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PREFACE, 

Whenever :my crisis in t l ~ c  affiri1.s of lnen is about to  
td te  place, there is ever to be found a nl~nlber of people 
ready to preach up things as they arc. Tltese champions 
fight s t o ~ ~ t l y  and cu~~ilingly against the innorntion of 
existing institutions anrl 111odrs of acting; and they 
endeavour to reason the sensible and aI;tr~n the  timid 
into remaining qniet, and enduring ~neeklp mhntever evils 
they may be atilicted ~ r i t l ~ .  Relonging to one class, anrl 
having in view a common ol~ject, these alarmists attempt 
to convince t l ~ e  people that everything is almost as well as 
i t  call be-that few evils are endured by them which are 
not necessary consequences of existence-that their 
governmental burthens may be alleriated by gradual and 
imperceptible reforms-th~t the present gradations of 
society, which cause so nlucll discontcntn~eut among the 
poor and the oppressed, have always existed, and tl~erefore 
ever must exist-and that  any attenlpts of the productive 
classes to better tliemselves by interfering with this 
"natural arrangement of society," mill be attended \vith 
the most disastrous ~.esults to tl~un~selves. 

Notwithstanding the  sage aclvice and the gloomy fore- 
bodings of t l~ese friends of the people, the latter are 
perpetually endesvouring to the u t~nost  of t l~e i r  power, by 
means of political and trades' unions, to alter the present 
state of things, and keep to the~nsclves that  vast amount 
of wealth which is annually taken from t l ~ c ~ n  by esistillg 
usages. But, conscious of ]laving justice on their side, the 
productive classes have hit l~erto regarded the end more 



a n d  tlie e terni ty of existing usages. As men, and apart 
from the i r  present position a s  a poor governed class, 

oppressed by a rich governing class, t h e  producers ]lave 
nothing t o  (lo with t h e  alleged sacredness of estab- 
lished institntious : they  have merely t o  determine mhe- 
the? i t  be not possible t o  change that social lvhole jvhicil 
keeps them poor, as well as  t h a t  governmental p a r t  mhicll 
oppresses tllem because they  a re  poor. T h e  requisite 
knowledge can be obtained only by going a t  once to  first 
principles. I n  t h e  wortls of one who Iras made many 
efforts t o  uphold t h e  present system, we are  now in 6' t h e  
very conditiorl, if t h e  people coultl 1)ut see it, for t l ~ c  
exercise of faith in principles. W i t h  a darlc and  shifting 
near  future, and a br ight  and fixed ultimate destiny, \\.hat 
is t h e  true, t h e  only wisdom? N o t  to  p r y  into t h e  fogs 
or  tllickets round about, or t o  stand still for fea;. of what  
may  nex t  occur in  tlie path ; but t o  loolc from Eden  g a t e  
bellind t o  heaven g a t e  before, and press on to t h e  certain 
future. I n  Itis political as  in llis ~ n o r a l  life, ma.] sho~ilil, 
i n  t h e  depth of his ignorance and t h e  fallibility of h i s  
judgment, THROW I I I~ISELF,  IN TITE FULL SENSE OF 

SECURITY, UPON I~RINCIPLES; and then he  is safe from , 
being depressed by opposition, o r  scared by  uncertainty, o r  
depravetl by responsibility." 

INTRODUCTION. 

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look ap, and 
lift up your heda; for your redemptiou clmweth nigll." 

I f  i t  were ever possible to predict w l i ~ t  sllnll be, fronl a 
consiileration of what  llas been-if ever tllE s i g l ~ s  of t h e  
times gave warning of g rea t  troubles or changes-there is 
t l la t  in  t h e  present ~ v l i l c l ~  tells us, in  n manner riot t o  be 
misunderstood, tha t  tlie hour  for tlre f lial conflict between 
R i g h t  and M i g h t  cannot be fiir distant. Tllat i t  is  t ime 
t h e  event took place, l e t  t h e  wrongs of inan for forty cen 
turies testify-that i t  is  t ime to p u t  an end to t h e  bondage 
of labour, l e t  t h e  sufferings of tlre millions of lier martyred 
cllildren bear witness ! 

F r o m  t h e  nature of things there mus t  be a cause for 
every effect, hen-ever concealed or inscrutable t h a t  cause 
may be ; and of all causes, none ;ire of so much importance 
a s  those from \rhicli emanate t h e  wide-spread poverty and 
iliscontcntment which exist a t  t h e  present time throug1r- 
ou t  t h e  whole world-and, more especially, i n  those 
nations calling themselves civilised. Tl le  numerous 
remedies proposed, tried, and rejected, one after t h e  
other, do not prove t h a t  i t  is impossible t o  change, for t h e  
better, this  unnatural  s ta te  of things;  such 111 success 
merely sllclrs t h a t  the  world a t  large-nations as well as  
g~veniments-are a s  ye t  ignorant of t h e  origin sncl t h e  
nature of t h e  great  wrong vrliich has  preyed upon man 
for so many ages. 

Of all nations on tlie face of t h e  earth, t h e  people of t h e  
United ICingdom suffer t h e  most severely, and are, there- 
fore, t h e  most i n  want  of a remetly. T h r o u g l ~ o u t  t h e  
co~llltry, dis t rust  or clissatisfi~ction is  ~inivers;il. N o t  one 
class of society is a t  res t ;  b u t  a troubled and uncnsy 
sensation-n liiud of f o ~ e r u n n c r  of evil or of cl~ange-per- 
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vades alilie t h e  bosoms of both t h e  rich and the  poor- 
t h e  tramplers and t h e  trampled upon. 

Whatever  may be t h e  condition in which society now 
is, i t  could not, from t h e  very nature of i t s  component 
parts, and t h e  circumstances which have for ages operated 
UIIOII and influenced those parts, be different from what  i t  
i s ;  and ho~vever  alarming t h e  present s ta te  of things 
m a y  appear t o  t h e  unjust  man and tlie extortioner, the re  
IS in  t h e  prospect nothing t h a t  can terrify t h e  honest and  
t h e  industrious, wherever thcy  may be. 

T h e  productive classes a rc  bewildered amidst  t h e  mul- 
tiplicity of remedies offered for their consideration. T h e y  
have as many remedies as  wrongs-one contradicting 
another, and most of them equally vulueless ; for thcy a r e  
alilcc based merely on passing events, instead of rcsting on 
t h e  broad foundation of some great  principle. T h a t  
which appears to  be a remedy in one year, tu rns  out, i n  
t h e  nex t  year, t o  be no remedy n,hatever; for t h e  parti- 
cular evil which s~lclt  remedy applied to, is  fonnd t o  have 
shifted i t s  locality, or clianged t o  some secondary evil. 

There  is wanted, not a mere governmental or particular 
remedy, b u t  a general remedy-one which will apply t o  
all social wrongs and evils, g rea t  and small. T h e  produc- 
tive classes want  a remedy for their  incessant toil-they 
want  a remedy for their  c o m p ~ ~ l s o r y  idleness-they want  
a renledy for their  poverty-they ~ v a n t  a remedy for t h e  
misery, and ignorance, and  vice, which such toil, such 
idleness, and such poverty produce. 

A l t l ~ o u g h  i t  may  appear dif icul t  t o  obtain such a 
~eemedy, i t  will be seen, hereafter, t h a t  i t  is  anything b u t  
impossible. All  sciences are  more or less imperfect; b u t  
of all sciences, politics, or t h e  science of human govern- 
ment, is t h e  least understootl, a l t l~ough  i t s  g rea t  boolc h a s  
been open t o  t h e  illspection of man for four thousand 
years. M a n  has made so litt le progress, because i t  is  in t h e  
natrlre of good or bad forms of government, and institu- 
tions, and s tates  of society, t o  perpetuate themselves, and  
lceep successive generations in  one cont inuo~ls  mode of 
thinking and of acting. Men, i n  general, go not t o  t h e  
first principles of things ; they  take t h e  world as they find 
it ,  antl look only t o  t h e  s tate  of society, t h e  form of 
government, o r  the  religion of their  country, for t h e  t ime  
being. B u t  t h e  nonage of intellect is  piissing away, and  

t h e  minil of man will soon take a wider and a bolder flight 
than any  i t  has ye t  dared t o  contemplate. I I a d  t h e  lantl- 
nlarks of E u r o p e  alrvays been kep t  in  ~ i g l l t ,  America 
would still have been unknown t o  u s ;  and, unless we 
boldly overleap t h e  boundaries ~ v l l i c l ~  custom and prece- 
den t  lias placed around us-boundaries which s h u t  mall 
out  from all b u t  t h e  lorrer and baser portions of intel- 
lectual and pl~ysical esistence-lve shall never behold nor 
possess t h a t  vast and beautiful region of human felicity, 
which, from t h e  nature of things, cannot bu t  h a r e  
existence. 

A11 other  sciences arc  b u t  as  steps t o  t h e  science of 
govelmment. T h e y  all add something to man's knowledge 
of himself, his capabilities, ant1 his t r u e  position in refer- 
ence to  es te rn :~ l  objects. W h a t  is i t  t h a t  t h e  m i ~ ~ t l  of 
man, if properly tlirected, cn~lno t  :icco~nplisli ? W h a t  
other finite being has attributes so mighty-and yet,  wha t  
o t l ~ e r  til ing csis t ing is so I~elpless and so \ \~retcl~et l  ? We 
can roan1 through t h e  universe with t h e  astronomer, and 
loolc on solar systems, and behold planets and their  sntel- 
l i tes rolling in ponderous ma.iesty through t h e  illimitable 
ocean of space : we can, with t h e  geologist, go back t o  
times when history mas not-when our earth, occupying 
;I different position in space, and peop!ed by widely differ- 
e n t  modifications of being to any now existing, knew not 
man, nor his crimes, nor his follies : we can progress, wit11 
t h e  historian, from as far baclc :ts human records extend, 
u p  t o  t h e  present time, and survey man under  t h e  innu- 
merable systems of religion and forms of government 
v l ~ i c h  have cursed him from his  creation-malting t h e  
ear th one vast slaughter-yard, and defiling i t  \\,itii 
esecr:ible pollntion : we can, wit11 t h e  chemist, dissolve 
t h e  chains wl~ ich  hin(1 together t h e  elenlents of ex i s t i~ lg  
forms of matter,  and, from their  ~vreck, protluce a ne\r. 
creation, and bestow on t11i11gs new properties and appeitr- 
ances : we can, with t h e  anatomist and the  metaphys ic ia~~,  
s tudy t h e  nature of our own corporeal antl mental being, 
and observe t h e  inseparable depentlency of mind on matter,  
and t h e  influence of estcrnal  circumsL~ncesupou b o t l ~  : \ re  
can view every variety of human action, and can tliscover 
t h e  various incentives t o  sucll action : \re can, :is i t  I\-ere, 
live over again t h e  t i n ~ c s  t h a t  a re  past-ourselres commit- 
t ing  t h e  crime, and judging t h e  offender, and m e t i ~ ~ g  out  



t h e  award. A n d  thus, having t h e  accumulated knowledge 
and experience of all past ages t o  guide him, and t h e  
accumulated errors and miseries of all past ages t o  warn 
him-imbued with the  spirit, a s  ~ve l l  as  acquainted with 
t h e  letter,  of history-nrhat is man not  prepared t o  
nchie~*e ? 

T h e  unt ir ing mint1 of man is ever in search of what  i t  
has  never ye t  found-I~appiness; h u t  hecause this  ultimate 
end of all human exertion has not hi ther to 1)een attained, 
it does not follow t h : ~ t  man should give u p  h i s  search, ant1 
die. H i s  physical organization is a s  perfect as  t h a t  of 
any  other  being with nvhich he  is acq~laintcd, while h i s  
mental  powers far  cxccctl thosc of a n y  other  known ihtcl- 
ligcnce. It. \r.oultl, then, bc: :tn unsccrnly gap  in t h e  
harmonious adaptatiotr antl continuous pcrfcction which 
r u n s  through all  creation, if t h e  powers ant1 nttribntes 
posscssetI by man cor~ltl (lo rtotl~ing ton;rrcls removing t h a t  
miscry and clissatisf:ictiorl \r~hiclr has  for so nlally ages 
been t h e  portion of his race. T o  assert that ,  amiclst a 
universe of joy, marl alone is born to sorrow and to trorthle, 
is t o  commit a foul libel upon t h e  Almighty antl perfect 
disposer of all t h i n ~ s  ! 

