A

T R EA TTI S E

CONCERNING

CIVIL GOVERNMENT,

IN

T HREE P ARTS.

P ART L

THE NOTIONS OF MR. LOCKE AND HIS FOLLOWERS,
CONCERNING THE ORIGIN, EXTENT, AND END
OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT, EXAMINED AND CON-
FUTED.

P ART IL

THE TRUE BASIS OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT SET
FORTH AND ASCERTAINED; ALSO OBJECTIONS
ANSWERED; DIFFERENT FORMS COMPARED ; AND
IMPROVEMENTS SUGGESTED,

P AR T IL

ENGLAND’S FORMER GOTHIC CONSTITUTION CEN-
SURED AND EXPOSED; CAVILS REFUTED; AND
AUTHORITIES PRODUCED: ALSO THE SCRIPTURE
DOCTRINE CONCERNING THE OBEDIENCE DUE TO
GOVERNORS VINDICATED AND ILLUSTRATED.

BY JOSIAH TUCKER, D.D.
DEAN OF GLOCESTER.

— Sm—

L OND O N:
PRINTED FOR T. CADELL, IN THE STRAND.
M.DCC.LXXXI.



T H B

P REFACE

HE long preliminary Difcourfe, which X
T had printed in the Specimen difperfed
among my Friends, is now totally fupprefled. It
was their Opinion, that fuch an Enumeration of
Errors, as were there colleed together out of
Mr. Lockr’s Writings, was needlefs at prefent ;
becaufe the Degree of Infallibility, which had
been afcribed to his Name and Works, is now
greatly leflened. They likewife thought, that
fucha Catalogue of Miftakes might be made Ufe
of by a fubtle Adverfary, as an Handle to divert
the Attention of the Reader from the main Point,
to that which was foreign to the principal Defign.
I am perfuaded of the Juftice of thefe Remarks ;
and I do hereby requeft my worthy Friends to
accept of my grateful Acknowledgments.

My prefent Defign is to fpeak to another Sub-
je€t. Some there are, who think it impoffible,
that fuch a Man as Mr. LockEk, ever meant to
patronize thofe dangerous Confequences, which
his Followers, and particularly Mr. Molineux,
and Dr. Price, have deduced from his Principles.
They wifh, therefore, that all the Cenfure might
tallon the Dilciples, and not on the Mafter. In
Reply to this, I fubmit to them and the Public
the following Confiderations

i/



i1 P REF A CE
1/l. -~ That Mr. MovrinEux was Mr. LockL's
Acquaintange, Correfpondent, and bofom Friend;
¢hat be fent him his famous Book, the Cafe of
Ircland, as a Prefent ;—that he defired his Opi-
nion thereon; which though Mr. Locke declin-
ed or rather deferred to give ;—yet he never
once hinted, that Mr. Morinsux had miftaken
his Principles, and had afcribed Confequences
to him, which he muft difavow. [See the w hole
Corniefpondence carried on between them in Mr.
Lockr’s Works.] Moreover, I defire it may
be taken Notice, that Mr. LockEe furvived Mr.
Morineux feveral Years ; — during which Time
the Proteftants of Ireland were worked up in-
to intemperate Heats by thofe very Notuons
of unalicnable Rights and Independence, which
Mr. Locke’s and Mr. MoLiNLUXS Writings
had infufed into them, and which they have
fince adopted in fo decifive a Manncr; yet
during all this Time Mr. Lock e was filent. and
made no Remonftrance againft fuch Proceedings.

He never intimated to any one, as far as I can
lcarn, that they were miftaken m their Infe-

rences ; nor did he retort upon them, by faying,
that if they thought they had a Right to deduce
fuch Confeguences from his Principles. —the Pa-
pilts of Ireland [ the original Natives of the Coun-
try and the vaftly greater Majority of the People]
had a much ftronger and clearer Right to fhake
off the Proteftant Yoke, and to aflert their na-
tive Indepcndence, and unalicnable birth-right.

Thi:

P REF A CE, iii
This he probably would, or at leaft this he ought
to have done, had he really thouzht, that Mr.
Morineux and the Iri/h deduced fuch Con-
clufions from his Premifes, as it was incumbent
on him to difavow.

2dly. Granting for Argument’s Sake, that
the Dean of Glocefler is either fo illiterate, or fo
blinded with Prejudice, that he cannot fee the
obvious Meaning of the plaineft Propofitions in
Mr. Locke’s Work,—yet what fhall we fay of
Dr. Prick, his warmeft Advocate, and profefled
Admirer? Is he too in the fame Situation with
the Deax of Glocefler ? All the World muft al-
low, that Dr. Price is a very learned Man
and a clear Writer: And if his Prejudices o;
Mr. Lockg, and the Dean of Glocefler's Pre-
judices againfl him, fhould make them agree in
the fame Opinions; it muft at leaft be allowed
that fuch a Clafhing of oppofite Prejudices hatl;
produced that marvellous Effe&t, which oppofite
Prejudices never produced before. The Doc-
tor and 1 fee Mr. Locke’s Principles with the
fame Eyes; we underftand them in the fame
§enfe; and all the Difference between us,
15, That he admires them, and glries in the
C(?nfequences of them, which I do not, and
think them to be extremely dangerous to the
Peace and Happincfs of all Societies.

Bur 3dly, And to end this Controverfy at
once: Let fome Friend to Truth, blefled with

greater



iv. PRETFACE

greater Difcernment than the Deax of Glocefier,
or even than Dr. Pricg, take Mr. Lockk's
Book in hand, and fhew from the natural Con-
firuGtion of the Words, and the Scope and
*Tenor of the Context, that both of us [and in-
deed, that all in general, Admirers, and Non-
Admirers | have hitherto miftaken Mr. LockE’s
«rue Senfe and Mcaning: And in the next Place,
let this bappy Interpreter or clear-fighted Com-
mentator point out, how fuch and fuch Paffages
ought to have been underftood ; and what Con-
fequences ought to have been deduced from his
Writings, different from all thefe, which bave
been deduced before.

Tuis would be coming to the Point; and
when fatisfattorily performed, a moft ufeful
Work it will be.—1, far my Part, fhallbe exceed-
ing glad to have it proved, that I was miftaken
[For I ncver wifh to find Fault without great
and urgent Caufe] Therefore if this Point can be
fatisfaBtorily proved, 1 do hereby pledge myfelf
to make a public Recantation. ThisI promife to
do, becaufe I think it to be no Manner of Dif-
grace to the Charagter of an honeft, fallible, well-
meaning Man to fay. ITam now convinced that
Twas in an Error; and I afk Pardon.

Two Things moic I {hall beg Leave to add
and thefe I borrow from Mr. Locxi’s own Pie-
£ace to this very Book on Government.

 Fiest.

P RETFACE v.
« First, that cavilling here and there, at

« fome Expreffion, orlittle Incident of my Dif-
« courfe, is not an Anfwer to my Book.

¢« Seconpry, ThatI fhall not take Railing
« for Argtiments; nor think either of thefe worth
« my Notice :—Though I fhall always look on
« myfelf as bound to give Satisfaétion to any one,
«¢ who fhall appear to be confcientioufly fcrupu-

«Jous in the Point, and fhall fhew any juft
« Grounds for his Scruples.”



The PRINCIPAL ERRATA.

Page

224.---Line 20, for Armenian, read American.
287.---Line 23, for stkly, read 6thly. .
288.---Line 3, for Inations, read Innovations.
293.---Line6, for the, read that.
Ditto, inthe Nofte for Monhiirate, read Montacute.
29z.---Line 7, for are, read were. .
32?.---Line ;enult. after Difingenuity, place a Full-point,
and begin the next Word with 2 capital Letter.
405.---Line penult. for and, readin falt.
306.---Line penult. for Eleffor, read Eleltors.
309.---Line 10, for Difcord, read difcordant.
312.---Laft Line, after Hands, read and whilft.
318.---Line 6, of the Note, for more, read meer.

T H E

N O T I O N S

O F

Mr. LOCKE, &c.

C H A P 1.

The only true Foundation of Civil Government, ac-
cording to Mr. Locke and his Difeiples : — All
Governments whatever being fo many Encroach-
ments on, and Violations of, the unalienable
Rights of Mankind, if not founded on this Hy-
pothefis.

N order to thorten this Controverfy as much

as poflible, and to firike every Thing out of

it foreign to the Subjedt, I fhall firft fhew wherein

Tagree with Mr. Lockk and his Followers, and
2dly wherein I differ from them.

First then I agree with him, and his Difci-
ples, that there is a Senfe, in which it may be
faid, that no Man is born the political Subjeét of
another. Infants the Moment they are born,

arc



» NOTIONS OF MR. LOCKE

are the natural Subjeéls of their Parents: They
are alfo entitled by the Law of Nature, as well
as by human Laws, to the Prote&ion and Guar-
dianthip of that State, within whofe Jurifdiction
they are born [nay, indeed they are entitled to
Prote@ion whilt in Embrio] though they
neither did, nor could enter into any Contiatt
with the State for that Purpofe. Therefore in
this Senfe, they are juftly deemed the natura’
born Subjefts of fuch a Country. This is the
Language of all Laws, and of every Govern~
ment. But in a metaphyfical Senfe, a Man can-
not be a Subjeét before he is a Moral Agent; for
it is Moral Agency alone, which renders him
amenable, or fubjett to any Law, or Govern-
ment. However, as he is born with the Inftinéts
and Difpofitions of a focial Creature. he necef-
farily becomes a Member of fome Society or
other, as foon as he has an Opportunity, by the
very Impulfe of his Nature, if there are any
human Beings within his Reach to affociate with.
But whether this Affociation muft always be
formed by Means of an exprefs mutual Compatt,
Engagement, and Stipulation, or whether it can-
not be formed [1 mean juftly and rightly formed]
any other Way, is the important Queftion now
to be determined.

edly. LeT the Mode of entering into this

Society be what it may, whether by exprefs Co-
venant,

CONSIDERED AND EXAMINED. 3

venant, or otherwife, I perfeftly agree with
Mr. LockE and his Difciples, that the Govern-
ment and Dire€tion of fuch a Society 1s a Matter
of public Truf, and not of private Property: —a
Truft to be executed for the Good of the whole,
and not for the private Advantage of the Gover-
nors and Direfors ;—any otherwife, thanasthey
themfelves will find their own Account in pro-
moting the Profperity of the Community.

gdly. 1 very readily allow, that if thefe
Trultees thould fo far forget the Nature of their
Office, as to att dire®ly contrary thereunto in
the general Tenor of their Adminiftration ; —and
if neither humble Petition, nor decent Remon-
firance can reclaim, and bring them to a Senfe
of their Dnty ;— then Recourfe muft be had to
the only Expedient ftill remaining, Force of
Arms :—And I add further, that the critical Mo~
ment for the Application of fuch a defperate
Remedy, feemsto be,—when the Evils fuffered
are grown {o great and intolerable, without any
reafonable Profpe&t of Amendment, that, ac-
cording to the moft impartial Calculation, they
evidently over-balance thofe which would be
brought on by refifting fuch evil Governors.

Air thefe Points being previoufly fettled,
there can be no Controverfy between Mr.
Locxe’s Difciples and me about the patriarchal

Scheme



4 NOTIONS OF MR. LOCKE

Scheme in any of its Branches, or indeed about
any Sort of an indefeafible hereditary Right
whatever : —Much lefs about unlimited paffive
Obedience, and Non-refitance. For 1 think
we are all perfe€ily agreed, that neither Kings,
nor Senators, neither Patrician-Republics, nor
Plebean-Republics, neither hereditary, nor elec-
tive Governogs can, in the Words of the great
Poet,

Have any Right diwine to govern avrong.

And if Sovereigns have no Right to do wrong.
the Subjets muft certainly have a Right to
prevent them from doing it. For it is clear,
that in fuch a Cafe the People cannot offend
againft the righteous Laws of God, or the juft
Laws of Man, in defending their own Rights.

Tue Queftion, therefore, the fole Queftion
now to be decided, is fimply this, ¢ Whether
« ryat Government is to be juftly deemed an
« UsurpaTIioN, which is not founded on the
«« exprefs mutual Compatt of all the Parties in-
s terefted therein, or belonging thereunto?”
Ufurpation is 2 Word of a moft odious Sound ;
and Ufurpations and Robberies are Things {o
deteftably bad, that no honeft, or good Man can
with them Profperity, or even Exiftence. It
is therefore to be hoped for the Honour of
human Nature, and the Good of Mankind, that
fome Governments or other, befides thofe of

Mr.

CONSIDERED AND EXAMINED. g

Mr. Locke’s modelling, or approving, may be
found in the World, which deferve a better

Fate, than that which is due to Robberies and
Ulurpations.

BurT let us now hear the Opinion of this great
Man himfelf, and of the moft eminent of his
Followers, concerning the Origin, and only true

Foundation, of Civil Government, according to
their Syftem.

QUOTATIONS from Mr. Lockk.

Mr. Locke, in his 2d. Treatife concerning
Goyernment, Chap. viil. of the Beginming of
polstical Societies, delivers himfelf in thefe Words:

“§ 95. MEN being, as hath been faid, [in the
former Chapters] all free, equal, and indepen-
den},——no one can be put out of this Eftate, and
fub_;e&ed to the political Power of another
without his own Confent. The only Way, where:
by any one divefts himfelf of his natural Liberty,
and puts on the Bonds of Civil Society, is by
agreeing with other Men to join and unite in a
Community, for their comfortable, fafe, and
peaceable Living one among another, in a fe-
cure Enjoyment of their Properties, and a
greater Security againft any that are not of it.
.I‘ !’]IS any Number of Men may do, becaufe it
injures not the Freedom of the veft: They are

left



6 NOTIONS OF MR. LOCKE

left as they were, in the Liberty of a State ?f’
Nature. When any Number of Men have fo
confented to make one Community, or Go-
yernment, they are thereby p_rc?fently m.corp}?-
yated, and made one Body politic, wherein the
Majority have a Right to adl.

« § g8. Anp thus, that w‘h::ch begins, anfi
afually concludes any polmcyal Soc1etfy, lj
nothing but the Confent of a I\um.ber o frc
Men, capable of 2 Majqrity to unue,.ar_)d ;n-t
corporate into fuch a Society. And this 1s tB a
and that only, which did, or couLp gn\r; 1(;-
ginning to any lawful Government in the World.

« § 116. "Tis true, that whatevzr ]filngﬁge-
Promifes any one has made tor him-
lfglc{?t;eozs under the }é)bligation of thqn, blft
cannot by any Compatt wh.atever bind his
Children, ot Poflerity. For his Son, when a
Man, being altogether as free as the_ Father,
any A& of the Father can no morc give away
the Liberty of the Son, than it can of any Body
elfe. He may indeed annex fuch Cf)ndxtions to
the Land he emjoyed, as 2 $ubjef§1 of any Com-{‘
mon-Wealth, as may oblxge his Son to be o
that Community, if he will enjoy thofe Pofleffions,
which were his Father's : —Becaufe that Eftate
being bis Father's Property, he may difpofe, or

Jettle itas he pleales.
“§ 110.

CONSIDERED AND EXAMINED. +

* § 119. Every Man being, as hath been
fhewn, naturally free, and nothing being able to
put him into Subjettion to any carthly Power,
but his own Confent, it is to be confidered, what
fhall be underftood to be a fufficient Declaration
of a Man’s Confent to make him fubjeét to the
Laws of any Government. There is a common
Diftinétion of an exprefs, and a tacit Confent,
which will concern our prefent Cafe. Nobody
doubts, bat an exprefs Confent of any Man en-
tering into any Socicty, makes him a perfe&
Member of that Society, a Subje& of that Go-
vernment. The Difficulty is, what ought to be
looked upon as a facit Confent, and how far it
binds; 7. e. how far any one fhall be looked
on to have confented, and thereby fubmitted
to any Government, where he has made no
Expreffions of it at all.  And to this I fay, that
every Man, that hath any Pofleflion or Enjoy-
ment of any Part of the Dominions of any Go-
vernment, doth thereby give his tacit Confent,
and is as far forth obliged to Obedience to the
Laws of that Government, during fuch Enjoy-
ment, as any one under it, whether this his Pof-

feflion be of Land to him. and his Heirs for
ever;---or a Lodging only fora Week, or whe-
ther it be barely travelling freely on the High
Way : And it in Effeét reaches as far as the very

being of any one within the Territories of that
Government,

“§ 120
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«§ 120. To underftand this the better ;---
Whofoever therefore from thenceforth by In-
heritance, Purchafe, Permiffion, or other-ways,
enjoys any Part of the Land fo annexed to, and
under the Government of that Common-Wealth,
muft take it with the Condition it is under ; that
is, of fubmitting to the Government of the Com-
mon-Wealth, under whofe ]urifdiaion it is, as
far forth as any Subjett of it.

«§121. Bur fince the Government has a
diregt Jurifdiftion only over the Land, and
reaches the Poffeflor of it (before he has aélually
incorporated himfelf in the Society) only as he
dwells upon, and enjoys that, the Obligation any
one is under by Virtue of fuch Enjoyment, to
fubmit to the Government, begins and ends with
the Enjoyment: So that whenever the Owner,
who has given nothing but fuch tacit Confent to
the Government, will by Donation, Sale, or
otherways quit the faid Poffeffion, he is at Li-
berty to go, and incorporate himfelf into any
other Common-Wealth, or to agree with others,
to begin a new one in vacuis locis, in any Part of

the World they can find free, and unpofleffed.

«§122. Bur fubmitting to the Laws of any
Country, living quietly, and enjoying Priuileges
and Protetion under them, £ makes not a Man

2 Member of that Seciety :— Nothing can make
a
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a Man fo, but his (¥ attually entering into it by

0
1(0: frz;ve &Engagcments, and exprefs Promife andr
pactt.

Cuar. IX. Of the Ends of Political Society
and Government.

“§ 123. Ir Man in a State of Nature be fo
free,ashath beenfaid: Ifhe beabf)lu'> Lovd of his
own Perfon and Pofleflions, equc!to the greate}’c
ar}d suBJecT TO No Bobpy, wly will he arz
with .his Freedom, why will he give up Fihis
Empire, and fubjeft himfeif to the Iiomivion
fmd Cpntroul of any other Power? To Wth’h it
is obvious to anfwer, that thio” in the State of Na
?u?e he hath fuch a Right, yet the Enjoyment o;'
1t 1s very uncertain, and conftantly i‘xo(‘fed to
the Invafion of others. For all being Kings as
much as he, every Man lis equal, and 516 rrrfater
Part no ftriét Obfervers of Equity and juftice
the El.yoyment of the Property he has in thi;
State is very unfafe, very infecure. & This

makes him willing to quit his Condition ; which
however free, is full of Fears, and continual

Dangers.

“§ 127. Trus Mankind, notwithftanding all
fhe P1:1V1leges of the State of Nature, being hut
n an ill Condition, while they remain in it, are
quickly driven into Society,

Cuar,
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Cuar. X1. Of the Extent of the Legyflative
Power.

« § 138. Tue fupreme Power [the Leg‘iﬂa-
ture] cannot [lawfully, or rightly | t'flke from
any Man any Part of his Property without his
own Confent.

«“ § 140. "T1s true, Governments cannot be
fupportcd without great Charge ; and tis fit every
one who cnjoys his Share of the ?rote&lon, {h()l'lld
pay out of his Eftate his Proportion fo'r the .Mam-,
tenance of it.  But ftill it. muft be with hl§ own
Confent, z. e. with the Confent of the Majority,
giving it cither by themfelves, or by their Repre-
fentatives chofen by them.

Cuar. XVIL. Of Ufurpatwn.

«§198. WioEVER gets into tbe ?Axercifc of
any Part of the Power [of g()vermngg by otbcr
Ways than what the Laws O,f the Community.
have prefcribed; hath no Right to be obeyed,
tho the Form of the Common-Wealth be {uull
preferved: Since he is not the Perfon the La‘ws‘
have appoimed, and confequently not the Perfon
the Pcople have confented to. 'Nor can fuch an
Ufurper, or any deriving from hlm., EVER have a
Title “till the People are both at Liberty to con-
fent, and have attually confented to allpw, and
confirm him in the Pqwes he hath ull then

wfmped." Extraéls

CONSIDERED AND EXAMINED. 11

Extralls from Mr. MoLyNEUx’s Cafe of Ireland
being bound by Aétsof Parliament in England.
Dublin, printed 1698, and dedicated to King
Wicriam: dnd lately reprinted by Mr. Ar-
MON, with a long Preface, exciting the Irith to
rebel, and promifing full Liberty, and Security

to the Papifls, if they will join in this good
Work.

¢ Page 18. Ir a Villain with a Piftol at my
Breaft, makes me convey my Eftate to him, no
one will fay, that this gives him any Right.
And yet juft fuch a Title as this has an unjuft
Congueror, who with a Sword at my Throat
forces me into Submiffion; that is, forces me
to part with my natural Eftate and Birth-right,
of being governed ondy by Laws, to which I give

my Confent, and not by his Will,—or the Will
of any other.

“ P. 26 and 27. From what has been faid, I
prefume it pretty clearly appears, that an unjuft
Conqueft gives no Title at all ;—that a juft Con-
queft gives Power only over the Lives, and L;-
berties of the aftual Oppofers,---but not over their
Poflerity and Efiates ;---and not at all over thofe
that did 7ot concur in the Oppofition.

“ Tury that defire 2 more full Difquifition of
this Matter, may find it at large inan 1Ncom-

PARABLE
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parasLE Treatife concerning the true Original,
Extent., and Endof Civil Government, Chap. xvi.
This Difcourfe is faid to be written by my ex-
cellent Friend Joun Locks, Efg.

¢« Pgge 113. I fhall venture to affert, that the
Right of being fubjeft onvry to fuch Laws, to
which Men give their own Confent, is fo inherent
in «ll Mankind, and founded on fuch immutable
Laws of Nature and Reafon, that ’tis not to be
aliened, or given up by any Body of Men what-
ever.

“ Page 150. ALL Men are by Nature ina
State of Equality, in refpeét of Jurifdi€tion or Do-
minion.---On this Equality of Nature is founded

. that Right, which aLL Men claim of being free
from all Subjefion to pofitive Laws, “till by
their own Confent, they give up their F reedom
by entering into Civil Societies for the common
Benefit of all the Members thereof. 6% And
on this Confent depends the Obligation of all

human Laws.

« Page 169. 1 nave no other Notion of
Slavery; but being bound by a Law. to which I
do not confent.

« Page 170. Ir one Law may be impofed with-
out Confent, any other Law whatever may be

impofed on us without our Confent. This will
naturally

CONSIDERED AND EXAMINED. 13

naturally introduce taxing us without our Con-
fent.  And this as neceffarily defiroys our Fro.-
perty. I have no other Notion of Property
but a Power of difpofing of my Goods as 7 p!eq/é’
and not as another fhall command. Whateve;
an.other may 7ightly take from me, I have cer-
tainly no Property in. To fax me without
Confent is little better, if at all, than down-right
7obbing me. 7

Extmﬂs Sfrom Dr. Prisstoy’s Effay on the Jirft
Principles of Government.  Second Edition.
London, printed for J. Jounson, 1771.

Section 1. Of the firft Principles of Government,
and the different Kinds of Liberty.

“ Page 6. To begin with firft Principles,
we muft for the Sake of gaining clear Ideas on
the Subjet, do what almoft all political Writers
have done before us, that is, We muft fuppofe
2 Number of People exifting, who experience
the Inconvenience of living independent and
unconneéted : 'Who are expofed without Redrefs
to Infults and Wrongs of every Kind, and are,
too weak to procure to themfelves many of the
Advantages, which they are fenfible might eafily be
compafled by united Strength. Thefe People, if
they would engage the Proteftion of the whole
Body, and join their Forces in Enterprizes and

Un-
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Undertakings calculated for their common (Food,
mult voluntarily refign fome Part of their na-
tural Liberty, and fubmit their Com.lu& to the
Direftion of the Community : For without thefe
Conceflions, fuch an Alliance, attended with
fuch Advantages, could not be formed.

« Were thefe People few in Number anfi
living within a {fmall Diftance of one another, it
might be ealy for them to affemble upon cvery
Occafion, in which the whole Body was Fon-
cerned ; and every thing might be determl'ned
by the Votes of the Majority. & vPrm ided
they had previowly agreed that the Votes of a
Majority fhould be decifive. ‘Bl.lt were the
Society numerous, their Habitations remote,
and the Occafions on which the whole Boedy
muft interpofe frequent, it would be abfolufely
impoffible that all the Members of the. State
fhould affemblc, or give their Atiention to
public Bufinefs. In this Cafc, though, with
Rousskau, it being a gromg up of therr Liberty,
there muft be Deputies or Public Officers ap-
pointed to attin the Name of the whole Body :
And in a State of very great Extent, where ail
the People could never be affembled, the whole
Power of the Community muft neceffarily, and
almoft irreverfibly, be lodged in the Hands of
thefe Deputies. In England, the King, the here-
ditary Lords, and the Eleftors of the Houfe of
Commons

CONSIDERED AND EXAMINED. 13

Commons are thefe flanding Deputies: And the
Members of the Houfe of Commons are again

the temporary Deputies of this laft Order of the
‘ State.

Secrion I1. Of Political Liberty.
‘“11. In Countries, where every Member of
the Soctety enjoys an equal Power of arriving at

the fupreme Offices, and confequently of di-
refting the Strength and the Sentiments of the
whole Community, there is a State of the moft
perfeét political Liberty. On the other Hand,
in Countries where a Man is, by his Birth or
Fortune, excluded from thefe Offices, or from
a Power of voting for proper Perfons to fill them ;
that Man, whatever be the Form of the Govern-
ment, or whatever €ivil Liberty, or Power over

his own Ations he may have, has no Power

over thole of another; he has no Share in the

Government, and therefore has no polatical Li-
berty at all. Nay his own Conduét, as far asthe

Society does interfere, s, inall Cafes, direfted
by others.

“ It may be faid, that no Society on Earth
was ever formed in the Manner reprefented
above. I anfwer, it istrue; becaufe all Ge.-
vernments whatever have been, infome Meafur.,
compulfory, tyrannical, and oppreflive in their

Origin.
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Origin. But the Method I have defcribed mut
be allowed to be the oNLY equitabie and fair
Method of forming a Society. And fince every
Man retains, and can never be deprived of, his
natural Right (founded on a Regard to the
general Good) of relieving himfelf from all
Oppreflion, that is, ¢ from cvery Thing that
has been impoled upon him without his own Con-
fent, this muft be the only true and proper Foun-
dation of all the Governments fubfifting in the
World, and that to which the People who com-
pofe them (% have an unalienable Right to bring

them back.

s Pgge 40. Tne Sum of what hath been ad-
vanced upon this Head, is a Maxim, than which
nothing is more truc, that every Government,
in its original Principles, and antecedent to its
prefent Form, is an equal Republic ; and confe-
quently, that every Man, when he comes to be
fenfible of his natural Rights, and to feel hisown
Importance, will confider himfelf as fully equal
to any other Perfon whatever. The Confidera~
tion of Riches and Power, however acquired,
muft be entirely fct afide, when we come to thefe
firft Principles. The very Idea of Property, or
Right of any Kind, is founded upon a Regard to
the general Good of the Society, under whole
Proteftion it is enjoyed ; and nothing is properly
a Maws own, but what general Rules, which

have
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hfwe for their Obje&t the Good of the wi1 117
give tq him. To whomfoever the Societ dol g
gates 1ts Power, it is delegated to them };ore]f—
morc ealy Management of public Affairs atn;
1fn order to m_ake the more effettual Pro;iﬁon
or the Happinefs of the whole. Whofoever
te}?grc;y? Property, or Riches in the State, enjoys
thers IFr the Good of the State, as well as for
umfelf: And whenever thofe Powers, Riches
or Rights of any Kind are abufed to th,e Injury
f)f thc‘: whole, that awful and ultimate Triblfn r!y
in which every Citizen hath an equal Voice ma :
demand the Refignation of them: And ir; C?y

cumftances, where regular Commiffions from thf‘
abufed Public cannot be had, rvery MAI:S
g(l:; ‘has Power, and who is a&uated with the’
C/mrmflzents of the Public, may gffume a public
4 ﬁdzzhe:i'rand bravely. redrefs public Wrongs.
P i mal and critical Circumftances, t?le
P oice of an opprefled Country is a loud
Patriog(f)n every .Man, poffeﬂ‘cd with a Spirit of
o fm, to excrt h}mfelf. And whenever

at Voice fhall be at Liberty, it will ratify and

applaud th : S
authorife. e Aétion, which it could not formally

Extratls
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1. Of the Nauture of Liberty in general.

SECTION

Ix order to obtaina more diftinét
f the Nature of Liberty as
Gder it under the

¢ Page 1.
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fuch, it will be ufeful to con
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four following general Divifio

hat could have been the

Iuman Liberty into
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Dottor’s Motive fordividing 1
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four Parts; for, in reality, there are either not
fo many Sorts of Liberty, or a great many
more. ¢ Phyfical Liberty, which is the Foun-
¢ dation of the reft, is, as the Dottor well ob-
“ [erves, that Principle of Spontaneity, or Setf-
¢ Determination, which conftitutes us Agents ; ar
- which gives us a Command over our Aétions,
“ rendering them properly ours, and not Effets
“of the Operation of any foreign Caufe.”
Therefore poflefling, or enjoying this Power
within eurfelves, we apply it to various Pur-
pofes, according as Duty, Intereft, or Inclination
call it forth:  Confequently if every diftin&, or
poffible Application of it is to be confidered as
the Exertion of a diftin& Species of Liberty,
we may be faid te have Sorts without Number.
But the Doltor himfelf, as will be feen below,
joins Religious and Civil Liberty in the fame
Clafs.  And he alfo obferves, that there is one
general Idea that runs through them all, the
Idea of Self-Dire&lion, or Sclf-Govcrnmcm.]

“ Frrst, Phyfical Liberty,— Secondly, Mo-
ral Liberty,— Thirdly, Religious Liberty,~ and,
Fourthly, Civil Liberty.

“ Page 3. As far as in any Inflance, the
Operation of any Power comes in to reftrain the
Power of Self-Government, fo far Slavery is in-
troduced: Nor do I think that a precifer Idea
than this of Liderty, and Slavery, can be given.

Section
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Section 1. Of Civil Liberty, and the Prince-
ples of Government.

“ . Ix every free State every Man ishis
own iig&lito:.h— AllyTaxes are fref: Clv‘zﬂstox_-
public Services.—All Laws are particular 1o
vifions or Regulations eﬁabl.l{hed by comMmox
Consent for gaining Prote€tion and Safety.

« Frowm hence it is obvious, that Civi'l Li-
berty, in itsmft perfeft Degree, can be en{)oye(i
only in fmall Stales, where every Mem eg Lf
capable of giving his Suffrage in Pm:fon; arS1 ?p
being chofen into public Offices. When :dg tate
becomes fo numcrous, or when ‘tbe different
Parts of it are removed to ﬁ}ch. DlﬁanFes from
one another, as to render this 1r¥1pra&fcable, a
Diminution of Liberty neceffarily arifes. —
Though all the Members of a State fhoulfi not be
capable of giving their Suffrages on public Mea.-
fures individually and perf nalb), they may do this
by the Appointment of Subflitutes or Reprefenta-
tatives.

« Pgge 7. In general, to be free 1s to be
guided by one’s own Will; and to be guided by
lt)he Will of another is the Charaéleriftic of Sex:—
vitude. ‘This is particularly applicable to poli-
tical Liberty.

SecTION
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Sterion IIIL Of the Autﬁority of one Country

over another.

“ Page 15. As no People [cither individually,
or colletively] can lawfully furrender their re-
ligious Liberty, by giving up their Right of
Judging for themfelves in Religion, or by allow-
ing any human Being to prefcribe to them, what
Faith they thall embrace or what Mode of Wor/fhup
they fhall praflice; fo neither can any civi}
Socicties [* cither individually, or colletively]
lawfully furrender their civil Liberty, by giving
up to any extraneous Ju.ifdition their Power of
kegiflating for themfelves, and difpofing of their
Property.  Such a Ceflion, being inconfiltent
with the unalienable Rights of Human Nature,
would cither not bind at all, or bind only the
Individuals who made it. Thisis a Bleffing,
which no Generation of Men can give up for

another ; and which, when loft, a Pcople havé
always a Rught to refume.

* Thave added the Words 2dividugll, s or colleBiely,
Terms abfolutely neceffary for making the Cafes of
and Civil Liberty to tally with each other, according to the
Doctor’s Syftem. In the Concerns of Religion, every Man
muit at for himfelf, and not by a Deputy: He has a
of Jis oaum, which he cannot delegate to,
Proxy or Reprefentative whatfoever. If therefore the Cafes
are parallel, asthe Doétor fuppofes them, there can be no fuch
Thing allowed as Reprefentatives in Parliament; but every
Voter muft attend in Perfon.---This is an important Point;
therefore more of this hereafter,

as being
Religious,

Confcience
or entruft with any

OBsEr-
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OssErVATIONS on the foregoing EXTRACTS.

Tuus I have finifhed my Extrafls from Mr.
Locks, and fome of the moft eminent of his
Difciples ; — Men, whofe Writings, (we chari-
tably hope, not intentionally, or malicioufly ; —
though aftually) have laid a Foundation for
fuch Difturbances and Diffentions, fuch mutual
Jealoufies and Animofities, as Ages to come
will not be able to fettle, or compofe. Many
more Paffages might have been added from other
celebrated Writers on the fame Side.; but
furely thefe are full enough to explain their Mean -
ing. And therefore from the following may

be collefted.

1. Tuat Mankind do not {pontanecafly.
and, as it were, impevceptibly flide into a Dii-
tin€tion of Orders, and a Difference of Ranks,
by living and converfing togcther, as Neighbours
and focial Beings:— But on the contrary, that
they riaturally fhew an Averfion, and a Repug-
nance to every Kind of Subordination, ‘ull dire
Neceflity compells them to enter into a folemn
Compatt, and to join their Forces together for
the Sake of Self-Prefervation. Dr. PriestLY,
the faireft, the moft open, 2nd ingenuous of all
Mr. Lockz’s Difciples, excepting honeft, un-
diffembling Rousseau, has exprefled himfelf

o
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fo clearly and fully on this Head, that I fhall
beg Leave to quote his Words again, tho' I had
inentioned them before.

“ To begin with firft Principles, we muft,
for the Sake of gaining clear Ideas on the
* Subjeét, do what almoft all political Writers
 have done before us, that is, we muft fuppofe
* a Number of Pcople exifting, who experience
the Inconvenience of living independent and
* unconnefted; who are expofed without Re-
drefs, to Infults and Wrongs of every Kind,
" and are too weak to procure to themfelve;
* many of the Advantages, which they are fen-
“ Jibie might eafily be compaffed by united
" Strength. Thefe People, if they would en-
« gage the Proteétion of the whole Body, and
** Join their Forces in Enterprizes and Under-
“ takings calculated for their common Good
mult voluntarily refign fome Part of their na:
tural Liberty, and fubmit their Condu& to
the Direétion of the Community: For with-

out thefe Conceffions, an Alliance cannot be
formed.”

.
~

HEre it is very obfervable, that the Author
fuppofes Government to be fo entirely the Work
f)f A .n‘, that Nature had no Share at all in form-
ing it; or rather in predifpofing and inclining
Mankind to form it. The Inftin@s of Nature,
it fecms, had nothing to do in fuch a compli-

cated
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cated Bufinefs of Chicane and Artifice, where
every Man was for driving the beft Bargain he
could ; and where all in general, both the future
Governors and Governed, were to be on the catch
as much as poffible.  For this Author plainly
fuppoles, that his firft Race of Men had not any
innate Propenfity to have lived otherwife, thanas
fo many independent, unconnelted Beings, if they
could have lived with tolerable Safety in fuch a
State: In fhort, they did not feel any Inftinéts
within themfelves kindly leading them towards
affociating, or incarporating with cach other;
though (what is rather ftrange) Providence had
ordained, that this Way of Life was to be fo
cffentially neceffary towards their Happinefs, that
they muft be miferable without it :—Nay, they
were driven by Neccffity, and not drawn by In-
clination to feck for any Sort of Civil Govern-
ment whatever. And what is ftranger ftill, it
feems they were fenfible, that this Kind of Infti-
tution, called Government, to which they had
no natural Inclination, but rather an Averfion,
and whofe good or bad Effeéts they had not expe-
rienced, might eafily procure Advantages which
they then wanted, and protett them {rom many
Dangers, to which they were continually expofed,
in their independent, unconnefted State. All
thefe Things, I own, are flrange Paradoxes to
me: I cannot comprehend them. — However,

& it is, that almoft all the Writers on the re-
publican

CONSIDERED AND EXAMINED. 25

publican Side of the Queftion, with Mr. Locke
at the Head of them, feem to reprefent Civil
Government at the beft, rather as a neceffary
Evil, than a pofitive Good ;—an Evil to which
Mankind are obliged to fubmit, in order to avoid
a greater.

Bur if Mr. Lock e and his Followers have not
granted much to human Nature in one Refpatl,
they have refolved to make abundant Amends
for this Deficiency in another.  For tho’ they
have not allowed human Natare to have any in-
nate Propenfities towards the firft Formation of
civil Society ;---yet they do moft firenuoufly in-
fift, that every Man, cvery Individual of the
human Species hath an unalicnable Right to
chufe, or refufe, whether he will be a Member
of this, or that particular Government, or of
none at all.

THi1s wasto be my fecond Obfervation: And
a material oneitis. For Mr. Locke and his
Followers have extended the Privilege of voting,
or of giving affual Confent, in all the Affairs of
Government and Legiflation, beyond what was
ever dreamt of before in this, or in any other
c1v1l}zed Country ; —Nay, according to their
leading Principles, it ought to be extended ftill

gluch farther, than even they themfelves have
one.

BEFORE
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Berore this new Syftem had made its Ap-
pearance among us, the Right of voting was not
fuppofcd to be an unalienable Right, which be-
longed to all Mankind ndifcriminately : But i
was confidered as a Privilege, which was
confined to thofe few Perfons who were in
Pofleflion of a certain Quantity of Land, to
Perfons enjoying certain Franchifes, (of which
there are various Kinds) and to Perfons of a cer-
tain Condition, Age, and Sex. Perhaps all
thefe Numbers put together may make about
the Fortieth Part of the Inhabitants of Great-
Britain: They certainly cannot make much
more, if an aftual Survey and Enumeration were
to be made. Whereas the great Mafs of the
People, who do not come within this, Defcription,
are,* amd ever have been, excluded by the Eng-
ii/k Conftitution from voting at Elettions for
Members of Parliament, &c. &c. And heavy
Penalties are to be levied on them, if they
fhould attempt to vote. Now, according to the
Principles of Mr. Locke and his Followers, all
this is totally wrong; for the Right of voting is
not anncxed to Land, or Franchifes, to Con-
dition, Age, or Sex; but to human Nature

* See an exprefs Differtation towards the Clofe of this Worl
on the three Orders of Men formeily in England, Slaves,---
fTradefmen,---and Gentlemen.

iefelf,
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itfelf, and to moral Agency: Therefore, where-
ever human Nature, and moral Agency do exift
together, be the Subjeft rich or poor, old or
young, male or female, it muft follow from
thefe Principles, that the Right of voting muft
exift withit: For wholoever isa moral Agent is 2
Perfon ; and Perfonality is the only Foundation of
the Right of voting. To fuppofe the contrary, we
have been lately told by a Right Reverend Edi-
tor of Mr. Lockk, is grofs Jgnorance, or fome-
thing worfe: And to afl on fuch reftrainin
Principles, by depriving the Mafs of the People
of their Birth-Rights, is downright Robbery and
Ulurpation.

II1. Ir all Mankind indifcriminately have a
Right to vote in any Society, they have, for the
very fameReafon, aRightto rejeftthe Proceedings
of the Government of that Society to which they
belong, and to feparate from it, whenever they
fhall think fit. For it has been inculcated into
us over and over, that every Man’s Confent
ought firft to be obtained, petore any Law what-
ever can be deemed to be valid, and of full
Force.---We have been alfo affured, that all,
and every Kind of Taxes are merely Free-Gufts »
Which therefore no Individual Giver is obliged
to pay, unlefs he has previoufly confented to
the Payment of it, Irom thefe Premifes it un-
doubtedly follows, that every individual Mem-

ber
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ber of the State is at full Liberty either to
fubmit, or to refufe Submiffion to any, and to
every Regulation of it, according as he had pre-
determined in his own Mind. For being his own
Legiflator, his own Governor, and Direttor in
every Thing, no Man has a Right to prefcribe
to him, what he ought to do. Others may ad-
vife, but he alone is to ditate, refpe€ting his
own A&ions. For in fhort, he is to obey no
other Will but his own.

Tucse are furely very ftrange Pofitions ; and
yet they are evidently deduceable, and do na-
turally refult from the Extrafls given in this
Chapter. Nay, there are feveral others equally
paradoxical, and equally repugnant to every
Species of Government, which hath ever yet
exifted in the World. Such Paradoxes therefore
deferve a diftin€&t and particular difcuffion.

CHAP.
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g e

C HAUP 1I.

Several very grofs Ervors and Abfurdities chargee:
able on the Lockian Syftem.

The firft Species of Error, with its Subdivifions.

HAT Species of falfe Reafoning, which the
Logicians term a difto fecundum quid ad
diltum fimpliciter, or that which proceeds from
a few Particulars to general Conclufions is fo
common in Praétice, and fteals into the Mind fo
imperceptibly, that Men can hardly be too much
on their Guard againft it.—Confidered in its
own Nature, nothing can be more obvious than
that a Propofition, which may be true in a parti-
cular Inftance, may not be fo invariably : And
that therefore two fuch Propofitions fhould never
be confounded together, as if they were fynoni-
mous. —Yet the Identity of Words and Sounds
often leads Men to fuppofe, unlefs they are very
watchful, that there is alfo an Identity of Senfe.
Many Cafes might be given to corroborate and
luftrate this Obfervation; but perhaps there is
no Inftance whatever, which confirms it more
ftrongly than that now before us, the Lockian

Principle of the indefeafible Right of private
Judgment,

Mry
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Mr. Locke in his carly Days wasa Witnefs
to grievous Perfecutions inflitted on the Score of
Religion. He faw the Rights of private Judg-
ment expofed to continual Vexations; and he
faw likewife, that the Interefts of the State were
not at all concerned in maintaining that rigid,
univerfal Conformity in Religion, for which the
Bigots of thofe Times {o fiercely contended ; —
nay, that the Principles of Humanity, Juftice,
and Truth, as well as the Suggeftions of found
Policy, plainly required a more extended Plan
of religious Liberty : All this he clearly faw:
And hence he inferred, and very juftly, that
cvery Man had a Right not only to think, but
cven to a& for himfelf, in all fuch religious Mat-
ters as did not oppafe, or clafh with the Interefts
of civil Society. And had he ftopt there, and
gone no farther, all would have been right ; nay,
he would have truly deferved the Thanks of Man-
kind for pleading their Caufe fo well.

Bur, alas! he extended thofe Ideas, which
were true only in what concerns Religion, to
Matters of a mere civil Nature, and even to the
Origin of civil Government itfelf ;---as 1if there
had been the fame Plea for Liberty of Confcience
in difobeying the civil Laws of one’s Country, as
for not conforming to a Church Eftablifhment,
or an Ecclefiaftical Inftitution;---and that the

Rights
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Rights of private Judgment [I mean the open
and public Exercife of thofe Rights] were
cqually unalienable and indefeafible in both Re-
fpetts. Indeed it muft be confefled, that, had .
the Cafes been truly parallel, a Non-conformift
in the one Cafe ought to have been tolerated
cqually with a Non-conformift in the other :
And I will add, that the whole Merits of the
Queftion depend on the fingle Point, whether
the Cafes are parallel, or not.

Truus, for Example, no Man, not even the
fupreme Magiftrate, has a Right to moleft me
for worfhipping God according to the Ditates
of my own Confcience, provided I do nothing
in that Refpe€t, which can fairly be conftrued
to hurt the Property of another Man, or difturb
the Peace of Society. Therefore I may be a
Papift, as well as a Proteftant in my {peculative
Opinions, and yet do nothing, which can, when
juftly interpreted, he accounted to be injurious
to others: Nay I will not fcruple to declare,
that I may be a Jew, or a Mahometan, a
Gentoo, or a Confucian, and yet be a loyal
Subjeét to my Prince, an honeft Man, and an
uleful Member of the Community. There-
fore, if * Toleration were ever to be extended

* Matters of firi¢t Right are undoubtedly very different from,
Mattcr. meselv prudential; and in the Reafon of Things a Line

o=
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as far as in Reafon, and Juftice, and good Poli-
cy it ought to go, it ought to be fo large as to
comprehend every religious Sc& whatever,
whofe Dofirines, or rather whofe Praétice [for
*tis chiefly by Men’s Praflice that we ought to
determine, whether any Se&t deferves to be
tolerated, or not;---therefore I fay, whofe
Praglice] proves them worthy to enjoy the Pro-
teQion of the State. And there is a very par-
ticular, and a moft important Reafon to be
given, why this Liberty of Confcience in re-
ligious Matters ought to be extended as far as
ever the Safety of the State will permit: It s,
becaufe in the Affairs of Conicience no Man can

ought always to be drawn between them. Every peaceableand
ufeful Subjet has a Right to the Protettion of the State under
which he lives, in order to enjoy the Fruits of his Induftry :
And it would be an A& of flagrant Injuftice to debar him of
that Proteftion either in whole, or in Part. But he cannot
have the fame juft Pretenfions to demand to be created a Ma-
giftrate or Judge, or to be raifed to Pofts of Honour, Power,
or Profit of any Kind; becaufe thefe Offices do not belong to
him of Right, in the mere Capacity of a Subjeét. Therefore as
they are Matters of a prudential Nature, they muit be difpofed
of according to the Diftretion of the ruling Powers in every
State, and not according to the Ambition, or Expectation of
the Candidates. There may be many Things, in refpect of
Capacity, Education, outward Circumftances, Party-Attach-
ments, &c. &c. which may difqualify from certain Offices
thofe, who, in other Refpets, are uftful Subjetts, and there-
fore entitled to Proteftion. It belongs ultimately to the Pru-~
dence of the Legiflature to fettle the Boundaries.

afl,
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aft, or be fuppofed to att as Proxy for another ;
no Man can be a Deputy, Subftitute, or Re-
prefentative in fuch a Cafe; but every Man
mutft think, and att perfonally for himfelf, This
is the Faft; and in this Senfe it is very
true, that the Rights of private Judgment-
are abfolutely unalienable:—But why un-
alienable ?—1It is becaufe they are wntrans-
ferable: And therefore every Man muft of
Neceflity, after having ufed the beft Lights and
Helps he can obtain, be his own Legiflator, (un-
der God) his own Governor, and his own Di-
rettor in the Affairs of Religion.

ArrrLy now thefe Ideas to the Cafe of Civil
Government ; and then fee, what firange Con-
fequences will arife.

1. In the firft Place, if the fame Train of
Reafoning is to be admitted in both Cafes, then
it is evident, that none, no, not Women nor
Children, ought to be excluded from the Right
of voting on every political Queftion that may
occur; unlefs indeed you can prove beforehand,
that thofe, whom you exclude, have no Confcience
atall, and have no Senfe whatever of Right and
Wrong: — And you muft prove likewife that they
are incapable of judging in this Refpe@, not
only to the Satisfattion of others (which perhaps
would not be difficult) but alfo of themfelves ;—
which it is humbly apprehended, will be a moft

arduous
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arduous Tafk: Yet, I fay. you muft prove
it, otherwife you will exclude thole from voting,
who have juft C:uie to think, on your S.ate of
the Cafe, that their Right is as unalicnable as
yourown ; and you will aét diametrically oppo-
fite to the grand fundamental Principle of your
Founder by excluding them. In fhort, to ufe
your own language, you yourfelf will be an
Ufurper and a Robber. Therefore draw the
Line, if you can, between the promifcuous Ad-
miffion, or Exclufion of fuch Voters as thefe,
according to the Lockian Syftem.

odly. Ir the Cafes are parallel, then the un-
alienable Rights of private Judgment arc not
to be fet afide by the Determination of any Ma-
jority whatever. For asa Plurality of Votes is
no Evidence of Infallibility, a Man’s inward
Conviflion may not be altered by his being
overpowered by Numbers.  What then is he to
do in fuch a Cafe ?, The Anfwer is obvious: He
muft follow the Di&tates of his own Confcience ;
and he has an uralienzble Right fo o do.  Well,
but Mr. Locke himitif acknowledges, that were
this to be allowed. that is. were the Minority to
be permitted to at contrary to the Senfe of the
Majority, civil Government itfelf could not fub-
fift. True: He makes fuch an acknowledge-
ment: And by {o doing ke reduces himfelf to
the Dilemma, either of giving up his whole
Syftem

CONSIDERED AND EXAMINED, 35

Syftem, that no Man is bound to obey thofe
Laws, which have been impofed upon him with-
out his own Confent ;—or he muft {hew that a
Man doth confent, and doth not confent, at the
fame Time, and in the fame Refpe@t. Indeed
it is evident, that he found himfelf greatly per-
plexed, when he came o touch on this Point ;
and that he feemed to be like a Man got into
a dangerous Pafs, full of Precipices. which he
withed not to fee, in paffing through, by not
looking about him. Dr. PriesTLy is more
open and ingenuous. He did not attempt to
fhun the Difficulty, which he faw was unavoid-
able, but prepared to encounter it, as well as he
could.---For after having obferved [fee the
Quotation, P. 14] that every thing in a fmall
Society might be determined by the perfonal
Votes of the Majority prefent, he prudently
adds, * provided they had previoufly agreed,
that the Votes of the Majority fhould be de-
cifive.”  Such a Condu@ of the Dotor'’s is
commendable; though the Argument he made
ufe of is weak and trifling: Weak it is, becaufe,
1ft. It 1s impoflible for the Doftor to prove,
that previous Mcetings were held in every, or
perhaps in any State whatever, in which it had
been wnanimoufly determined, that the Votes
of the Majority thould be decifive ;---and
trifling, becaufe odly. were it even poffible
to prove the Fa&, it could be of no Service to

the
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the Doflor’s Caufe ; inafmuch as an unalienable
Rught is of fuch a Nature, that it cannot be fur-
rendred to a Majority : And even if this were
attempted, * fuch a Ceffion, (to adopt the Words
“ of Dr. Price.) would either bind not atall, or
“ bind only the Individuals, who made it.”
And fo could be of no Continuance. Therefore-
in every View, it is ftri€tly demonftrable, that
according to the Lockian Syftem, nothing lefs
than Unanimity in every Meafure can keep fuch
a Society as this from the Danger of breaking to
Pieces every Moment; for a fingle diffentiens
Voice, like the VEeTo’s of the republican Ty-
rants of Poland, is fufficient to throw the whole
Conttitution of the State into Chaos and Con-
fufion. In fhort, ftrange as it may feem, the
unaliensble Right of one fingle refraftory Mem-
ber of the Diet deftroys, or annuls the un-
alienable Rights of the whole: Nor is there any
other effetual Remedy to be applied in this
defperate  Diforder, but that of a Sabre held
over the Diffentient’s Head, with a Threat of
cleaving him down, if he fhould perfit in the
Exercife of his unalienable Right. This indeed
has been known to have produced Unanimity,
when other Motives could not prevail. What
infatuated Politics are thefe! And to what
Mazes of Error, and Abfurdity, do Men run,
when they firay from the Paths of common
Senfe! But

Thirdly.
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Thurdly. For the very fame Realon, that the
Members of a Lockian Republic cannot fur-
render their unalienable Rights to a Majority,
be it fmall or great, they cannot likewife tranf-
Jer their unalienable Right of voting to Deputies
or Reprefentatives to att and vote for them. For
this in Faét comes to the fame Thing with the
former. They muft therefore all vote in Perfon
ornot at all. Now this is a dire€t Inference,
which neceffarily follows from the foregoing Pre-
mifes. And it is an Inference, which Dr. Price
1s {o far from difavowing, when applied to the
Cale of the Americans, that he glories in, and
greatly exults upon it.  “ Asno People (fays
“he) [fee the Quotation, Page 217 can law-
¢ fully furrender their religious Liberty, by
¢ giving up their Right of judging for themfelves
¢ in Religion, or by allowing any human Being
“ to prefcribe to them, what Faith they fhall em-
“ brace, or what Mode of Worfhip they fhall
¢ prattice ; fo neither can any civil Societies law-
¢ fully furrender their civil Liberty, by giving
“ up to any extraneous Jurifdi€tion their Power
“ of legflating for themfelves, and difpofing of
¢ their Property. Such a Ceflion being incon-
“ fiftent with the unalienable Rights of human Na-
““ ture would either bind not at all, or bind onl
¢ the Individuals who made it. Thisisa Blefling,
‘ which no Generation of Men can give up fgr
* another ; and which, whenloft, a People have
* always a Right to refume.” Taz
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Tue Doftor's Aim in this Paragraph, we
plainly fee, was to defend his beloved Americansa-
gainft the fuppofed Ufurpation of the Engh/h over
their unalienable Rights. Be it fo: But was he
aware, that the very fame Argument holds equally
ftrong againft the Appointment of Afiemblics of
Reprefentatives in America, and of an Houfe of
Commons in England, as againft the Englif/le
Legiflature ruling over the American 2 Was he,
I fay, aware of this? And yet nothing can be
more evident than that the fame Argument con-
cludes equally ftronginboth Cafes, ifit concludes
at all.  For Example, “ No People, fays the
“ Doftor, can lawfully furrender their Religious
¢ Liberty, by giving up their Right of judging
¢ for themfelves in Religion, or by allowing any
 human Being to prefcribe to them, what Faith
¢ they fhall embrace, or what Mode of Worfhip
¢ they fhall praftice.” I agree with him moft
heartily on that Head :—But then I add [and I
am fure, what I add in this Cafe, Dr. Prick
will readily allow] that no one Individual cam
depute another to judge for him, what Faith he
fhall embrace, or what Mode of Worfhip he
fhall prattice.—And then what is the Confe-
quence ? Neceflarily this, That if the Cafes be-
tween Religion and Civil Government be fimi-
lar, as the Do&tor fuppofes them to be, no one
Individual can appoint another to judge for him,
what Laws thall be propounded, what Taxes fhall

be
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be raifed, or what is to be done at Home or
Abroad. in Peace, or in War:---But every Per-
fon, who has this indefeafible, this unalienable,
incommunicable, and untransferable Right of
voting. judging, and fighting. muft vote, judge,
and fight ior himfelf. ---This T fay is a neceflary
Confequence from the Premifes:  And I defy the
acuteft Logician to deduce any other Inference
from the above Hypothefis.

Hoxest, undiffembling Rousseau clearly
faw, where the Lockian Hypothefis muft ne-
celfarily end. And as he was a Man who never
boggled at Confequences, however extravagant
or abfurd, he declared with his ufual Franknefs,
that the People could not transfer their indefeafi-
ble Right of voting for themfelves to any others ;
and that the very Notion of their choofing Per-
fons to reprefent them in thefe Refpefts, was a
Species of Contradiftion. According to him, a
Transmutation of Perfons could not be a greater
Impoffibility than a Tranflation of thofe Rights,
which were abfolutely incommunicable. And
therefore he adds [See his Social Compaét,
Chap. 15. Of Deputies or Reprefentatives]
““ The Englifh imagine, they are a free Pcople :
“ They are however miftaken: They are only
¢ fuch during the Eleétion of Membersof Parlia-
‘ ment. Whenthefeare chofen, they become Slaves
“ again.” The Dottors Priestry and Price do
not indeed abfolutely join Rousseau in con-

demning
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demning the Ule of national Reprefentatives ;
but it is plain, that they admit them with a
very ill Grace, and, with great Reluttance.
Nay, they are fo far confiftent with themfelves
as to declare very freely, that the Ad-
miffion of them is an Infringement on Li-
berty, more or lefs :---even on that Liberty,
which they proclaim aloud, every Man has an
unalicnable Right to refume, as foon as ever he
can. Morcover, they accord with Rousseav
in another general Pofition; that true, genuine
Liberty can only be enjoyed ina State fo very
fmall, [undoubtedly they muft mean fome paul-
try Village, confifting of a few thatched
Cottages] that the People can perfonally
attend on all Occafions.---Much morce might
have been added: But furely we have now
had enough, and to {pare, of this Kind of
Realoning a difto fecundum quid ad diltum fim-
pliciter.  And the Upfhot of the whole is this,
That if Men will jumble thofe Ideas together,
which ought to be kept feparate, they muft
fall into palpable Errors, and be guilty of great
Abfurdities in the Courfe of their Rcafoning.

The fecond Species of Errors, with its Subdivifions,

Tuoucn I have obferved before, yet I muft
repeat again, that according to the Lockian
Syftem, civil Government is not natural to

Man.
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Man. Itfeems, the Seeds of it were not origi-
nally implanted in our Conftitutions by the Hard
of Providence. Forhad that been the Cafe. we
might reafonably have expetted, that they would
have fprouted up, and germinated of their own
Accord, at leaft in fome Degree ; without dating
the Origin of Government from the jealous
Efforts of political Contrivance, mutual Com-
padls, and reciprocal Stipulations. We might,
Ifay, have naturally fuppofed, that Government
and Mankind were, in a Manner, coeval; and
that they had grown up together from fmall Be-
ginnings, or a Kind of infant State, ’till they had
arrived at a maturer Age; in regard to which
we might further have fuppoled, that they became
more, or lefs polithed and improved, according
as they had received different Cultures from hu-
man Art and Induftry.  Allthis, I fay, we might
have naturally fuppofed; but all thefe Suppofi-
tions we muft entirely lay afide, in order to adopt
another Mode of accounting for the Origin of
civil Government. For according to the Lockian
Syftem, Mankind had no natural Inclination to-
wards any Government whatever: But having
found the Evils of Anarchy to be quite intolera-
ble, they refolved at laft to fubmit to the Evil of
Government, as the lefler of the two. But in
order that they might guard againft the Dangers
to be feared on this Side, as well as felt on the
former, they determined not to part with their
precious natural Liberty, “till Security had been

given,
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given, that fuch a Ceffion fhould not be turncd
to their Difadvantage.  Therefore they folemnly
ftipulated, that in cafc their new Lords and
Mafters fhould not pleafe them, they might rc-
turn again to their dear State of Nature, and
begin the Work of Government de novo, if they
chofe fo o do, or remain as they were, all equal,
all free, and independent. And thus it came to
pafs, that they, who were under no Sort of Sub-
Jjettion one Moment, becamc the Subjeéls of a
regular Government the next: And from being
n» Ways connetted with any Body politic what-
gver, they were transformed, all on a fudden,
by the Magic of the origimal focial Contraét into
moft profound Politicians. The Lockians have
not yet vouchfafed to tell us, where any one
fingle Copy of this famous original Contratt is to
be found,—in what Language it was written,—
m whofe Hands depofited,— who were the Wit-
aefles,—nor in what Archives we are to fearch
for it. But neverthelefs they have taken Care
to fupply us very amply with Inferences and
Deduttions refulting from it;---as if it had been
a Thing, which had been already proved and
admitted, and concerning whofe Exiftence no
further Queftions ought to be afked. We muft
therefore, as we cannot be favoured with a
Sight of the Contraft itfelf, attend to thofe In-
ferences and Dedullions, which they fay, are
denived from it.

Tre
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Tue firft Inference is, that no Man ought to
be deemed a Member of a State Politic, “ull he
has enrolled himfelf among tire Number of its
Citizens by fome exprefs and pofitive Engage-
ment.  ““ For, fays Mr. Lockz, [See the Quo-
- tation, Page g9.] fubmitting to the Laws of
* any Country, living quictly, and enjoying Pri-
« vileges and Prote€lions under them, makes not
2 Man a Mcmber of that Socioty ;---nothing
“ can make a Man {o, but his attually entering
** into it by pofitive Engagement, andexprefs Pro.
“ mife and Compaét.” And again: “ Whatever
“ Engagements or Promifes any one has madg
“ for himfelf, he is under the Obligation of
“ them, but cannot by any Compa€t whatever
“ bind his Children or Pofterity. For his Son,
‘“ when a Man, being altogether as free as his
“ Father, any A&t of the Father can no more
> give away the Liberty of the Son, than it can
“of any Body elfe.” [See the Quotation,
Page 9.]

Avr this is certainly agrecable to the Nature
of the original Contra& here fuppofed. For if
we can believe the one to have exifted, and to
have been the only Foundation of Civil Govern-
ment, we muft allow, that the other ought to
have followed. Here therefore let us fuppofe a
Cafe.---A Man, tho’ born in England, and of
Englifle Parents, yet, it {eems, is not by Birth
an Engli/tman ; that is, he is not a Subjeét of

this
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this Realm, *till he has made himfelf fo, by fome
exprels Covenant and Stipulation. This me-
thinks appears a little ftrange: But firanger
Things will {oon follow. For, after having
weighed all Circumftances, and confidered the
Matter pro. and con. he at laft confents to be-
eome a Brili/i Subje&, and gets his Name en-
rolled among the Number of its Citizens.
Then he marries, and has a Family; and by
living under the Prote@ion of the Engl/h Con-
ftitution, where every Man is fafe in the En-
Joyment of the Fruits of his Induftry, [not to
mention thole honourable, and lucrative Imploy-
ments he obtained under the Government.] " He
growsrich and wealthy, lcaving feven Sons behind
him, all grown up to Man’s Eftate: To the fix
younger he gives ample Fortunes in moveable
Goods and Chattles, and to the eldeft a large
Eftate in Land. The Quetftion therefore is,
Among what Species of political Beings are thefe
feven Children to be clafled ? And are they thz
Subjeéls of Great-Britain, or are they not, be-
fore they have entered into an exprefs Covenant,
or Treaty with the State for that Purpofe ?