W e r e  m:in a s t a t ~ o n a r y  being, like the  beasts and birds 
by which 11e is surro~~ntlerl-1r::tl Ite a fixed and unc11;lngc- 
able instinct, instead of a progressive and improvable 
reason-any change ill his social ir~stitutions arould be 
unnecessarf. Society nfould have been t h e  sailne a t  t h e  
beginning as  i t  is a t  present ;  ant1 i t  rnoul(1 continue i r ~  
one uniform state  as  long as  man s11011ltl csist.  B u t  man 
is  not thus  stationary ; 11e is a reasoning, anti therefore u. 
progressing, 1)cing. T h e  linonlctlge and experience of 
one generation can be transmittetl  to  t h e  next  ; and, as ;L 
man ; t t  forty years of age  mus t  possess more I;i~o\r,letlgc 
than  h e  did a t  t\iFenty, so also n ~ u s t .  t h e  world a t  large 
possess a greater  nccumulation of Iillo\vledge a t  the  end of 
four thousand years from t h e  creation of man, tlrau was 
possessed a t  t h e  end of four l~rtndred. ICno\rletlge is 
merely an accun~ulation of facts; and ~ r i s d o m  is  t h e  a r t  of 
applying such koowledge t o  i t s  t r u e  purpose-the pro- 
motion of human happiness. A l t l ~ o u g h  nien may llavc 
much kno~rletlge, and no wistlom, there can only be litt le 
wistlom where tllere is  h u t  li t t le Itnowledge. T h e  present 
generation have t h e  :iccumulated Itnowledge and experience 

of four tllousand years t o  \ ~ o r k  upon ; and tllerefore the)' 
have i t  in their power to  ac t  wiser, ill respect to  t h e  
cstablisllment of ant1 political i~lstitutiolls, tllan ally 
generation t h a t  has precedetl them. 

Such being tile nature of Inan, and such his pomers, t h e  
col~sideratioll of a sociitl cllangc need excite no more sur- 
prise or apprehension than  a simple political movement. 
I f  a c l ~ a n g c  be :t g i p n t i c  orle, so, liLc\risc, are  t h e  
evils mighty \rlrich rcqulre to  I)e removed. Throughout  
tlle \vl~ole l~uiverse, from t h e  most str~pertdous planet to  
the  individual atom, C ~ ~ R I I ~ ~ S  ;tre 1)crpetnsl-there is 
i lot l~ing ;it rest-r~otlri~lg st:ltionary; t o  :tftir~n, tl~creforc, 
t l ~ a t  g o v e r n n ~ c ~ ~ t n l  i n s t r t r ~ t i o ~ ~ s  r c c l ~ ~ i r c  no rcfornlntion- 
t11:tt social aps te~ns  nccd I I ~  ;tltcrntio~~--is jr~kt ;IS abs!~rtl 
i ~ s  to  s;ty t l ~ ; ~ t  t l ~ c  innll sl1:111 wear t h e  s\r,;ltltlli~~g rlotl~c.; 
\ r l ~ i c l ~  befitted Iris infancy ; ant1 be pleiisetl, in  ~naturit!., 
wit11 tlre rattle \ r . l~icl~ cIr;~rmctl his cl~iltll~uod. 

Stiltcs of society ;tnd forms of g o v c r n t ~ ~ c ~ ~ t  1:avc aln.a!.s 
been Sorcctl up011 mcn by  the  colnmon marc11 of events ; 
and t h a t  s ta te  of society or form of govcr~lment  \r.llicl~ 
existetl a t  one l~criotl of :t n;itioo's I~istory, :tnd 11 as s~~f l ic i -  
en t  for ;ill i ts  n.ants, \rill never be tolerntetl a t  n Inter 
pried. Who,  a t  t h e  present day, \r.ould wish to  return 
t o  ;i s ta te  of society, n.ith its accon~l>; lny i~~g  nianncrs, and 
form of gnverument, and r e l i g i o ~ ~ s  institutions, such as 
esis ted in Great  I3rit;~in in t h e  timc of the  llruitls,  or the  
Romans, or the  Sasr~ns,  or the  Normans ? H o w  Inan:; 
Protestants  n-otlltl lrisli to  revive the  (laps nllen Catho!ic- 
ism nras in i t s  glory :tnd i ts  po\trer, and t l ~ e  br;intl of per- 
secution (Irietl up t h e  blootl of t h e  mar tyrs?  All  these 
cl~nngcs were bu t  manifestations of t h e  common 1,rogres.s 
of things ; and they nil I~apl)cr~ed nntur:tlly ant1 t~nar.oitl- 
ably, i ~ ~ t l e ~ ~ c n d e n t  of thc  control of govcr~~lncn ts  or 
individuals. C;ttholicism succeedctl P , ~ g a ~ ~ i s ~ n ,  then Pro-  
testantism c:ume irftcr Catholicism, and both are  nonr being 
superseded by Dissent ; and all t h e  evils e h i c h  these 
changes brought 11j)on t h e  people of other days, as ~ r c l l  as 
all t l ~ e  n~iser ies  t l ~ a t  have bef~~l len  nations in  our  olrn 
times, are  solely attributable to  the insane antl blasl111cn1ou.i 
endeavotirs of 11uman rulers t o  set  u p  their authori ty  
;lgininst t h e  f i t t  of the  Almip l~ ty ,  nntl tell Innn 11c shall 
go no further. And 11a:c all t h e  treasures \\ ;lstcd, a i ~ i i  
t h c  blood spilled-all t l ~ c  pcrsecutio~js, and punishn~cnts  



and  revolting crimes nrhicl~ h a r e  talien place t o  keep man 
and his institutions stationary, effected t h e  [or 
~ ~ l l i c ~  they  were intended? Tur11 t o  liistory for a n  
ans!vcr-look hack from our  days to  the  days of our  fore- 
fathers, and ask if ally of t h e  many powerful endeavours to  
])revent changes ever ye t  snccecrled. 

A t  no period since t h e  creation of tlie world lras man 
been so well prepared, as  IIC is  a t  present, t o  effect a 
change in t h e  very constitution of society; antl no other  
nation possesses so many facilities for comlnc~tcing sllch a 
change, antl carrying i t  fortvartl succcssfi~lly, as  do t h e  
peoplc of the  Urlitetl ICingdom. A variety of circnm- 
stances, ~rrl~icll 11;lvc not !)at1 so much influence on other  
countries, have tended to induce th i s  ripeness in ourselves. 
We suffer greater  b u r t l ~ c n s  t11;un arty othcr  people on ear th 
-blirthens wllich our  unceasing industry only just  enables 
us  t o  ])car 111) against, and live. W e  h a r e  a greater  
amount  of fixed capital, o r  accumulatctl labour, 111 t h e  
for111 of roads, milnrays, canals, manuhctories, and ma- 
clliriery of every description, than is possessed by  a n y  
other  nation. W e  are collected t o g ~ t l ~ c r  in large masses, and 
have excellent means of commuo~cation. As a people, ure 
have as  much po!itical Iino\rlctlgc. a11c1 as  rnucl~ incipicr~t  
union among ourselves, as  any otllcr nation. The ent i re  
mass of t h e  producers, with n grea t  al or ti on of t h e  clistri- 
l ~ u t o r s  of we;tlth, are  groaning under t h e  accu~nulated 
wrongs of centuries of misgovernment and mismanagement. 
Tl lcy have tried allnost every conccivablc means t o  obtain 
relief i ~ n d  ~ ~ c d r e s s ,  I)ut they have cvci. been bctr:lyetl, and 
disa1)poiuteci, and cheated wit11 a shadow. 3ler1 ]lave a t  
lengtll, honlerer, beg i~n  t o  look from t h e  ty ran t  t o  t h e  
tyrallny-from t h e  effect to  t h e  cause. T h u s  our  present 
position : L I I ~ I I ~ S  \vrIl for a social change, and for tlle ad- 
vancement of man's highest ilestiny. 

It is otlly 1r11en lncn suffer g rea t  wrongs, t h a t  they  loolc 
about for great  remedies. S o  long as they are  satisfied 
with their  nrc~rldly condition, m l ~ e t h e r  i t  be good or bad, 
they will not th ink  of changes : they will not  give u p  R 

certain moderate good for a n  i~ncertain g rea t  benefit. 
Whi le  t h e  people of t h e  United I<ingtlom \rere t h u s  com- 
paratively contented wit11 their  means of enjoyment, they  
t l lought  neither of states of society, nor forms of govcrn- 
nlent, nor tlte r igh ts  of man : as t h e  present social system 

produced i t s  natural effects-as toil grcls  more and pay 
grew less-men began t o  th ink  upon tlie matter,  and t o  
devise remedies: b u t  now, n~11cn t h e  condition of t h e  pro- 
cluctivc classes is so hat1 t h a t  no change can n~a l ie  it worse, 
they a re  ready t o  nilopt almost any remedy which promises 
relief. 

W e  have a t  length arrived a t  t h e  exact t ime when a 
m i g l ~ t p  cllange can talic place with t h e  greatest benetit t o  
t h e  mass, and t h e  least injury t o  indiviiluals. T h e  people 
:ire so much enliglitenctl iis t o  he cap:~ble of 1)rocecding t o  
remedy their  disorciers c a l ~ n l y  an(1 dispassion:~tcly; and, as 
pet, t l ~ e y  :we not so n~addcncd I)y long st~ffering and 1lopc- 
Icssness of relief, as  to  rush blindly npon the  ~ lnfor tuna te  
alltllOl'~ of tllcir \17rongs, n l ~ d  1111rl tlowl~ :111 in indiscri~ni- 
Date (lcstruction. A t  :to cllrlicr period n.13 Irere unripe for 
a g rea t  social c l~angc  ; and, if \re pernlit  existing evils t o  
go  on unrctlrcssed, an i~l t inlate  niovetnent ~v i l l  be not t h e  
less certain, wllilc, instend of being condi~cted in peace ant1 

i t  will be fearfully convuls~ve, and will bury alike, 
in  one common grave, t11e gooil ancl the  bad-the patriot 
and t h e  ilespot. 

O n  t h e  broad principle of c q i ~ a l  r igh ts  \vill Labour now 
talie i t s  stanil,-not Labour in  t h e  Uniteil Icingdom only, 
b u t  in France, and t h e  Uniteil States, anti t h e  world at 
large. T h i s  principle will apply eclually t o  men of al l  
conntries, all colours, and all creeds. IVe mill survey u n d i s  
guiscd ant1 uncovered, tha t  Great  E n e m y  \ v l ~ i c l ~  has 
devoured t h e  people of all nations, in  all t imes; and we . . .  . 

shall find ou t  ihc-manner, and t h e  only marlrrcr. in  which 
t h e  po\ver of this enemy may be subdueil and annihilated. 
L e t  Labour, then, conic to  t h e  battle fearlessly. 
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they  complain of tyranny, and dare to resist, they  a re  
slaughtered like wilt1 beasts ! T h e  very marrow of their 
bones, and the  life-blood of their children, is tlrunk u p  
with excessive toil! 

Hocv comes i t  to pass, t h a t  those who are t11e very life 
and  soul of this  great  nation, a re  thus  trampler1 upon, and 
despised, and tlcfietl? Tlrey ]lave heads t o  think, and  
hearts  to  feel, and hands t o  execute-they form, conjointly, 
a m i g h t v  mass-their capability of doing either good or  evil 
is  bounded only by their  will. Vl'ith such g igar~ t ic  powers, 
how is  i t  t h a t  they are thus  weak? Tlle reasons are  tlrese: 
they  are  weak because they  a re  disr~uited-they a re  dis- 
~ i n i t c d  because there is a diversity of opinion as  to tvlrat 
is  the  enemy w l ~ i c l ~  tlecvoeirs t l rc~~~- t l l ey  itre ignorant 
of a remedy for their  errrongs because they have not them- 
selves sought for one. 'l'hcy have ever looked for relief 
where it  coi~ld not possibly be found. They  have s o u g l ~ t  
for council and assistance frotn classes and castes who had 
a direct though mistalten it~ter+cst iu misleatling, (dividing, 
and oppressing them. They  have idly cliimetl in  with t h e  
opinion of this  o r  t h a t  non-prodr~cer, o r  tllc opposite opi- 
nion of this or t h a t  member of parliament, or t h e  sgain 
diff'ering opinion promulgated in this or t h a t  nerrsparjer; 
and they have thus  Leen led t o  l ~ o p c  for benefit from nrea- 
sures  which, as they  have no connection wit11 t h e  cause of 
the i r  \rrrongs, a re  necessarily po~r~erless and  n~orthless. 
TIley mus t  be no longer t h u s  led like children ; but pro- 
cectl a t  o n x ,  wit11 cool heads and deterlninetl hearts, to  
obtain t h a t  political and social salvation urhich can be 
theirs  only tlrrough their own esertions. 