Accorping to Mr. Lockr’s leading Idea, he
ought to fay, that they are the Subje@ls of no
Government upon Earth; but that they are all
in the original State of Nature, perfe@ly free
from any political Laws or Conneftion whatever,

entire
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sntire Mafters of themfelves, and abfolutely in-
dependent  Beings. — Confequently,  that they
ought to be allowed to do as they pleafed relative
to Great-Britain [ Grea’-Britain 1 fay, which had
enriched their Father, had nurfed them vp. and pro-
tefed them from their very Infancy to mature
Eftate ] and that if they chofe to forfake her in any
particular Period of her Diftrefs, the ought not to
ftop their Emigration, or to hinder them from car-
ryingalltheirmozeable Goods and rich Effeéts with
them [ their fmmoveables. no Thanks to them, they
could not carry] much lefs ought fhe to demand
the Affiltance either of their Perfons, or of their
Purfes, asa Matter of firiit Right, if they fhould
#ot be difpofed to grantit.  This I fay, is the
true Lockian Principle without Exaggeration :
And let the impardal World be the Judge,
whether it be confiftent with common Senfe, or
common Honefty. Indeed Mr. Lockr himfelf
fcems to have becn aware, that he had carried
this Point too far: For he allows, that one of
thefe Sons, fuppole the eldeft, thatis, the Land-
holder, might be obliged, by the Nature of his
Tenure, to defend that State, within which his
Lands lay, and to make fome Recompence to it
for the long Prote&tion and many Bleflings he
had enjoyed.  Yet, that he might never lofe
Sight of his darling Ideas of Confent, or Contract,
he calls the Accepting of the Eftate on thefe
Terms, a tacit Confent.  And then he addss
* He [the Father] may indeed annex fuch Con-

ditions
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* ditions to the Land be enjoyed, as a Subjeét of
¢ any Common-Wealth, as may oblige his Son
“ to be of that Community, if he will enjoy
« thofe Pofleflions, which were his Father’s; be-
% caufe the Eftate being the Father’s Property,
“ he may difpole, or fettle it as he plesfes.” And
thus Reader, at laft we feem to have gotten one
of thefe Sons, the Landholder, back again into
the Service of his Country, in order to defend it
in Times of Danger. But let us not be too
fure: For this Lockian Principle i§ of fuch a
changeable Nature, and is endowed with fo much
Verfatility, that it will often give us the Slip,
when we think we have the firmeft hold of it.

Hexe therefore let it be afked,—Ifa Man
hath a Right to annex what Conditions he pleafes
to the Pofleflion of his Landed Eftate after his
Deceafe,—By what Law did he acquire that
Right? And who gave him that Authority ?
Surely in a mere State of Nalure he could have
had no fuch Right ;---becaufe the Land could be
no longer Azs, than whilft he himfelf was ufing
and occupying it ;---which tis plain, he could not
do after he wasdead. Granting thercfore, that
in a State of Nature he had a Right, during bis
Life-Time, to appropriate to himfelf a certain
Portion of Land for his own Suftentation, {which
yet *Rousseau with great Shew of Reafon

Difcours fur la Queftion, propofée par I"Academie de Dijonr;
Qualle eft I'Origine de I'Inegalite parmi les Hommes 5 et fi elle o
pofitively
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pofitively denies.] Still that Land muft revert
to the Public, and become common again after his
Deceafe. But if it fhould be faid, that he de-
rived the Right of bequething Land, and of
annexing various Conditions to the Bequeft,
from the pofitive Laws of civil Society (which
is the Truth of the Cafe, and which Mr. Lockz
him{elf is obliged to allow, by ftiling this Father,
a Subje&t of fome Commonwealth) Then I
afk, Why could not the Commonwealth, if it
fo pleafed, exercife the fame Right itfelf, which
it had empowered the Father to exercife ? Why
could not the State oblige the other {ix Sons, as,
well as the eldeft, to perform the feveral Offices,
and difcharge the Duties, civil and military, of
loyal Subjetls, if the Exigencies of the State-
fhould fo require? Or if there be any effential
Difference between the two Cafes of moveable
Property, and immoveable, refpeting the Duty
and Allegiance due to Government ;---fhew the
Difference if you can. In fhort, what is it.
about which we have been {o long difputing *

autorifee par la Loi naturelle ?---Second Partie. Le Premier.
qui ayant enclos un Terrein, f{ avifa dire, Ceci ef a moi, et
trouva des Gens affez fimples pour le croire, fut le wrai Fon-
dateur de la Societé civile. Que de Crimes, de Guerres, de
Meutres, que de Miferes, et d’Horreurs n’evt poiat epargnés
au Genre Hugnain celui qui arrachant les Pieux, ou comblant
les Foflé, eut cri¢ a fes femblables; Gardex wous decouter cet
Impoflenr.  Vous etcs perdues, fi wous oubliew, que les Fruits fint
@ tous, ¢f gue la terre n'zff @ perfonne.

Yor
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For, after all it is plain to a Demonftration, that
we muft allow at laft, what ought to have been
allowed at firft; v2z. That Proteftion and Al-
legiance, between Prince and People, are reci-
procal Ties, and that the one neceflarily infers
the other, without the Formality of an exprefs
perfonal Covenant, or pofitive Stipulation; fo
that if the Duty of Protetion be performed
on the one Side, that of Allegiance ought
to be obferved on the other, and wvice verfa.
An Author, not inferior to Mr. LockEg, or
any of his Difciples, in the Dcfence of true Li-
berty, both Civil and Religious, and who is
acknowledged to be an excellent Judge of the
Engli/l. Conftitution, thus exprefles himfelf on
this important Subjeét. ¢ Natural Allegiance is
“ founded in the Relation every Man ftandeth
 in to the Crown, confidcred as the Head of
“ that Society whereof he is born a Member ; and
“ on the peculiar Privileges he deriveth from that
“ Relation, which are with great Propriety called
“ his Birthright. This Birthright rothing but
“ his own Demerit can deprive him of ; it is -
“ defeafible and perpelual.  And confequently the
“ Duty of Allegiance which arifeth out of it, and
“ is infeparably conneéted with it, is in Con=
* fideration of Law likewife wunalienable and
¢« perpetual.” [See Foster’s Reports. Intro-
duition to the Difcourfe on High Treafon.]

adly,
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2dly. The Affertion, that Taxes are a Free
Gift, and not a Debt due to the Public, is
another ftrange Inference refulting from Mr.
Lockr’s Idea of an original Contraét. Indeed
had Government been that vague, unfettled,
and precarious Thing, which the Lockian Syftem
reprefents it to be ; without any better Founda-
tion to reft upon, than the Breath and Caprice of
each Individual ; — then it would have been very
true, that thofe, who fupported it by their vo-
luntary Contributions, were the Givers, or Donors
of their refpeftive Sums. But doth the Idea of
fuch a Benefation at all accord with the Idea of
a Tax? Surely no: For a Tax in the very
Nature of it, implies fomething compulfory, and
not difcretionary ; fomething, which is not in
our own free Choice, but is impofed by an
Authority fuperior to our own: Whereas a mere
Gift, or free-will Offering implies juft the con-
trary. However, as I faid before, it is not the
Inference itfelf, which is here to blame ; for had
the Premifes been true, the Inference would
have been juft enough; and therefofe we muft
trace the Error higher up. Here then be it
obferved, that it can never be true, that Provi-
dence hath left Mankind in a State of fuch total
Indifference refpefling Government, that it
fhould depend on their own Option, whether
they will have any Government, or none at all.
I fay, this can never be true of the Species in
general ; whatever particular Exceptions there
might
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might be of here and there a wayward Indivi.du.al,
who ought to be regarded as a Monfter deviating
from the common Courfe of Natuwie. In fatt,
the Inftinéts ard Propenfities of Mankind towards
{ocial * Life, are ina Manner foirrefiftible, that
1 might almoft fay, Men will as naturally {feek to
enjoy the Bleflings of Society, as they dq to
obtain their daily Food. In the one Cafe it is
not left to their own Choice, whether they will
eat or not eat, drink or not drink (for kind
Nature has determined that Point for them);
but it is lefi to themfelves to judge and to choole,
in many Inftances, what Kinds of Food, and of
Liquids they w ill ufe, how they will have them
prepared, and whether they will m.ake a proper,
or improper Ufe of thefe Deﬁin.zmons» of I?r(I)vl_
dence. Juft fo, or nearly fo, in my Opinion,
is the State of human Nature refpetting Govern-
ment. For Providence feems to have deter-
mined for them, that there thall be a Government
of fome Sort or other ; and then to have left it,
for the moft Part, to themfelves to fix on. the
Form or Mode, and to regulate the feveral Ap-
pendages belonging to it, according t(? their own
good Liking, Judgment, and Difcretion. Now,
if this be the Cafe, that is, if there muft be a

* Tt will be diftin&ly fhewn in the firft Chapter of the fecond
Rart, that a focial State among fuch Creatu{*es as Men muft
seceffarily produce a Government of fome Kind or other.

Government
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Government of fome Sort, or in fome Shape or
other ; it then neceflarily follows, that certain
Means muft be found out for the Support of fuch
an End. What, thercfore, it may be afked,
are:thefe Mcans? And which are the beft, the
leaft burthenfome, and the moft unexceptionable?
[For in this Refpeét likewife, as well as in the
former, a great deal is left to the Prudence and
Sagacity of Mankind to weigh and confider, and
provide for themfelves.]  The Anfwer to which
Queltion is the following, That there can be
devifed but three Ways for the Support of any
Government whatever, viz. Perfonal Service,
—- Crown Lands, - or public Taxes;— and each
of thefe Methods (fuch are the Imperfetions

of buman Nature) is attended with Conveniences
and Inconvenicnces not a few.

Anp (firft) as to perfonal Service.—1In the In-
fancy of a very fmall State, and before the Arts
of Civilization had {ufficiently taken Place, per-
fonal Service feems to have heen the firft, and
indeed the only Idea, whichwould occur. For
when Men had nothing elfe to pay, towards that
Government which prote@ted them, they mufl have
peid that ; —paid it, I mean, as a Matter of
Duty, Debt, or Obligation, and not -as the
Lockians fuppole, a free-will Offering, or volun-
tary Service. Buat it is eafy to fee, that fuch a
Tribute as this would foon appear to be ve
burthenfome for the Subjet to difcharge, and

not
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not at all convenient for the Prince to receive.
In refpeét to the Subjeét, were he to be obliged
to leave his own private Affairs, in order to attend
the Public on all Occafions, civil, military,
legiflative, and judicial ;—there would be hardly
any Time left, which he could call his own : His
Fields muft lie negle€ted, his Manufature and
his Shop be deferted, and all Bufinefs, bothin
the Way of Agriculture, and of Commerce, by
Land and by Sea, be in a Manner at a Stand.
In refpett to the Prince, the State, or the Pub-
lic, fuch a promilcuous Attendance of Perfons of
all Ranks, Ages, and Profeflions would be found
to be a very great Nufance, and to be produc-
tive of many Evils of various Kinds, without
{ufficient Benefits to counter-balance them. Add
to this, that as the Bounds of the State became
extended, the Attendance of Perfons living at a
greai Diftance, would become more and more
impratticable : So that in every View, this Kind
of Tribute, though the Source of all others, muft
foon be laid afide, and be exchanged for fome-
thing more ufeful, and lefs inconvenient.---Only
thus much of this primeval Idea ought always to
be rctained, that in Times of univerfal Danger,
we muft again recur ta the original Ufe of perfo-
nal Service. Forin fuch a Cafe, the Principle
of Self-Prefervation authorizes cvery State to
fummon all its Inhabitants capable of bearing
Arms, to be ready to appear in its Defence.
Nor, Itrow, would the Lockian Plea of Ex-

emption
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emption in fuch a Cafe be regarded in any other
Light, than as proceeding either from the Fears
of an arrant Coward, or from the Schemes and
Confpiracies of a Traitor. In either Light it
would certainly meet with its deferved Punifh-
ment. Indeed the very Recital of fuch a Plea
carries fo ftrong a Confutation in it, that nothing
ftronger can be added : ¢ Gentlemen, though I
““ was born and bred in this Country, and have
¢ {fubmitted to its Laws, [when that was attended
* with fome Advantage, and no Danger;] and
“ though I have lived quietly, and enjoyed Pri-
“ vileges and Prote€tion under them ;---more-
““ over, tho’ the Invader is making great Strides
“ to fubdue you, and Hann1BAL is in a Man-
“ner at the Gates ;---yet I muft at prefent beg
“ Leave to be excufed from oppofing him: For
“ as I never did attually enter into any pofitive
“ Engagement, and exprefs Promife and Com-
“ patt to defend this Country, I am not legally
“ obliged to defend it. In Fa&, Iam not a
“ Member of your Society, and therefore you
* have no Right to prefs me into its Service.”---
Thus much for this Part of the Lockian Scheme,
that Taxes, alias perfonal Services, are Sree
Gifts.  And let all Mankind from the higheft to
the loweft, from the greateft to the meaneft Ca-

pacities, be the J{ldges, what Epithets fuch a
Scheme deferves.

Once
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Onxce more; the Cafe of prefling Sailors {or
the Sea-Service, is a Confirmation of every
Thing which hath been advanced concerning the
Neceflity of retaining the original Idea of ferving
the State in Perfon, and not by Subftitutes. For
Sailors are a Body of Men, whofe Setvice can-
not be performed by any but Sailors ; and tiicre-
fore they are, and, from the Nature of Things,
ever muft be, liable to ferve in Perfon. Now,
were you to call Prefing afree Gift, or the vo-
Iuntary Offer of perfonal Service on the Part of
the poor Sailor that is preffed, what would the
World think of you, but that you were either
anfane yourfelf, or that you efteemed all others to
be mere Idcots? However, your Plea nerhaps
may be, that tho’ the perfonal Service of Sailors
at prefent is, generally {peaking, very far from
voluntary ;---yet it might bave been rendered
more defireable, and confequently voluntary
[rather lefs-inveluntary] were a proper Mode
adopted for inviting Sailors to inlift of their own
Accord. This I will fuppofe is your Plea: And
the Meaning of it is,---to rccommend a national
Regifler for Seamen. Great Things have been
faid of late Years in Praife of fuch an Inftitution:
but they have been chiefly faid by thofe, whe
Jeaft underftood what is mcant and implied by it.
¥ myfelf once thought it a fine Thing ; but ever
fince the Year 1748 (when I had the firft Oppor-
tunity of examining it on the Spot) I have been
thoroughly convinced, that a Regifter doth not

deferve
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deferve a tenth Part of the Praifes, which our
modern Patriotic Pamphleteers, and ignorant
News-Writers have beftowed uponit. Forit
avery operofe and intricate Bufinefs, not 4t alf
calculated for the Difpatch of Trade, and Ftee-
dom of Navigation ; moreover, it is loaded, th
its Confequences, with fuch an Expence, as ren-
ders Freight in France * exceflively dear:—
Thele are the Evils attending it even in Times

* This Circumftance of the Dearnefs 6f the French Freight
fmore than 3o per Cent. dearer than the Englith] renders the
Condutt of the French Court, in fupporting the Independency
of America, and granting a Freedom of Navigation (at feaftin,
part) between O/d France, the French Iflands, and the Americine
Continent, one of the moft impolitic Meafures that ever that
Nation adopted. For, as the very Ferté of the Americans con-
fifts in the Cheapnefs of their Navigation, and‘as they are-a
People more addifted to Chicane of every Kind, to Quirks
and Quibbles in the Law, and have greater Invention that
Way, than any People upon Earth (even according to the
Confeffion of their beft Friends) ; they, with the Affiffance of
their new Allies, the Fr exch Planters of Martinico, Guadaloupe,
©c. all unted 1n one common Intereft, will evade the reﬁraining
Laws of Qld France, in Spite of every Effort of a Fiench Mi-
niftry to the contrary.  This, I will venture to prediét, will
be the Confequence in Procefs of Time. And then the Avze-
ricans will engrofs almott the whole of that Carrying-Trade to.
themfelves, which ufed to be the beft Nurfery of Seamen far
the French Navy. What Infatuation isthis! But I forbear---
The filly groundlefs Notion, that the Seperation of Amerfra
‘would be the Ruin of England, hath done more to advance the
real Interefts of England, than we could, or, at leaft, would
bave done for ourfelves. May we profit by thefe Blunders of
cthers, and fz¢ our awn real Intercits, before it be too late!

of
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of Peace ; and yet it is of little or no Efficacy im
Times of War. For when the Sailors, who have
been regiftered, will not appear to their Sum-~
mons at their refpeétive Ports, or will not volun-
tarily furrender themfelves up at the Ports where
they may happen to be ;---the laft Refource is
Violence and Compulfion. Now I afk, what is
there in this boafted Method, which is a Whit
preferable to our own? For we always begin
with Bounties and Invitations; and feldom or
never have Recourfe to Preffing, till the gentler
Methods are found to fail.  So that, after all, we
are much on a Par with the French in Times of
War, and feel none of the Inconveniencies of
their Regifters in Times of Peace. The late
Arexanper Hume, Efg; Member of Parlia-
ment for Southwark, fpent many Years in framing
a Bill for a national Regifter of Seamen ; and as
he was a Man of ftrong natural Parts, and had
had long Experience in nautical Affairs, it was
natural for him to conclude, that he had fuc-
ceeded in correfting the many Evils and Imper-
feGions of the French Regifter. This Bill, I
think, was once read in the Houfe of Commons,
and ordered to be printed. At Mr. Hume’s
Requef} I got it laid before the Society of Mer-
chant Adventurers in Briflol, in order to have
their Opinion ; and I received for Anfwer, that,
bad as the Mode of preffing was, both Merchants
and Seamen, and all Parties concerned, would
prefer it to the Cloggs and Shackles, and various

reftrictive
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reftrittive Claufes contained in the regiftering
Bill of Mr. HuMme. It feecms, the Idea of a Re-
gifter is revived again; and great Expettations
are founded on fome promifing Scheme of that
Nature. My fincere Wifhis, that what bas ap-
peared fo plaufible to feveral Gentlemen in
Theory, may become as favourable to Liberty,
as beneficial to Commerce, and as pratticable in
Fatt as they themfelves expett, ordefire. But
in the mean Time, and ’till that happy Period
fhall arrive, whena {ufficient Number of Sailors
thali be induced by fome inviting Scheme or
other [call it a Regifter, or call it what you
pleafe] to enlift of their own Accord; the
Mode of Preffing (there iv no Help for it) muft
be retained.—And need I add, that the Man,
who is prefled, is not a Volunteer 2 Need I go
about to prove that he is not his own Legiflator ?

and that he is neither felf-governed, nor {elf-
direfled ?

2dly. A fecond Mode of fupporting Governs
ment is by Crown Lands, or large Domains.
Now this is another Species of perfonal Service,
together with the Addition of fome Part of the
Produce of fuch Lands either to be taken in kind,
or to be exchanged for Rent. How fuch vaft
Trafts of Country came into the Poffeffion of
the refpetive Regents in Society (which we know
was antiently the Cafe, at lealt all over Europe)
15
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is a Matter not to be eafily explained. Probably

thefe immenfe Eftates were principally owiag to-
two very different Caulfes, viz. The patriarchat
Riglits,— and the Rights of Congneft. The Pa-
triarchs, or the Progenitors of Nations, it is na-
tural to-fuppofe, took Care to fecure vaft Trafts
of the moft commodious Land to their own Ufe ;

— and very probably they divided the Remainder,.
as Mankind encreafed and multiplied, among
the Subaltern Heads of Families;— fubje& never-
thelefs to fuch Reftriétions and Conditions, and
to fuch perfonal Duties and Services, as were
jadged to be neceflary, whether civil, military,
or fervile, in the infant State of Society. The
Hiftories of the Beginning of all Clans and Tribes,
and Hords of People {prung from the fame Ori-
ginal, feem to confirm this Hypothefis. ~But it
ought to be obferved, that the firit, patriarchal
Plan could not have obtained here in Britain,
ever fince the Invafion of the Saxons, Danes, and
Normans (and poffibly of the Romans) whatever
it might have done in the more antient Times of
the Britons, the piimeval Natives of the Coun-

try.

AxorHaER Origin of Domain Lands is, — That
of Conqueft: For when a Country was conquered
by any of the barbarous Nations, the Commander
in Chief, and his Subalterns, afias his Comites,
FEarls, Thanes, or Generals, divided the Terri-
tory into two Shares or Lots :- -The one was re-

ferved.
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ferved, and generally fpeaking it was a very large
one, for the Ufe of the Commander in Chief, in
order to fupport the Dignity of his Station, to
«entertain his numercus Vaflals and Dependants,
and likewife to raife, feed, and cloathe a.con-
fiderable Body of Troops at his own Expence,
and out of the Tenants on his own Domain with-
out calling for further Afliftance. The reft of
the Country was divided and fubdivided among
the feveral Chicftains, according to their refpec-
tive Ranks and Stations, their miiitary Merit, the
Number of their Followers, the Favour of
the Prince, and other Circumftances. In this
Allotment each Chicftain had, for the moft Part,
the fame Jurif{di¢tion, both civil and military,
over his refpettive Tenants, as the Prince had
over thofe on his own Domain ;——ecach Chieftain
bad alfo the fame Right to demand the perfonal
Services of thofe who held under him, whether
military, or fervile, as the Prince himfelf:---But
each Chieftain was likewife obliged to do Suit
and Service at the Court of the Sovereign, and
to attend him in his Wars, in the fame Manner.,
and almoft in the fame Form, as his military
Tenants were obliged 1o do Suit and Service to
him. This, therefore, together with Efcheats
and Forfeitures, Compofitions and Confifcagions,
and the Perquifites arifing from Efcuage, Re-
liefs, Heriots, Alienations, Wards and Liveries,
Pre-emptions, Purveyances, Prifages, Butlerages,
&c. &c. conftituted the main Branches of the

Gothic
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Gothic Revenues and Prerogatives. Now I afk,
is there any one Thing in all this Catalogue,
which in the leaft refembles the Idea of a Free-
Gift, and voluntary Donation? On the con-
trary, is it not evident, that the very beft, and
moft innocent, of thefe Prcrogatives were com-
pulfory in fome Degree, and that the moft of
them were arbitrary and tyrannical in a fhocking
Degree? In Fatt, there hardly ever was a ciol
Conftitution more produttive of Slavery and
Oppreflion on the one Extreme,---or of Fu-
mults, Infurreétions, and Rebcllions on the
other, than the Gothic. Indeed it ill deferved
the Name of a civ/ Conftitution: For it par-
took much more of a military, than of a civil
Nature ; being little better than the Idea of an
Encampment. or rather of a Cantonment of
Torces extending far and wide, according to the
Dimenfions of the Country ; and fubjett to fuch
Alterations, as thefe great Diftances and Dif-
perfions made neccfiary. One Thing is cer-
tain, that true civil Liberty was a Stranger to
every Country. where the Gothic Contftitution
was introduced ;---and that what was called Li-
berty in thofe Days, and what our modern Pa-
triots fo much boaft of in ours, asthe Glory
of Old Englond, was the Liberty which one
Baron took of making War on, and plundering
the Efates, and murdering the Vaflals of
another.---and tvrannizing over his own :---And

that when Half a Score of thefe petty Tyrants
could
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could band together, and make a common
Caule, they were a Match for the King himfelf,
who otherwife would have been a Tyrant over
them. Now this was the boafted Liberty of the
Gaothic Conftitution: And becaude that in France
and Spain, Sweden and Dcnmark, and perhaps
in {fome other Countries, this Power of the
Barons of doing Mafchief, and of beinga Plague
to each other, to their own Vaffals, and to all
around them, has been much curtailed, if not
totally abolithed ;---therefore we are told by
very great and grave IHiftorians, that thefe
Countrics have loft their ILiberties.* Indeed

* Of alike Nature is that other Affertion of our modern Pa-
triots, that in former Times, there was no fuch Thing as a
Standing-Army ; butthat this is a modern Invention, toen-
{lave Mankind. Indeed, if they meant to fay, thatthe Term
itfelf was notin ufe in former Times, they are right; for the
Word Standing- Armies is of modern Date. But if they with to
propagate a Nation, (which they certainly do) thatthe Thing
itfelf, the Subflance, was not in Being ’till very lately, they
are guilty of a wilful Mifteprefentation ; for they do know, that
the Gothic Conftitution neceffarily created a Standing-Army
in Fafl, tho’ not in Narme, inevery Kingdom, wherever it pre-
vailed. They know alfa, that the effential Difference between
antient and modern Standing-Armies confifts in this, that ours
are paid in Money, and the Gothic Troops were paid in Land:
And that confequently their Forces were much more difperfed,
much worfe difciplined, much more fubject to the Wills and
Caprice of their refpetive Generals and fubaltern Officers, alias
the Barons, and Lords of Manors; and, in fhort, in every
View much more unfavourable to civil Liberty than ours are.—
Not many Miles diftant from the Place whereI now write, the

I
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I grant, that the Kings of each of thefe Coun-
tries have rifen in Power in Proportion as the
Nobles have funk ; but neverthelefs I do aver
it for a folemn Truth, that the common People
have been Gainers likewife. For though they
have not acquired as much Liberty, as they
ought to have, and what is their Right to have,---
yet they have obtained a much greater Degree
of it every where, even in Denmark itfelf, than
ever they enjoyed before,

two great Barons, Lard BERkELEY and Lord Lisve, fought
a bloody Battle on Nibley Corumon, Anno. 1470 [See ATRYNS's
Hift. Glocefiesfhire, Page 577) with 400 Men on a Side, raifed
jn lefs than 48 Hours, from among their refpeétive Vafials and
Dependants.  The famous Battle of Chewy Chace, 1s {till a more
extraordinary Circumftance, according to the antient Songs
For in that we are told, that Earl PErcy had made a Vow,
that he would be the Aggreffor in breaking the Peace between
the two Kingdoms, by hunting in a Wood that belonged to
the Houfe of DoucLas. Yet rath and unjuttifiableas fuch a
Vow was, the Event fhews, that his Pleafure alone was a fuffi-
cient Reafon for the very Flower ot his Vaflals and Dependants
to attend him in that frantic bravading Expedition. Now here
I atk, Were any two modern great Men, any two Dukes,
Earls, or Barons, or any two Generals, or Colonsls, in the
Army, to have a Quarrel with, and to fend Challenges to each
other (as we are affured was the Cafe between the Lords
BERKELEY and LisLE, and the Earls PERCY and DovGLas)
would they beable to prevail on any of their Tenants to take
up Arms in fuch a Quarrel ? and could they engage, 1 do not
fay a Regiment on a Side, but even a fingle Troop, or Com-
pany, todrawa Sword, or fire a Mufket in their Defence?
Surely no: Yet we are told, that thefe were the Daysin which
our brave Fore-fathers enjoyed that glorious Liberty of thinking
and alting for themfelves, which we, their degenerate Sons,
have loft !

Bumn
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Bur to purfue this Subjeét no farther :---Be it
obferved, that the Crown Lands or Royal Do-
mains in antient Times were fo very extenfive,
as to contain a fifth Part of the Lands of England,
and that the feveral Rents, and Profits, and Ser-
vices arifing from them, and from the other
Branches of the feudal Syltem, were judged to
be fully fufficient, without further Aid, to an-
fwer all the common Expences of Government¥*.
Nay, it has been computed, that had all the
Lands of anttent Demefne borne a Rack-Rent
according to the prefent Standard, the Sum
total would have been not much thort of
6,000,000l. Sterling. And what feems to con-

* See a very ingenious and inftructive Pamphlet, intituled,
The Rights of the Britifh Legiflature to tax the American
Colonies vindicated, printed for T. BeckeT. I differ from
this Author in nothing very materially, but in his Calcula-
tion of the prefent Rental of Exgland, which he feems to me
to have fet a great deal too low. Had he attended to the vaft
Improvements in Agriculture throughout England and Wales,
partly by Skill and good Hufbandry, partly by the Enclofure
of common Fields, and by the enclofing and cultivating of
above a Million of Acres of Commons, Waftes, Foreits,
Chafes, Mountains, Moors, Fens, Marthes, &c. &c. And
above all by the prodigious Encreafe of Buildings in Loxdon,
Briftol, Bath, Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchefler, and in al-
moft every manufatturing Town and Diftri&t whatever, for
thefc lat 40 Years: I fay, had he duly attended to the Ad.
vance of Rents on thefe, and on other Accounts, he
would have found that the Rack-Rental of England and
Wales, independently of Scotland, cannot be fo little as
30,000,000k, & Year; a Fifth of which is 6,000,004l.

firm,
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firm this Calculation is, that it is pretty well
known, that the Eftates belonging to what is
called the Duchy of Lancafter [ which were little
more than the confifcated Eftates of four great
Barons] would not have been much fhort of
1,000,000l. Sterling of annual Rent;---fup-
pofing, that the feveral Manors, Hundreds,
Pa.ithes, Precinlls, Streets, and Houfes in
London, and throughout England and Wales,
which formerly did belong to the Duchy of
Lancafler ; [ many of which now claim thofe Pri-
vileges, and Exemptions, which the Dukes and
Earls of Lancafler once granted to their Ten-
ants ; ]---I fay, fuppofing that all thefe Eftates
were at prefent in the Hands of one Perfon,
and that he were to receive a Rent for each
proportionably to the prelent Standard,----
then, and in that Cafe, it has been computed,
that the Amount of the whole would be little
tefs than 1,000,000l. Sterling.