W h a t ,  then, is  tlre secret enemy urlriclr c le~ours  US? 
It star~tls before u s  as a mighty tree, tvhose wide-spread roots, 
tlccp seated in the  soil of Laborrr, drarv u p  the  tlecv of life 
and Iiealt.11, and Icave the parent  and the  creator ponrerless 
and irnpoverislretl. W e  woultl remove this enemy; and  
what  a re  t h e  means recommended and adopted for t h e  
llurpose ? A r e  we e n d e a v o ~ ~ r i n g  to destroy i ts  barrenising 
~nflnence for ever, by tearing it  up  ? No; some advisers 
c r y  ~ t i t - ( ~ C u t  off this root1'-others, Cut off that"; 
sowe tell us  t o  tear  away a branch wltich is high up, a n d  
others, again, point to  another branch lorrrer down. T h e  
productive class thus  become lost amidst t h e  conflicting 
opinions they daily meet ~ r ~ i t h ,  and a re  ever seeking, never 

finding. T h e  narrow vievis and baneful prejudices d l i c h  
;r contractect system of education has c o ~ p e l l e l l  u s  t o  
adol~t ,  ]lave almost rcndcreil us  incapable of seeing O r  corn- 
prehending Labour's enemy as a mliole, although each of 
u s  feels t h e  blighting influence or  sees t h e  deformity of 
some particular par t ;  for our enemy, like t h e  triple 
of t h e  Hindoo, shews u s  a different face from every side on 
which we view it .  T h e  only way t o  arrive a t  t r u t h  is t o  
g o  a t  once t o  F i r s t  Principles. Instead, then, of confining 
our inqlfiries t o  t h e  benefits and t h e  evils resnlting from 
particular forms of government, 3nd regarding nlonarcl~ies 
and aristocracies alone as t h e  Grea t  Enemy,  anti the  prime 
originators of wrong,-let u s  take a wider range, and go  
a t  once to  t h e  source from whence governments tltcmselres 
have arisen; and we shall soon discover t h a t  a11 of them are  
b u t  as boiigl~s of t h e  great  t ree  of human evil-that they  
a re  only as  t h e  cIa\vs with mlticl~ t h e  Great  Enelny seizes 
upon Laborlr's s~ibstance-and that ,  although \re may dis- 
tinguislt tlrcln by  t h e  names of monarchies and republics, 
ye t  t h e  at t r ibutes  of each are  t h e  same, t h e  ends of each 
are  t h e  same, tlre wrongs inflicted upon t h e  working classes 
by each a rc  t h e  same. B y  tllus going t o  t h e  origin of t h e  
thing, me shall find t h a t  cvery form of govern~nent ,  ant1 
every social and governmental wrong, owes i t s  rise to  t h e  
existing social system-to ilte institution of properfay as it 
at present  exists-and that,  therefore, if we \vould end 
Our nrrongs and our  miseries a t  once and for ever, THE 

PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS O F  SOCIETY NUST BE TOTALLY 
SUBVERTED, and supplanted by  those more in  accorclance 
with t h e  principles of justice and t h e  rationality of man. 

" Equal  r igh ts  and equal laws," has long been t h e  war- 
c ry  of t h e  lrorlting classes of Grea t  Bri ta in;  and they  
have all  Iioped and cspecteil t o  obtain this  one th ing  need- 
ful by mere gover t~n~enta l  cltanges. W h a t  is  meant  by 
Eq11al Righ ts  and Equa l  Lams ? T h e  words themselves 
1)l;iinly express their  own meaning; ancl ye t  there is 
scarcely a sentence t o  be found which has been interpreted 
SO many different mays, and made t o  signify such a variety 
of meanings. Some men, when they speak of equal rights, 
mean thereby simply t h a t  there s l~ould  be universal suf- 
frage, vote by  ballot, and free acllnission t o  Parl iament;  
while ot l~ers ,  again, advancing rather  nearer t o  first prin- 
ciples, call for t h e  complete subversion of t h e  monarchy, 



a n d  t h e  establishment of a republic. By some of these 
professed advocates of justice, t h e  political institutions of 
t h e  United S ta tes  arc  lleld u p  t o  u s  as  models of perfec- 
tion; and me a r e  told t h a t  i t  i s  only under  such a form of 
government t h a t  t rue  liberty and equality of r ights  can be  
enjoyed. B u t  a n  csamination of tlic subject will convince 
us, t h a t  if t h e  worlting classes of t h e  Uni ted  Kingdom 
should obtain a n y  or  all of the  political changes j u s t  men- 
tioned, they  mould remain in almost tile same condition of 
poverty and ignorance and misery as  tltcy are  a t  present. 
Indeed, all history proves, by  t l ~ c  unfailing test  of expc- 
riencc, t h a t  such would be tile c;ise. L e t  us  t u r n  to t h e  
records of former ages-let us looli a t  e i ther  ancient or 
motlcrn rcpul)lics-at all nations, in all times-anrl i ~ l q ~ i i r c  
if, under  any  of their  varied forms of government and 
systems of religion, equal r ights  and cciu;~l 1:itr.s were ever 
enjoyerl ! They  never were, for such equality i s  u t te r ly  
incompatible with inequality of possessions :mtl t h e  grada- 
tion of classes-and this s ta te  of society ltas al~rrnys prc- 
vailed. Equal i ty  and inequality cannot, from their  nature, 
be reconciled. 

T h e  possession of political power by  a people, although 
in accordance with the  principle of t h a t  equality which 
all  good men wish to  see establishetl and enjoyed, 
does not  of itself constitute t h e  equality of r igh ts ;  for 
although no equality of r igh ts  can be enjoyed b y  a nation 
without  t h e  accompaniment of universal suffrage, ye t  
universal suffrage is ncitlrer necessarily accoln1)aniecI with, 
nor  productive of, equal rights. Equa l  politicill power and 
equal r ights  are  by no means synonymous terms. There  
is  between them all t h e  ditl'erence t h a t  can exist between 
zi th ing  and t h e  ~irord 1)y whic l~  i t  is reprcsentetl. 

I n  considering governmental institutions, we mus t  al- 
ways judge of their  utility by t h e  effccts wf1ic11 arc  seen 
in connectioll with them, as \r-e judge of their  justness by 
t h e  principles on which they are  established. I f  t h e  insti- 
tut ions founded on t h e  acl<nowledgment of human equa- 
l i ty  be productive of bad effects, and inflict wrong or suf- 
fer ing on any  p a r t  of t h e  community, i t  is certain ei ther  
t h a t  t h e  principle of equality is  a bad one, or else t h a t  i t  i s  
not  allowed pair play. T h e  political institutions of t h e  
Uni ted  States  a re  based on t b e  broad principle of equality 
of r igh ts  ; u~hic11 principle, as  it is  i n  nccortlance with tho 

natllre of things, mus t  necessarily be good. But i t  does 
not  follolv t h a t  a principle is  acted upon, simply because 
t h e  justice of i t  is aclcno~~ledged.  T h e  equality of r ights  
which is  thouyht  t o  be enjoyed by t h e  people of t h e  Uni ted  
States, is  so enjoyed only in  imagination. T h e r e  is  t h e  
same inequality of riglits amongst them as amongst us; for 
they, like ourselves, a re  divitled into rich and poor-into 
capitalists and prodricers-a11d t h e  last  a re  there, as  t h e y  
a rc  liere, a t  t h e  mercy of t h e  first. T h e  class t o  which 
tlie intlisprnsal)le belong-the ~ o r l t i n g  class-is in  t h e  
s;tme contlition t l ~ r o r ~ g l ~ o r ~ t  t h e  whole world ; for society 
i s  upon t h e  snlrle principle in  all countries; ant1 i t  is solely 
from tllc ~ , r c s c n t  soci;ll spstc~n-from t h e  division of soci- 
e ty  into cn~l,loycrs ant1 cn~~~lo:;cd-il~to idlers ant1 n~orkers  
-tl~;tt tllc \rrl.ongs of the  \vorkiug classes take tlieir rise. 
T h e  Anlcrican orking Illen, 1il;c t h e  English worliing 
~ n c n ,  f o r n ~  a f o ~ ~ i ~ d i ~ t i o n  for tlie n.11ole social pile t o  rest upon: 
they  a re  each crusllcd into t h e  ear th by tlie accumulatec\ 
\veigllt of a n  :~ristocracy ant1 a t rading class-by livers 
on pluniler and livers on profit-and as  no mere c l ~ a n g e  of 
govcrnrrient prevents tltc division of society into tlrese 
;various classcs, nor alters t h e  relation in  which they  
s tand wit11 regard t o  each other, all such changes lriust 
~ ~ e c c s s a r i l y  fail to  correct tlte evils and \rlrongs \ifit11 th i s  
division and rc1:ttion n:tturally call into existence. T h e  
vultrrrc money-monger is  t l ~ e  same, ~ ~ ~ l l e t l i e r  h e  be called a 
nlonarcl~ist or n republica~l-tlie gorge of t h e  one is  j u s t  
as  wide ant1 as  tlecp :IS t h a t  of t h e  other. 

T h e  citizens of t h e  U ~ ~ i t c i l  States, i t  is true, are  e r -  
empted, by tllcir ~.cpilblican form of government, from some 
of t h e  gricvorls b ~ ~ r t i ~ c n s  ilnd restrictions whicll t h e  monar- 
c l~ical  form imposes ~ i p o l ~  tlie peol)lc of tile United King-  
(?om; b u t  tllc.sc5 arc  merely trillcs in  comparison wit11 t h a t  
vast soci:tl burthen \vhicli t h e  working class llas sustained 
in all countries for so many nges,-and even these advan- 
tages, trivial as  they are, will not  always b e  enjoyed by 
t h e  Americans. T f ~ e i r  presct,t exemption arises from t h e  
peculiar circ~lmstanccs hy w l ~ i c l ~  they  are  surrounded, i n  
respect t o  place and t o  time, and has bu t  lit t le connection 
with t h e  form of their  government. T h e  nascent germ of 
monarchy exists in  the  very constitotion of American soci- 
ety-its blaclc and bloody stem is  already sliooting upwards 
from t h e  social soil-a1111 i t  Insp confidently be predictc~l,  



from t h e  common course of events, t h a t  t h e  U ~ l i t e d  Statcs 
republic will merge into n monarchy or a11 olignrcl~y before 
t h e  end of t h e  present century, unlcss t h e  lnovenlent be 
stopped by  8 change in the  ccnstitution of society. Such 
has invariably been t h e  ultimate fate of :ill republics, i n  
aucient and lnotlern times; and  s u c t ~  ever mus t  be the i r  
fate ~\rhiJc one man is  rich and another is  poor-wl~ile one 
lnan ~ o r l i s  and another docs nothing. 

Tyranny  is t h e  same th ing  t l t rougl~out  t h c  tvlrole world; 
and i t  all arises from t h e  same source-the division of 
society into classes and  castes. T h i s  ;11l-perv:tding curse 
b l ig l~ t s  alilie the  11ap1)iness of t h e  civiliscd antl t h e  savagc 
man;  for in all countries there a rc  what  arc  c:~llcil supe- 
riors ant1 inferiors-the first crcatctl to  ortlcr, antl t h e  last t o  
obey. A t  one t ime th i s  principle of inequality of r i g l ~ t s r c a r s  
i t s  brazen front in  t h e  form of govcri~mcnt;~l  oppression by  
" r i g h t  divi'nc," and taltes, openly, t h e  lives and t h e  for- 
tunes of t h e  govcrnccl: a t  another t ime i t  exists covertly, 
a s  i t  now does in t h e  Uni ted  States  of America, a l ~ d  iri 
Grea t  I3ritain, and  France, w l ~ e r e  i t  enables one or two 
classes of t h e  community to  suck into their  own substance, 
unobserveii, uncc;tsingly,and unmercifully,the wealth ~ v l ~ i c h  
has been created by t h e  toils and privations of the  work- 
i n g  class. 

T h i s  is  t h e  great  wrong for n ~ h i c h  a remedy is wantecl; 
and  i t  will shortly be seen t h a t  universal suffrage, or even 
t h e  overthrow of t h e  monarchy and t h e  establ is l~ment  of 
a republicJ will not  be this  remedy. There  is  a stubborn- 
ness in factsu.hic11 tlreorymill invain strive t o  overcome; and 
however much may be admired t h e  justice and excellence 
of t h e  principles of equality on ~ v h i c h  the  g r e a t  republic 
of t h e  west is  founded, ye t  t h c  experience of every clay 
incontestihly proves, t h a t  these principles a re  totally un- 
heeded by t h e  Americans. T h e r e  a r c  no greater  tyrants  
i n  existence than t h e  moneyed rcpublici~ns of t h e  Uni ted  
States. Liberty, a n d  equality of rights,  are  \vords \vhicli 
t h e y  do not ye t  know t h e  meaning of; for, apar t  from t h e  
tyranny which t h e  present constitution of society enables 
one white man to csercise over anothcr, these republicans 
-in tot i~l  tlisregard of their  Declaration of Indcpentlcncc, 
rvhicll says t11:lt ('men a rc  borti, ant1 o l ~ g h t  :il~vays to  conti- 
~ ~ u c ,  .free ant1 equal in respect of their  rights"-these 
republicans, disi*egnrding even t h e  appearance of conform, 

ing to  tile spirit of their  constitution, 1 1 0 ~  Ilol(1 in ulrdis- 
guise(l and abject slnvcry upwards of t 1 ~ 0  lllillions of their  
colouretl fellow-men, who are bought and sold, or flog& 

slai~l ,  l ike cattle. Tllis glaring contradiction bet!reen 
principle and practice is b u t  a natural result of irlcqunlity 
of \realth ; and such tyranny ancl slavery mill invariably 
bc found to exist, e i ther  openly or disguiscdly-11pon black 
men or lipoll n.llite men-in every nation, whatever i t s  
form of government may be, wlicre inequality of possessions 
and t h e  division of society illto employers and employed 
has existence. 

I f  the  free it~stitlitiorls of the  A n ~ c r i c ; ~ n s  were acted u p  
to, no sl;ivcry, w l ~ c t h e r  of blacl; men or of white, coulcl 
exist in t h a t  ro~tn t ry .  B u t  the  spir i t  of equ;rlity, on 
~ v l ~ i c l l  t l ~ c s e  institutions ilre foundctl, is unfclt : u ~ d  1111- 
Itno~vn 1)y t h e  l~coplc,--and w l ~ y  is i t  so?  Because there 
are  two classcs-a class to  lahour, and a class t o  coutroi 
labour-the first poor, and thc  last rich. T h e  outrage 
upon priuci1)le-the glaring injr:stice-therc observable, is  
produced by the  relative situsti011 of t h e  parties; and th i s  
difference of sitnation origini~tes from, and is maintainecl by, 
t h e  present arrangemetlts of society,--nliicl~, independent 
of a l l  ineclu;ility of mental or physical powers in men, ine- 
vitably proiluce inequality of conditioi~, antl divide societ!. 
into those tr.110 laborrr antl those who se t  labour in motion, 
and thus  give tlrc last domimion over t h e  first. T h e  same 
iniquitous systenl prevails not only in t h e  United Kingdom, 
b u t  in France, and the  European republics, and t l t rougl~out  
t h e  trhole trorltl; and t h a t  tyranny it11r1 slavcrp sllould exist 
so palpably under  t h e  free institutions of t h e  Uni ted  
States, only tends to  enforce still s t ro r~ger  upon 11s this  
indisputable and ovcro~helming truth,-that neither these 
free institutions, nor any other  political institutions having 
for t l ~ e i r  ol)ject t h e  besto~r~ment  of equal r ights  upon a 
people, can be acted u p  to, or their  advantages be univer- 
sally enjoyed, under  our  present social arrangements. Slavery 
in  nature, if not  in name, has  ever been, is  now, and  ever 
mill be, t h e  portion of t h e  working classes, in every coun- 
t r y  where inequality of property exists in  connection wit11 
t11c gradation of classes. 

L c t  the  people of the Unitcd I<ingc1o111,tlten,pailse irt their  
efforts t o  catch t l ~ c  1)ubblcs m l ~ i c l ~  h;ire I ~ i t h e r t o  cllarlned 
t l ~ e ~ ~ i  ; for shoriltl they acquire all t h a t  they a rc  now strug-  
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gl ing  for, inrespect t o  t h e  at ta inment  of w l ~ a t a r e  calledtheir 
political rights, they will only grasp a sllndom-they mill 
b u t  obtain the  lelter, not enjoy t h e  spirit, of t h a t  g r e a t  
law of equality of r ights  w h i c l ~  has been institllted by t h e  
Creator. T l ~ e y  have before them, as an example of fi~ilure, 
one of t h e  most enlightened and powerful reprlblics of 
ancient or moiiern times-a nation ~vhosc form of govern- 
ment  is all t h a t  politicians wish for, antl far more t l ~ a n  t h e  
oppressed people of Britain hope t o  obtain-and yet  this  
g r e a t  nation, in  coltl-blootled cruelty, and disregard of 
human rights, sinlcs bclo~v Englantl herself, king-ridtiell 
and priest-ridden :IS she 11:ts bccn for centuries! 

As, then, sufficient proof is nffortled 115, by times past 
antl times present, t h a t  no form of government can insure 
t o  a people t h e  cnjopmcnt of equal rigl~ts-that no form 
of government, ~v l le ther  repllblican or  monarchical, can 
p r o t e ~ t  the  l)roductive classes from t h e  exactions anti t h e  
tyranny of t l ~ c  useless classes, nor gr~ar:ultee to  the  former 
t h e  enjoyment of t l ~ e  frui ts  of their  industry-what plan 
m u s t  be adopted t o  overthrow and destroy t h e  secret 
enemy which devours u s  ? 

It requires no arguments  to  prove t h a t  man was 
intendeii, by his Creator, to  live in a s tate  of society, or 
communion with Elis Itintl ; and if society, in i ts  present 
state, inflicts upon any  of i ts  menibers as m;111y wrongs as  
i t  confers benefits, i t  cannot from hence be inferrcd t h a t  
t h e  principle of coln~nunion is necessarily attended I)y 1 

these wrongs and sufferings : i t  is far more rational, antl 
more in accordance with t h e  perfect adaptation of o t l ~ c r  
means t o  other  ends, t o  conclude t h a t  v e  d o  not ac t  pro- 
perly upon this  principle of communion ; for man is  mucli 
more liltely t o  e r r  in  following, than N a t u r e  in directing. 

g q u a l i t y  of r igh ts  is t h e  very soul of society; bu t  
equality of rights cannot exist unallied with equality of 
duties. T h i s  is  the sum and substance of equality. Thus, 
if three men be placed upon a desart  island, and they each 
give an equal portion of labour for t h e  common good, 
and  receive an equal reward, t h e  con~munion is  equal!y 
beneficial t o  all t h e  three. B u t  if one of t h e  party, by  
force or fraud, obtain double sllowance of procioce for only 

~vorl;, the  union cannot longer be eqtlal{y beneficial 
t o  all tlte three. If, again, t h e  same man compel I ~ i s  fel- 
lows t o  give h im double allowance of produce for no lnbozrr 

Ivhntever, every shnrlow of equality and justice vanislles a t  
once ; and no Inw nor regulation can restore equi- 
librium of r ight ,  unless t t  cornpel tliis receiver of 
unearne(l sllarc to  give liis ] ;hour  for S U C ~  share ; for t h e  
very essence of t h e  inequality and t h e  \vrong consists in 
tile illeqnality of t h e  duties rendered and tlle rewards 
received by t11e scveral partics. There  is no esponent  of 
equal rigllts b u t  t h a t  which also stands for equal duties ; 
and if duties be unequal, or equal duties be unequally 
rewarrled, tlic very of justice is  a t  once irlv,zded, 
and of r ights  destroyed. 

In all c i~ i l i sed  countries, as  they arc called, society is  
t h u s  dividecl into id1e1.s nnd protl~~rcrs-into those \v l~o  
& h i n  tlouble nllo\r~al~ce for tloing notl~itig, ;inti tllose who 

only half-allo\vnnce for cloing double \rorli; and SO 

long as tliis difYerencc of position ilnc\ inerlli;~lity of con- 
dition is s u f f c r ~ d  t o  exist, ineqr in l i t~  of r ights  and laws 
and enjoyments will :tlso exist. I t  lnnttcrs not how 
society cnmc t o  be in its present state. It is sufficient 
t h a t  i t  i s  found thus, ant1 t11at i t  may be altered and 
amended. W l ~ y  should: some nien receive double allow- 
ance for doing only single nrork. or quadruple allolvance 
for rendering no service ~ r h a t e v e r  ? All t h e  excessive 
toil, and poverty, and misery of the  worlting classes of all 
countries arise solely from this most unjnst  and iniquitous 
manner  of apportioning t h e  1;tborir and t h e  reward ; and 
never, un t i l  \ve alter t h e  social arrangements which pro- 
duce and perpetuate th i s  injustice, can !re obtain relief. 
W h a t  arguments  a re  needed to prove to common sense, 
tha t ,  if ten inen hxve to maintain twenty, t h e  ten mus t  
morlc hnrdcr or longer than if tlrcy liad only themselves t o  
lreep? W h a t  lcinti of eqrlalily qf rights can there pos- 
sibly be bet\vecn t h e  keepers ant1 t h e  k e p t ?  There  is 
nei ther  equality of service rendered nor received ; for tlle 
one par ty  gives all, and t l ~ e  other  party takes all-and 
herein lies the  essence and spirit  of all inequality. 

It does not follow, merely because society is now 
divided into productive and unprocli~ctive classes, t h a t  t h e  
division is  e i ther  natural  or inevitable, as  t h e  political 
economists have asserted. A very cursory examinatiori of 
t h e  causes w h i c l ~  render  men rich and poor, and maintain 
t h e  illequality of condition after i t  llas been created, will 
shew u s  t h a t  this  inecl~al i ty ,  $9 far from being depcnder~t  



on inequality of bodily and ~nental  powers in individuals, 
exists in defiance of any such inequality of powers, and is 
in no way connected with these powers-that i t  arises 
froni causes mhicli no individual can properly comnla~ld or 
control, whatever may be the superiority or inferiority of 
his ~neiltal and corporeal faculties. 

I t  may be consistent with the ignorance ant1 the false 
notions of things wliich the present social system fosters, 
to contend for the excellence ant1 the propriety of this 
system, antl to decry all improvement antl all cllange; but 
those from whom the thiclc veil of the present has beer1 
lifted up-who can survey the bright and the glorious 
prospect contained witl~in the fi~turc-such favoured ones, 
whercver they may be, will not regart1 the gross injr~otice 
and ilepravity which now cxist in thc world, as things 
intended fur perpetuity by an immaculate ant1 perfect 
Creator. 

If the advocates of the present system, with its blacli 
catalogrlc of crinlcs and vices-if tlie wealthy and tlic self- 
styled high and mighty of the earth-can conceive of no 
other system, and do not know more of the nature of man 
than that he may be enslavet1 and degratled, they lrnow but 
the  half, and the worst Ilalf, of his ca1)abilitics. Awful, to 
such, will be the blast of that  coming tempest, which the 
strongest must bend to, ant1 the highest fill1 down before ! 

CHAPTER 11. 

FIRST PRINCIPLES RELATING TO SOCIETY AXD 
QOVERNBIENT. 

AN acquaintmce with the first principles of things is 
tlie end of all knomledgc; and the proper applicatian of 
these principles is the end of all rvisdom. Of all principles, 
lione are of so much importance to man as those which 
inflrlcnce and regulate societv ; and nonc are so little 
inquired into, or so little understood. The false views of 
himself, his position, and his relation to t h i n e ,  which the 
present system of society and the  contracted education 
connected with it, compel man to entertain, render i t  
almost impossible for him either to become acquainted with 
his real nature, or to form any conception of the Iiigli 
destiny which may be his even upon the globe he now 
inllabits. 

Lik~ all other bodies, man is governed by certain prin- 
ciples, or influences, whic11 he obeys necessarily ; and these 
influences take their rise from the circumstances in which 
the individual is placed. The various institutions by which 
man is surrounded, trace ollt the  orbit in wl~ich his 
tl~oughts, and feelings, and actions are to move; and 
on he goes, for centuries, tlie same old beaten round of 
crime and folly. Social systems, like solar systems, con- 
tain within themselves but few disturbing forces; nnci i t  is 
the nature of the same institutional circumstances, whether 
good or bad, to give a general uniformity of character, in 
respect to actions and opinions, to all who are exposed to 
their influence. The  institutions act upon the  man, and 
the man, in turn, re-acts upon the institutions. Thus  the 
aristocracy of to-clay thinks and acts almost the same as 
aristocracies have always thought and ~ c t e d  ; and the 
morlting clasws of the present time cringe to their op 



pressors, and Iciss the hand that smites them, the same 
their order did three thousand years since. 

T h e  world a t  large have not chosen the present social 
system, and the particular mode of t l i i~~l i ing  and acting 
connected with it, because i t  was good, nor have they 
rejected another hecauso i t  was bad ; but men llare blindly 
taken both goor1 and bad, as they happened to tllrn up, 
without lcnorr7ing the one from tlle other. W e  of the pre- 
sent day, in like manner, tnlce principles and institutions, 
and act upon them, simply because they were so taken and 
acted upon by those who have gone before us. Altllough 
a gradual movement is evcr going forward, yet society, as 
a whole, has Iiitl~crto 11ad no more inl~crent  power within 
itself to changc a t  once t I ~ c  direction of its actions ant1 
opinions, ~ ! I I I I  have tile plat~ets of our sol;v systcm a power 
to  change their  courses. JVl~cnevcr a new direction is 
given to the opinions and pursuits of men, t11c motiorl is 
occasioned by tlie accurnulatior~ of disturbing forces, or bv 
the unlr~elcomc pou~lcc of some conletary spirit on whom 
no continuity of every-day circumstance has acted,-but 
whose course, directctl by peculiarity of position and sin- 
golarity of circun~stance, lies directly across or against that  
of the whole of which he forms a part. And when the 
current of human events is thus broken in upon, i t  takes 
necessarily, mhetller good or bad, the new direction which 
is  given ; and this course is maintained until again changed 
by new influences and new disturbances. 