Bur be this Calculation erroneous, or not, the
Fa& is certain, that even as low down as the
Reign of Epwarp the Fourth, the Crown-
Lands, together with the feudal hereditary Re-
venue, were judged to be adequate to the com-
mon Expences of Government. Indeed, this is
not much to be wondered at, when we confider,
that the Charges of the Navy, together with the
feveral Appendages of Docks, Yards, Maga-
zines, Fortifications, Vi€tmaling and Admiralty

Offices,
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Offices, &c. &c. (fo expenfive at prefent)
{carcely had an Exiftence in thofe Days: and
that the military Tenures then fupplied the Place
of a ftanding Army. Therefore, asthe Crown
could fuppert itfelf, without the Aid of Parlia-
ment, it is obvious to any refleéting Mind, that
the real and rational Liberty of the Subjett could
hardly have been enjoyed during all that long
Period :---I fay, the real and rational. to diftin-
guifh it from the mad, fanatical Liberty of a
Polyh Vero, which our modern Republicans
feem to with to introduce among us. In fhort,
when the hereditary Revenue of the Prince, and
his hercditary Prerogatives, were fo exceffivel
great, asto fet him above Controul, by making
him independent of the Parlianient, what Re.-
medy was to be applied, in Cafe he abufed his
Power ? —None that I can think of but that one,
which is almoft as bad as the Difeale, and to the
common People it was certanly worfe ;---the Re-
medy I mean, was that of the great Barons
forming a League againft him.----I have not
fcrupled to fay, that fuch a Remedy was worfe
to the common People than the Difcafe jtfelf:
For there cannot be a elearer, and a mare evi-
dent Propofition, thanthat it is far better to be a
Subjett under the abfolute Monarchies of France
or Denmark, than to be a Vaffal to a Grandee
of Poland, or, whatis nearly the fame Thing, a

Slave to a Planter in Ffamaica. [But more of
this hereafter. ]

However,
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HoweveRr, as Providence is always bringing
Good out of Evil, foit happened, that partly
thro’ the Profufion of our former Princes, and
partly through the Contempt which Queen Eri-
zaBEeTH had entertained of her Succeflor, Jamrs
the Firft. the Crown-Lands were fo diffipated
and alienated (notwithftanding the common Law
Maxim of Nullum Tempus cccurrit Regi) that it
was impoffible for Government cven with the ut-
moft Oeconomy, to{ubfifton the fmall Pittance of
thefe Lands ftill remaining.  This was the Cafe
when the StuarT Family mounted the Throne.
And James the Firft, by his thoughtlels, and
childiftr Extravagance, foon made bad to become
worle.  What then was to be done in fuch a Si-
tuation ?---Two Things. and only two, feem to
have occurred. The firft was, to command the
Parliament to fupply the Place of the former Do
main by fome Kind of Tax; and in Cafe the
Parliament fhould refufe. then to have Recourle
to the Prerogative itfelf for raifing Money with-
out their Confent : The fecond was, to yield to
the Times with a good Grace, and to fue for
that as a2 Favour which. in a certain Senfe, could
not be firiéily and legally demanded asa Right
Unhappily for them they chofe the former Me-
thod  which begata long civil War. and ended
at laft in the total Expulfion of the F amily.

Now as this brings us to the Revolution, I
will here obferve, that it may likewife fuggeit
to our Thoughts, a 3d. Mobk
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34. Mope of fupporting civil Government,
viz. by Meansof Taxes. For tho Taxes were
in Being Ages before, yet the proper Ufes and
Advantages of them never began to be under-
ftood 'till after that Period: Nor indeed are
they yet underftood o well, and fo thoroughly,
as the Nature of fuch a Subje€t, and its great
Importance really deferve.

Two Ufesmay be made of Taxes, a Primary,
and a Secondary ; — the primary Ufe is to fupport
Government, and to defray the feveral Expences
military and civil incurred, or to be incurred
thereby : The Secondary is to provide for thefe
Lxpences in fuch a Manner, as {hall render the
Subjeéls in general the more induftrious, and
confequently the richer, and not the poorer by
fuch a Mode of Taxation, AndI do aver, that
every judicious Tax tends to promote the latter
of thefe Ufes. as well as the former; as thall be
diftin€tly thewn in its proper Place. Now as we
have already expofed the great Inconveniences,
and the many Dangers attending the AHotments
of Crown Lands. ar public Domains for the Sup-
port of Government ,——and as we have likewife
{ufficiently proved, that the requiring of perfonal
Services is a ftill greater Hardfhip. and a much
forer Infringement on perfonal Liberty; What
have we yet left, but Tuxes, Duties, or Imprfitions
to defcant upon ? For in Fa& we have no other

Choice
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Choicc remaining : — And therefore if we will,
or muft fubmit to have Government at all, we
muft {fubmit to bave Taxes; —there being ne
other Refource.

Burt fay the Lockians, Taxes are the Free-
Gift of the People :---Nay, they arc the Frec-
Gift of each Individual among the Peoplc:
¢ For even the Supreme Power [the Legifla-
¢ ture] cannot [lawfully or juftly] take from
“ any Man any Part of his Property without
“ his own Confent.” This is Mr. Lockt’s own
Declaration. And Mr. MoLiNEux corrobo-
rates it by another ftill fironger, viz. “ To tax
““ me without my own Confent is little better, if
¢ atall, than down right robbing me.” In fhort
all the Lockians hold one and the fame Lan-
guage on this Head: And therefore you muft
take their favourite Maxim for granted, or you
will incur their high Difpleafure: “ You are an
¢ Advocate for Defpotifm, if you do not ae-
*“ quiefce in this Maxim: You attempt to de-
¢ fend what is down-right Robbery ; you are a
* minifterial Hireling, a dirtty Tool, &c. &c.”

Now, as there is no anfwering fuch Argu-
ments as thefe, I fhall very contentedly let them
pafs: inorder to proceed to fome others, which
really deferve tobe properly ftated, and clearly
explained.

THEREFORE
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Tuererore in the firft Place, we muft dif-
tinguifh between Power and Right : I'or without
this we do nothing. The People in their
collettive, as well as every Individual in his
private Capacity, may have the Power of doing
wany things, which ought not to be done.
Power therefore doth not in all Cafes confer
Right.  This I lay down as a fundamental
Maxim: And if I ami wrong in this, I fhall be
wrong in all the reft. In the next Place I ob-
ferve, that a free Gift implics in the very Idea
of it, a Matter of mere Fzvour, and not a
Matter of {irit Right :—Confequently the
with-holding of a Favour is not the with-
holding of a Right. Being advanced thus far,
[ have yet to add, that Government itfelf may
be confidered in a two-fold View: 1ft. As it i
in its own Nature, abftrafled from the Con-
{ideration of this, or that particular Set of Ad-
miniftrators, or of this, ar that particular Mode
or Form of adminiftering it: And 2dly, as it
comprehends the latter as well as the former,
being relative to fome certain Perfon or Perfons
prefiding in the State, and to fome particular
Mode or Form of Government. And then I
do affert, that Taxes never ought to be confidered
as Free-Gifts, or A&ts of mere Favour, or vo-
luntary Generofity refpefling the former ;---
becaufe Mankind have no Right to fay, we will
have no Government at all ; and therefore we
will have no Taxes for the Support of it: But
refpetting the latter, they may have a Right to

far,
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fay. in certain Cafes, and on particular Emer-~
gencies, we will have this. and not that Man
to reign over us;---or we do prefer this Form
or Mode of Government and do rejett that.
Therefore at the original Setthng of fuch a Con-
ftiution, they may have a Right to confider fuch
fpecial Defignations, as particular Free Gifts, ox
{pontaneous Options.

Byt left I fhould be mifunderflood by the
carelefs and inattentive, or be mifrep. clented by
the malevolent on this Head, I will endeavour
to illuftrate the Subjet by a familiar Example,
taken from the Cafe of the Americans themfelves,
and to confute my Opponents by their own Ag-
gUMeERtS.

Here then I will wave my Opinion, that the
Americans are, and indeed that they ever were,
as far as they dared to fhew themfelves, a moft
ungrateful, ungoverna‘nle, and rebeltious Peo-
ple;—I fay, 1 will wave this Notion, and for the
prefent adopt theirs; viz. That the Cruelties
and Oppreflions, the Miferies and Slavery,
which the poor, plundered, ruined and famifhed
Americans had long fuffered under the tyranni-
cal Yoke of the Englifh, were at laft become fo
many, fo great, and intolerable, that it was
high Time to throw off fuch a galling Yoke, and
affert their native Freedom. Well: They have
thrown off the Engli/i Yoke, and have fet up

what
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what they are pleafed to call American Inde-
pendency, [Would to God they had done fo
fifty Years ago.] But in what Manner did they
fet up this Indcpendence ? And what did they
do on this Occafion ?---Did they, for Example,
attempt to live in an abfolutely independent
State, without Order, or Controul, or Subor-
dination of any Sort? No: Did they even pre-
tend to fay, that they had a Right to live after
that Manner, if they faw fit? No; They did
not. On the contrary, their own Condué&
plainly intimated, that they thought themfelves
bound to have fome Government, or other:--
And therefore, the only Point which they
had to determine [for they did not pretend 10
dctermine any other]] was, Who thould govern,
Americans or Englifhmen 2---And after what
Manner ?---Now their Condu&t in this Affair
clears up all the Difhculty at once, by fhewng,
that in one Refpett, Taxes are a Debt due to
the Public for the Support of Government,---
and that in another, they are the free Gifts of
the People towards a particular Set of Men, to
whom they have entrufted the Adminiliration of
the Common-Wealth. For though Government
was to be fupported, and Taxcs to be raifed, as
the beft and moft eligible Means of fupporting
it;-—-yct it did not follow from thence, tb':t
Meflrs. Hancock and Apams, Wasnincgroy
and Lavrens, &c. &c. &e. were, by an un-
alienable hereditary Right, or indeed Lv any

lege?
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making of the King’s eldelt Son a Knight, the
Marriage of a Daughter; &c. &c. ;—all of them
Matters of public Feftivity and Diverfion, in
which Spettacles the great Families of the King-
dom bore a principal Part,—and therefore made
the lefs Objettion againft fuch Kinds of Free-
Gifts.

Hence therefore the Propricty of the Ex-
preflion give and grant, confidered with a View
to fuch Things as thefe;— or indecd to any
others, which are of a fimilar Nature, where
the Parade, and external Grandeur of Govern-
ment, and not the Vitals or Effentials of it, are
concerned.

Howevrr the Language give and grant being
once introduced, continued to be the Stilc of
Parliament ever after.— So that in fa&, it hath
come to pafs in this, as well as in many other
Cafes, that certain Words and Phrafes, Ufages
or Cuftoms, which owed their Originals to parti-
cular Caufes, have been retained long afier the
Caufes themfelves have ceafed, and been for-
gotten,—to the great Confufion of Ideas, and In-
creafe of Error.

Ix ihort, if Stile alone is to govern our O-
pinions; then we muft conclude, that the King
of Great-Britain, is allo King of France: An

Inference

CONSIDERED AND EXAMINED. 75

Inference this, which I think no Man in his
Senfes can make at prefent ; whatever might have
been the Cafe formerly.—And if the Stile give
and grant, can revoke at Pleafure the public
Faith folemnly pledged, by turning Matters of
Jrifl Debt into Matters of mere Fauour, then our
Lockian Politicians have difcovered a more ex-
peditious Mcthod of difcharging the National
Debt, than any of our plodding Projetiors had
thought of before. For it is only to tell the
w.iblic Creditors, that the Parliament will give and
grant no longer, and then.— What ?>—Then thefe
Creditors can have no Right to complain of any
Injury or Injuftice done them:—DBecaufe they
ought to have known, that all Taxcs are abfo-
lutely free Gifts: And therefore it was a Matter
of mere Indulgence, (for which they ought to
have been very thankful) to have thefe Gifts and
Grants continued to them as long as they werc.
This happy Difcovery will, no Doubt. adminifter
great Confolation to all the national Creditors,
both Forcigners and Natives, who have vefted
their Property, on the Security of Parliament.
in our public Funds.  And thercfore I would
humbly recommend it to Dr. Pricg, and his
Friends, the American Congrefs, to try to bor-
row Money on thefe Terms, towards defraying
the Expence of their glorious War.

Bur to purfue fuch Abfurdities no farther, be
it obferved in gencral, that the Root, from which

thels
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thefe Evils fpring, is, that firange Notion fo
ftifly maintained by all the Lockians,—That the
Father’s being a Subjeét to any Government. lays
no Sort of Obligation on the Son to be a Subjett
likewife ; notwithftanding that he was born under
its Jurifdi&tion, bred and educated under its Pro-
teCtion and had enjoyed all its Privileges and
Advantages from his helplefs Infancy ‘till he ar-
rived at Man’s Eftate : Yet, for all this, it feems
the State has no Right to confider fuch a Perfon
as a Subjett :—She has no juft Pretenfionsto fup-
pofe, that he is bound in Duty and Confcience to
be obedient to her Laws, to affift her with his
Perfon, or his Purfe, or to bear any Part of her
Buidens.—On the contrary. fhe ought to allow,
that he has a jult, and an unalienable Right to re-
fufe to contribute a fingle Farthing towards any
of thefe Things unlefs he had attually given his
previous Confent thereunto.  And if you fhould
be curious to know. how fuch an extravagant
Notion as this ever came to enter into the Heads
aof Men of fober Senfe, it is, becaufe they
efteem civil Government. even in its beft Eftate,
to be a Kind of unnatural Reftraint on the na-
tive Freedom of Man :—It is an Evil which he
muft bear, becaufe ke cannot help himfelf ;~—but
yet which he is continually endeavouring to fhake
off, in order to hecame totally free and inde-
pendent.

So
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So much as to the primary Ufe of Taxes : And
the Reader muft now determine for himfelf,
whether he will confider them,—I mean, in all
Cafes effeniial to Government,—to be real Debts
due to the Public, asa Compenfation for the En-
Joyment of its Benefits and Proteftion,—or to be
mere Free-Gifts and voluntary Donations, which
every Man has a Right to chufe, or to refufe to
pay, as it {eemeth beft.

TrHe fecondary Ufe of Taxes comes next
to be fpoken to: But in refpeét to this I muft be
very brief, partly on account of having been
obliged to be fo copious and diffufive in regard
to the former Article; and partly becaufe this
1s itfelf a Digrefion from the main Subjeft,
tho’ an ufeful one. Suffice it therefore for the
prefent juft to obferve, that I fet out on the
Strength of two Propofitions, which neceffarily
infer each other, viz. That the Hand of the dili-
gent maketh rich,—and that the Hand of the
idle maketh poor. Therefore all Taxes what-
ever are to be denominated either good or bad,
in Proportion as they promote Induftry, or dif-
courage it. Now were a Survey to be taken of
our prefent Syftem of Taxation, according to
this Rule, it would be found, that many of our
Taxes are very good ones.—that fome are in-
different partaking of a Kind of neutral State,—
and that very few are really bad ones. Whereas
formerly the very Reverfe was the true State of

the
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the Cafe; which might eafily be made to appear
to the Satisfattion of any reafonable, impartial
Man, by comparing the whole Syftem of Taxes,
Artiele by Article, as it ftands in the prefent Year
1780,—and as it ftood at any Period whatever
during the Life-Time of Mr. Lock ,—or during
the golden Days of good Queen Bess, including
her Monopolies—or indeed at any Time, or
during any Reign, antecedent to the Sth of
Geo. 1. C. 15:—That famous commercial
Statute, for which the Authors of it [Sir RoserT
Warpore and his Brother] received the moft
ungrateful Returns from 1 Set of Mock-Patriots,
and from a deluded commercial Nation.

Exrericxce plainly tells us (and therefore
we mufl ceale to wonder) that the Generality
even of 1ntelligent People, do not reafon at all,
or at leaflt will not reafon to the Purpofe con-
cerning the Tendency of Taxes: That is, they
will not enquire, whether they tend to promote
Idlenefs or Indufiry, tc transform Drones
into Bees, or Dees into Drones. In Fa&, that
which they moflly attend to, is the Quantity of
Money. or the Sum Total produced by any
given Tax. Ifthe Sum fhould be a great one,
then they generally pronounce that they are fadly
opprefled, and wioft hecavily taxed, and com-
plain moft bitterly of their Rulers: In regard
to which, they are fure that Mock-Patriots and
feditious News-Writers will echo back their
Complaints from everv Quarter. But if the

Sum
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Sum produced fhould be a very {fmall one, then
they think, that they are not quite fo heavily
taxed ; and thercfore they are not altogether fo
profule in their Lamentations. Now, nothing
can be more fallacious than fuch Conclufions:
Inafmuch as it is ftriétly demonftrable, that a
Tax, which would hardly produce 100,000l. 2
Year to the Revenue, might yet be more op-
preflive, more impoverithing, and a much
greater Stab to Induftry of cvery Kind, than
others which produce Tex Mirrions. For the
Nature of Taxes is fuch, that they may be com-
pared to the pruning of Fruit-Trees; an Opera-
tion, which all will aliow to be not only ufeful,
but in fome Senfe neceffary. Now if this fhould
be judicioufly performed, the Trees will be much
healthier, and bear abundantly the better; but
if ignorantly and unfkitfully done, the Trees will
bear nothing, or next to nothing, and perhaps
will ficken, and die away.

Here therefore let us put a Cafe :—Suppofe,
that all the numerous Taxes at this Day {ubfift-
ing, were to be repealed, and that only one
Tax was to be laid on in their Room, viz. A
Tax of 2ol. a Day on every Plow, when at
Work, [or on every Machine performing the
Office of a Plow] and the like Sum on every
Cart, or Waggon, or any other Machine draw-
ing, or carrying Goods, or Merchandize of any
Kind :(—And then I afk, What would be the

Confequence ¢
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Confequence ?—Plainly this; That fuch a Tax
would produce but a very Trifle to the Revenue ;
becaufe it would ftop Labour and Induitry ro
fuch a Degree, that our Farms in the Country
would be deferted,~~Grafs and Weeds would
grow in the Streets of our Towns and Cities ; —
and the whole Kingdom would in a Manner be-
come a Defert.— Yet the few Beggars who were
left in fuch a defolate Country, would have it to
fay, that they paid but one fingle Tax; nay,
that they could get drunk on Spirituous Liquors
[as fmall Stills would be fet up every where, be-
ing light of Carriage, and paying no Tax]
Therefore they would have it to fay, that
they could get drunk for a Halfpenny, and
perhaps dead-drunk for a Penny. Happy
Times thefe! whereas their enflaved, op-
prefled, exhaufted, and impoverithed Fore-
fathers in the Year 1780, paid feveral Hundred
different Taxes! And, what was harder fill,
they could not enjoy the Bleffing of getting drunk
under the exorbitant Price of 6d.~~Such were
the Miferies and Calamities, which poor 0/d
England then fuffered under the Preflure of a
Multitude of Taxes, and of minifterial Excifes!!?
And now, Reader, having ended this long Ar-
ticle concerning Taxes, I cannot help exclaiming
at the Clofe of it, in the Words, which I have
heard the late Earl of Cuestrrrierp feveral
Times repeat, How much eaficr is it to deceive
Mankind, than to wndeceive them! But to re-
turn. A
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A third capital Error chargeable on the
Lockian Scét, (and to be ranked under this Clafs
of Errors) is that dreadful Notion, propagated
by them with a Kind of enthufialtic Ardor. that
their Syftem of Government is the only true one,
in the Nature of Things: —And that all others,
not built on this Foundation, are. in Dccd and
Truth, fo many deteftable Robberies. and bare-
faced Ufurpations of the unalienable Rights of
Mankind. Now this is in Faét proclaiming War
againft all the Governments upon Earth, and
exciting their Subjefts to rebel. And indeed
thefe new-fangled Republicans do not appear to
be fhocked at the Imputation of fuch horrid Con-
fequences, but onthe contrary, they admit them
with a Kind of Pleafure, and feem to glory in
fuch Deeds. The Extraéts from their Writings
alréady given, are fo decifive on this head. that
there can be no Need of any further Proof, or
Iluftration.

BuT that which feems the moft unaccountable
in this whole Proceeding is, that they have adopt-
ed almoft every Thing inta their own Syftem,
which is exceptionable in Sir RoserT Fiimrr’s,
and againft which they have raifed fuch tragical
Exclamations.

Txuus for Example, Sir RoeerT, and all the
Patrons of an indefeafible. hereditary Right. de-
clare with one Voice, that no Length of Time

can
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can bar the Tide of the right Heir. For when-
ever he fhall fee a fit Opportunity of feuing up
his Claim, every Subjett is bound in Duty and
Conilcience to renounce their Allegiance to the
reigning Prince, and to refort to the Standard of
the Lord’s Anointed :— Jult fo, mutatis mulandzs,
is the Stile and Declaration of the Lockians: The
People are the only right Heirs ; or rather, they
are the only Perfons who have a Right to appoint
right Heirs; and no Length of Prefcription can
bar their Title. For every Scttlement of a State,
monarchical, or even republican, whofe Title is
not derived from a popular Elettion, or doth not
exift at prefent by Virtue of fome exprefs, and
previous Contraft, is a2 manifclt Ufurpation of
their unalienable Rights ; and therefore ought to
be fubverted and deftroyed as foon as poflible ; —
moreover the Authors of fo daring an Attempt
on the Liberties of a {ree Pcople deferve to be pu-
nifhed with exemplary Vengeance, and to have
their Goods and Eitates confifcated forthe Benefit
of the Public, alias, to reward the Patriots. Now
if any one fhould alk, what that is, which con-
ftitutes the People in this Cale ? or who are thofe
Perfons that are invefted, jure divino, with thele
extraordinary Powers, thefe King-creating, and
King-depoling Prerogatives? —The Anfwer Town,
in Point of Theory, is attended with very per-
plexing Difficulties :—But in refpeét to Pradtice,
and as referring to a Matter of Ful, itis the cafi-
cft Thing imaginable. For the Peifons, or the

People
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Pcople in this Cafe, are no other than the firft
Mob that can be got together, provided they are
firong enough to undcrtake, and exccute the
work ; if not, the next Mob, or the next to
that, and fo on, ad infinitum. For thisis a Sub-
jett, which, it feems, ought never to be loft
Sight of by a true-born Patriot : Though he may
allow that the Efforts of the People for regaining
their native Rights, may be delayed for a while,
or may be diffembled, and poftponed till he and
his Friends fhall find a more convenient Seafon
for cxecuting their laudable Defigns,

Acain: The Notion of Kings de Fadfo, and
Kings de Fure, that Opprobrium of the Jaco-
bites, is alfo revived by the Lockians. For
whofoever dares to reign without, or in Oppofi-
tion to the Lockian Title, is only a King de Fagto:
—The rightful King, or the King de Fure, be-
ing yet in petto, and not to be brought forth, *till
the People can affemble together to affert, and
exercile their unalienable Rights with Safety.

Mozzrover the perfecuting and intolerant
Spirit of the Syftem of Sir Rorrrr Frimer,
and of the Jacobites, is another very juft Re-
proach to it : And none inveighed more bitterly,
or more juftly againft it on this Account, than
Mr. Locke himfelf, and his Difciples.—Yet fuch
is the Inconfiftency of thefe Men ;—that they tell
us fo plainly, that we cannot miftake their mean-

ing,
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ing, that they would allow no Government on
the Face of the Earth to fubfift on any other Ti-
tle, but their own, had they a Power equal to
their Wiilin thefe Cales. For fays Dr. Priestry,
[and all the Reft join in the famc Sentiments]
¢ This [ the Lockian, or popular Title | muft be
“ the only true and proper Foundation of a// Go-
¢ vernments {ubfifting in the World; and tkat to
¢ which the Pecple have an unalienable Right to by ing
“ them back.”— This is a Blefling, fays Dr.
¢ Price, which no Generation of Men can give
“ up for another ; and which, when loft, the Peo-
“ ple have always a Right to refume.” So that no-
thing lefs will content thefe Men than the univer-
{al Eftablifhment of their own Principles, and the
Renunciation or Abjuration of all others. Yet
thefe are the Champions who ftand up for Liberty
of Confcience. and are the only Friends to rccon-

-~

-~

-~

ciling Meafures, to univerfal Toleration, to Peace
on Earth, and Good-Will among Men.

OxcE more: All Laws made, or to be made
by the Authority of Ufurpers, alias of Kings de
Fuilo, are, according to the Dottrine of Sir Ro-
serT Firnmer and the Jacobites. abfolutely null
and void; “ull they {hall have received the Sanc-
tion and CoufSirination of the rightful King. And
fo fay the Lockions iu refpeét to ther fule right-
ful King, —the People. For here again they
have told u, fo often that we cannot forget i,
that no Law can be valid. unlefs the peopie have
authorized the making of it :—Nay, they have

gone
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gone fo far as to declare, that the very Effence
of Slavery doth confift in being governed by
Laws, to which the Governed have not pre-
vioufly confented. This being the Cafe, you
fee plainly, that the Confidcration, whether the
Law be good or bad in itelf; whether it is
a Law that is wanted or not wanted; and whe-
ther it tends to promote the Liberty of the
Subjeét, or to reftrain it, is at prefent entirely
befide the Queftion : —For the fole Point here
to be determined, is fimply this.—Had the Ma-
kers of fuch a Law any Right to make it, ac-
cording to the Lockian Ideas of Right and
Wrong ¢ If they had no fuch Right, they muft
be pronounced to be Ufurpers, be the Law in
itlelf whatever it may ; and therefore as they are
Ufurpers, their Doum is fixed ; inafinuch as they
cannot expett Mercy for their during Attempts
to alienate the unalienable Rights of Mankind.

Berore this Lockian Syftem had been broach-
ed, orat leaft before it had made many Profe-
lytes among us, it uled to be confidered as no
bad Maxim in Politics,—* Not to be very in-
“ quifitive concerning the criginal Title of the
¢ reigning Powers.” For 1f the State was aftu-
ally at Peace, and if every Man lat, or might
fit under his own Vine,‘ and his own Fig-
Tree; or in plainer Eugiith, 1f the effential
Ends of Government were anfwered both by
the Protettion of good Subjetts, and by the

Punifhment
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Punifliment of bad ones, and alfo by the De-
fence of the Community from external Vio-
kence ; —then it was thoughe, that this was a
fufficient Reafon for confidering fuch Powers
as ordained of God.—And i ordained of God,
the People ought to cbey them, under Peril
of Damnation.—But now it feems, the World
s grown much wifer: For the firft Queftion
to be afked is, What is your Title, to be
the Governor, or Chief Magiftrate of this
Country ? And what Proofs do you bring that
vou have received your Authority from the Peo-
ple, without Fraud on the one Hand, or Vielenee
on the other? Anfwer me this, before you can
expeét, that I fhould fubmit to obey you.

¥ v w Governors, I believe, would like te
be catechized afier this Manner by their Sub-
jefts: And fewer full would be able to an-
fwer thefe Queltions to the Satisfattion of a
Lockian Patriot.—Nay, we have been exprefly
told by one of the chief among them, Dr.
Priestry, that there is not a Goverament on
the Face of the Globe, which can fland the
Teft of {uch an Enquiry. ¢ For, fays he, all
¢ Governments whatever have been, im fome
“ Meafure, compulfory, tyrannical, and op-
¢ preffive in their Origin.” Now this being
the Cafe, why will not thefe benevolent, po-
litical Philofophers, ere@ a Government of their
own,
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own, for the Good of Mankind ;—a Govern-
ment on their own Plan, and perfetily agreca-
ble to the Lockian Principles; which fhall
therefore be a Pauern for the Refl of the
World to copy after? Nay, why are they
always fowing Difcords and Diffentions among
#s, inftcad of eftablithing a free, and equal,
and harmonious Republic among hemfelves ?
Moft certainly Great-Britain is not the proper
Spot for exhibiting Specimens of this Sert:
Becaufe, to fay the Truth, we have had,
and we have felt, too many of thele political
Experiments already, during the laft Century,
tc wilh to have them revived again. — B
America § — Yes, the interior Parts of Americz
is the Country of all others, the fitelt for
putting every fond Imagination of their Heasts
in Praftice. For if Fame fays true, and if
Mr. Locxke himlelf s to be credited, there
is as yet no Government at all in the inland
Paris of thele immenfe Regions: Nor have
even the Congrefls extended their gentle Sway
bevond the Lakes Erie and Onicrw, if they
have gone fo far. Thither, therefore, lct all
our Republican Patriots ipeedily repair 1+ Time
is precious, and the Caufe invites: A Pafl-
port will undoubtedly be gronted them, as
fcon as appliad for: And ample Leave will be
obtained to exchange the Slavery of this
Country for the Freedom of Amerira. Thi-

ther
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ther, therefore, let them all retire: For there
they will live (according to the Prediétion of Dr.
Price) undifturbed by Bifhops, 'NObles, or
Kings; and there likewife they will enjoy all
the Bleflings which can attend that happy Statt?,
where every Member of Society will be his
own Law-giver, his own Governor, Judge, and

Diretlor,

CHAP.
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C H A P IIL

An Enquiry how far either the Revolution in Eng-
land,—or the Reduftion of Ireland,—or the
prefent Proceedings of the Congrefs in America,
can or may be juflufied according to the leading
Princyples of Mr. Lockk, and his Followers.

1. Of the RevorLuTiON in England.

T is allowed on all Hands, and it has been the
continual Boaft of the Friends and Admirers
of Mr. Locke, that he wrote his Effay on Go-
vernment with a View to juftify the Revolution.
We have therefore a Right to expe&, that his
fundamental, political Maxims tend immcdiately
and direftly to vindicate this neceffary Meafure.
How great therefore will be our Difappointment,
if the quite contrary fhould appear !

Tuc grand Objeltions againft King James
the Second were, that his Government was ty-
rannical, and his Proceedings illegal ;— that he
aflumed Powers which the Conftitution had ex-
prefsly denied him;—that he had repeatedly
broken his folemn Coronation-QOath, and for-
feited his Royal Word ; —and that, in fhort, his

Acttions
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Aéions proved him to be an Enemy both to Civil
Liberty, and to the Proteftant Religion.

Now grant thefe Obje&tions tobe well founded
(which I think no Man at this Day, even the
warmeft Friend of the StuarT Family, will
pretend to deny ;) and the Inference is plain,
that fuchr a Prince deferved to be depofcd, and
that the Nation did very right in depofing him. —
So far thercfore we are all agreed: I'or Mr.
Locks’s Principles ferve admmirably well for the
Purpoles of Demoktion in any Cafe whatever, as
far as mere Demolition is concerned.  But alas !
afier we have pulled down, how are we to build
up? For fomething of this Kind muft eertainly
be done. and that fpeedily. The Nation was
then in a State of Anarchy and Confufion, with-
out Law, or Gevernmemt: The Legiflative
Power could not aflfemble, according to the
prefcribed antient Forms of the Conftitution :
Nor could the Executive legally aét for want of
being authorifed fo to do. In fuch a Situation
the Principle of Self-Defence would naturally
fuggeft to a Nation in general, andto every rea-
fonable Man in particular,—fo do the beft thicy
conld without Lofs of Tuime, and not to ftand upon
mere legal Punitilios, where the Effentials of the
Conttitution, and the Happinefs of Millions
were at Stake : Morcover common Pradence and
{fourd Policy would likewife foggeft, that as few
Innovation, of the antient Form, of Government

fhould
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fhould be introduced, and as many of its Laws
and Ordinances be retained, as the Good of the
whole, and the public Safety would permit.
This, 1 fay, feems to be a fair, and honeft, and
upright Mode of Proceedure ;—a Mode which
all impartial Men would allow to be :eafonable,
and cvery Lover of his Country would approve
and jultify : —And in fhort, this was the very
Proceedure adopted at the Revolution.

Now, letus fee, what Methods ought to have
been taken according to the Syfiem of Mr.
Locke ;—and whether his Plan, and the Revo-
iution Plan, co-incide with each other.

By the Defertion, or Abdication, or For-
feiture, or Depofition of King James [take
which Term you pleale] the Government was
diffolved, and no new onc was yet appointed.
So far we are again agreed.  But fays a Lockian
(if he will reafon confiftently with his own
Principles) this Diffolution of Government fet
the Nation frec from all Ties and Cbligations:
So that they were no longer the Subjeéts of a
Govcinment, which itfelf did not exift :— And
if they weic not the Subjetts of an annihilated
Government, they could be under no Ob-
lization to any other. They were therefore ac-
tually returned back to a State of Nature ;—
that happy State, wherein there is a perfeft
Equality of Rights of all Kinds whatever; and

where
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where no one Man can pretend to have a better
Claim than another either to Lands, or Legifla-
tions, to Power or Pre-eminence of any Kind.
Admirable! Catarine himfelf could not have
wifhed for a more ample Scope,— not only for
paying all his own Debts, and thofe of his Fol-
lowers,—but alfo for coming in for a confiderable
Share in the general Scramble, ona new Divifion
of Property. Nay, his Speech in Salluft feems
to indicate, as if he had fome fuch Notion in
his Head, had his Genius been fertile enough to
have drawn it out into Form, and to have me-
thodized it into a Syftem.

Burt evidently as thefe Conclufions flow from
Mr. Locke’s fundamental Maxims, I do by no
Means allow myfelf to fuppofe, that either he or
any of his Followers, with whom I have now
Concern, would grant, that thefe Conclufions
are juftly and fairly drawn. On the contrary,
I do verily believe, that they thought they were
ferving the Caufe of rational Liberty, when they
were advancing fuch Pofitions, as, if carried into
Execution, would unavoidably introduce the
moft thocking Scenes of Defpotifm on the one
Hand, and of Slavery on the other. [Juftasa
rank Antinomian wildly imagines, that he is
confulting the Glory of God and the Good of
Mankind, “whilft he is inftilling fuch Do€trines,
as neceflarily derogate from the Supreme Being,

by
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by making him the Author of Sin; and as ne-
ceflarily turn human Creatures into ravenous
Bealts to bite and devour one another, by de-
ftroying all moral Obligation. ]

Tuererore I obferve. that though all thele
thocking Confequences are juftly chargeable on
the Principles of a Lockian, yet I do not charge
the Man, the Individual, with the Guilt of
them, provided he dcclare his Abhorrence of
fuch Inferences. Now, taking it for granted
that he would difavow them, were the Queftion
afked, I will charitably fuppofe, that if Mr.
Locxe and his Followers, had the Management
of an Event {imilar to that of the Revolution in
1688, they would not diffolve the Bands of
Society any farther, than was juft neceffary for
compaffing their Ends of a free and general
Eleétion, according to their peculiar Ideas of
Freedom, and of the unalienable Right of human
Nature. I will therefore fuppofe alfo, that they
would permit Men to enjoy unmolefted their
hereditary Honours and hereditary Eftates, and
Property of all Kinds, notwithftanding that
their Principles neceffarily tend to level every
thing without Diftintion, and to bring us back
to a State of Nature: Nay, I will fuppofe,
that they would admit a Majority of the Voters
prefent to include not only the Minority pre-
fent, but alfo the great Majority, who might

happen
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happen to be abfent:—Though the ILockian
Principles have in themfelves a very different
Tendency; as I have fully made to appear
in the preceding Chapter. However, granting
all this with a liberal Hand; and granting
alfo for Argument’s Sake, that it is conliftent
with this modern Syftem of unalienable Rights,
to exclude every Male under twenty-onc Years
of Age, and Females of every Age, from the
unalienable Right of voting :—And then we
have ftill remaining all the Males in England of
twenty-one Years of Age and upwards, to
compofe an Affembly of Legiflators, Ele&ors,
and Direétors, according to the Lockian Syftem.
A goodly Number truly! All Voters by the
unalicnable Rights of Nature! All equal, free,
and independent! This being the Cafe, the firft
Step to be taken is, to fummon all thefe adult
male Voters throughout the Kingdom to meet
at fome certain Place, in order to confult about
ercfting a new Government, after pulling down
the old one: Here therefore I make a Paufe ;—
and afk a Queftion, Was this done at the Re-
volution? No. Was itattempted to be done?
No. Were there any Meetings appointed in
different Parts of the Kingdom, from whence
Deputies could be fent up to reprefent thefe
Meetings, and to att in their Name? No. Was
there then, [tho’ that at beft is a very prepofter-
ous Mode of Reprefentation, according to Mr.
Locke, yet] was there a prcvious gencral

Eletlion
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Elettion of Members of Parliament, in order
that there might be at leaft a new Parliament to
cleéta new King ? No, not even that, according
to any legal, or conftitutional Forms.—What
then was that great narionar Vorr which
eftablithed the Revolution ?>—A few Scores of
Noblemen, and a few Hundreds of Gentlemen,
together with fome of the Aldermen and Com-
mon Council of London, met at Weflmin/ler, [but
without any Commiffion from the Body of the
Pcople authorifing them to meet] and requefted
(thereby empowering) the Prince and Princefs
of Qrange to afflume the Royal Prerogative, and
to fummon a new Parliament. They furamoned
one accordingly, which was called the Conven-
tion Parliament: This Aflembly put the Crown
on their Heads [the Power of which they had
exercifed before] The Crown, Ifay, not only
of England, but alfo of Ireland, and of all the
Engh/h Dominions throughout every Part of the
Globe, and this too, not only without afking the
Confent, but even without acquainting the Peo-
ple of thofe other Countries with their Intentions.
Now if this Tranfattion can be faid to be
carried on agrecably to Mr. Locxe’s Plan, or if
it can be juftified by his Principles, I own my-
felf the worft Judge of Reafon and Argument,
and of a plain Matter of Fa&t, that ever fcrib-
bled on Paper. Nay, I appcal to all the Worid,
whether the whole Bufinefs of this famous Re-
volution, from whence neverthelefs we have de-

rived
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rived fo many national Bleffings, ought not to be
looked upon as a vile Ufurpation, and be charge-
able with the Guilt of robbing the good People
of England, of Ireland, and of all the Colonies
of their unalienable Rights, if Mr. Locke’s Prin-
ciples of Government are the only ¢rue and ju?
ones. But I afk further, Was the Convention itfelf
unanimous in its Decifions ? No, very far from
it. On the contrary, it is a well-known Fa&,
that the Mcmbers of it [I mean a Majority of
the Mcmbers] would never have voted the
Crown to the Prince of Orange, had it not been
for his threatening Meflage. that he would leave
them to the Refentment of King James, unlefs
they complied with fuch a Demand.  So that
even a Majority of this very Convention would
have atled otherwife than they did, had they re-
mained unawed, and uninfluenced. And thus,
Reader, it is demonftrated to thee, that this fa-
mous Convention [and in them the whole Na-
tion] was felf-governed, and felf-diretted, ac-
cording to the Lockian Principle, in ot \bhihi
the glorious Revolution!

. The Repuction of Ireland.

Tue Redullion of Ireland ahout the Year
1690 is another capital Affair, which s to receive
Sentence either of Juftification, or Condemna-
tion, at Mr. Locke’s Tribunal. For if Jreland

was
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was reduced, and the Conftitution thereof
peaccably fettled according to the Lockian Plan,
the Founder of this Set and his Followers have
certainly a good deal to glory in.  But if the very
Reverfe fhould prove to have been the Cafe,
what fhall we fay >—And with what Front could
Mr. Mocinrux, the Friend of Mr. Locke,
dedicate his Book on the Independency of Ireland
to King Wirrram, if King Wirriam's own
Condutt in the Reduétion of that Kingdom was
altogether repugnant to the Principles of his
Book? Now it unfortunately hapypens, that all
the Lockians have precluded themfelves from
making Ufe of the very beft Arguments, which
could be brought in Juftification of this memo-
rable Event: --I fay, they have precluded them-
felves, by chufing to reft the Merits of their
Caule on one fingle Point, The Univerfali'y of
Confent ; — that is to fay, the Confent of the Peo-
ple.-- at leaft of the major Part of them, exprefily
obtained, and freely given. For they have fo-
lemnly declared over and over, and do continue
to declare, that no Title whatever in the reign-
ing Powers can be wahd, if this be wanting.
Mr. Morineux’s own Words will beft fpeak
his Sentiments. and thofe of his Party on this

Occafion; which therefore I fhall beg Leave to
repeat.

“ I fhall venture to affert, that the Right cf
“ being fubje&t only to fuch Laws, to which Men

f give
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give their own Conlfent, is fo inherent in a4
“ Mankind, and founded on fueh immutable
¢ Laws of Nature and Reafon, that ’tis not to
“ be aliened, or given up by any Body of Men
“ whatever.” And a little lower: ¢ I have no
¢ Notion of Slavery, but being bound by a Law,
“ to which I do not confent.—If one Law may
* be impofed without Confent, any other Law
¢ whatever may be impofed on us without our
¢ Confent. This will naturally introduce Tax-
 ing us without our Confent. And this as
“ neceffarily deftroys our Property. 1 have no
¢ other Notion of Property, but a Power of
« difpofing of my Goods, as I pleafe, and not as
¢ another fhall command. Whatever another
 may rightfully take from me, I have certainly
¢ no Property in. To tax me without Confent
¢ is little better, if at all, than down-right 703-
“ bing me.”

Anbp now, Reader, having juft obferved, that
this Mr. Movineux of Ireland was to all In-
tents and Purpolfes, the Precurfor of the Con-
grefs of America, let us confider what Right had
King WiLriam to invade Ireland at firft, and
what Pretenfions could he have afterwards for
eftablithing a Proteftant Conftitution in that
Popifh Country, according to the Principles of
Meflrs. Locke and MoLINEUX,

Kine
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King James the Second fled from England,
and, after having made fome Stay in France,
landed in Ireland, and was received by the
whole Body of the Jri/ Nation with open Arms.
A few Proteftants in the North made fome Op-
pofition ; and at laft, being driven to Defpair,
they made a moft furprizing Refiftance, under
the Conduét of the Rev. Mr WaLker, Gover-
nor of Londonderry. But it is their Number, as
baving an unalienable Right to wofe, —and not
their Courage or Valour, as Heroes, which is the
{fubje@ Matter of our prefent Inquiry. Now
in refpett to this, the Proteftants were vaftly the
Minority of the Natives, and are fo ftill, ac-
cording to every Mode of Computation. Why
therefore if the Votes or Confents of a Ma-
jority are to decide the Queftion,—Why, I fay,
did thefe few Proteftants refift at all>—QOr if a
Lockian will not fubmit to be governed by this
Rule of a Majority concluding the Minority
[for fometimes he will, and at other Times he
will not] Why did not the Handful of Pro-
teftants defire Leave to retire peaceably into
fome other Country, inftead of committing
Hoftilities in that ¢ Nay more, why did they
fend to England for Succours, to drive out King
James, and eftablifh King Witrram? For
furely according to the Lockian Hypothefis, that
every Man ought to be governed only by Laws
of his own appointing,—the great Majority of

the
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the Jry/h Nation had at leaft as good a Right to
refufe Obedience to King WiLLiam, as the
Minonty had to refufe it to King James. Bue
notwithitandingallthis, King Wirr1amfailed with
alarge Remtforcemement of Troops to Ireland ;
he landcd and he conquered; and in a fhoit
Space of Time the Peace of the Country was
fettled by the Capitulation and Treaty of Limes ic.

Now in order to reconcile the Reduftion of
Ireland to the Lockian Standard of Right and
Wrong, of jut Government, and of Ulfurpa-
tion, we muft believe firft of all, that this Hand-
ful of Proteftants, who appeared in Aims at
Innifiallen and Londonderry, were the great Ma-
Jority of the Iry/h Nation: And wheu we have
digefted this Pill, we muft believe further that
all Things were quite inverted, or in other
Words, That the Jfew Natives of Ireland, who
were Papifts [ not more perhaps than ten to one
Proteftant] we muft believe, I fay, that thefe
JSew Papifis all voluntarily confented to be g0~
verned by the many, who were Proteftants:
And having proceeded thus far in our Credulity,
we muft not hefitate at fwallowing the reft. viz,
That the Papifts of Jreland fent an Embafiy to
invite King WiLr1am to come over, and offered
to fwear Fealty and Allegiance to him at the
Battle of the Boyne ;—yea. and that all the Laws
fucceflively made afterwards for diflarming them,

for
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ior taking their Eftates from them, for banifhing
them, for exciting their own Children to rebel
agamft them, and for fubjefling them to Fines
and Imprifonments, and to Pains and Penal-
ties in Thoufands of Inftances;—we muft be-
lieve, I fay, that all thefe Laws were made with
the whole Affent, and Confent, Will, and A-
greement of the Papifts of Ireland. O Geniug
of Popifh Legends, confefs thou art fairly out-
done by Proteftant Patriots! O Purgatery of St,
FATRICK, hide thy diminithed Head!

IH. The Cafe of the prefent CoNeress in

America.

T has been obferved at the Beginning of this
Treatife, that the Lockian Syftem is an univer-
fal Demolifher of all Civil Governmhents, but
not the Builder of any. And it has been dif-
tinftly fhewn, that this Obfervation has been
found to be remarkably verified in two memo-
rable Inftances, [thofe very Inftances which
were pretended to correfpond the moft with the
Plan of Mr. Lock k] the Revolution in England,
and the Redultion of Freland. Come we now
therefore to a 3d Inftance, the Revolt of the
Colonies in North America.

WHEN it is ferioufly enquired, what were the
chief Grievances which the Colonies had to com-

plain
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plain of againft the Mother Country, the Anfwer
is, and muft be, that fhe governed. or attempted
to govern them, in fuch a Manner as was not
agreeable to the Lockian Syftem. For the im-
pofing Laws on them of any Kind, whether good
or bad n themfelves, and whether for the Pur-
pofes of Taxation, or for other Purpofes, with-
out their own Confent, Is, according to this hy-
pothefis, a moft intolerable Grievance! a Rob-
bery! and an Ufurpatron on the unalienable
Riéhts of Mankid. Nay, we are repeatedly
told, that the very Effence of Slavery confifts in
the being obliged to fubmit to be governed by
fuch Laws as thefe. Therefore if you want to
know the very Root and Foundation of the pre-
fent American Rebellion, itis this very Principle:
And the Fatt is o far from being denied, thatit
is glosied in by Dr. Pricx, and others their
warmeft Advocates. In fhort, the brave Ame-
xicans were refolved not to be Slaves; but Slaves,
it feems, they muft have been (acecording to the
Lockian Idea) had they acknowledged the
Right of the Mother Country. even in a fingle
Inftance, w0 make Laws to bind themn without
their Confent :—1I fay, evenin a fingle Inftance;
for the Lockian Mode of Reafoning is, that there
is no Difference between being vefted with difcre-
tionary Power, and with defpotic Power. ¢ In-
« afmuch as, if a Government has any Right to
¢ rule me without my Cenfent in fome Cafes,

it
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“ it has a Right to rule me in every Cale; confe-
“ quently it has a Right to levy every Kind of
“ Tax, good or bad, reafonable, or exorbitant
“upon me, and to infli&t all Sorts of Punifh-
“ ments whatever.”

But Dr. Price himfelf, the great Champion
of the Americans, has fo exprefsly applied this
Train of Reafoning to the American Caufe, that
I think myfelf happy in co-inciding with him in
Sentiments on this Occafion. * Qur Colonies
“in North America, faith the Do&lor, appear to
“ be now * determined to rifque, and fuffer every
* Thing under the Perfuafion, that Great-Britain
“ s attempting to 70b them of that Liberty, to
“ which every Member of Society, and all civil
“ Communities have a natural, and unalienable
“ Right.”

Here therefore the Cafeis plain: For every
Member of Society, as well as the Community
at large, hath, according to Dr. Prics, not
only a natural, but an unalienable Right to be

* Happy would it have been for Great Britain, had the Co-
lonies come to this Determination so or 6o Years ago; forthen
we fhould have avoided two moft expenfive and bioody Wars,
and, to fpeak the honeft Truth, very unjuft ones, entered into
for their Sakes. But better late, than never. America ever
was 2 Mill-Stone hanging on the Neck of this Country; and
as we would not caftit off, tae Americans have done 1t for us.

felf-



104 NOTIONS OF MR. LOCKE

felf-governed, and felf-dire€ted. Beit fo: And
then comes the important Queftion, < Is this
¢ the Cafe at prefent with every Member of So-
“ ciety in North-America, now groaning under
“ the Dominion of the Congrefs ?” And as Dr.
Prick has taken fuch Pains to extoll the Ameri-
can Mode of Government to the Skies,—a moft
happy Mode, without Bifhops, without Nobles,
without Kings! I wifh he would return a plain
Anfwer to the plain Queftion here propounded.
In Honour and Confcience he is certainly called
upon fo to do. But tho’ the Doétor loves to fet
Controverfies on Foot, we learn from his own
Words. that he loves his Eafe too well, to clear
up the Objellions arifing from them. Confe-
quently being deprived of the Dottor's Afliftance,
unlefs he thould think proper to change his de-
clared Refolution, we muft do the beft we can
without him.

HEere therefore be it obflerved, that without
taking any Advantage from the Arguments that
may be deduced from the tarring and feathering
of their numerous Mobs; and without infifting
on the burning and glundering of the Houfes.
and deftroying the Property of the Loyalifts by
the American Republicans, even before they had
openly thrown off the Mafque, and fet up for In-
dependence ;—I fay, without bringing thefe In-
ftances as Proofs that they would not grant that
Liberty to others, for which they fo firenuouly

con-
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contended for themfelves ; —let us come to that
very Period, when they had eftablithed varicus
Civil Governments in their refpe€tive Provinces,
and had new-modelled their feveral Conftitutions
according to their own good Liking-—I afk
therefore, Was any one of thefe Civil Govern-
ments at firt formed, or is it now adminiftered,
and condutted according to the Lockian Plan ?
And did, or doth any of their Congrefles. general
or provincial, admit of that fundamental Maxim
of Mr. Lockk, that every Man has an vnalenable
Right to obey no other Laws, but thofe of his
own making? No; no;—Ifo far from it, that
there are dreadful Fines and Confifcations, Im-
prifonments, and even Death made ufe of, as
the only effeftual Means for obtaining that Una-
nimity of Sentiment fo much boafted of by thefe
new-fangled Republicans, and fo little praticed.
In one Word, let the impartial World be the
Judge, whether the Americans, in all their Con-
tefts for Liberty, have even once made ufe of
Mr. Locke’s Syftem for any other Purpofe,
but that of pulling down, and deftroying ; and
whether, when they came to ereft a new Edifice
of their own on the Ruins of the former,-——they
have not abandoned Meflrs. Locke, MoLiNEU X,
Priestry, and Price; with all their vifionary

Schemes of univerfal Freedom, and Liberty of
Choice,

CHAP.
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CHAP V.

On the Abufe of Words, and the Perverfion of Lan-
guage, chargeable on the Lockian Syftem.

HE Importance of this Subje&t requires

a diftint Chapter; but it need not be a
long one; for the chief Point here to be at-
tended to, is to fix and explain the Meaning
of certain Terms and Phrafes, and to guard
againft Mifreprcfentation or Miftake.

It is obferveable, that in every Government,
from that of a petty Schoolmafter to that
of a mighty Monarch, the refpetive Rulers muft
be invefted with two Sorts of Power ;— the one
is that which may be fixed and limited by written
and pofitive Laws; but the other, being unlimit-
able in its Nature, mufl be lef to the Difcretion
of the Agent. The Order and Courfe of
Things require the Ufe of both thefe Kinds of
Power in every Inftance where Authority, pro-
perly fo called, is to be exercifed. In refpeét
to the firft of thefe, it is unneceffary at prefent to
confider it in any feparate, or independent Views;

becaufe
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becaufe it is not the Subje® now immediately
beforec us.  But with regard to the fecond, 1t is
the very Thing here to be attended to; and by
explaining the Nature of this, we fhall eventually
explain the other.

Wiy the Founder of a School [and the
fame Obfervation, mutatis mutandis, would hold
good for Things in a much higher Sphere ;—I
{ay therefore] when the Founder of a School is
about to cftablith Rules and Conftitutions for
the Difcipline, and good Government thereof ;—
he finds himfclf able to eftablifh certain Statutes
and Ordinances in refpeét to fome Things, but
unable in refpeét to others. He can, for Ex-
ample, fix the Salary of the Mafter by a pofitive
Law ;—hc can limit the Hours of School, and
the Hours of Recreation; - he can ordain, if he
think proper, what Authors {hall be read in his
School, and may prefcribe likewile a Regimen
of Diet to be obferved by the Youths, who fhall
be maintained on his Foundation ;—with a few
other Things of the like Nature. But much
farther than this he cannot go, were he ever fo
defirous. He cannot, for Inftance, lay down
Rules aforechand, how many Periods or Para-
graphs each Youth is to learn at each Leflon. or
how many Lincs or Verfes he is to get by Heart
ona Repetition Day ; and in Cafes of Negle,

Of-
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or Mifdemeanor, he cannot determinc the Force
or Momentum, with which the Ferula or Rod
is to fall on the offending Culprit;—nor yet can
he prefcribe, or hmit the Tone of Voice. or
Looks. or Gceftures of Difpleafure, or Words of
Reprimand  which are to be uled on fuch Oc-
cafions. For as all thefe Affairs are not, apd
cannot be fubje&t to any fixt Regulations, the
Mafter muit be vefted with a diferetionary, alias
an unfimiled Power in relpett to fuch Things.
[Need I add that the very Inftitution of a School
1s (according to the Lockian Syftem) a Contra-
dittion to the focial Compatt? Becaufe. if every
one is to be accounted a Slave, who is obliged to
fubmit to Laws not of his own making,—or to
Governors not of his own chufing, then School-
Boys and Slaves are fynonimou Terms: Hard
Meafures thefe! And what Inroads are the
Dotirines of Paflive Obcdicnee, and Non-Re-
fiftance daily making in our Engly/h Schools on
Englhfh Liberty! But to return] The Powers
of this Magiftrate, [the School-Mafter] being
thus fhewn to be partly circumfcribed, and partly
indefinite; - I here alk, Doth his iadefinite
Power thercby become infinzie 2 Or is he vefted
with arbitrary and defpotic Power, becaule he
Is entrufted with that which is dijcretionary 2
Surely no: And the very putting fuch a Quef-
tion, one would think, 1is fufhcient to con-
fute every Lockian Cavil on this Hcad.

* Yet
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* Yet, ftrange to tcll, the whole Weight of their
Arguments refts on this fingle Point. For [ac-
cording to them] if you admit diferetionary
Power, you muft admit it to be arbitrary: If
you allow the Power of your Magiftrate to be in
any Cale indefinite, you muft allow it to be in-
Jinite. Now it fo happens, that Experience and
common Senfe, no bad Judges to appeal to,
entirely confute thefe confident Affertions. For
were the Malter of any School to treat his
Scholars with wanton Crucity, to beat them un.
mercifully, or to inflit any unneceffary Seve-
rity upon them,—all the World would foon
diftinguifh fuch Abufes of Ppwer from neceffary
Chaftifement, and moderate Correion; and
they would not hefitate in giving their Opinion,
that fuch a Wretch deferved the fevereft Punifh-
ment. So much eafier it is, to difcern the Ufe
of Things from the Abufes of them, after the
Faét has happened, than it is to make Laws in
all Cafes aforehand for the Prevention of Abufes.

Tue King and both Houfes of Parliament,
that is, the fupreme Legiflature of this Country,
have a general, unlimited Right to make Laws
for binding the People, in all Cafes whatfoever.
They have this Right, becaufe it is impoffible

* Dr. PricE and the Congrefs ground all their Outcries
againit the declaratory Law, for binding the Colonies in all
Cafes whatfoever, on this very Plea, weak and illogical as it is.

1o
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to define exally in what particular Inftances)
they ought not to be entrufted with fuch a Right,
or how far their Power ought to extend in every
Cafe, and every Circumftance, which might oc-
cur, and where it ought to be ftopped. I fay, it
is impoflible to define thefe Points before-hand,
or to draw the Line between Truft, and Diftruft
m thefe Refpefts. Yet can any Man in his
Senfes pretend to fay, that the Kingand the Par-
Lament would be juftifiable, or even excufable,
were they to abule this difcretionary Power of
making Laws in all Cafes whatfoever ;—1 mean
wilfully and defignedly abufe it, foas to enflave
the People by cruel, unjuft, and tyrannical
Laws? Surely no: For even Sir RoprrT Fir-
mer, and the Jacobites, do not fay that fuch
Rulers are at all excufable ;— nay, they exprefsly
fay the contrary ; and are as ready at denouncing
Hell and Damnation againft fuch wicked Tyrants,
as the Lockians themfelves: — Indeed they pro-
teft againft any Punifhment whatever being in-
flitted on Tyrants, efpecially on royal Tyrants,
during the prefent Life, by the Hands of Men:
For which ill-judged Tendernefs, and miftaken
Points of Confcience, they are highly to blame :
And therefore their Tencets of abfolute and unk-
mated Paflive Obedience and Non-Refiltance are
defervedly had in Deteftation: But neverthclefs
they make no wrong Judgment concerning the
Nature of, and the Punifhment due to. the

Crimes
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Crimes of Tyranny ; tho’ they are fo weak as to
maintain, that this Punifhment ought to be de-
ferred. ’till the Criminals themfelves are re-
moved into another World, when the Punifh-
ment due to fuch Offences can be no Terror to
thofe Evil-Doers who furvive, and who therefore
ought to be deterred by fuch Examples from at-
tempting to do the like.

CONCLUSION.
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CONCLUSTION.

PON the whole, if this new political Syftem

of Mr. Locke and his Followers hath not
received a full and ample Confutation in the
preceding Sheets, I muft ingenuoufly acknow-
ledge, that nothing could have prevented it, but
the Inability or Incapacity of the Author. For
furely a more pernicious Set of Opinions than
the Lockian —[I mcan, with regard to the
Peace and Tranquility of the prefent Life] could
hardly be broached by Man. And it is but
fmall Confolation to refleét, that probably the
original Author, and feveral of his Difciples
never meant to draw Conclufions fo horrid in
their Nature, and {o full of wanton Treafon and
Rebellion, as the Congrefles have attually drawn
from it in America, and as the Republican Fac-
tions are daily endeavouring to draw fiom it here

in England, had they Power equal to their
Will.

MarEeovEer what greatly aggravates the Crime
of every Attempt of this Nature, and renders it
utterly inexcufable, is, that there is no Manner of
Need of having Recourfe to fuch Meafures, or to
fuch Principles, for the Sake of confuting either

the
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the patriarchal Scheme of Sir R, Fiimer, or the

abfolutely paffive Obedience Creed of the Jaco-
bites ; Infomuch asboth thefe erroneous Syftems
may be, at leaft, as fully and effeually confuted
without Mr. Locks’s Principles, as with them.
Nay, if the Lockians had been content with their
own Set of Opinions, and had left others undif-
turbed in the quiet Enjoyment of theirs, fomething
might have been pleaded in their Favour. For
though one may eafily fee, that theirs is an im-
praéticble Scheme in any Society whatever, great
or fmall; yet, if they think otherwife, and are
firmly perfuaded that the Affair is of fuch Impor-
tance as to merit a fair and open Trial ;—Let a
fair Trial be given it; and let thofe unpeopled
Regions of America, thofe vacua loca, mentioned
by Mr. Lockk, be the Theatre for exhibiting
this curious Pheenomenon, a Lockian REpus-
Lic! Where all Taxes are to be Free-Gifts ! and
every Man s to obey 7o farther, and no otherwife,
than he himfelf chufes to obey! Infucha Cafe,
inconfiderable as I am, I will venture to promife
for to ufe the Language of an Arch-Patriot, I
will pledge myfelf to the Public] that all the
Sons and Daughters of genuine Freedom fhall be
at Liberty to remove thither as foon as they
pleafe ;—and that Thoufands and Tens of Thou-

fands of their Fellow-Citizens will be heartily
glad of their Departure.

B x
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Bur if not content with this Liberty for
themfelves. they will be indefatigable in dif-
turbing the Repole of others. and will incef-
fantly excite the Subjefls of every State to rebel,
under the thameful Pretence, that their Gover-
nors are Ufurpers of their unalenable Rights ;—
they mult expett to have their Sophiftry detetted,
and themfclves expofcd in their proper Colours.
Indced happy it is for them ;—happy it is for u;
all Tnotwithftanding fome petty Inconveniencies ]
that we live in fuchan Age, and fuch a Country,
where Men may dare to fay and do fuch Things
with Impunity. Town the very Contemplation of
this Circumftance alwaysgives me Pleafure : For
rejoice to find that on cvery Comparifon be-
tween the Liberty pretended to be enjoyed under
the patriotic Congrels in America and the Sla-
very, which it feems, we daily fuffer here in Eng-
lmnd. every Inftance is a Demonftration that
Enghfh Slavery is infinitely preferable to dmers-
tan Liberty 1 So that in fhort while I find, that
here in England, a Man may fay or do, may
write or print, a thoufand Thingswith the utmoft
Secarity. for which his Liberty and Property,
and even hie Life itfdf would be in the moft im-
minent Danger, were he to do the like in me-
rica. 1 want no other Proofs, that Lnglifimen
are {hll a Nation of Freemen, and not of Slaves.
Sorry I am that any of my Fellow-Subjeéis
thould mifapply fo great a Blefling as Libeity is,
poth civil and religious @ But at the fame Time, 1

am
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am fincerely glad that they themfelves are fuch
undeniable Evidences of the Exiftence of Li-
berty among us, by the Sccurity they enjoy in
their manifold Abufes of it. May they grow wi-
fer and better every Day ; But may we, on our
Parts, never attempt to weed out thefe Tares
from among the Wheat, left by fo doing, we
thould root out the Wheat alfo,

FAKT
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T HE

P R E F A C E

TO THE

SECOND PART.

HE Author vmagines, that he has confuted the
Lockian Syflem in the fore-going Part of

this Work.  And he is fupported in this Opinion by
the Fudgment of many Perfons, not only difiin-
gufhed for their Learning and good Senfe, bt alfo
Jor their zealous Attachment to the Civil, and Re-
hgious Liberties of this Country. If this be the
Cafe. that is, if he has really confuted Mr. Locke,
he may now, he hopes, with fome Propviely, venture
to fubmit to Public Confideration, a Syftem of
hts own ; which he 15 inclined to think, may ferve as
e Bafis for every Species of Crvil Government to
fland wpon.—At the fome Time he ts well aware,
that st doth ne, follow, that Fisamrft be true, becaufe
Mr. Locxe’s may have bren proved 1o be falfe : He
is alfo very fenfible. that 1t s much eafier to pull
down, thanto build vy : and *hat » my a Man can
demolifh the Syfiem of another, who cannot defeng

his own.

For
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For thefe Reafons he is the more defirous of pro-
ceeding with due Referve and Caution; — not
expetling, that this Plan fhould be adopted, as
Joon as propofed,— mor yet fuppofing, that it will be
lotally rejected, before it fhall have undergone fome
Kind of Examination. In order to give it a fair
Trial, he has added a Series of Objections, partly
as they occurred to himfelf, in reafoning on the Cafe,
and partly as they were fuggefted to him in the Con-
verfation he had with others.  Inrefpeét to all which
3¢ will be readily allowed, that not one Objedlion has
loft any of tt's Force and Weight in paffing through
his Hands: And as to their refpetlive Anfwers, every
Reader will judge for himfelf.