There always have been, in all countries ant1 under all ' 
forms of government, indivitluals in mental advance of, 
and apparently in opposition to, the main body of a people. 
Tliey are the pioneers to the march of niind-the tilast to 
give battle to prejudice, and tlle first to fall before it-and, 
altllougli they make the road to knowledge, to  freeilom, 
and to happiness, practicable and easy, they do so only by 
paving i t  wit11 their own bones. The  vocation of these 
lnraders of the dark empire of ignorance and tyranny 
renders them the especial dread of despots, and all other 
upholtlers of ~isurped pnwer and unjustly-acquired wealth ; 
and they are therefore alrvays persecuted wit11 a horrible 
inalignancy which no other being but Inan can feel and 
exercise. 

When we talie into consideration the various circu~n- 
s t a ~ ~ c e s  nll~icl~ liave rctarclecl 11umai1 atlvancclr~e~~t, we can- 

not be rurp&ed tha t  the  disentl~ralment of man from man 
has not yet been acliieveh Under d e s p o t i s m ~ a n d  the 

of governments are little else t1i;in despotisms- 
tile knowledge of t ru th  and liberty progresses slosly ; for 
tile gibbet and the dungeon are of too elsy access to be 
neglected by the Forernors, especially where custom has 

the immolnt~on of a victim a matter of b ~ t  little 
moment. Should the ruling few think fit to  give a reason 
for their bloody acts, they fabricate some black and odious 
lie, calculated to mis l ed  the multitude, and \vorli upon 
tlleir r ~ l d  their prejll~lices ; and tlle unllappy i ~ n d  

' enSlavell are made to  gloat upon the suf~erix~gs and 
decry tile principles of him \rho ~voald linve made then1 
enligllteI~ed and 11?l,py : tliey arc t ; a ~ g l ~ t  to r e g ~ r d  11im as 
one of tile dea(l11est enemies OF the llnmall race, and, 
believing him to  be such, tlley e n d t  a t  his diS~01rfitllr~ 
and in his clo~vnfall. The  gorerllors cry " C r ~ ~ c i f g  
llim !" and the deluded gorernecl loudly echo " Crucify 
i n  Should the fearless cliampion of t r u t l ~  escape for 
a time with life, i t  makes but  little difference in favour of 
his cause. Everything is against him. T h e  great body 
of those who are oppressed, and who stand most in need of 
deliverance, are perhaps unable to  read ; and the oral 
comnlunication of political .knowledge, even in countries 
professing to enjoy tlie liberty of tilought and speech, i s  
almost as slow and unsafe a method as tha t  adopted by 
means of boolcs. Wherever the body is enslaved, the mind 
is still more tyrannized over ; for the  anathema of the 
priest is  ever a t  the call of the despot ; and the hereafter 
of the first is always more dreaded, by an ignorant people, 
than the present tyranny of the  1;st. The minds alike of 
the oppresse(1 and the oppressor are warped and confined 
from infancy to maahood; and thus, benighted and 
enslaved, does generatio11 follorv generation ; and those 
simple trntlis and principles wliicl~, under certain circum- 
stances, might have become universally known and acted 
upon dnring tlie passing of one generation, are, under 
other circumstances, almost unknown and unregarded a t  
the end of centuries. 

It is time that  man went to first ~rinciples-it is  time 
that  he broke through those conventioual cobtvebs which, 
spun by his own ignorance, atrd fastened ~lpoll him by his 
own hands, have for ages bound his body and his soul 



as firmly as if they h a d  been fetters of adamant, and had  
been imposed upon him I)y the  unalterable decree of a 
Creator. P a s t  and present events afford ample den~ortstra- 
tion t h a t  there is sonietliing inherently wrong i n  our  
social arrangements-something which inevitably tends t o  
generate misery and crime, and t o  exalt n~orthlessness a t  
t h e  expense of merit. W e  are acquainted with justice 
only by name. O u r  whole social fabric is one vast Babel 
of interests, in  wlrich t r u e  charity, and morality, anti bro- 
ther ly love, have no existence. T h e  hand of every man is 
more or  less raised against every o t l ~ e r  man-the interest 
of every class is opl)osed t o  t h e  interest of every other  
class-and all otlter interests arc  in opposition and hostility 
to  t h e  interest of the  working man. T l ~ i s  unnatural s ta te  
of things was originally irltluccd, ant1 is now n ~ i l i ~ ~ t a i n e d ,  
by man's ignorance"of, or inattention to, F i r s t  Pr i~rciples  ; 
and these principles, as promulgated in tlle great  boolc of 
Nature ,  may be thus  interpretecl :- 

1. All  men are alike, in regard t o  their  substance, their  
creation, and their  preservation ; therefore t h e  nature of 
all is t h e  same, and t h e  absolute wants of all a re  t11e 
sBme. 

2. T h e  materials requisite for t h e  preservation of life- 
food, clothing, and shelter-exist evcryn~ltere around us, 
b u t  t l ~ e y  a re  naturally valueless t o  nian, and cannot bc 
obtained by him, except through t h e  nledium of labour ; 
therefore, as  t h e  life of no fluman being can be maintained 
without  a due  provision of food, clothing, and shelter, and  
as these cannot be procured without labour, i t  follows t h a t  
every human being ought  t o  labour. 

3. A s  t h e  nature and wants of all men are  alike, tlte 
r igh ts  of all mus t  be equal ; anil as  human existence is  
dependent on t h e  same contingencies, i t  follows, t h a t  t h e  
g r e a t  field for all exertion, and t h e  r a v  material of all 
wealth-the earth-is t h e  conlmon property of all i ts  
inhabitants. 

These silnple principles contain within tl~emaelves t h e  
essence of that  fundamental equality of r ights  wlrich men 
have for so many ages been endeavouring to .establish; 
and all  social and governmental institutions m u s t  be in  
accordance with their  dictates, if man would escape from 
all or a n v  of t h e  evils which 11e now suffers. Such princi- 
ples offe; t h e  only foundation on which human happiness 

can be permanently establislred ; and they naturally S U ~ -  

*st a lnotle of action, in  respect t o  social institutions, 
wliicl~ will enable tnan t o  enjoy a11 the  pleasures and escape 
from all t h e  ills which his nature can be cognisant of. It 
i s  not  rational t o  suppose t h a t  t h e  preser~t  inequalities i n  
society must  always exist, merely because they es i s t  for 
t h e  t ime being;  nor 's i t  in accordance with experience to  I infer that,  because a mode of action i s  invariable under  
certain influences and circumstances, i t  will coiltinue unal- 
terable under  all infjuences x11c1 circumstances. M a n  is 
man a t  t h e  pole as  well as  :it tlic equator, b u t  t h e  diet  and 
t h e  clothing of t h e  one will never be adoittetl by t h e  other;  
nor will t h e  selfish principle exer t  itself so vilely and so 
evilly, i n  a s tate  of society ~ r ~ l i c r e  t h e  rights and the  dnties 
of all are  equal, as  i t  does under  t h e  present social sys- 
tem, w1:ere there  is  no equality ei ther  i n  respect t o  r igh ts  
o r  to  duties, to  services or to  re\r7ards. 

T h a t  all men a re  precisely equal in  their  mental  a n d  
bodily powers, or t h a t  they all require t h e  same quant i ty  
of sustenance, no one will a t t empt  t o  asser t ;  for absolute 
equality prevails not between any  two created beings. B u t  
t h e  inequality of powers ivhicll a t  present esis ts  amongst 
men, has  been induced, in  a great  degree, by t h e  favoura- 
ble or unfavourable circumstar~ccs in ~vllich inrl~vidllals 
have been I)laced, in  respect to  position in  society and 
rneans of development ; and, i n  most cases, if t h e  circum- 
stances and influences l:ad been reversed, t h e  ineqrlality 
would also liave been reversed. 

T h e  proud and pampered aristocrat, who has  possessed 
every advantage wllicli c i rcun~stances could afford for t h e  
develop~nent  of his  t iuy  brains, possesses, perhaps, know- 
ledge and acquire~nents  n.ltich fall not  t o  t h e  son of 
labour; but, forgetful of horv much circumstances of posi- 
tion have (lone for him-forgetfill t h a t  i t  was the  toil and  
privation of t h e  \vorIiing man ~ r h i c l i  gave him leisure and  
means-he tells us, sneeringly and insultingly, t h a t  h e  is  
a wiser and a higher  being than t h e  man whose honest 
hands procure his  bread. B u t  this  assumption of superi- 
ority has allnost had i t s  day, and will soon be neither 
heeded nor conceder1 ; and t h e  unnatural barriers ~vliicfi 
ignorance and fraud have reared to separate nren into 
classes and castes, lilce cattle in  3 public market, will 
be broken t h r o u g l ~  and trodden under  foot. 



A s  nature has made t11e preservation of life dependent 
on the fulfilment of the same conditions, and has giverl to 
every humxn being the powers adequate to l1lnintain 
existence, strict equity requires not only tllat these powers 
should be tl111y exercised, but likewise that  the exertion 
should br: rewarded with success; and that  i t  is not 
SO renrarded, is not the fault of nature, but of man. Na- 
ture  never commits errors-never inflicts injustice; and 
when she made man the slave of circun~stances, and left 
him a t  the mercy of events, she gave him faculties ade- 
quate to control the one and direct the other. Tha t  
he  might do this more effectually, and have dominion over 
most things relating to his existence, man has been taught 
to insti t t~te society; wl~ic l~ ,  if i t  be wisely regnlated, \\,ill 
enable him to accomplisll, by :L proper union and direction 
of forces, that  whicli no isolatetl exertion of human power 
could ever achieve. This is the intention and end of 
society; iintl the first step to the attainment of the wished- 
for power is the establisllnlent of institutions which will 
destroy or neutralise the trifling inequalities that  nature 
has created, and a t  the same time remove all the uncer- 
tainty cnnnectecl .rrith the fiitnrc welfare of man, and 
insure hiin, until death, an abundance of all those things 
which make life desirable. Society, thus constituted and 
regulated, will draw the whole human family into one 
common bond of fello~vsl~ip and union ; for its very prin- 
ciples, by showing to a11 men their dependence on all, 
prove to theln that  man 11as no pre-eminence above his 
fello\v-man; as the wisest and the strongest are but  as 
brolcen reeds when placed beyond the pale of society, and 
shut  out from the communion ant1 co-operation of their kind. 

Thus, from a consideration of the nature of man and 
the  object of society, a principle may be deduced, ~vllich, 
altllough nolo nnactcd upon, and its justice unacltno\v- 
ledged, \vill nltimately unite the two jagged and far- 
separated er~ds of the social chain-forming i t  into a circle, 
and putting the last finish upon man and his institutions, 
namely :- 

4. As self-preservation is the end of all labour, and as a 
general natural equality of powers and wants prevails 
amongst men, i t  should follow, that  all those who perform 
equality of lalotlr ought likewise to receive equality of 
reward. 

However unpalatable may be these principles, they are 
not only in strict accordance nrith justice, but  they are the 
on]y capable of clestroying tlic manifold ills 
and miseries which a departure from them, in the present 
constitution of society, necessarily engenders. 

Some of those who feed upon the produce of the work- 
man's industry, and y+ld him no service in return, may 
boldly assert that  equklity of condition can never have 
existence; they may cntieavour to prove that  society is 
like a human body-that there must be a h e d ,  a belly, 
and members-some to govern and some to obey, some to 
produce that  others may consume. n u t  this simile will 
not support the cause i t  is brought to subserve; for 
all men are of one nature-they are similar powers, or 
quantities, or qualities-and, as such, tllere can be no 
diversity of attributes amongst them. W e  must liken 
men to each other, and bellies to each other, and limbs to 
each other: we cannot compare an arm to a belly or 
a head, for they are not similar powers, and t l ~ e  one can by 
no possibility perform the functions of the other, place 
them in whatever circumstances me map. B n t  what one 
man can (lo, another man may do,-whether i t  be to l-ule 
as king or obey as subject-they are similar powers-and 
therefore there never can be a natural or a just division of 
society into belly and members-into mere consumers and 
producers. All men are of one substance and one nature, 
they all have the  like attributes, and t l ~ e y  are all, there- 
fore, equal in respect of their rights. 