He 15 very willing to allow, that fome Parts of his
Syftem are weaker than others : For this muft happen.
more or lefs, toall human Compofitions. Therefore
he dothnot pretend to lay before the Public a fault-
lefs Picce, free from ail Objections, but only fuch a
Plan for a pobtical Edifice, as may ferve all the
§ood Purpofes of real and rational Liberty, and at
the fame Tvme be more prallicable, and better accom-
modated to the State of Mankind i every Age and
Country, than Mr. Lockr’s is confeffed to be.

The Author doth not build much on the Authority
of great Names.—not that he rejecls human Autho-
rity, when it can be properly introduced in Matters
of doubtful Difputation ; but becaufe he cannot find
that the Point was ever brought into Controverfy

all
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‘ull of late, whether the Inchnations of Mankind
are naturally and {pontaneoufly turned towards
Scciety and the Subordinations of Civil Gevernment,
or tewards ving 1n a State of pei foél Equality,
and Independence.  Therefore it is in vain to look

Jor long Argumentations in the Works of political

Writers of former Times, relative to this Queftion,
either pro or con, beforethe Queftion itfelf was fup-
pofed to exift.

However, as it may be a Satisfaction to fome Per-
Jons to know, What were the genuine Opinions qf
the Sages of Antiquity on this Subjett, before the
Arts of Sophiftry, and the Rage of Party-Difputes,
had blinded Men’s Eyes, and corrupted their natural
good Senfe s=--fuch Perfons will, I hope, be Sufe-
ciently gratified, when they come to perufe the third
Part of the enfuing Treatife. They will alfo there
Jind the judicious Hooxer now refeued out of the
difagreeable Company of modern Republicans, with
whom he has been made to affociate for fome Tume
paft, much againft his Will, and reflored to his true
Friends both in Church and State.

THE
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T H E
TRUE BASIS
oF

CIVIL GOVERNMENT, &

CHAP L

Concerning thofe Principles in Human Nature,
which may ferve as a Bafis for any Species of
Civil Government to fland upon, without the
attual Chotce, or perfonal Eletlion of every
Member of the Community either towards the
Sirft Erettion, or the Continuation of fuch a
Government.

S Mr. Lockk, and his Followers have ob-
Jefted to our deducing Kingly Govern-
ment, or indeed any Kind of Civil Government
from the Authority of Parents over their Chil-
dren [though the Out-Lines, and firft Rudi-
ments
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ments of all Governments had probably ne
other Origin,] and have taken fuch Pains to fhew
the Difparity of the Cafes; we will gratify
them to their Hearts' Content in this particular :
For we will endeavour to {hew, thar were Num-
bers of the Human Specics to be brought to«
gether, (tho’ no otherwife connetted than by
being of the fame Species) they would foon fall
into fome Kind of Subordination among them-
fclves, and confequently into fome Kind of
Government ;—and that too without that per-
fonal, and particular Eleétion, for which Mr.
Locke and his Followers have fo firenuoufly
contended.

In order therefore to keep at a fufficient Dif-
tance from the Patriarchal Syflem, and the in-
defeafible Right Lined Monarchy of Sir RoserT
Fiimer ;—Let us fuppofe, that, inftead of one
Pair, an Hundred Pair of Men and Women
were at firlt created: And let us contemplate
the various Inftinéts, Qualities, and Propen-
fities (as far as the prefent Subje& is concerned)
with which this Tribe of Animals would be
found to be endowed ;~—fuppofing them to be
made of the fame Sort of Materials, which we
fee Mankind to be of, at prefent.

A~p as we are now fetting out on our In-
quiries, be it carefully remembered, that the fir/f2
Difference between the Lockians, and others

{cems
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feems to be this; The Lockians maintain, thag
Mankind have a Capacity for becoming Mem-
bers of a Civil Society ; —but no natural Defire,
or Inclination for entering into fuch a State of
Life: [Indeed they do not fay the latter in ex-
prefs Terms, but they do by neceflary Confe-
quences : | Whereas we maintain, that FHuman
Nature is endowed with both Capacity. and In-
clination :—And that the natural Inflin@ pre-
cedes the Capacity, much in the fame Manner,
tho’ not with the fame Strength, or in the fame
Degree, as the innate Inftinéts of Individuals
towards Food, or of the Species towards cach
other, precede the Arts of Cookery, and
Brewery, of Marriage-Ceremonies, and Mar-
riage-Settlements.

Tuis therefore being the Queftion, we are
now to endeavour to find out, how far Nature
herfelf hath led the Way towards the Formation
of Civil Government by mcans of various
Inftinéts, Biaffes, and Propenfities implanted in
Mankind before Art was introduced either to
mend or mar her Handywork.

1. Tuererore, the firft Thing obfervable in
the Clafs of Animals above-mentioned [the
hundred Pair of adult Men and Women] is,
That they are formed by Nature to be of the
gregartous Kind.  For moft certainly the Indi-
viduals of the Human Species are fo far from

{eeking
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fccking Solitude, as their neturat State, that
fuch a Courfe of Life would be onc of the foreft
Punifhments which could be inflitted on them:
And nothing can be a clearer Proof of a con-
trary Bias in Nature, than the ftrong Defire
which not only Children manifeft to affociate to-
gether, but which adult Perions feel, to be ac-
quainted even with Strangers, differing from
themfelves in Langnage, Manners, and in almoft
every Thing, excepting their being of the fame
Species, rather than not to enjoy any Company af
all. Now this Difpofition in Human Creatures
to aflociate with their Like, isa leading Step to-
wards Civil Society; becaufe no Animals what-
ever, but the gregaricus, can be fi¢ to form a Com-
munity, or a Common-Wealth.

2. Asecovp Thing obfervable is, That there
1s a prodigious Varicty even in the natural En-
dowments, both of Body and Mind belonging to
the {everal Individuals of the human Species: So
that probably no two among them are altogether,
and in every Refpett alike.  Far therefore, very
far it is from being true, that all Mankind are
naturally equal, or on a Par, refpelting their
feveral Endowments either mental, or corporeal.
Indeed had this been the Cafe, it is hard to fay,
how any Kind of Subordination, and confe-
quently Government, could have been intro-
duced among fuch a Tribe of equal, inde-
pendent, unconneted Beings: Wherefore

3. A
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3. A tHirp Obfervation is, that thefe Dif-
ferences of Genius and Talents, thefe feveral
Excellencies and Defells, thefe Capacities and
Incapacities are found, for the moft Part. to be
relative and reciprocal ; {o that wherefoever one
abounds, another is defe&tive, and vice verfa:
By which Means all thefe Animals ftand in Nced
of each other’s Affiftance in fome Refpeél. orin
one Degree or other:—Surely this is another
plain Proof, that they were not framed by Na-
ture for an equal, independent, unconnefled
State of Life.

4. A rourtH Remarkis, That as thefe Ani-
mals mutually want each other's Help and
Affiftance ; fo are they naturally endowed with a
Power of making known their Wants to each
other, and their mutual Willingnefs to relieve
them. Now, asthisis a Fa&, which cannot be
controverted. it is very immaterial to decide,
whether the Manner of making known fuch mu-
tual Wants, or Intentions, was at firft by Means
of dumb Signs and Geftures, and inarticulate
Sounds, or thro’ the Medium of fome primaval
Language infufed in, or communicated to them at
the Time of their Creation. Therefore be that
as it may, it is more material to obferve in the

sth and laft Place, That each of thefe human
Animals feels, generally fpeaking. a ftrong In-

ftin@ to fuccour and relieve the Wants and
Diftrefles
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Diftrefles of his Fellow-Creatures :—Inafmuch
as, next to providing what is neceffary for his
own Prefervation, and removing Pain from his
own Perfon, he is prompted and fpurred on to do
the like good Offices for others. And he finds,
that he receives great Pleafure both in the imme-
diate Gratification of this benevolent, fympa-
thizing Inftin®, and in his fublequent Reflettions
on it.

Now from a Contemplation of this Sketch,
or Out-line, if I may fpeak, of the Portrait
of Human Nature, it is, I think, not very
difficult to determine, what would be the
probable Refult of an Affemblage of an Hun-
dred Pair of fuch Animals as thefe, after a fhort
Acquaintance, refpetting Society and Civil
Government. For

1. Tuey would not be long before they en-
deavoured to gratify the firft, and the quickeft
in Succeflion, of all the Calls of Nature, the
Appetites of Hunger and Thirft; and that too
without having any diftin¢t Knowledge, perbaps
without the leaflt Idea, that fuch a Gratification
was neceffary for the Prefervation of the Indi-
vidual. Nay, it is highly probable, that Na-
ture at the firft Creation of the Human Pairs,
proceeded much farther in her inftinftive In-
ftruftions, than fhe need do at prefent. For
at the firf, Men were not only impelled by the

Appetites
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Appetites of Hunger and Thitft to feck for
Meat and Drink, but were alfo taught, cither by
fome Guardian Angel fent on purpofc to inftruét
them, or were Jed by fome extraordinary Im-
pulle to difcover and chufe what were proper
Eatables and Drinkables in their peculiar Situa-
tion.—To fuppole the contrary, would be to
fuppofe. that this Hundred Pair of adult Men
and Women, were left to themfelves to make
Experiments, as they could, on every thing
around them,—by endeavouring to fwallow per-
haps Sand or Gravel, inftcad of Water, to-
wards quenching Thirft, and to gnaw a Stone,
or a Stck, inftead of chewing a Root, a Fruie,
or a Berry for appeafing Hunger. It cannot
thercfore reafonably be doubted, but that the firfl
Race of Men were taught by Nature, or rather
by Nature’s Gob, to diftinguifh, without the
tedious Procefls of uncertain Experiments, the
proper from the improper, the wholefome from
the unwholefome in fuch a Situation.

[Asto the Inflin@ between the Sexes for the
Renovation of the Species (as the former was
for the Prefervation of the Individual) fuffice it
jult to put the Reader in Mind, that as we have
fuppofed the Creation to have been made in
Conjugal Pairs, we have thereby avoided, at
leaft for the prefent, all the Difficulties, that
might otherwife have arifen in the Choice and
Prefercnce of Ohjeéts ;—only this much is

neceflary
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neceflary to obferve on this Head, as well as on
the former, that 'till they had been taught by Ex-
perience, it was impoffible for the wifeft of them
to have guefled what would have been the Confe-
quence, at the Expiration of a certain Term, of
{fuch an Intercourfe of one Sex with the other.]

edly. Tuese human Animals, when herding
together, and beginning to eat and drink, would
foon difcover a vaft Superiority, and Infericrity
of Talents among themfelves, in refpett of mak-
ing Provifion for fatisfying the Cravings of Thirft
and Hunger. For fome would be found to be
much more ingenious, and perhaps more induf-
trious and provident than others, either in the
gathering of Viands, and the procuring and
portage of drinkable Liquids;—or in ftoring
them up, and preferving them fweet and whole-
fome. This Man would excel either in turning
the Ground in fearch after Roots, orin climbing
Trees for Fruit;—another in fwimming and
diving for Fifh, or in the Purfuit of Game ;--a
third in the taming certain Beafts and Birds for
domeftic Ufe, or in the planting of fuch Vege-
tables, as were found to be gond for Food. and
{o quick of Growth as foon to come to Maturity ;
—whilft a fourth perhaps would difplay a Dexte-
rity and Genius in the Preparation of feveral
Kinds of Vittuals, and in the firft Rudiments of
the Arts of Cookery. Now inall thefe Cafes. it
1s obvious to conceive, That the lefs ingenious,
or
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or adventurous, the lefs provident and frugal
would naturally become, without any formal
Contraft, dependenton, and fubfervient to their
Infiruétors and Benefaflors, in one Degree or
other.

gdly. Tue like Superiority of Parts and Ta-
Ients would neceffarily appear, tho’ at fomewhat
a later Period, in the Cafes of procuring Ray-
ment, and of conftrutting Habitations. For no
Man can pretend that all the Human Species
are endowed with equal Powers, or equal Ca-
pacities in thefe Refpe@ts. And therefore in
Proportion as the lefs adroit, or lefs provident,
felt themfelves incommoded by the Extremes
either of Heat, or of Cold, and wifhed to free
themfelves from their Evils;—in nearly the
fame Proportion would they become the Mini-
fiers of thofe, who could, and would relieve
them from their Diftrefles. For here it muft
be remembered once for all, that in fuch a
Situation as we are now defcribing, and before
Commerce and Money were introduced, the
Perfon who felt himfelf inferior in any of thefa
Refpefls, could make no other Compenfatiorr

to his Superior, but by fome Kind of perfonal
Service.

4th. Tur Advantage arifing from a peculiar
Genius to abridge Labour by Means of Ma-

chines.
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chines, —or to divide, and fubdivide it into dif-
tintt Parts, or Po tions for the Sake of greater
Eafe, Expertnefs, and Ex edition, is another
Caufe, why fome Men muft nife in Socicty,
without any Compaft, or Elction. ard others
as naturally fink ;—and confcquently, why
Subordinauon at firft, and Government after-
wards, muft take Place. For bad there been no
Diference of natural Genius between Man and
Man ;—and no Diftinftion of Talents and
Powers both mental, and corporcal, between
Males and Females,—it is hardly poffible to
conccive, how there could have exifted any
Diftin€tion of Trades, or Diverfity of Employ-
ments.  And without them a regular Plan of
Government cannot be fupported.

To illuftrate this Matter, be it obferved, that
tho" Horfes, and horned Cattle naturally herd
together, as well as Men, being all of the gre-
gartous Kind; yet as nonc of thefe Indivi-
duals difplay any Genius either to abridge La
bour, or to divide it into {eparate Parts or Por-
tion,,—{o there is nothing approaching towards
a Diftinftion of Trades, or a Diverfity of Im-
ployments to be found among them ;—confe-
quently they are total Strangers to any Forms
of Government, Republican, or Monarchical;
and they know nothing of the Rules of Juftice
or Equity or of any Laws, but thole of brutal
Force. Whereas Bees, Ants, and Beavers, who

are
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are remarkable for dividing the Labour of the
Wihole into diftinét Portions, affigning to each
Individual a proper Share, become of Courfe a
regular Community among themfelves, wherejn
fome prefide, and others muft obey. All
Authors, who have favoured us with the na-
tural Hiftory of thefe three Tribes of Animals,
Ipeak with Raptures of their admirable Police,
Difcipline, and (Economy. Yet not one
Writer, that I know of, hath once fuggefted the
moft diftant Thought, that thefe Things are
owing to any focial Compatt, or popular Form
of Government:— No, not one hath hitherto
dared to maintain, that each Beec, Ant, or

Beaver is his own Law-giver, Govcinor, and
Dircélor.

[Tuere are other Caufes which might be
mentioned, as greatly contributing towards the
firft Formation of Government, without any ex-
plicit Compa&t, or mutual Stipulation. “And
thefe are the Power of Language,—and the Power
of faving, or protetting from impending Dangers.
In regard to Language, fome ftriking Obfeiva-
tions might have been made, had we the Time,
and Abilities to have done Juftice to the Subjett :
—Suffice it for the prefent juft to declare my
Opinion, That at the firft Creation of the human
Kind, the Adamsand Eves, fpoke fome certain
Language (whatever it was) by mere Inflind,
without any previous Teaching (excepting the

inftantaneous
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inftantaneous Teaching of Nature) and without
Education, or Inftru€tion. I know indeed, that
the contrary is the prevailing Opinion, That all
Words, and the Meaning of all Words were ori-
ginally fettled by mutual Confent, and at fome
certain Congrels held for that Purpofe. But
here T1thould be glad to know, what particular
Language was fpoken by Adam and Eve, and
their Sons and Daughters, or by this hundred
Pair of Adams and Eves, before they met in Con-
grels >—Inwhat Language or Dialet were they
fummoncd to meet ?=And even after they had
met, how came they to underftand one another
{o readily before they had learnt to fpeak ? — And
how came they to fpcak at all, to define, and to
agree about the Mcaning of certain Words, be-
fore thefe, or any Words whatever had been
known among them ? -—— Away therefore with
this abfurd Notion: And let us believe, as we
ought to do, that Nature was more benevolent
to her Children at their firft Appearance on the
Theatre of the World, than this and fuch like
Schemes reprefent her to be.  She certainly in-
JSufed the firft Rudiments of Language, fhe in-
Sllled the firft Knowledge of Things proper for
Mecats and Drinks,—and fhe implanted the con-
ftituent Principles of Government into Mankind,
without any previous Care or Thought on their
Parts. But having donc this, fhe left the reft
to themfelves ; in order that they might cultivate
and improve her Gifts and Bleflings in the beft
Manner they could, As
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As to the Power of proteéting from impending
Danger, if that fhould meanonly the Power of
reflcuing, or preferving from the Injuries of the
Weaiher, from the Attacks of wild Beafts, or
from fome other natural Evils, it is included, at
leaft in Part. under fome of the former Heads. —
But if it is to fignify a Power of protefting the
W eak from the intended Violence of the Strong,

it will include likewife the Right of Retaliation
and Reprifal —and in its Confequences, the

Right of Conqueft. Therefore if this thould be
the Thing meant, I fhall not infift on fuch a Sub-
je&t at prefent ;—becaufe I with to fhew, That
Government can date its Origin from other
Caufes, befides thofe of popular Eleétions, or po-
pular Defeats ;—and becaufe a Government
founded on Conqueflt, however juftifiablc the
Occalion of it might have been. is at firft very odi-
ous, and requiresa Length of Time to reconcile
Men to it. |

LastLy, there is yet another Confideration,
which when properly developed, greatly corro-
borates all the former. And that is this, That
there 1s found to exift in Human Nature a cer-
tain Afcendency in fome, and a Kind of fub-
miflive Acquiefcence in others. The Faét itfclf,
however unaccountable, is neverthelefs fo no-
torious that it is obfervable in all Stations and
Ranks of Life, and almoft in every Company.
For even in the moft paltry Country Village,

there
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there is, generally fpeaking, what the French
very exprefively term, Le Coque de Viliage ;—-
A Man, who takes the Lead, and becomes a
Kind of Diftator to the reft. Now, whether
this arifes from a Conlfcioufnefs of greater Cou-
rage. or Capacity.—or from a certain over-
bearing Temper, which affumes Authority to
dittate and command,—or from a greater Ad-
drefs, thatis, from a Kind of inftinélive Infight
into the Weaknefles. and blind Sides of othess,—
or from whatever Caufe, or Caufes, 1t matters
not.  Ior the Fad@ itlelf. asI faid before, is un-
deniable. hewever difficult it may be to account
forit.  And therefore here again i, anather In-
ftance of great Inequalities in tie original Powers
and Faculties of Mankind :—Confequently this
natural Subordination (if I may fo fpeak) is
ancther diftinét Proof, tbat there was 2 F unda-
tion decply laid in Human Nature for the poli-
tical Edifices of Government to be built upon ;---
without recurring to, what never exifted but in

Theory. univerfal, focial Compacts, and unani-
mous Elettions.

Hrre therefore I will fix my Foot. and «cft
the Merits of the Caufe.  An hundred Pair of
Adams and Eves are fuppofed (for the Sake of
Argurent in this Debate) to have been created
at once, ond to have been endowed with the va-
rious Tnflindts .nd Inclinations above defcribed,
all tending in one Degiece or othier, to the Forma-

tion
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tion of Civil Government. As foon as they fce
eachother they affociateandconverfe. [ N. B. In-
fants and Children do ftill the fame in their Way. ]
The next Step they take, is to gratify thofe De-
fires and Inclinations towards which * Nature has
moft powerfully incited them. But they find al-
moft inftantancoufly, that they are hardly able to
fatisfy any one of thefe Defires without the Help
and Affiftance of others of their Kind. And
they fecl alfo, that in whatfoever Sort of Talents,
Geniufles, or Capacities they are deficient, others
are generally abounding, and vice verfa :---They
perceive likewife that in receiving good Offices
from others, there is a certain pleafing Temper
of Mind excited, now called Gratitude,—and
that in conferring good Offices, there is another
very pleafing Senfation raifed, now termed Bene-
volence.  And thus it came to pals, that a mutual
Dependence and a mutual Connettion were ori-
ginally made by the wife Creator of all Things to
pervade the Whole :—Yet with this remarkable
Diverfity, that the Power and Talents of winning
and obliging, of influencing. perfuading, or
commanding, were imparted to fome in a muth
greater Degree than they were to others.

* The Appetite between the Sexes can have no Place in
this Quettion ; becaufe it is not of that Sort, or Kind, which
renders Mankind gregarsus. Indeed it 15 obfervable, that
the moft folitary Animals, which are not fond of herding to-
gether, yet, at certain Periods, conveife in Pairs.

SURELY
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SurerLy therefore in fuch Circumftances as
thele, cvery human Creature would fall into
that Rank in Society, and that Station in Life,
to which his Talents and his Genius fpontane-
oufly led him,—as naturally, I had almoft faid, as
Water finds its Level. And be it ever remem-
bered, that diltintt Ranks and different Stations,
would produce a Civil Government, of fome
Kind or other, in a new World much fooner
than they could in an old one.— 1 faid mucn
SOONER; becaule inanew World, there could
be no Complaints made againft former Mif-
managements, no Fears about the Incroachments
of Power on the one Hand, or the Intrigues and
Declamation of Fattion on the other, and confe-
quently no Diflruf arifing from the Abufes either
of former Governors, or of former Demagogues.
In fhort, asin fuch a World there could be no
Manner of Experience, there could hardly be
any f{uch Things as Caution and Referve; and
therefore all the Difputes of later Times about
focial Compafls, Contrats, and Conventions,
about pofitive Stipulations, reciprocal Engage-
ments, and Refervations of Rights, would have
been probably as little underftood at that Junc-
ture, as the Terms of Art in Cookery, before
Cookery became an Art, or the Orders in
Building, before a fingle Building was erefted.
In fhort, and to fum up all in one Word, where
Nature alone was the Guide, the Terms of Ar¢,
and the Additions, or Alterations of {ubfequent

Times,
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Times, whether for the better, or for the worle,
muft have been abfolutely unknown, and confc-
gquently could not have been attended to, at the
firft Formation of Civil Gevernment.

BuT after all, perhaps fome will fay, « We.
« do not differ from you in real Sentiments,
¢ tho' we exprefs ourfelves fomewhat differently.
“ We mean to fay, that no Part of the human
¢ Species, has a Right to enflave the other;
¢ and we mean no more.” Very well, be it {o,
and we are agreed: But let us firft know, what
do you mean by Slavery ? And what Ideas do
you include under that Term ?—For if you
mean to fay, that every Man is a Slave, who
has not the Power of elefting his own Law-
giver, his own Magiftrate, his Colonel, Cap-
tain, or Judge, I deny the Pofition, and call
on you to prove it by better Arguments, than
your own bare Affertion. But if you only
meant to fay, that bad Laws, if any, ought to
be repealed, and good Laws enatled, and faith-
fully and impartially executed ;—and that when
Governors fhall abufe their Power to the Detri-
ment of the People, they ought to be ftopped
in their Career, and even to be called to an
Account for their Mifcondu&, in Proportion to
the Detriment received.---If this be all you
meant to fay, when you talked about original,

upalienable Rights, focial Compatls, &c. &c.
we
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we are agreed again: But furely, furely, this
is a very odd, and intricate Way of exprefling
the plaineft, and moft obvicus Truths imagine
able.

MoRrEOVER, if you intended to fay, that tho®
Government in general did not derive its Ex-
iftence from any gperfonal Contratt between
Prince and People, between the Governors and
the Governed ;—vyet, that it hath {o much of
...1at a Civilian would terra a Quafi-Contraél in the
Nature of it, that the Duties and Obligations on
both Sides of the Relation, are altogether to the
fame Effe€t, as if a particular Contra&t, and a
pofitive Engagement had been entered into ;---
1f this be your Meaning, we are ready to join
Iffue with you once more ;---and this the rather,
becaufe the Ideas of a Quafi-Contraét contain cur
own on this Head, and thofe of every Conttitu-
tional Whig throughout the Kingdom.

HowzvERr, though we are ready to grant you
all thefe Things, yet it is plain, that you meant
a great deal more ;—elfe, why do you cavil at
the Phrafes, implicit Confent, tacit Agreement,
tmplied Covenant, vsrtual Reprefentation, and the
like ?—All which naturally and neceffarily imply
the Idea of a Quafi-Coniradl. Moreover why
fo loud in your Exclamations, and bitter in your
Invettives againft fuppofing, that a Government
may be good and lawful in itfelf, tho the People

are
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are not reprefented in it, according to your
Mode of Reprefentation? Recollett the {everal
Extra@ls from Meflrs. Locke, MoriNiryux,
Priestry, and Price, already produced in
the former Part of this Work: And then you
muft maintain, in Conformity to the leading
Principles of your Se€t, That throughout this
whole Difpute, your grand Objettion lics not {o
much againft the mere Laws themfelves, or
againft any fuppofed Culpability in the Manner
of adminiftering them,—as againit the Right,
Title, or Authority to make, orto exccute any
Laws at all, be they in themfelves good, or bad.
In one Word, according to your Doétrine, that
Man 1sa Slave, who 1s obliged to fubmit to the
beft Laws that ever were made, and to the mildeft
Government, that ever exifted, if he did not give
his previous Confent towards eftablifhing the one,
and cnatting the other: And that Man is rrey,
who fubmits to no other Government but that
which he himfelf hath chofen, and obeys no
other Laws, but thofe, which he himfelf hath
helped to make ; tho' they fhould be in them-
felves as tyrannical and cruel, asunjuft, and un-
reafonable, as can be conceived. So that the
great Good of political Liberty. and the intole-
rable Evil of political Slavery, are according to
this blefled Doétrine, refolved at laft into the
fingle Words—CONSENT, or not CoNsENT,
‘What aftonifhing Abfurdities are thefe !~—And
yet, alas! how prevalent, and contagious'
Tuc
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Tue Idea of a Quafi-Contraél, inftead of an
aftual Contraét [which ncver cxifted] between
any Sovereigns, and all, or even the major Part
of their Subjefls, would have prevented Men of
good Intentions, and honef Minds, from falling
into thefe grofs Abfurdities, and dangerous
Miftakes. Thercfore as the Term itfelf Quafi-
Contraét may be new to fome Readers, tho’ the
Senfe is obvious to every one, when properly ex-
plained, I will beg Leave to beftow fome Words
upon it, before I conclude this Chapter.

In all human T7rufls whatever, from the
higheft to the loweft, where there isa Duy to be
performed, which is not atually exprefled, fpe-
cified, or contratted for,---but neverthelefs ig
ftrongly implied in the Nature of the Truft ;---
the Obligation to perform that implied Duty, is
of the Nature of a Quafi-Contraél ;---a Contra&
as binding in the Reafon of Things, and in the
Court of Confcience, asthe moft folemn Cove-
nant that was ever made. This I think is a plain
Cafe; atleaft I cannot make it plainer, and
therefore tho’ I might illuftrate this Matter by
appealing to the Proceedings of the Courts of
Equity, which are little more than the inforcing
of the Performance of Quafi Contralls, yet I will
confine myfelf to Subjels, that are altogether
political ;—becaule I with to meet the Lockians
on their own Ground, and to confute them by
their favourite Principles.

B:
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Bk it therefore altowed, for Argument’s Sake,
that there is an affual, and not a Quafi-Contratt,
this Day fubfifting in Greai-Britwin between
Prince and Peoplc. The Queftion then is,
When was this Contra&t made ? And the Anfwer
muft be [for no other canbe given] that it was
made at his Majefty’s Coronation, when he took
a folemn Oath to govern his People according to
Law; and when they on their Parts exprefled
their Confent to his Acceflion to the Throne by
Ioud Huzzas, and Shouts of Joy.—Well: To
take no Advantage of one material Omiffion
among many, that the Speétators on this Occa-
fion were not a thoufandth Part of the People of
Great Britain and Ireland [not to fay a Word
about the Colonies.] Let it be granted, that
this was a good Contra&l, fair, valid, and reci-
procal.—Yet the difficulty is ftill to come,—
What was the Cale before this Contralt was
made ? And how ftood Matters during the long
Interval, which elafped between his Acceflion,
and Coronation? Or fuppofe, that he had not
yet becn crowned, Was the Prince in that Calfe,
and during thefc nineteen Years of his Reign,
not obliged to govern his People according to
Law ? Or were the People. on their Parts, not
obliged to become his dutiful and loyal Subjeéls,

till they had fhouted and huzzaed at his Coro-
nation? Refolve this Difficulty, if you can, on
the Lockian Principle of an affual Contratt:
But if you will admit of a Quafi-Contrail, the

Difhiculty
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Difficulty vanifhes at once : So that Reafon and
Common Senfe, and the 2rown Laws of the Land
all co-incide in perfe® Harmony: I faid the
known Laws of the Land, becaufe it is notorious
to all the World, that there was not one political
Duty incumbent on either Prince, or People,
after the Solemnity of a Coronation, but was
equally incumbent before that Ceremony was
performed.

Acain: The Lockians ftiffly maintain, that
every Civil Government muft be an Ufurpation
of unalienable Rights, if the People are neither
permitted to affemble together in their perfonal
Capacities, for the Purpofes of making Laws,
for feeing them executed, and the like ---* nor
allowed to ele& Deputies to reprefent them, and
to aft as their Attornies or Proxies. Wellz
Be this Pofition admitted for the prefent:—
Nay, be it likewife admitted, that whenever the
Freeholders or Freemen of any County, City,
or Borough do appoint fuch Parliamentary A¢-
tornzes, they have a Right to infift on their re-
nouncing their own private Judgement (at leaft
in Prattice) in order to aét in Conformity to the
Inftru€tions of their Conftituents, and not ac-

* The proper Ufe, and great Advantages of Deputies from,
or Reprefentatives of the People, will be fet foith at large in
the 4th Chapter of the enfuing Work.

cording
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cording to the Diftates of their own Confcicnces.
Such a Contraft as this [for a Contraét it muft
be of the Lockian Principle, if it be any thing
at all | methinks, founds a little odd,—efpecially
when confidered as the difcriminating Charac-
teriftic of the profeffed Fricnds of Liberty ! But
fet it pafs at prefent among other odd Things.—
And then comes the main Queftion to be re-
folved: What Contralt or Covenant have thefe
Elg&ors made with the other Members of Par-
liament, chofen by other Freemen or Frec-
holders, and for other Places, wherc they have
no Concern, and no Right to interfere,—who
neverthelefs make Laws to bind them 2—¢ Laws
to bind them!” Yes to bind them ¢z all [rea-
fonable} Cafes whatfocver, as much as the Mem-
bers of their own eletting. Surely this is
firange to tell :” And yet not more ftrange than
true.— Therefore 1 alk again, What cxprefs
Covenant or Stipulations have Mefl. Priestry,
or Price, made with the 7eff of the Members
of Parliament,—perhaps not fo few as 550 in
Number, whom they did not elc&,---and for
whom they had no Voies to give ?---1 aik this
Queftion even on a Suppofition, that they had
exprefsly covenanted with their own Members to
att agreeably to thofe Inftrutions, which from
Time to Time they were to have received from
them ?---Or do they indeed pretend to have an
Authority to inftruét all the Reprefentatives of
the united Kingdom, as well as their own ?

Bur
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Bur to return to the principal Subje®. On
the whole, and tirn which Way you will, the
Upthot of the Matter muft come to this, that
Civil Government is natural to Man ;— and that
at the Beginning, before the Human Heart was
corrupted by the Tyranny of Princes, or the
Madnefs and Giddinefs of the People, by the
Ambition of the Great, or the Crafts and Wiles
of fcheming Politicians, Civil Government as
naturally took Place among Mankind, according
to their refpetive Talents and Qualifications, as
the Marriage Union between Adam and Eve fo
clegantly defcribed by Mirton.

In after Times we will readily allow, That
the Scenes were greatly changed in both Cafes ¢
~—But to argue from the ptefent State of Things,
occafioned either by the Mal-Adminiftration of
Governors on one Side, or by the falfe Preten-
fions of Demagogues on the other, or by the
ftill greater Evils which the Public fuffers by the
Struggles and Confli&ts, and Counter-Machina-
tions of both ;—to argue, I fay, from thefe Cors
ruptions and Adulterations to the Origin of Civil
Government in its pure and uncorrupted State,
—would be juft as prepofterous, as it would be
to maintain, that Adam and Eve did not begin
their domeftic Government till the Marriage
Portion was fixt and afcertained, till the Mar-
riage-Articles were figned and fealed, the join-

ure,
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ture. Dowry, Pin Money, &c. &e. all previ-
oufly fettled, and Truftees appointed for the due
Execution of thefe feveral Contratts.

TuerEFORE, to fum up all in one Word, let
a thoufand Revolutions happen in the Forms or
Modes of Government, and ever fo many
Changes take Place in the Perfons or Families
of the Regents of the State, ftill Civil Govern-
ment itfelf is no other than a pusLic TrusT, in
whatever Shape it may appear, or in whole
Hands foever it may be placed. In fome few
Inftances [very few indeed ] the Terms and Con-
ditions of this important Truft may perhaps be
afcertained and fpecified : But in Multitudes of
others they cannot, tho’ of the higheft Concern :
Yet wherever they canuot, they are implied :
And this Implication may be very jultly termed
a Quasi-CoNTRACT.

CHAP.
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C H A P. II.
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

' AVING in the preceding Chapter humbly
{ubmitted to the Confideration of the
Public, my own Opinion conccining the Origin
of Cwil Government, in Oppofition to the No-
tion of Mr. LockE and his Followers, I cfteem
it my Duty in the next Place to endcavour to
anfwer fuch Objeétions, as feem to militate the
ftrongeft againit what Las becn advanced.

OBJECTION L

“ Accorping to the foregoing Hypothefis,
“ the higher Powers in every Country thould be
‘ Herocs of the firlt Magnitude ;—or if not He-
“roes in War. they fhould at lcaft be endowed
“ with the greateft Genus, the moft diftinguithed
* and ufeful Talents in the Arts of Peace. For
‘“ we are told, that it is their Superiority of na-
“ tural Endowments, which, like Water finding
“1ts Level, laid the Foundation of Civil Go-
“ vernment.  Whereas, were we to turu from
“ this ideal Perfcéhion. to the plain. fimple Fa&,
“ we fhall find that few of the ruling Powers,

“ elpecially
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¢ efpecially crowned Heads, are wifer, or bettcr,
“ or braver, or more ulefully employed than
“ other Mortals. Moreover, according to the
# foregoing Reprefentation of the Matter it
«¢ fhould alfo follow, That on the Demife of any
“ of thefe fuper-eminent, exalted Beings, a
¢ Kind of Diffolution, or at leaft a Sufpenfion
¢ of Government ought to enfue, ‘till another
“ Non-pareil could be found out, in order to fill
¢ [worthily and properly] the vacant Throne.”

ANSWER.

Turs Objeétion, {mart and plaufible as it may
appear, is wholcly grounded on a Miltake,
which being removed, the Objettion vanifhes.
The Miftake is this, That what was neceflary. or
expedient at firft, muft continue to be neceflary,
or cxpedient ever after. Whereas the Courfe
of Nature in almoft every Inftance plainly proves
the contrary.

Sir Isaac Newton and Mr. Bovie had
moft extraordinary natural Talents and Sagaci-
ties in their refpettive Provinces; which they
improved by almoft inceffant Induftry and Ap-
plication.  Their Difcoveries in Aftronomy,
Mathematics, Optics, Natural Philofophy, Me-
chanics, Chemiftry, &c. &c. &c. are wonder-
fully great and curious. But doth it follow, that
every Man muft have the Genius of a Boyre,

or
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a4 NewrtoN, in order to be benefited, or n-
lightened by their Dilcoveries? And now, that
they have led the Way, may not Men of very
moderate Capacities, be able to tread in their
Steps? Nay I will go farther, and even alk,
may not an illiterate Mechanic [illiterate, com-
paratively {peaking] by Dint of mere Ufe and
Praftice, and by the Advantage of having good
Models before his Eyes; may not even fuch an
one be able to conftrut, or to manage fome of
their moft curious Machines in a much better
Manner than the great Philofophers themfelves
could have done, had they been alive ? Surely
he may : For nothing can be more obvious, than
that the Man, who cannot invent, may never-
thelefs by Means of daily Ufe, and Habit, be
able toimprove on a former Invention, greatly
to his own Advantage, and that of others.

Tue Cafe in Politics is much the fame; or
rather it is a ftill ftronger Confirmation of the
foregoing Remark. For tho” it may be neceffary
to have an Hero to found an Empire; or [to
come ftill nearer to thc Plan of the preceding
Chapter ] tho’ it may at firft require fome extra-
ordinary Efforts of an uncommon Genius, to
form an Hundred Pair of independent Savages
into a regular Community. and to bind them to-
gether with the Bonds of Civil Society,—yet
when this is once done. and good Order and
Harmony well eftablifhed,—Things will then go

on
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om, in a Manner, of their own accord, if com-
mon Prudence be not wanting. Nay what is fhill
more to our prefent Purpofe, it is oblerveable,
that great Geniuffes are likely to do more Harm
than Good, if there fhould happen to be a Suc-
¢cffion of them in the fame Government, for
two, or three Gencrations. The aétive Spirits
of fuch Men. and their excentric Difpofitions
wifl not fuffer them to remain in a neutral State ;
fo that they will certainly be employed either for
the better, or for the worfe. And as Ambition,
and the Luft of Power are the reigning Vices
of the Great, it is therefore but too probable,
that they will become bad Neighbours to other
States, im Proportion, as they fhall have lefs
Occafion for exerting their Abilitics at Home :
Or if they fhould confine their Attention chiefly
to their own Territorics ;—can it be a Doul;t
which Caurfe they will take, Whether to en-
creale, or diminifh the Privileges of their own
Subjets >—In fhort. Woe be to the Country,
which happens to bie curfed with a fucceflive Race
of Heroes: Long Bxperience hath too fatally
eonfirmed this Obfervation.  And the Misfor-
tunc is, that the Subjeéts of thefe viftorious
Princes, are, generally fpeaking, fo blinded
with the Glare of Glory, and fo intoxicated with
the Fumes of Congqueft, that they will be con-
tent to be enflaved themfelves, provided the
fhall be fo happy as to be employcd in the glo-

rious
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rious Work of enflaving others.—It nmuft, I
think, be allowed, that a Romurus was ne-
ceflary to found Rome, and to bring that Set of
Banditti, which he firft drew together, into fome
Degiee of Order and Regularity, by obliging
them to fubmit to the Rules of Jufticc among
themfelves, and the Laws of Civil Govern-
ment.—But after thofe good Ends were in Part
accomplifhed, the mild, pacific Difpafition, and
the fteady and temperate Condutt of a Nuna,
were much fitter to conflitute a Succeflor, than
the dangerous Abilities of another Romurus.

OBJECTION IL

“ Tur Account given in the preceding Chap-
“ter of the Origin of Civil, or Political Go-
 vernment, muft be liable to great Exceptions,
“ becaule it confounds thofe Idcas. which oughe
‘¢ always to be kept diftin€t and {eparate. Thus
“ for Example, there is a Society, which may
‘ be called natural, and there is another which
“is political. And tho’ Man is formed by Na-
“ ture to beccme a Member of both Societies ;
*“ yetitis a very great Miftake to fay, that he
‘ has the fame Inducement, or that he is influ-
‘ enced by the fame Motives in both Cafes.  As
“ a gregarious Animal, he loves to aflociate with
“ his like, and to herd with them. This is
“ mere natural Society, and cannot be called

political.



152 OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

“ political. And even after it had been per-
¢ cewved. that there are many Inequalities be-
“ tween the refpettive Powers, Talents, and
¢ Capacities of the feveral Members which com-
“ pofe this Society :—Perhaps indeed fo great
* as would neceflarily introduce fome Kind of
* Difference, or Diftin€tion among them; fiill
* it doth not follow, that thele Diftin&ions
¢ fhould change natural Society into political.
¢ For no mere Meeting together. or Affemblage
“ of the People, no Contignity of Habitation, or
“ Vicinage of Inhabitants ought to be allowed to
“ conftitute a State politic, till Legz/lation hath
“ been attually introduced. and Furifditlion ex-
“ ercifed among them:— Which it is appre-
¢ hended, could not be done without common
“ Confent, or at leaft the Confent of the major
“ Part.”

« In Fafl, the Motives for entering into thefe

* two diftin€t Societies, the natural and the pol:-
“ tical, are not only different, but in a Manner
“ oppofite. Forif Men are drawn to herd to-
“ gether as gregarious Animals, by a Kind of
“ inflinétive Love ;--they may be juftly faid to be
“ compelled to form political Affociations by a
* Sort of inflinflive Fear: That is, dreading
¢ the Approach of fome alarming Danger, or
* defirous of retaliating fome Injury received;
** —they collett their {cattered Forces together,
*¢ and put them under the Direétion of one Man,
or
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¢ or of one Set of Men, in order to be em-
«« ployed for the public Good and Safery. N-w
“ this being the proper Caufe or Motve and
“ therefore the only true Origin of pifi'ical
“ Union, it is plain, that the very Defcription of
¢ it implies both univerfal Caution, and mutual
“ Diftruft. For in this Cafe, every Man afls
““ from a Principle of Self-Intereft, or Self-Pre-
“fervation. And therefore it is not credible, that
“ any Number of Men, in order to guard againft
‘“ one Danger, would ruth headlong irto another:
“ Itis not, it cannot be fuppofed "Tkhat rational
¢ Creatures would furrender up their natural Li-
“ berty and Independence, and withit in fcme
¢ Senfe, their Livesand Fortunes, witkout de-
“ manding any Security for the right Ufe and
¢ faithful Application of {o great a Truft.”

ANSWER.

Waen Mr. Locke was a very young Man, it
was the Cuftom of the Paftors of his Time to
make the junior Part of their Congregations to
undergo the following ftrange Examination,
“ At what Day or Hour did you feel the In
* fluxes of Saving Grace, and receive the Seal
“ of your Elettion and Juftification ?* Some-
thing like the fame Oueftion is couched ynder
this Objetion, founded on Mr. Locke’s Syftem,
tclating to the [fuppofed] Time of our firft

Entrance
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Entrance into a political Union, or Confederacy
with the State, under which we live. For 1t
feems, there cannot be any fuch Thing asa na-
tural-born Subjett: Itis, according to the Lockian
Doféirine, a Solecifm in Language, and a Con-
tradition to common Senfe. Surely therefore
we have a Right to alk a Lockian this plain
Queftion : As you fay you are not a natural-born
Subjeét, tho’ born and bred here in England, be
pleafed to tell us, Are you now a Member of
the Bruti/h Conftitution? Or are you not ?—
And if you are, When? Or from what Day or
Hour did your Memberfhip commence ? More-
over what Ceremony of Adoption, Admiffion,
Matriculation, or whatever elfe you will pleafe
to call it, was ufed by you, or by others on that
folemn Occafion? The Anfwer to thefe Quef-
tions, it is apprchended, would be rather em-
barraffing ; and might draw on Confcquences,
which a prudent Man would willingly avoid.

Inperp the whole Objeftion, tho' feemingly
a new one, is nothing more than a Pofition of
Mr. Locxke and his Followers already confidered
and confuted. However, as it is here revived,
and appears in fomething like a new Drefs, let
us beftow a Remark or two upon it.

“ The Incredibility of fliding infen/fibly, and
““ without any previous Contrafl, from that So-
% ciety, which is merely natural, into that which

13 i’S
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“is political " But why, 1 pray, is this incre-
dible >—** Becaufe [fays a Lockian] the Mo-
“ tives. or Inducements are not ondy different
“1n themfclves, but even contradittory. Inaf
‘- mnch as the Inducement to form the one is
“nflinftive Love, but to create the other is
“evidently Caution, Apprehenfion, or the
“ Iear of Danger.” Now this is taking that
very Thing for granted. which ought to be
proved.  And indeed 1t is one of thoe Argu-
ments, which deftroys itfelf.  For if Cautien is
fuppoled to operate fo ftrongly asto prevent the
Formation of political Society, till Men had
previoufly fettled the Teims of this intended
Aflociation,—and had given, and received Se-
curities for repofing a Truft and Copfidence in
cach other ;—it ought to operate ftill more
ftrongly for the Prevention of natural Society,
lcaft the flrongefl, or the moft vicious of thefe
ungoverned Human Animals, when herding to-
gether, fhould bite, or kick. {hould feize on his
Prey, and devour the Weakeft:~ A Circum-
ftance this, which we muft aliow, might pofitly
happen. Thercfore, according to this Syftem,
ncither the Society whicn is called natural, nor
that which i, poltfical can exift at all, till there
has been a previous Contraét entered into for the
Safety and Prefervation of all Partics. And
yet methinks, it is rather difficuit to conceive,
how a Connettion could be formed, how Tirms
could be fettled, and a folemn Contra& entered
nta,
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intq, for binding all Parties, before Men had
once met together, or indeed before they could
prudently, or fafely truft themfelves in the Com-
pany of each other for this, or any other
Purpofe.

Tue Thing to be proved was this, that there
muft be fome certain Period in each Perfon’s
Life, when he or fhe firt commenced a Mem-

ber of political Society. A Period, when he
or fhe f{urrendered up thofe Libcrties, and

that Independence which belonged to him or

her, in a State of Nature, in order to receive
fromn the Government of the Country, that Pro-

teflion, and thofe Advantages, which refult
from Civil Society. Now fuch a Covenant as
this, {o peculiarly marked and circumftanced,
could not eafily have been forgotten, if it had
ever happened. And therefore we muft call
upon the Lockians once more [each to anfwer
feparately for him or herfelf] to name the Year,
Month, Week, Day, or Hour, when this Con-
traét was made between the Government of
Great-Britain on the one Part, and A. B. or
C. D. or E. F, on the other.

In the mcan Time [as they will not be in
Hafte to inform us on this Head] let us endea-
vour to trace this, as well as other dangerous
Errors of modern Republicanifm, to their proper
Source, in order to put the Friends of real

and conftitutional Liberty on their Guard againft
fuch Delufions. Tus
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Tre arguing from particnlar Exigences to
general Praétice, and from extraordinary Events
to the ufual, and (for the moft Part) uninter-
rupted Courfe of Things, feems to have been the
Ignis fatuus, which mifled Mr. Locke, and all
his Followers. Thus, for Inftance, if there
happened at any Time to be fo much Difcord,
and fuch a Diffention between Sovereign and
Subje&t, Prince and People, as could not be
healed, without the Help of a written Compa®,
and a formal Treaty between Party and Party : —
Then this excentric Emergence is urged as a pro-
per Precedent for requiring the conftant Ufe of
formal Compats in all Cafes, and at all Times
and Seafons whatfoever. Now this Reafoning is
juft as found and judicious, as it would be to
maintain, that if a moft violent Remedy was
deemed neceflary to be prefcribed in the laft
Stage of a moft acute Difeafe, it would be right
to prefcribe the fame Remedy in all Cafes, and
in every Circumftance that could happen, let a
Perfon be fick, or well, and whatever his Com-

plaint might be, or even if he had no Complaint
at all.

Acain, when any Number of independent
Perfons are incorporated into one Society by
Means of a parliamentary Law, or of a Royat
Charter; it would be a very eafy Matter not
only to tell the Year, the Month, and the Day
of fuch a new Incorporation, but alfo to affign

the
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the public Reafons or Motives for eftablifhing,
firch a Body Politic : -Nay more, it is appre-
hended, that it would be no very difhicult Tafk,
evento point out the refpeétive Views of Self-In-
tereft and private Advantage, which fome at lcaft
of thefe independent Perfons propofed to them-
fclves, by giving up their natural Independency,
and putting on the Shackles (if they muft be fo
called) of potitical Concatenation and Depen-
dence. But in the Name of common Senfe,
what have fuch Cafes as thefe to do with Civil
Government at large? And what Affinity hath
any political Inftitution of this Sort, where the
A& of Incorporation is in 2 Manner inflantaneous,
with that progrefive Courfe of Civil Society,
which like the infant State of Man, [moral and
mntelleétuel as well as natural] growsup gradually
from fmall Beginnings to Maturity 7—As well
might you pretend to define, where the Night
ends, and the Day begins, asto affign the exaét
Period when that Society which is natural, puts
on the Drefs and affumes the Form of the poli-
tical.—Befides, if it hath been already fhewn in
the firft Chapter, that Mankind would infenfibly
flide into fome Kind of Subordination or other,
in Confequence of the Difference between their
refpeflive Talents, Genius, and Capacities ;—
I would here afk, How could they ftop at any
given Point of natural Society, and proceed no
farther ?— How indeed, when ’tis alfo confidered,
that at the firft Creation of the above-mentioned

hundred
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hundred Pair of Patriarchs, thofe Members of
natural Socicty would be entire Strangers to
every Kind of Fear and Jealoufy, and to all that
Apprehenfion of Danger, which the Expersence
of after Ages hath fuggefted to Mankind.

To make this Matter ftill plainer, if poffible,

I would hear obferve, That in the Infancy of
States and Empires, political Socteties were not
formed at once, as Guilds of Trades, or Com-
panies of mercantile Adventurcrs, or Bodics
Politic are formed at prefent, by Means of Pa-
per, Parchment, and Wax, Signing and Sealing.
But Civil Societies grew up by Degrees from
fmall, and in a Manner, imperccptible Begin-
nings, according as the Numbers of Mankind
encreafed, or as their Wants and Exigencies re-
quired. Nay, it is exccedingly probable, that
neither the firft Goveinors, nor the firt Go-
verned [or if you pleafe, neither the Men of
of fuperior Qualifications, nor thofe of inferior]
had conccived the whole of the Plan, which
thcy were afterwards to purfue through the
reft of their Lives. But they were like Men
groping 1n the dark, and feeling their Way by
little and little.  As new Lights broke in upon
them, they ftill advanced : Butit is very abfurd
to f{uppofe that st firft, they faw clearly into
thofe Confequences or Relaticns of Things,
which the prefent Science of Politics, raifed on
the
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the Experience of Ages, hath difcovered to us.
Indeed, whenever new Cafes did arife, 1t 1s na-
tural to fuppofe, that fuch new Powers, both of
Legiflation and Jurifdittion, would be exerted,
as thofe Cafes required: But certainly the So-
ciety itfelt had an Exiftence before the Exertion
of thofe Powers, or even before it could be known
that they were wanted. So thatin Fa&, and in
every View, this fecond Objettion muft be
deemed to be as groundlefs as the former.

Trat which the Lockians ought to have faid,
is probably to this Effeét, That tho’ it be abfurd
to fuppofe, that Civil Government in general took
its Rife from previous Conventions, and mutuaf
Stipulations aéfually entered into between Party
and Party ;— and tho’, whenever fuch a Contra&t
as here fuppofed did-take Place, at fome very ex-
tracrdinary Conjun&ure,——[a Contra&t, by the
by, which could only bind the contraéling Par-
ties :]—Yet as Civil Government in general isin
Reality a Public Tryft, be the Origin, and the
Form of it whatever they may; there muft be
fome Covenant or other fuppofed or implied as a
Condition neceflarily annexed to every Degree
of Dilcretionary Power, whether expreffed or
not.—Had they faid only this, they would have
faid the Truth; and their Do&trine would have ex-
atly coincided with the Ideas of a Quafi-Contraft
before mentioned. Nay more, they would bave
avoided ail thofe Paradoxes, which attend their

prefent

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 16¢

prefent Syftem, and render it one of the moft
milchievous, as well as ridiculous Schemes that
ever difgraced the reafoning Faculties of human
Nature.

OBJECTION IIL

« WuaTever Difficuities in Theory may be

« fuppofed to attend the Idea of a Contralt
« gftually [not virtually] {ubfifting between
« Prince and People; the Fatt itfelfis fo decifive
« in Favour of an affual Contrafl, that the bare
 mentioning of it, with its concomitant Cir-
<« cumftances, is enough to filence any Plea, or
“ Pretence to the contrary. For Example,—
“ even among the moft unenlightened Nations,
<« whether ancient, or modern, it is remarkable,
¢ that the Powers and Prerogatives of their
¢ Kings and Leaders were very limited, and cir-
« cumfcribed.— Sometimes extending little far-
¢ ther, than was juft neceffary for the carrying
“ on a War, or conduting an Expedition with
« Secrecy and Succefs ;—at other Times con-
“ fifting of but little more than a bare Sufficiency
“ to aft the Part of powerful Judges and Medi-
“ ators in civil Difputes;—and at all Times, fo
¢ balanced by counteratting Powers, as never to
““ be, in a legal Senfe, unlimited, or defpotic.
* The Cafe of the antient Gauls, as delcribed by
“ Casar, and of the Germans by Tacitus,
“ ftrongly confirms what is here advanced. To
¢ which
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¢ which we may add that amazing Uniformity of
¢ Government fo vifible in the Feudal Syftem of
¢ the barbarous Nations, which overfpread all
‘“ Europe, and exhibited every where a limited
“ Conftitution.  If we wanted hiftorical Exam-
““ ples of this Sert, our own Country might fur-
“ nifh enough.  For furely thc Mode of obtain-
““ ing the famous Magna Charta here in England,
““and the Hiftory of the Wars between the
“ Houfes of STuarT and DovcLass tn Scotland,
“ afford fuch flagrant Inftances of a limited Mo-
*“ parchy, and a conventional Confitwtion (if I
* may ufe the Term) that more could not poflibly
* be defired, or expe@ied.”

ANSWER.

Trese Objeflors are very unfortunate in ap-
pealing to the Example, or Praflice of unen-
hghtened Nations for Proofs of aétual [not vir-
tual ] Contraéts fubfifting between Prince and
People, if by aftual they fuppole written Con-
trats. For it is hard to conecive, how written
Coniraéls could have been in Ufe among Barba-
rians, before they had learnt to read and write.
But if by aétual the Objeétors mean verbal Con-
trafts, the Difficulty is indeed removed in one
Refpett, and asmuch encreafed in another. For
it exceeds even the Powers of Credulity itfelf to
believe, That the Prince of any Country entered
snto a verbal, and perfonal Comra@ with every

enc
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one of his Subjetts,—or even with the thoufandth
Part of them, if his Territories were at all popu-
fous and extended.  And yet there certainly is
fucha Thing as an implied Covenant [I fay im-
plied, not expreffed] between every Prince, and
every Subjett throughout his Dominions, be the
People many, or few in Number, and his Em-
pire great or finall.  For every Truft implies a
Covenant, or Condition of fome Kind, or other,
according to the Nature of the Cafe; and there-
fore thefe Trufts may with great Propriety be
termed Quafi Contrafls. Somuch asto this Part
of the Objettion.—~Necd any Thing more be
added ?

Tue other Part of the Objeftion is, * That

“ all the Kingdoms in Europe, ercfled on the
*“ Bafis of the Feudal Syftem, were limited Mo-
“ narchies.” Granted: For the Faét was really
fo.—But what Inference can be deduced from
this Circumftance ?—Not furely, that thefe Li-
mitations arofe cither from writien Contrafls, or
from verdal Covenants, and perfonal Conferences
made with each Individual, or even with the
Majority of the Individuals of any of thefe States;
[ becaule thefe Things have been proved already
to be impoffible :]—But they arofe from the
ariftocratical Power of the Heads of Tribes, or
the Chieftains of Clans and Families, who in
their military Expeditions, afled a Part more like
that of Allies and Confederates with the Com-
mander
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mander in Chief, than as his own proper Sub-
jetis: And who therefore, on the Divifion of the
conquered Country, got fo much Territory, and
fuch Royaltie: and Jurifdiétions to be allotted to
themfelves, that they were all a Species of little
Kings, each on his own Domain.

GranTine therefore tothefe Obje&tionsevery
Thing they afk ;—nay granting much more ,—
granting, I fay, that the Heads of T«ibes, and
Chicfs of Clans of all the barbarous Nations of
Antiquity, and more efpecially of Gaul and Ger-
many, eletted their Kings by unanimous Confent ;
—and that they bound them down to what Terms
they pleafed ;—ftill the Queftion will return,
Who eletted thefe Heads and Chiefs ?~- And
what Right of fair and unconfirained Delegatior
had they to a&t for others, as well as for them-
{felves ? —— In fafl, if the Chiefs of each Tribe,
or Clan were not eletted by unanimous Confent,
—nay if they were not clefted at all, What have
we gained, by proving, That the Heads of thefe
Iittle Societies took great Care, that they them-
felves thould be the only Tyrants >—Now, there
1s, I believe, not the leaft Veftige either in Czsar,
orTacriTus, or any other ancient Author, thatthe
Individuals of each Tribe, or Clan, met together
for Ele&lion of an Head, or Chief, in Cafe of a
Vacancy.—No ; thefe Chitftains a&led on a quite
contrary Principle refpetting their own Power ;
—inaimuch as they confidered, that they had an

in-
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inherent and a natural Right to rule over their
own Tribes, Clans, or Vaflals, tho’ none had
fuch a Right to rule over them.—Confequently
all the Parade about the Reftraints and Limita-
tions laid on the Power of Kings, according to
the Gothic Conftitution, and during the Con-
tinuance of the Feudal Syftem, ends at laft in
this, That the Kings were bound, but the Nobles
were free. — A Sample and Illuftration of
which Kind of regal Submiffion, and of Arifto-
cratical Exaltation, we have, or lately had, in
the Gothic Conftitution of that fertile but un-
happy Kingdom of Poland. Nay more. the
Hiftory of Magna-Charta itfelf is a firiking
Proof, and Confirmation of this Point. For the
Barons of England, in that Struggle with King
Jonx, did not fight in Defence of the general Li-
berties of the People of England, but for the
particular Prefervation and Continuance of their
own Domination over their Vaflals. And at the
laft, what little was granted to the People in, and
by that Charter, [little, I mean, in Comparifon
to the Liberties they have fince enjoyed] was
obtained by the King himfelf, not only without
the Affiftance, but even contrary to the Good-
Will and Approbation of his Barons. For when
he faw himfelf in danger of being ftript of fo
much feudal Power, which of Courfe would
firengthen his Enemies in Proportion as it

weakened
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weakened himfelf,* he obliged ther to part wi b
fome of their exorbitant Claims, in I'avour of
their Vaflals, according as they had compell?d
him to do the like in Favour of themfelves. The
Motives of his A8tion, it muft be eonfefled, were
not the purcft, nor the moft patriotic. But never-
thelefs the People in gencral reaped the Benefit.
And thus it came to pafs, that the Mafs of the
People of England. by a lucky Concurrence of
Circumftances, and without any intentional Ef-
forts of their own, got confiderably by that fa-
meus Struggle. and thereby laid the happy Foun-
dation of their future Greatnc(s.

* It was a great Mftake in a late noble Authorto affert, That
the Army of the Barons at Running-Mcad was an Affembly of
thePeople, demanding a Reflitution of thexrvaghts from a ty-
rannical Prince. No. The Faft was juft the co‘mmry.
For it wasthis tyrannical Prince, who took the People’s Par.t,
even whilft they themfelves were ignorant of. the Matter, in
ordes to raife a Power towards counxer-ba.kmm'ng the Arnifto-
cracy of his great Barons. 1 amcredibly informed, T]}w:
there is a Copy now extant of the very Magna-Chzfm, which

the Barons intended fhould have pafled, had their Plan fuc-

ceeded in all Refpedls, in which there are none, or next to
none cf thofe great Advantages in Favsue of the ?u[k of tb_e

People, which the real Magna-Charta now contains. But it
was hardly poffible for them to withftand the Foree of that Ar-

gument urged by the Royal Pasty, [and ﬁﬁm?o inthe Preﬁ::-xce
of their own Vaflals, then in Arms for their Sakes,} which
was to this Effe®:----¢¢ Asyou, who are the Vaflals of_ the
e Crown, demand fuch and fuch Conceflions fronryour Prince,
s« you mufk grant the like Conceflions to your own Va'ﬂ'ats, to

e be inferted in the fame Magna-Charta.”e——8eg particularly

the 69th Claufe of Magna-Chasta.

Now
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Now after having faid fo much in regard o
England, we may be allowed to be very brief in
refpett to Scotland: For moft undoubtedly,
neither the great Houfe of Dovcras, in all thewr
Civill Wars with the Crown, mor any of the
Lords in the Lowlands, nor Chieftains in the
Highlands harboured fo much asa With to have
their Power abridged over their refpe@tive Clans,
Vallals, and Dependents, by their Attempts to
abridge the Power of the Crown over themfelves.
As foon therefore thould I believe that the fate
Mr. Bezckrorp of famous, and patriotic Me-
mory, in his Vociferation for Liberty, intended
to fet the wretched Slaves on his numerous Plan-
tations in Jamaica free, as I could fuppofe,
that a Gothic Baroa meant to part with his Power
over his own Vaflals and Dependents, when he
contended to abridge the regal Power over him-
felf, and his Fellow Barons. And were the
Planters in Jamaica to imitate their Brethren on
the Continent, by fetting up an intire Indepen-
dence [Would to God, that not only they
but all the Leeward-Iflands were to do the like !
---And that England had the Wifdom and good
Senfe to permit them to do it "] Were, 1 fay,
thele Planters, to fet up an independent Govern-
ment, and to eleft a King of their own,---there
is no Doubt to be made, but that they would tie
up his Majefty’s Hands as much as poflible, and
make him little more than a Cypher ;---at the
fame Time, that they would expeét 1o ke at ful]

Libcrty
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Liberty themfelves to whip and fcourge, and
torture their poor Negroes, according to theit
own brutal Will and Pleafure. Nay, itis very
obfervable. that the moft eminent Republican
Writers, fuch as Locke, Frercuer of Saltown,
and Rousseau himfelf, pretend to juftify the
making Slaves of others, whilft they are plead-
ing fo warmly for Liberty for themlelves. And
what is ftill more extraordinary, the greateft
American Champions for the unalienable Right
of Mankind, one the Generalifimo of the Re-
publican Army, and the other lately the Prefi-
dent of the Congrefs, have thewn by their own
Example, that they have no Objettions againft
Slavery, provided they fhall be free themfelves,
and have the Power of enflaving others: For
Mr. Wasnincton, I am credibly informed,
has feveral Slaves now on his Plantations, and
Mr. Lawrens got his Fortune by atting as
a Kind of Broker in the Slave Trade, buying
and felling his Fellow-Creatures on Commuffion.