When we have arrived a t  the first principles of any 
thing, me can almost see, as i t  were, the end of our jour- 
ney, and have only to march forward upon ;I straight and 
open road. W e  no longer ~vantler about in a labyrinth of 
doubt and conjecture, perpetually suffering wrongs and 
devising and rejecting I-emeciies ; but we Itnow exactly 
where we are, and the course which me ought to pursue. 
Thus  we lcnow that  life is dependent upon food, and that  
f o d  is dependent upon labour. We see a t  once, that, 
from the very nature of things, these dependencies are 
absoIute; and that, therefore, if l a b o ~ ~ r  h evaded by any 
human being, i t  can be thus evaded by  individuals 
only on the condition of increased labozlr by the moss. 
It requires no arguments, when wc view for one moment 
the poor toiler awl the rich idler, to prove that the exemp- 



tion from labour which t h e  la t ter  enjoys, is attributable t o  
t h e  inequalit of possessions which exists between t h e  t w o  
part ies;  ant I i t  is equally apparent, t h a t  inequality of 
possessions mus t  have been or~ginal ly induced, as  i t  is now 
pnrt ly  maintained, by t h e  exclusive ossession, by certain P inclividuals and classes, of t h a t  ear t  r which rightly and 
equally b e l o ~ g s  alilie to  every created being. T h u s  t h e  
conviction is  naturally and imperatively forced upon us, 
t h a t  individual possession of t h e  soil has been one cause of 
inequality of wealth-that inequality of wealth necessarily 
gives rise t o  inequality of labour-and t h a t  inequality of 
wealth, and labour, aud enjoyments, constitute thc  wrong 
as a whole. This, as  well as  t h e  deprivation of political 
power connected with it, is t h e  s tate  of things t o  b e  
remedied ; and if t h e  wrong is to  be removed, i t  mus t  bc 
done by removing t h e  inequality of condition which 
creates and perpetuates it. Equa l i ty  of riglits can 
never exist in  connection with inequality of labour and 
inequality of wealth. T h e  mere fact t h a t  men have here- 
tofore always been governed by unequal laws-that these 
laws hare  been based on assumed inequality of rights- 
and t h a t  t h e  idea of inequality of r igh ts  has  been derived 
from inequality of possessions-ought t o  convince us  of t h e  
unimprovable nature of a social system allowing of t h e  
distinctions iu society which now ex is t ;  for so long as  me 
hear  of rich and poor-of superior and inferior-of master  
and man-there can be no equality of riglits, no justice, 
no cessation of discontent and crime. 

From the  nature and position of man, and  t h e  princi- 
ples which have relation to  his  existence, i t  cannot be 
deuied t h a t  t h e  llatural r igh ts  of all human beings a r e  
equal. These rights, therefore, can never be given u p  or 
taken away, for they a re  attributes-conditions of exist- 
ence-an(\- they  a r e  limited, in every man, only by t h e  
equal r igh ts  of every otfler man. Thus, i t  nlay be said 
t l ~ a t  every mar? has a riglit  t o  d o  what  h e  likes-provided 
the so doing intedkres  not with the EQUAL r igh ts  of hisfel- 
lo=-man. T h i s  definition, broad as  i t  may appear, is  i n  
reality extremely circumscribed, and will allow neither of 
licentiousness nor tyranny. I t  is an indisputable r i g h t  of 
man t o  live upon t h a t  ear th on which h e  has been placed 
by his Creator;  and this r i g h t  t o  existence m u s t  from i t s  
na ture  be accompanied, in  every man, by t h e  r igh t  af 

appropriating to himself t h e  various necessaries of life which 
he can, by his  labour, colnpeI t h e  ear th to  yield him. T h e  
exercise of these rights, in  a well-regnlateti society, can 
neither cause collision nor inflict in ju ry ;  for tlie act ing 
upon them by one man does not necessarily interfere wi th  
t h e  same action on t h e  part  of every other  man. H u m a n  
r ights  m w t  all, and + all times, be tested by this princi- 
ple of interference; atrd whenever ally man, o r  body of 
men, o r  government, commits an action or m:tkes a claim 
which interferes with t h e  equitl r igh ts  of others, a wrong 
is cornniitted upon all who a re  thus  interfered with. 

Men preceded us, anti others will continue to  come after 
us. Generations arrive within t h e  confines of existence 
before the i r  predecessors have departed;  awl, as the  lives 
of all are  held by t h e  same tenure, and are dependent upon 
tllc same contingencies, t h e  absolute riglits of all t o  life 
and sustenance must  llecessarily be equal. But ,  froni t h e  
l)eculiar position in which we a re  placed, I)y t h e  rising and 
t h e  passing generations being ;ilways ~i l iset l  u p  together, i t  
is impossible to  maintain this  natural equality of r igh t  to  
subsistence, unless t h e  earth be C O M ~ I O N  PROPERTY, and 
t h e  ear th cannot be common property, nor can i ts  bless- 
ings be ei ther  universally or equally enjoyed, under  any  
system which admits  individual appropriatiorl of t h e  soil. 

It is labour alone ~vhicli  bestows value ; for labour, as  i t  
hxs been t ru ly  said, is t h e  purchase money which is  paid 
for everything we eat, or drink, o r  wear. Every  man has 
an uniloubteci r i g h t  to  all t h a t  his houest labour can pro- 
cure him. W h e n  he thus  appropriates the  frui ts  of his 
labour, he cotn~nits  no injustice upon a n y  other  11umal1 
I ~ e i n g ;  for he interferes ~v i t l i  no other msn's r igh t  of doing 
the  same with t h e  produce of itis labour. B u t  if a n y  
individual appropriate t o  himself t h e  j e l d  on wlrich all 
labour is exercised-if he  a t t empt  to set  u p  a clninl to  a n y  
particular par t  of t h e  earth-he clearly does t h a t  which i s  
unjust, and  contrary to  tlie common equality of r ig l~ t s ,  

for he inferferes ivilh the equal  r ight  of every Iru?non being 
to appropriale  that same part icular  spot. Pr ior i ty  of pos- 
sessiou gives no title mllntever ; nor can any duration of 
enjoyment establish a right,  where a r igh t  did not origi- 
nally exist. F r o m  t h e  very nature of t h e  thing, and t h e  
position in which man stands wit11 regard t o  his fellows, 
he never did, and never can, individually, possess any 



exclusive r i g h t  t o  one single inch of land. Wherever  s~ ic l i  
an assumed r i g h t  is set  u p  and. acted upon, there will 
always exist injustice, and tyranny, and poverty, and 
inequality of rights, whether  t h e  ~ e o p l e  be ltnder t h e  
monarchical or t h e  republican form of g o v e r n m c ~ ~ t  ; for all  
t h e  wrongs and  t h e  woes which man has ever committed 
or  enilured, may be traced t o  t h e  assumption of a r i g h t  i n  
t h e  soil, b y  certain individuals and  classes, t o  t h e  exclu- 
sion of other  intlividuals and classes. Equal i ty  of r igh ts  
can never be enjoyed unt i l  all individual claims to landed 
property a re  subverted, and merged in those of t h e  nation 
a t  large. 

T h e  next  s tep which man has ever talten, after having 
clai~nctl property in Iarttl, has I~cen to claim properly in 
man ; ant1 wherever one man ~~osscsscs  land, ant1 :mother 
has  none, t h e  la t ter  mus t  always be t h e  slave of t h e  former. 
F r o m  th i s  prolific source of evil-exclusive possession of 
t h e  soil-have arisen semi-civilized tlcspotisms, and govcrn- 
mental polr e r  of every ilescription ; for an infringement 
upon one of t h e  r igh ts  of man soon leads t o  :L disregard of 
all  his other  rights.  B ~ i t  wre have seen, from t h e  very 
na ture  of things, tha t  no man can ever possess a r igh t  t o  
t h e  obedience of another, nor claim property in h im;  ar?d 
therefore, wherever such a pretension is set  up, i t  mus t  be 
denounced and resisted, for i t  is contrary t o  t h e  le t ter  and 
t h e  spir i t  of Nature's g rea t  charter  of eql~ality. T h e  
Creator of lnan only is  t h e  owner of man ; and t h e  , 
assumption of power and dominion by one man or one class 
over other  men and other  classes, simply because t h e  one 
claims land and t h e  other does f i t ,  is as  un jus t  as  t h e  
inequality of property is un jus t  upon which such claim t o  
exclusive authori ty  is  founded. 

Man, as  an individu:rl, is  both mertk and poor, and h e  
will always continue t h u s  while isolatecl and alone. B u t  
h e  enters society-an aggregate of weah threads produce 
a powerful rope-an aggregate of indivicluals compose a 
nation. I f  man be weak and poor when left t o  himself, h e  
m u s t  necessarily continue weak and poor, as  an individ~lal, 
i n  any  and every s tate  of society ; for society alters neither 
Elis physical constitution nor his attributes-he is  still  n o  
more than one thread of tlie rope. By what  principle, 
then, does any  individual claim power and authori ty  over 
h i s  fellows ? I f  wealtness and insignificance be inherent  
in one man, they will likewiw: be inherent i n  all men- 

they will difler in degree only, not  in  Lind. A th ing  is  

equal t o  itself, and a ~vliole is greater  than i t s  par t ;  ;in(l 
there is nothing in nature or in  l a n g ~ i a g e  t h a t  can give u s  
an idea of one e q ~ ~ a l  being superior t u  another eqltal, o r  
greater than a thousand or a million of itself. Therefore 
all such assumption of supefijority-such toad-b low affec- 
tation of supremacy-merith only derision and contempt. 
T h e r e  cannot, perhaps, es i s t  a s ta te  of society without  
a form of government and Ia\vs of some k i n d :  b u t  there 
never was, and there never can be, in any  person, a r ight  to  
govern ; nor m n  one indivirlual ever justly make laws for 
another, and call upon him for obedier~cc. Hr~tl lan r igh ts  
a re  eqltal ; :tnd human r ights  are  t h e  t r u e  founclation for 
l~rrman l a m s  and t h e  correct ciefiners of man's : lut l~ori ty  
over man. 

Laws, if I)roperly considered, a re  no more thari con- 
trivances t o  promote t h e  vvelhre of society ; anti therefore 
they should be so framed as t o  afford t h e  greatest secllrity 
t o  the  whole body politic, with t h e  least restraint upon t h e  
actions of individuals. Such being t h e  nature and intcn- 
tion of laws, i t  is evident t h a t  all those mus t  be both pre- 
judicial and  unjust,  which tend t o  circumscribe t h e  r igh ts  
of individuals, without a t  t h e  same time nffordiug addi- 
tional protection t o  t h e  cornmunit)-. W i t h  respect to t h e  
institution of laws, no min0rit.y ccan ever possess the RIGHT 

of imposing laws upon the ~n(Gority ; m ~ d  therefore, w11er- 
ever laws have been t h u s  imposed, a manifest tyranny has 
been committe(1 upon t h e  majority. N o r  can a majority 
ever possess t h e  r i g h t  of inlposing laws upon t h e  minority, 
except mc11 laws Itare for their  object t h e  eqaalprotection 
of social r ights ;  for the  protection of persons and  
property being t h e  chief end for rvbicl~ men inst i tute  
hws-and as every man .rvllo respects t h e  r igh ts  of otl~era, 
ought  also t o  have his own r igh ts  held sacred-it follows, 
t h a t  all laws instituted by  either majority or minority,.fw 
such equal  protection of rights,  a re  binding upon all. B u t  
if, from ignorance of t h e  na ture  of right,  or from a n y  
other  cause, t h e  majori ty  or niin0rit.y thiuk fit  t o  enact 
laws which interfere with the r i g h t s  of a l l  without  a t  t h e  
same t ime affording eqttal protection to all, they  clearly d o  
t h a t  which i s  unjust .  Of th i s  indefensible and  tyrannical 
character a re  t h e  I a \ ~ s  iiow exist ing in England  and other  
countries. wllich, ~ t n d c r  pain of fine o r  imprisonment, 
w n d e r  i t  con lp~lsory  on i l l  persons t o  perform certatu 



religious observances on a s tated day. I n  regard t o  Eng- 
land, these laws mere enacted by an insignificant minority 
of t h e  nation ; b u t  had they been passed with the  consent 
of the  majority, they would have been equally unjust  and  
tyrannical in principle, and  equally worthy of detestation 
and resistatlce; for they  trespass upon the  r igh t  of one 
p a r t  of the  nation t o  enjoy their  free will in  t h e  matter ,  
without  affording any  additional protection t o  t h e  other  
part. Those who enacted t h e  laws, not on1 protected 
the i r  own r igh t  t o  perform certain services-w i ich no one 
could dispute-but they, a t  t h e  same time, infringed on 
t h e  equa! r igh ts  of others to d i s p e n ~ e  milA llleir observnnce. 
T h e r e  is not one law in existence in Grea t  Britain. which 
is  not more or less cor~taminatetl  by th i s  tyrannical princi. 
ple of interference wit11 private and public rigltt, untler t h e  
guise of protecting such right.  

T h e  r igh ts  of man, from their  very nature, a re  inde- 
pendent of, and unconnected with, majorities and niino- 
rities ; for such can neither give them nor t ake  them away. 
F r o m  t h e  very principle of equality by which they a re  
regulated, i t  mus t  follow, t h a t  t h e  natural r ights  of a n y  
aggregation of individuals cannot outweigh t h e  r igh ts  of 
a single individual ; and a l thong)~  a n y  nation, or combina- 
tion of men, have a n  undoubted r i g h t  t o  inst i tute  any laws 
they please relating to tlsemselves, yet  such laws cannot 
jus t ly  operate upon any  non-consenting fa r ty ,  except t h e  
principle of equality of r igh ts  be invade by such party. 

A l l  t h e  forms of gorernrnent a t  present existing are  i n  
a greater  or less degree tyrannical and irresponsible. T h e  
wrongs which emanate from them operate upon t h e  people, 
generally, in  an indirect manner, through t h e  medium of 
laws;  and such laws a re  always necessarily imbued with 
t h e  spirit  of inequality which pervades tlie government 
from \r~hich they spring. M i g h t  and R i g h t  have long 
been, with rulers, synonylnous te rms;  and r i g h t  and wis- 
dom and virtue a re  supposed t o  be inherent in certain 
persons and classes of the  community, independent of 
other  persons and classes. B u t  all these ideas of  superior 
and  i n f e r i o r 4 f  master and man-may be traced t o  t h e  
neglect of F i r s t  Principles, and to t h e  consequent rise of 
inequality of posscssiorls ; and such itleas will never be 
eradicated, nor t h e  institutions forlnded upon then1 be 
subverted, so long  a s  this  inequality is maintained. M e n  
have hitherto blindly hoped t o  remedy the  present unna- 

tural  s ta te  of things, and to inst i tute  equality of r igh ts  
and laws, by removing one rich ty ran t  and set t ing up 
another-by destroying exislitig ineqzlnlity, and leaving 
untouched t h e  cause of the  inequality ; but  i t  npill shortly 
be seen, t h a t  i t  is not  i n  t h e  nature of any xnere govern, 
mental change t o  affo1-d permanent relief-that misgovern- 
ment  is  not a cause, b u t  a cons~quence-that i t  is not t h e  
creator, b u t  t h e  created-that it  is tlie offspritig of inequu- 
iity of ; and t h a t  inequality of possessions is 
inseparably connectetl wit11 our  present social system. 
From th i s  i t  will follow, tha t  t h e  present s ta te  of things 
cannot be remedied, unless we change a t  once our \vhole 
social systetn ; for, alter our  form of g o ~ ~ e r n n i e n t  :IS \re 
will, no such change can affect tlic syste~n-no such cl~:lngc 
can prevent inequality of possessions, and t h e  division of 
society into employers ant1 employed-ant1 therefore, as a 
necessary conseciuence, no such change can remove tlie 
evils \r.liicl~ th i s  system ant1 this  division of society en- 
gender. 

W e  do not  act, and never yet  have acted, upon those 
F i r s t  Principles which t h e  Creator has ins t i t i~ ted  for t h e  
guidauce and t h e  welfare nf m a n ;  nor do \re keep t h e  
broad principle of equality in  view, either in our  r igh ts  o r  
our d~l t ies ,  orir labours or our  re~varits. W i t h  us, almost 
everything is unequal, and unnatural,  and unjust.  A n d  
why a re  things t h u s  ? H o w  is i t  t h a t  some men receive 
only half allownncc for doing double work, \rhile others 
receive ilouble or qundruple allowance merely for looking 
on ? T h e r e  is  no principle in  numbers \vl~ich will make 
one man to be tifty, o r  a I~undred-there is no principle in  
production w l ~ i c l ~  will enable one unaided man, wit11 
powers only equal t o  those of any  other  man, t o  perform 
the  united l i~bour of one hundred-and there is no prin- 
ciple of reason or of justice which will allow one man t o  
al~lropriate  the  frui ts  of the  labour of one Ilundred. And 
yet  this  un jus t  appropriat io~l  has been practised and toler- 
atetl, in defiance or every principle of numbers and of 
justice, from t h e  creation of xriari to  t h e  present (la!.. 
Such is t h e  operation of t h e  present social system-on 
fraud and robbery Icgnlised stand all its power, and wealth, 
ancl glory-and until  th i s  system be overtliron.~~, and t h e  
i~nmutab le  principles of t ru th  est:~blislietl, let no man 
spcalc of peace, or look for justice, or hope for hap- 
pi ness ! 



CHAPTER 111. 

T H E  CONDITIONS REQUISITE FOR INDIVIDUAL AND 
NATIONAL PROSPERITY. 

W I F R ~  we, apart  from t h e  feelings and t h e  prejuclices 
.which conventional ant1 cdncational circumstances have 
irnpressetl upon us, t o  take a srlrvcy of t h e  whole Iluman 
family, we might  compare them t o  shipwrecketl men, 
t h r s ~ r n  upon at1 almost desert island. T h e r e  is sufficient 
room for all t o  l i re  and move, ant1 plenty of t h e  mere 
elements of everything necessary t o  support existence ; 
but  nothing can be done without  labour. It requires  
I:lbor~r to  ga ther  even the  wild fruits from t h e  trees, o r  t h e  
shell-fish from t h e  sea-shore. W i t h o u t  labour, we die. 

Srlrely, the  most rational mode of action for men so 
circumstanced woultl be, t o  un i te  together  in parties, work 
ant1 share :~lilte, and render  to  each o ther  mutua l  assistance 
and protection; for, by act ing thus, t h e  labour of each 
person would be infinitely liglr tened, and his security be 
much increasetl. T h e  s trong could defend t h e  weak, and 
t h e  wary advise t h e  s t rong : all might  be of service. 

B u t  men have heretofore done nothing of t h e  kind. 
T h e  motto of a l n ~ o s t  every member of t h e  human family 
has been, and still is-" E a c h  for I1in3self." We have 
pursuetl different traclts, and lrave moved on alone, 
although we have all been in search of t h e  same object. 
-an object, too, which could by no possibility be obtained 
by  one man except through t h e  instrumentality of h i s  
fellows. W e  haye been weal; when we might  have been 
strong-me have been naked and hungry  when we  m i g h t  
have been clothed and fed-we have t~ecn  bi t ter  and im- 
placable enemies w l ~ e n  nre might  h a r e  heen kind and  sted- 
fast friends. 

We have suffered and sinned t h u s  on account of o u r  
ignorance, and our  inattention t o  F i r s t  Principles. No 
common bond of sympathy ant1 fellour-feeling has ever 
drawn t h e  hearts  of men together, for there 11as been 
among t h e m  no common interest. W e  hilve always left 
both t h e  end and  t h e  means t o  chance-to uncontrolletl 
circumstance-which has  apportioned to each man h i s  
labours, and h i s  rewards, and his  punishments, almost in- 
dependent of e i ther  cal)ability, or exertion, or desert. 
One  man has  found a n  oyster and anothcr lias m c t  lvith a 
shell-one man lias been fiIled t o  repletion, and another 
11 as starved. 

T h i s  cl~ance-way of maintaining life, altliougl~ i t  may 
h agreeable to  tile n:rture of brutes, was never intendetl 
t o  be acted upon by  ration;~l beings. Notwithstanding 
t h a t  we have ever claimed superiority over all other ear thly 
beings-and have assumed such pre-erninence solely on 
account of our  renson-yet Iiitl~erto, in  respect t o  our  
social institutions, we 1l;lve nli~tle lit t le or no use of this  
great  distinctive attribute. hI:m has  a reasonable as well 
as  a n  instinctive nature-each given him as a means to  
at ta in a certain end-ant1 each being intended to accom- 
plish t h a t  which t h e  other  cannot effect. W l ~ e n  man 
Fovels anlong t h e  instincts, h e  has no pre-eminerlce above 
a beast-he becornes not man un t i l  he reasons, and obeys 
t h e  dictatrs  of t h a t  reason. 

T h e  present social system i s  based upon the  instinctive, 
and not t h e  re'wnable, nature of man. It gives develop- 
ment  and s trength only t o  our  brute  perceptions and  

I t  lcaves our  self-lore to  be guitled by our  
instinct instead of by our reason, in t h e  formation of insti- 
tutions ; and consequently, as  the  instinct of man is  less 
perfect than  t h a t  of any  other  animal, so is t h e  s tate  of 
society foundeci upon tltiit instinct more imperfect t l ~ a n  
t h e  commtlnity which nature has  t aught  t h e  very bees 
and  beavers t o  institute. M a n  has ever been in a n  unna- 
tu ra l  position ; and  therefore, of necessity, he  has always 
been unhappy or  discontented-always seeking for change. 
T h i s  restlessness-this eternal yearning after we know not 
what-is not a n  inherent  principle o r  faculty iu man, which 
mus t  operate in  all circumstar~ces and under  all influences; 
for, had this  universally prevalcnt ciiscontent been r ight ly 
reasoned upon, and analyscil, i t  \vould have been found t o  



proceed,-not from t h e  na ture  of man, and the  incompe- 
tency of ear thly things t o  make him happy-but from t h e  
l ~ n n a t u r a l  position in  which man has ever existed witIl 
respect t o  his fello~vs, and t h e  litt le use and  ill use which 
he tias made of his higher faculties. 

Unl~appiness  is riot felt  by  any  created being, so long as 
such being is  in  t h e  position. v l ~ i c h  nature intended i t  t o  
occupy ; and i t  is manifested equally by all, when removed 
from such position. T h e  Creator intended all creatures t o  
be happy, and therefore placed them in proper situations, 
o r  gave them at t r ibutes  : u ~ d  faculties calculated for the i r  
preservation and enjoyment. Experience teaches us, t h a t  
if we remove any  animal from i t s  proper position into one 
alien to  i t s  nature, i t  immediately exhibits all tha t  rest- 
lessness ant1 discontentmer~t which has so long been t h e  
characteristic of man. M a n  now exists in  an unnatural  
state-as an instinctive ra ther  than a ration:~l being-and 
he  is therefore necessarily restless and dissatisfied; a ~ d  so 
he  must renlain, until  11e alters his position. Shall we, 
then, by t h e  aid of those gigantic powers which we pos- 
sess, create around 11s circllmstances congenial to  our  
nature, and t h u s  become contentetl and joyful; or shall 
we stupidly continue t o  t a x  the  Grea t  Giver of life-that 
Almighty Power whose every law is  immutably just-with 
partiality or tyranny ? L e t  us  cease our  mautllin lamen- 
tations, ant1 our  outcries, t h a t  we only, in a universe of 
arlaptatiolr and perfectibility, a r e  lost and forsaken and 
niiserable beings. L e t  us, for once, make some use of our  
mucli-boasted but  much-neglected reason ; and take t h a t  
station-create those circumetances-fulfil t h a t  end-for 
w 11ich existence was bestorved upon us. 

T l ~ e  poverty ant1 misery of the  masses of all nations 
have for ages been notorious. I t  was easy t o  make t h e  
~ ~ ) ~ r c s s e d  believe, ere  Blind had toac l~ed  theni with i t s  
quickening spark, t h a t  their  condition in society, as  t h e  
slaves and the  inferiors of their  fello\v-men, was a rreces- 
sary conseqrlcncc of their  existence, and therefore unavoid- 
able and irremediable. But ,  as  t ime progressed, I~now- 
ledge spread ; and  the  soils of labour began not only 
t o  disbelieve t h e  story of their  inferiority, b u t  liliewise to  
a t t empt  t o  throrv off the  yoke of the  merciless enemy mhicll 
]lad so long held them in thraldom. T h e  frequent and 
vigorous efforts which have been made for this  purpose 

during t h e  1st half-century, have not been unheeded by  
the party ; and they have discovered t h e  necessity 
of supporting tlreir pretensions t o  soprenlacy and wealth 
by stronger p o o f  t h a n  mere assertion. T o  this  end 
have certain individuals examined t h e  ground-xvork and  
tendency of t h e  existing system ; and  their  labours have 
ended in t h e  erection of what  is called t h e  science of 
political Economy. T h e  founders of this  science have 
gone t o  first principles-they h a r e  reasoned from indispu- 
table facts-and they have proved, clearly and convinc- 
ingly, tliat, under  t h e  present system, there is  no hope for 
tile working man-that 11e is indeed t h e  bondman of t h e  
man of money-and t h a t  11e is k e p t  so by circ~lmstances 
which lleitlrcr his enemy nor himself can imn~cdiately 
control. 

But le t  not tlre unjust  man %nil t h e  extortioner, mhere- 
ever lie may be, exul t  in the  imxncnsity of his  wealth ant1 
the  unconquerableness of his pn\ver--let not a toil-worn 
ant1 a n  imPoverislled people, wherever they may be, th ink  
t h a t  their  doom is fixed, and t h a t  deliverance will never 
come. T h a t  mhicll is  t r u e  of particular under  
certain influences, is no t  necessarily t r u e  of t h e  same 
principles tlndcr all c i rcun~stances;  nor is t h a t  degrada- 
tion ant1 poverty, which is  the  portion of t h e  working man 
under  t h e  present social system, a necessary concomitant of 
his existence under any  and every social system. This  
shall be proved by  t h e  same principles and t h e  same mode 
of argument  by which the  political economists, from not  
going far enough, have proved t h e  contrary. B y  t h u s  
fighting them upon their  ourn ground, and with their  own 
weapons, we shall avoid t h a t  senseless clatter respecting 
" visionaries" and " theorists," \irith which they are  SO 

reailv to  assail 311 \rho dare move one s tep from t h a t  beaten 
trac6 which, " by auttiority," has been pronoullcetl to  be 
the  only r ight  one. Before t h e  conclusions a r r ~ v e d  a t  by 
such a course of proceeiling can be overtbron.n, t h e  
economists must unsay or disprcve those established t r u t h s  
anlf principles on \rrI~ich their own argunlents are  founded. 

" Society," i t  has  been affirmed by n political economist, 
" both iu i t s  rudest  form, and i n  i ts  most refined and com- 
plicated relations, is nothing b u t  a system of exchangfs. 
A n  exchange is a transaction in which 110th t h e  partles 
who make t h e  exchange are  benefited ;--and, consequently 



42 LABOUR'S WRONGS AND 

society is a state presenting an uninterrupted succession of 
advantages for. all its members." 

- 
i t  has been to make society what i t  is here represented 

to  be--"an uninterrupted succession of advantages far 
ALL its members"-that the efforts of the truly great 
and gmd in all ages have been directed. Society is not 
thus universally advantageous to all within its p.1 r t  e, nor 
has i t  ever yet been so. Ask the producers of wea:th-the 
despised, the  toil-worn, tlie oppressed working men, of 
any age or any nation,-if society was ever for them an 
" uninterrupted succession of advantages." Could their 
voices arise from the grave--could they tell us tlie sicken- 
ing tale of their wrongs and their miseries-how ~vi!d 
would be their wailings !-how terrible their imprew, 
tions! Bu t  even were liistory silent as to their fate, 
experience is a perpetual remembrancer to the  men of t h e  
present day;  and they cannot change their situation for a 
better one, nor wilI they ever have a proper hold upon 
society, until First  Principles are universally acted upon- 
untiI we attend to those conditions which the  political 
economists themselves have confessed to  be "necessary for 
the  production of Utility, or of what is essential to the  
support, comfort, and pleasure of human life ;"-and these 
conditions are :- 

" 1. That there shall Ae labour. 
" 2. That there shall be accumulations offormer labour, 

or capitol. 
"3 .  That there sAall be exchanges." 
These three conditions, be i t  remembered, are those laid 

down by the economists. There is no reservation made- 
no distinction of any particular persons or classes with 
respect to whom these conditions shall or shall not have 
reference. They are applied to society a t  large, and, 
from their nature, cannat exempt any individual or any 
class from their operation. W e  must, therefore, take tIie 
conditions as they are, and apply them, with their advan- 
tnges and their disadvantages, to all alike. 

I Iad  these conditions been fulfilled by men, as they 
ought to I~ave been, there would now be no occasion for 
forming associations to obtain political rights, or trades' 
unions to protect the employed from the n~erciless exac- 
tions of the employers. But these conditions have bee11 
neglected, or only partially observed, and the  present con- 

&tion of tlie working man and society a t  large is tlie con- 
sequence, Prom our habits and prejurlices, i t  is dificolt 
to discover truths or First  Principles, but  i t  is still more 
difficult to apply these principles properly, or even to con- 
ceive that they may be acted upon. First  Principles are 
always general in  their application-not partial. The  
l ~ ~ i - ~  TIIOU SEIALT LABOUR"--rests alike on all created 
beings. To  this great law, from the mirn~test animalcule 
in a drop of water, to the most stupendous whale which 
dives beneath the waves of ocean, t!~ere are naturally, and 
there shoulil be artificially, no exceptions. Man orlly can 
escape this law ; and, from its  nature, i t  can be evade 1 by 
one man only a t  the expense of another. The litw itself 
is never destroyecl or ;ibrogatctl-it liaturally and perpetu- 
ally presses eqr~ally upon all men-upon the  capitalist as 
well as the worlting man-arid if one mati or one class 
escape i ts  pressure, the slim total of its force  ill bear 
u p  some other nian or class. It is as :ibsol~lte conditiolr of 
existence " that  there shall be labour." 

T h e  word " Labour," with most men, has unpleasant 
ideas associated with it. To marly, i t  signifies raggedness, 
or ignorance, or degradation-aclli~rg bones, mental and 
bodily lassitude, a gn:i\rirrg dissatisfaction wit11 every thing 
arounci them, and ;t, h:tlf-\r-earincss of life. T o  destroy the 
inexplicable feelings ~vlrich excessive labour thus creates, 
the  over-wrought ~vorking Inan wants, and he must have, 
some mental or botlily restorative to supply this waste of 
vital energy. B u t  the present institutions of society offer 
h h  nothing of tlie kind, Tliere is nothing around biln to  
raise up  111s ~,rostmteci soul, and enlarge and purify the  
noble germ within him ; for everytiling he hears 2nd sees 
2nd feels, tends to enforce lipon him a sense of inferiority 
and abasement. No  wonder t11:tt his manlrood droops and 
\vitllcrs-thnt he seelis for the momentary relaxation 
:rfforcled by deb:~ucher~-tll;t,t he soon loses even the  desire 
to improve liis very few llours of leisure, and becomes con- 
t en t  to plod through life, not as a man, but as :In animal- 
eating, drinl<ing, working, to the end of his days. 
The aIlnigllty principle of nlincl, if ~tnuserl and unim- 
~moved, sickens, and degenerates, and dies. 

Labour, like everything else, is good when used legiti- 
mately, bnt becomes prejudicial when abused. I t  has 
hitherto been regnrded as a curse-and i t  has to marly 



been a n  actual curse--only because men have not used it 
rightly. T h e  g r e a t  mass of mankind has laboured t o  
excess ; and, like every other  excess, labour has excited 
litt le else than  aversion and loathing. 

Labour ought  t o  raise none of these unpleasant ern& 
tions ; nor would i t  d o  so if taken in moderation. I f  we 
understood things rightly, we should consider labour a 
blessing rather  than a curse, for i t  is t h e  one grea t  pre- 
strvative of intellectual and corporeal health. But ,  with 
strange inattention to t h e  nature and uses of things, t h e  
world a t  large stamps labonr, which is t h e  parent  of every 
enjoyment, a s  not only unpleasant, b u t  derogatory. T n e  
worlcing man mus t  not s i t  with t h e  idler o r  t h e  capitalist, 
nor mus t  he ea t  with them, or associate with them. T h e  
pot-house and t h e  hovel a re  allotted t o  t h e  one-the ball- 
room and t h e  palace are  usurped by t h e  other. T o  have 
ever honestly earned a shilling, is, under  t h e  present 
system, and by tliose who have perched themselves upon 
t h e  pinnacles of t h a t  system, considered almost as  a moral 
s ta in upon a man, which can be wiped away only by  
successive generations of icllers. Those a re  now t h e  most 
regarded who can point back t o  t h e  longest l is t  of ances- 
tors who never did one useful thing, ant1 who have there- 
fore lived for ages upon t h e  industry of t h e  productive 
classes, by  what  can only be called tolerated robbery. B u t  
al l  labour mus t  come from some parties ; and t h e  advocate 
for justice and for equal r igh ts  cannot b u t  exclaim-"Letg 
those only c ry  out  against worlting who can live without  
eat ing and drinking, for none b u t  such were intended to be 
idle." 

Labour is neither more nor less than  labour ; and one 
kind of employment is not more honourable o r  dishonour- 
able than another, although all descriptions of labour may  
not  appear of equal value t o  society a t  large. Such  
inequality of value. however, is no argument  for inequality 
of  rewards ; and  when we have examined t h e  subject in all 
i t s  bearings and relations, we shall find t h a t  it ' i s  as  jus t  
and  reasonable t h a t  equal labour of all kinds should be 
equally remunerated, as i t  i s  j u s t  and reasonable t h a t  
labour should be universal. Man,  properly constituted, 
requires not t h e  low st imulant  of superior pecuniary reward 
t o  spur  him on t o  do his  d u t y  t o  his fellow-man. 

A l l  kinds of labour are  so mixed u p  together, and  so 

dependent on each other  tliat the  institution of inequality 
of rewards involves more actual peculliary injustice than 
a n  possibly have existence under  a systcnl which rewards 
a l l  men and all trades alilce, for a similar application of 
i a b u r  ; whilst t h e  moral and physical evils which experi.. 
ence has proved t o  be inseparable from t h e  present system 
of ineaualitY--the uncharitableness, t h e  insatiable greedi- 
ness, t h e  bloodshed, t h e  wrongs of every ltind mlllch t h e  
records of three thousand years are  filled with-can have 
litt le o r  no existence in connection wit11 equality of reward 
for equal labour. 

Not only a re  t h e  greatest advantages, bu t  s t r ic t  justice 
also, on the  side of a system of equality. It mus t  be con- 
fessed by al l  men, t h a t  the most important discovery or 
invention, unless labour be applied to  bring forth i ts  
results, is jus t  as useless to  its as  t h e  merest trifle. Thus, . 

al t l tougl~ i t  may be said t h a t  he \vho invents a steam- 
engine confers a greater  benefit upon society than t h e  man 
w l ~ o  makes it,-xnd t h a t  he  who makes i t  does a greater  
service tI1an h e  r h o  merely fills i t  with water and liindles 
t h e  fire under  it,-yet, i n  reality, the  labour of t h e  last 
m a n  is  jus t  as necessary, t o  produce t h e  effects tlesiretl, as  
t h e  l abo~l r  of t h e  first. Tl ie  drawing or model of t h c  
inventor is of no value until  seconded by the  labour of t h e  
engine-maker ; and t h e  perfected engine, un t i l  it be p u t  i n  
motion by  fire and  water, is  as  worthless as  t h e  mere 
model. T h e  results t o  be produced by t h e  instrunlentality 
of t h e  engine a re  t h u s  dependent, and equally dependent. 
upon the  labour of all t h e  parties concerned. Every  man 
is a link, and an indispcnsable link, in t h e  chain of effects 
-the beginning of wlricll is b u t  an idea, and the  end, per- 
haps, t h e  production of a piece of cloth. T~IIIS, although 
we may entertain difierent feeliligs towards t h e  several 
parties, i t  does not follow t h a t  one should be bet ter  paid 
for his  labour than  another. T h e  inventor will ever 
receive, in  addition t o  his jus t  pecuniary reward, t h a t  
which genius only can obtain from us-the t r ibute  of our 
admiration. 

Under  t h e  present social system, wit11 i t s  individualized 
and  opposing interests, and i t s  high ;\nil low employments, 
equal rernutieratio~l for equal labour would be both im- 
practicable and unjust.  Sonle professions and trades, t o  
obtain a mastery orc r  them, require quadruple t h e  t ime 














































































































































































	0001.tif
	0002.tif
	0003.tif
	0004.tif
	0005.tif
	0006.tif
	0007.tif
	0008.tif
	0009.tif
	0010.tif
	0011.tif
	0012.tif
	0013.tif
	0014.tif
	0015.tif
	0016.tif
	0017.tif
	0018.tif
	0019.tif
	0020.tif
	0021.tif
	0022.tif
	0023.tif
	0024.tif
	0025.tif
	0026.tif
	0027.tif
	0028.tif
	0029.tif
	0030.tif
	0031.tif
	0032.tif
	0033.tif
	0034.tif
	0035.tif
	0036.tif
	0037.tif
	0038.tif
	0039.tif
	0040.tif
	0041.tif
	0042.tif
	0043.tif
	0044.tif
	0045.tif
	0046.tif
	0047.tif
	0048.tif
	0049.tif
	0050.tif
	0051.tif
	0052.tif
	0053.tif
	0054.tif
	0055.tif
	0056.tif
	0057.tif
	0058.tif
	0059.tif
	0060.tif
	0061.tif
	0062.tif
	0063.tif
	0064.tif
	0065.tif
	0066.tif
	0067.tif
	0068.tif
	0069.tif
	0070.tif
	0071.tif
	0072.tif
	0073.tif
	0074.tif
	0075.tif
	0076.tif
	0077.tif
	0078.tif
	0079.tif
	0080.tif
	0081.tif
	0082.tif
	0083.tif
	0084.tif
	0085.tif
	0086.tif
	0087.tif
	0088.tif
	0089.tif
	0090.tif
	0091.tif
	0092.tif
	0093.tif
	0094.tif
	0095.tif
	0096.tif
	0097.tif
	0098.tif
	0099.tif
	0100.tif
	0101.tif
	0102.tif
	0103.tif
	0104.tif
	0105.tif
	0106.tif
	0107.tif
	0108.tif