OBJECTION 1V,

“ One plain Matter of Fatt is better than a
“ thoufand Arguments fpun out of the Cobwebs
* of Metaphyfics. And therefore the fureft
* Way, in all Cafes of Difpute, is to recur to
* the Fountain-Head, if we can; which in the
“ prefent Cafe we may ealily do, by appealing

“ to an eftablithcd Cuflom among the Savages
of
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“ of America. For it is an hiftorical Fa&, uni-
“ verfally acknowledged, that the Individuals in
¢ each of their Tribes live in a Statc of abfuiute
“ Freedom and Equality among themfelves, in
 Times of Peace, without Subordination. Jurif-
“ diclion, or Legiflation of any Kind: And that
“ they only att in Concert, and fubmit to fome
“Kind of Authority during a War. When
‘¢ that is over, the Power of their Chief. or Leader
¢ ceafes of Courfe; and each returns to his ori-
“ginal Equality and Independence. Here
“ therefore we have the fulleft Proof, and the
¢ cleareft Illuftration of the diftin& Exiftence of
¢ the two Societies above-mentioned, namely,
“ of that natural Society which is founded on the
“ Attrattions of inftinftive Love,~ and of that
“ political Union, which arifes from Fear, which

“ operates by Confent, and is grounded on aéfuat
¢ Compatt.”

ANSWER.

Isit fair, juft, or reafonable, That any of
the peculiar Cuftoms of this favage People, [with
whofe Hiftory natural, moral, or political we are
very little acquainted] fhould be urged in the
prefent Debate, as Patterns of, or Examples to,
the reft of Mankind? Before America was ever
difcovered, we had the Cuftoms and Manners of
almoft all Europe, Afia, and Africa, to defcant
upon ;—a Field, one would have thought, large

enough
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enough for every Theory of Government, and
for all poffible Inveftigations of Civil Society,
without having Recourfe to another Part of the
World, which was difcovered but as Yeflerday.
And now itis in * Partdifcovered, we have the
Mortification to find, that the original Natives,
far from being the Ornament, are almoft univer-
fally the Difgrace of Human Nature ;— as having
many Defefts and Vices peculiar to themfelves,
with few, or no Virtues and Exccllencies to coun-
terbalance them.  Surely then, our modern Pa-
triots, and zealot Republicans might have fpared
both themfelves and us the Trouble of going into
this Part of the World in Search after Models of
Government worthy of Imitation.

Bur neverthelefs, as our Adverfarics, after
having been defeated every where elfe, have
chofen to entrench themfelves on this Spot, and

* See Dr. ROBERTSON's excellent and impartial Hiftory of
America, Vol. I. Book IV. viz. Condition and Charalter of
the Americani, Pages 281—409. I myfelf have heard Monf.
CONDAMINE at Paris confirming almoft all the Particulars
mentioned in thefe Pages. He added likewife one Circum-
ftance, which I ought not to omit: Speaking of the Indians
in the Empires of Mexico and Perx, whom the Spaniards had
converted to Chriftianity for feveral Generations paft. ¢ They
« make, fays he, excellent Catholics; for they are charmed
¢« with the Pomp and Ceremonies of Religion, and newer
< think. Indeed it appears to me, that they are incapable of
<« tmuch Thought: For they are Children all their Lives.—
s« Toujonrs Enfans.”

to
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to fet us at Defiance, let us not avoid the Combat
even on their own Ground, and let us not defpair
of being able to wreft the Tomahoc, their fa-
vourite Weapon, out of their Hands,

Now all that we know of America, relative to
the prefent Subje&t, feems to be this, That the
far greater Part of the Native Indians [Indians
I mean, as they were formerly, before their
Subjettion, or thofe at prefent, who are not in
Subjettion to any European Power] may be di-
vided into three different Ranks, or Clafles, mere
Savages,—half Savages.—and almoft civilized. 1
do not mention thefe Diftin&ions, or Clafles, as
accurate Definitions, according to logical Rules,
but as Defcriptions of Men, and Manners fuffic
ciently exatt for our prefent Purpofe.

To begin therefore with thofe in the moft
perfect State of American Society, whom 1 call
atmost civirizep. The Reafon of giving
them this Denomination is, becaufe they had a
permanent Government, Legiflation, and Jusife
dilion of their own before the Spanifk Con-
quefts, and enjoyed many Bleflings to which the
reft of the Natives of that vaft Country were
almoft Strangers. Thefe were the Subjefls of
the two great Empires of Mexico and Pery.
The Queftion therefore is, How were thefe
Empires formed? Did they arife from the
atual and exprefs Confent [1 do not fay, each

Individual,
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Individual, but even of] the Majority of the
Individuals, who compofed them? Or were
thefe Empires owing to fome other Caufe or
Caufes ?—The Empire of Mexico, it muft be
owned, before MonTtezuma’s Ufurpation, was
a lmited Conftitution: and therefore here. if
any where, we may expett to find that {olemn
League and Covenant between the Sovereign and
all his Subjefls, which we have been fo long
fearching after. But alas! here hkewife we
muflt be prepared to meet with a Difappoint-
ment. For the Reftraints and Limitations laid
upon the Emperors did not arife from any Com-
patt folemnly entered into between the So-
vereign and the People, or the Mafs of the
People, or even any Reprefentatives chofen by
the Pcople,—but from the Ariftocratical Power of
the Nobles, or Princes of the Empire ;—who,
like the Barons of the Gothic Conftitution in
Europe, chofe to have no other Tyrants than
themfelves: And that their *Tyranny was very
great is beyond a Doubt. Granting therefore,
for Argument’s Sake, that fome folemn Conven-
tion had paffed between the Emperor and the
mighty Princes of his Empire, whereby he was
bound to obferve certain Conditions f{tipulated

* See RoserTson’s Hiftory of dmerica, Vol. I. Book 7,
concerning the State of the Mexicar Empire before the Inva-
fion of the Span.ards.---See alfo the fame concerning the State
of the Empire of Peru.

between
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between them,—ftill the Queftion returns again,
Who elefted thefe Princes, alias great Mexican
Barons? And what focial Compatt had they to
fhew for exercifing any Authority whatever,
much lefs defpotic Authority, over their refpec-
tive Slaves, and numeroys Dependents ? Or,
are we to {uppofe, that thefe Slaves and Vaffals
firft met to ele€t their refpetive Mafters, and
then told them, “ We prefcribe fuch and fuch
“ Terms to you; and then you may, if you pleafe,
* prefcribe the like to your Mafter the Emperor?”
Something like this muft certainly be made to
appear, before thefe Cafes can be allowed to be
any Kind of Confirmation of the Lockian Syftem.
In the mean Time, I will bringa Cafe in Point
which is a decifive Proof of the contrary in ﬁmi:
lar Circumftances. The King of Bokemia, for
Example, and the Marquefs of Brandenburgh (at
War with each other inthe Year 1777) are the
two greateft EleCtors in the German Empire ; the
former of whom was likewife chofen Emperor a
few Years before ; and the latter is better known
by the Stile and Title of the King of Pryfia.
Now there are extant Volumes of Imperial Bulls
and Capitulars, which plainly fhew, that the Elec-
tors have reduced the Powers and Prerogatives of
the Emperor to little more than a Shadow. But
wha? Benefits or Advantage can the opprefled
Subjeas of Brandenburgh, and of Bohemia, de-
rive from thefe Limitations? And do the poor
Peafants, and other Vaffals of either of thefe

greag
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great Princes dare to fay, “ Youhave no Right
“ to reign over us, but what we voluntarily gave
¢ you by fuch and fuch A&s of our Affemblies?
« And thercfore we will limit your Power over
“ ys, in the fame Manner, as you Jimit the Power
“ of the Emperor over you?” Dare they fay
thefe Things ? Orindeed can they fay with Truth,
that cither the Bokemians, or the Brandenburghers
did ever cle&t the Houfes of Auflria, or Bran-
denburgh to be their refpe@ive Savereign Lords
and Mafters ?

BuT to return: The great Empire of Peru
comes the next under our Confideration.  And
we read, that Manco €arac, and his Confore
Mana Ocorro, were the Founders of it, by
making the People believe, that they were the
Children of the Sun: Which illuftrious Pedigree.
and imperial Title, the Incas, their Succeflors,
laid Claim to ever after.  Now a rank Republi-
can may, if he pleafes, {py out afocial Compg&
even here: For he may aflert, with his wlual
€onfidence, that the Peruvians firft met together
in Congrefs, and after folemn Debate, and im-
partially ferutinizing the Matter, allowed the
Proofs to be valid, which Maxco and his Con-
fort there exhibited of their lineal Delcent from
that glorious Luminary; and recognized their
Title to the Empire. Formy Part, Ican difcern
mothing like a focial Contratt between equal, and
mdependent Beings, in the Formation of .thls

Empire :
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Empire : But I can fee plainly ¢nough, that
Manco ufed, what may be called a pious Fraud,
as Minos, Numa, and Lycurcus had done
before him, in the like Circumftances. Al
which Examples evidently prove, that thefe Le-
giflators were confcious to themfelves, that their
Plans even of doing Good, and of being of Ser-
vice to Mankind, would have mifcarried, had
they trufted only to the Confent of the People,
convened together 4 la Monfiewr Locx e, and had
they not had Recourfe to Meafures of a very dif-
terent Nature, by availing themfelves of the Po-
pular Ignorance and Superftition.

So much as to the firft Clafs of original 4-
mericans, the almoft civilized.

Tue next is, the half Savages. Now thefe
People may be fo termed, becaufe they were in
a Kind of Medium State, between the more
refined Inhabitants of the great Empires of Mex-
ico, and Peru, and the grofs Savages of the
Woods and Deferts.  They had a Property in
Lands and Goods, and confequently fome Sort
of Induftry, together with a Species of Legifla-
tion and Jurifdi@tion within themfelves. The
Countries, in which they principally dwelt, were
Florida, and along the Banks of Miflffipz, fome
Part of the great Continent, and particularly a
Diftri€t called Bagota, Hifpaniola, Cuba, and all
the greater Iflands: Of whom in general one

{triking
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firiking Obfervation may be made; that they
had noble Families among them, who enjoyed
hereditary Honours, and were poflcfled of am-
ple Patrimonies, Dignities, and Prerogatives,
which they tranfmitted from Father to Son,
without any atual Conlfent, or Ele&tion of the
People. Now whether thefe diltinguithed
Perfonages [Some of whom claimed alfo to be
defcended from the Sun, like the Incas of Peru]
Whether, I fay, thefe great Perfonages, and
Heads of their refpeftive Tribes, Clans, or
Vaffals, ought to be called Chicftains, or Princes,
or Kings, is very immaterial, and nothing to
the Purpofe. Evident cnough it 1s, let them be
called by what Namc you pleafe, that neither
they; nor the Pcople over whom they prefided,
ever dreamt of a focial Compatt, as the Foun-
dation of their hereditary Power and Pre-emi-
nence.  Whether therefore their Fore-fathers
acquired this Afcendency, and thefe Prercga-
tives, by Means of a certain Supcriority of na-
tural Endowments [according to the Suppofition
of “the foregoing Chapter] which clevated them
above the reft of their Species,—Or whether by
Virtue of a patriarchal, regular Defcent, or by
what other unknown Means, is not worth the
Inquiry; fince it is obvious, that the Mecrits of
the Caufc cannot turn on thefe Points, that all
of them are equally repugnant to the Lockian
Hypothefis of Contratts and Conventions.

However,
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However, we may from hence tahe Occa-
fion to make one very uleful Remark, that the
Antiquity of {fome Familics, and the Refpeét
and Veneration every where fhewn tham i
another diftinét Proof, that Mr. LockE aud i
Followers had not fufficiently ftudied human
Nature, when they alcribed [at leaft their Ar-
guments, and Train of Reafoning tend to
afcribe] the generul Pre-eminence of fome Fa-
milies over others to Contraéts, Covenants, and
Conventions. For it is not confiftent with any
Degree of common Senfe to fuppofe, that the
Dignity and Elevation of fome Families. and
the fervile Condition and mcan Eftate of others,
ever were, or ever could be fettled by the mu-
tual Confent of all Parties concerned. who met
together in Congrefs for that Purpofe ;—each of
them equal to, and all independent one of
another.  Moreover, what makes this Affair
{till the more extraordinary is, that fuch Refpeét
paid to Family-Antiquity is greateft, by far, in
thofe Countries, whofe Inhabitants are the
leaft removed from the original State of Nature.
In rich Countries, for Example, fuch as England
and Holland, the Honour of a long Pedigree is
much leffened to what it formerly was, in Pro-
portion as Riches and Opulence have encreafed
among the People: In Scotland and Ireland it
{4l retains its Influence in the poorer Parts, but
is evidently lofing Ground in the 7icker, accord-
ing as Manufattures and Commerce have begun

tQ
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to fpread. In France, the Influcnce of Family
is ftill confiderable; in Germany much more,
and in Hungary, Poland, Mofcory, &c. the
moft of all.

Now, what fhall we fay to thefc Things? For
the Faé is really fo, reafon how you p}eafc upon
it: And therefore, whether this Notion of an-
tient Blood is well, or ill fupported in particular
Cafes, ftill as it is generally fo prevalent through-
out the World, we ought, [think, to conclude,
that it hath its Foundation in human Nature ;
Providence gracioufly intending to ftimulate us to
great and good Aétions, and to prevent us from
doing any Thing bale and unworthy of our A.nce.f-
tors. At the fame Time, as fuch a Predileétionin
Favour of what is not properly our own, isliable
to great Abufe, we ought to be the more watch-
ful in guarding againft the Abufes and Perver-

fions of it.

Havinc faid thus much, I leave it to every
Reader to determine, towards which Extreme,
that of paying too great,—or too.littlc a De-
ference to the Antiquity of Family, and the
Notions of high Blood, we of this Age and Coun-
try are leaning moft at prefent.—For my own
Part, I make no Secret of declaring, that had I
now the Option, whether I would chufe to obey
the Powers that be, or thofe that wi/h to e, 1

fhould have a mortal Averfion againft fubmitting
to
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to the upfltart Sway of an Apawms, or a Lav-
RENS, or of any other of that Tribe. And Ex-
pericnce hath taught us long ago, that fuch Sort
of newly exalted Beings grow to be the moft info-
lent of Men, and prove the worft of Tyrants.

Bur to return: It is faid, that befides thefe
Ariftocratical, or Patriarchal Governments in
America, there were others fubfifting [that of the
Thlafcallans in particular] which bore a nearer
Refemblance to a Republic, than to any other
Form. But even of Republicks, there are fo
many different Species, that it is hard to fay, to
which of our European Common-Wealths, the
American could be fuppofed to bear the neareft
Refemblance. Suffice it therefore to obferve
once for all, that neither in the old, nor in the
new world, in antient, or in modern Times,
was there ever, as far as appears, any one Re-
public, which was hiterally democratical, in the
Lockian Senfe of the Word, For even at Gene-
va, the moft popular of all Governments,
which I can think of, a Moiety at leaft of the
Male and adult Inhabitants [not to mention Fe-
males, and Male Youths] are excluded from
giving Suffrages by the Conflitution of the Place:
—Nonc but Citizens being permitted to enjoy
that Privilege; mere Commorantes, and So-
Journers, though of ever fo long ftanding, and
Natives of the Place, being all excluded. And
were
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were we to mount up into high Antiquity, and
ranfack the moft celebrated Republics of Greece,
for Proofs and Illuftrations of this Matter, we
fhould find that their Exclufions and Rejettions
weie {till greater,

Havinc now, it is to be boped, had to-
lerable Succefs in this Part of our American
Warfare, let us at laft have the Courage to face
that fell Monfter himfelf with his Scalping Knife ;
the MErE Savack ;—of whom we have heard
fo much from Mr. Locke, and all his Follow-
ers, that in Times of Peace he bravely difdains
all Subordination, becaufe he is duly fenfible of
of his natural Rights, and (to ufe Dr. PriEst-
Ly’s emphatic Words) feeling his own Impor-
tance, he confiders himfelf as fully equal to any
other Perfon whatever.

Werr: The Scalping Knife, if you pleafe.
we will here lay afide, as having nothing to do
with fuch an Inftrument in this Difpute : Nor
yet need we defcrbe the canibal Feafts which thefe
celebrated, independent Beings ufed to make on
their Prifoners, after having roafted them alive.
For as Mr. Lockk and all his Followers not only
allow but even infift, that the Savages generally e-
le& a Chicf, and fubmit to his Authority during a
War butreturnto their original Equality after it is

over,—our Bufinefs is to find out, if we can, how
it
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it comes to pafs, that they live in a State of ab-
folate Independance, and without the Controul
of Authority in Times of Peace ;—thofe very
Times, when the Advantages arifing from Go-
vernment and Law would have been produ&tive of

the moft Good, and the leaft Evil, both to them-
felves, and others.

Now, in order to profecute this Inquiry in
fuch a Manner as would bring us the neareft to
the Truth. we ought to compare thefe human
Beings with others of their Kind. in every Point
which can give us any Light. For by fo doing,:
we have a better Chance of difcovering the real
Caufe of this furprifing Phanomenon, this grand
Omiffion of a Civil Government for Ages bupon
Ages ;—after thereft of the World, all Nations
People, and Languages, had eftablithed on;
every where, of fome Kind, or other. If, for
Example, this capital Defeét is, ina great Mea-
fure, owing to fome radical Weaknefs, or Im-
becility in the corporeal and mental Powers, or
moral Tempers of this fingular Peoplc,—it’is a
Difeafe the more difficult to be cured, in Propor-
t%on as it proceeds from thofe natural Imperfec-
tions, which human Art and Infiru&ion may
corrett in fome Degree, but cannot totally re-
move. But then, if this be the Cafe. furely the
Locxrans have not dealt very ingenuoufly by

us,
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us, in holding forth this defective Race, as a
Sample of the Progenitors of other Men in their
original State of Nature: And the Inferences
and Conclufion, which they draw from this In-
fiance of the American Savages, muft pafs for
nothing.

1/2. BoprLy Constitutions: We will be-

gin with thefe, becaufe all Men, as well as
Rousseau, are led almoft naturally to fuppofe.
that a Savage is a brawny Creature, healthy, vi-
gorous, and long lived.  His fimple Diet, his
Way of Life, and continual Exercife in the open
Air ;—and above all his happy Ignorance of the
Delicacies, Luxuries, and Debaucheries of po-
pulous Towns and Cities, {feem to indicate, that
Ee muft have a Conflitution fuch, or nearly fuch
as here defcribed.  How great therefore is our
Difappointment, when we arc informed by the
united Voice of Hiftory, that the Savages of
America arc in general, a loofe-jointed, and
weakly Race of Men, frequently afflified with
various Kinds of Difcafes, and the leaft capable
of under-going any Degree of hard, and confiant
Labour, of any Human Creatures upon Earth:
And moreover, that they are, in general, very
far from being long-lived. Add to this, that
their beardlefs Faces, and fmooth Skins betray
evident Symptoms of a cold Habit, and a lax
Frame; inafmuch as they are deftitute of the

ufuat
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ufual Signs and Charafteriftics of Vigour and Ro-
buftnels in other Men. All this is furely
ominous at firft fettingout:  And yet every Tittle
of it is true.  Multitudes of Authorities might
here be adduced to corroborate thefe Points,
But I fhall content mylelf with two, both of
which for their Singularity, and for the Opening

th(;ty give to various Speculations, eclipfe all the
reft.

THF firlt is, the total Ineptitude of the Sa-
vages in general for Labour and Toil.

Every European Nation, which in their
Wars with the native Indians has taken any of
them Prifoners, hath attempted to make them
work ; but to very little Purpofe. For after
repeated Trials, and after ufing them {moothly
as well as roughly, it has been found, that tht;
weakly Frame of an Jndian would fink under
that Portion of Labour, which was no more
than Exercife to another Man. An old Planter
from South Carolina told me about 35 Years
ago, that the Carolinians being at War with a
Tribe of Indians, had made the Experiment on
fon.le of their Prifoners; and found this Obfer-
vation to be ftriftly true. “ It appears to me,
““ faid he, that the Indians have the Agility of a
* Bealt of Prey, but not the Strength of a Beatt of
“ Burden. They are light and nimble, and can

‘“ march
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« march at a valt Rate for two or three Days;
« provided they have no heavy Burdens to
¢ carry: They can alfo fubfift without V ituals
« for as many Days, and perhaps longer, by
« drawing their Belts clofer and clofer.  But
¢« here ends all their Excellence. For when
“ you take them out of this fauntring Life, and
¢« put them to any Kind of Labour, their Spirits
« droop, and they foon die.” Now, this ftrange
Debility of Body was the very Circumftance,
which gaverife to that moft inhuman Cuftom of
making Slaves of the Negroes of 4frica, inorder
to fparc the dAmericans:—of which deteftible
Praftice the Engli/h, thofe profefled Patrons, and
Guardians of the unalienable Rights of Mankind,
are, alas! morc guilty than any Nation un-
der Heaven: For they carry on a greater Slave-
Trade than any others.

Las Casas, the Dominican Miffionary, after-
wards Bifhop of Chiapa, was the firlt who began
this Pra&tice. And what isreally aftonithing, he
began it from a good Motive. Shocked at the
prodigious Numbers of native Americans, who
were falling Vi€tims to the Cruelty of the Spani-
ardsin Mexico and Peru, by being made to work
beyond their Strength, he conceived a Plan for
hiring robuft Labourcrs from Old Spain. But
the Landed Intereft both of the new, and theold
World violently oppofed this Scheme, through

different
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different Motives ; — the former, left their Coun-
try fhould be drained of its ufeful Hands by fuch
prodigious Emigrations; and the latter, lef’t they
thould be obliged to give up that Power over
tae Natives, which they had fo unjuftly ufurped,
and of which they bad made an Ufe barbarous,
and cruel beyond Example. Being therefore
fiefeated in this Proje&t. he conceived another,
in which he had nonc of his former Antagonifts
to oppofe him :—Nay, unhappily for Mankind

he found them ready enough to join him; as foor;
as they perceived that his Scheme was pra&ticable

and attended with much Profit and Advantage;
That was, To purchafe Slaves on the Coaf’:of
Africa, and tranfport them to America. And
thus it came to pafs, that this mifguided Zcalot
!)ecame the Author of that very Slavery, of thofe
mnumerable Murders, and Calamities to Millions
and Millions of his Fellow-Creatures born on one
Part of the Globe, which he was endeavouring
to prevent, and exclaiming againft, in another.
—As 1f the black Inhabitants of Africa had not
as gooda Title to Life, and Liberty, as the cop-
per-coloured Natives of America, or even the
Whites of Europe.

Tue other Thing remarkable is the
: s 1ckl)
Halit of thefe Indians. Indeed a fickly I:IC‘ ity
and a weak and tender Frame, are very of'ter;
both the Caufe and Effe@ of each other, But,

to
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to pafs over this, let it be oblerved, that there
were various Diforders to which the Savages were
fubje@ from their Mode of Living. ~ For not
having that conftant Supply of Food, which is tf’
be found in a civilized State, by Means of Agn-
culture, and regular Markets; but dependmﬁg
altogether on the precarious Events of their
Fifhing, and Hunting Expeditions, they fome=
times abounded, and then they gorged moft vo-
racioufly, eating their Fith and Meat almoft raw:
At other Times they fuffered great Want, and
were forced to faft for feveral Days. Hence
Palfies, Pleurifies, Confumptions, and all othe'r
Difeafes, which date their Origin from Indi-
geftions, Repletions, and Inanit.ions, were very
rife among them.  Not to mention that t.emble
Malady, which once was peculiar to America. but
now is diffufed over every Part of the Globe, to
the fartheft Part of Siberia, and Tariary. [.See
the Abbé Crarpe’s Account of his Journey into
Siberia.] But what is ftranger ftill, }hefe Difeafes,
and others of the fame Stock. continued to make
Havock among feveral of them, even after they
had altered their former Modes of Living ( at lc?aﬁ
in Part) by their Converfion to (?hrl{’.tlanlty,
thro’ the indefatigable Zeal of the Fefuit Miffiona-
ries of Paraguay.

MuRATORY
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MuraTtor1™® isthe Author to whom I appeal
on this Occafion: And his Teftimony is the more
to be depended on, as he is reputed not only a
very faithful and exa Hiftorian, but alfo as he
particularly endeavoured in this Treatife, to fet
forth the Contraft in the ftrongeft Point of Light,
between the Indians of Pargguay in their con-
verted, and unconverted State. His Words
are thefe: ¢ Hitherto it has been impoffible to
“ moderate their ravenous Appetites. Cuftom,
“and a craving Stomach, which has a great
“ Power over them, have prevailed conflantly
¢ againft all the Inftru&tions they have had, with
“ regard to the Advantages for the Prefervation
“ of Health: And fo they continue to eat with-
“out Moderation.—This Irregularity is the
* Caufe of many Infirmities, that defcend from
“ Father to Son. What is worfe, the Indians,
* when indifpofed, cannot take the leaft Care
“ of themfelves. A Redu€tion [Thisis a Name
given to a2 Number of Savages converted to
Chriftianity by the Miffionaries, and incorpo-
rated in one Politico-Ecclefiaftical Community]
" of feven or eight Thoufand Souls is eftcemed
“ very happy, that has only two Hundred fick
“at once, or reduced to keep their Beds.”

* MuraToRrr's Relation of the Miffions of Paraguay. The
Engl/k Tranflation printed for J. MaRMADUKE, 1759.

P. 101---102.
Now
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Now, I fay, this Circumftance 1s a verv
ftrangc one, and not to be accounted for ac-
cording to the common Viciffitudes of Healwn,
and Sicknels here in Europe.  For even in thole
Sinks of Vice, Debauchery, and Difeafe. Lon-
donand Paris, there hardly ever is an Inftance.
unlefs during the Violence of fome epidemi-
cal Diftemper, that out of a Parith confifting of
feven or eight Thoufand Souls, two Hundred
of them, at an Avcrage, arc always fick, and
obliged to keep their Beds. And were we to
comparc this American Account, with the Bills
of Health of our large and populous Parifhes in
Country Towns and Villages, we fhould find
that there are not fisty Perfons always fick, out
of eight Thoufand, taking the whole Year to-
gether. Thus much as to the Bodily Confletutzons
of thefe poor miferable People.

Ix refpedt to the INTELLECTUAL Powers of
thefe Savages,—very narrow and confined they
are, according to the Relation of all Hiftorians.
MuraTor: obferves, ¢ That the Indians, be-
«« fore they were taught Chriftianity, had no
«« Word to fignify any Number above four: If
« they would fignify five, they held up one
« Hand, if ten, both: To exprefls twenty, they
« pointed to both hands and feet : Any number
« above twenty was exprefled by 2 generical

« Word, that fignified many. They could not
diftinguifh
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“* diftinguifh a Number of Years, Perfons, or
¢ Things, that fhould be told exa€ily. But ;)ow
* they learn Arithmetic from their Infancy.
¢ Noristhis all: On Sundays, after Diville—Se}-
“ vice, the Numeration-Table is repeated to the
s Peeplc in the Church, that the Indians may
“ retain better what they learned in their
* Infancy.”—Surely a more convincing Proof
flecd not be given of a flow and dull Underftand-
ing, than what is here mentioned. Indeed Dr.
Roserrsox takes Notice, that the very Negroes
c.onﬁder themielves as a Race of Men much ?upfu-
rior to the Indians in Point of mental Endou;-
:flents ; and therefore treat them with no fmall
Scorn on that Account. In fhort the original
Natives can hardly be faid to difcover cid:)cr a
fertile Genius, or a folid Judgment, in any thing
they either fay or do :—At the fame Time, thata
they are remarkable for Patience, and Perfeve-
rence almoft invincible in profecuting fuch things
as they have undertaken to accomplith, be thiy:
what they may. But the worlt Part of their
Charatler is yet to come,— Namely,

1f},—Their Want of Tendernefs, Sy )
Affection ; of efs, Sympathy, and

2dly,—Their aftonifhing Lazinefs and Improvi-
dence ;

And 3dly,—Their Gloominefs
" inefs, Sullennefs, and

With
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With refpeét to thefirft Clafs of thefe bad Qua-
lities, all Hiftorians agree, without one Excep-
tion. that the Savages in general are very crucl
and vindi&tive, full of Spite and Malice ; and
that they have little, or no Fellow-feeling for the
Difirefles even of a Brother of the fame Tribe,—
and none at all, no not a Spark of Benevolence
towards the diftrefled Members of an hoftile
Tribe. But the Miffionaries, to their eternal
Praife be it fpoken, have converted thefe blood-
thirfty, unfeeling Animals, into a very different
Sort of Beings: So that if the Accounts given of
them are true, or evennear the Truth, there can
be hardly a more humane and benevolent People
upon Earth, than the Indian Converts of Para-

guay-

But in Regard to the fecond Clals, namely,
Their Indolence, Lazinefs, and aftonithing Im-
providence, - here alas! it may be afked, Can the
Ethiopian change his Skin, or the Leopard his
Spots ? For with refpett to thefe Evils, the Mif-
fionaries, with all their Zeal and Emulation, with
all their Arts of alluring the Paffions, and captiva-
ting the Imaginations of an ignorant, and ﬁm.ple
People, have not been able to work a radical
Cure ; — if indeed it can be called any Cure at
all. MuraTtort’s Obfervations are very firik-
ing on this Head ; and after him I will refer to
others.

“ A¥TER
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¢« Arrer havingafligned, fays he, (Page 141,)
¢ 2 Parcel of Land, more than fufficient to main-
““ tain each Family, they [the Miffionaries}
¢ diftribute among them the Quantity of Grain
« that is neceflary to fow their Ground, but on
s this Condition, that after Harveft. they fhall
“ bring to the public Stores as much Grain as they
¢ have received, that the common Fund of Seed-
¢ Grain may be always kept up. & Without
¢ this Precaution the Indians would certainly eat
“all their Grain, and leave themfelves even
s without Hopes of another Harveft.

“ Every Family has a Pair, or two of Oxen

“ Jent them for their Hufbandry. 05 If they
¢ were the Property of the Indians, the poor
¢ Animals would foon be paffed all Service. For
¢ it has often happened, that{fome Indians, tofpare
¢ themfelves the daily Trouble of puttingthe Yoke
“ on their Cattle, never took it off. Others would
¢ knock them down, and foon eat them up, with-
“ out giving any Reafon, but that they were hun-
“ gry. Now indeed they are more careful of
“ them, as they are obliged at the Expiration of a
** certain Term, to reftore them in good Plight.
¢ Whatever Care is taken, Provifions are wanted
“ by many about the Mzddle of the Year, either
¢ through Sicknefs, or fome private Misfortune
“ they have fuffered ; or it is owingto their im-
“ prudent Profufion,----To fence againft thefe 1n-
conveniencies
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* convenicncies. they [the Miffionaries] take

“ this Method. Beflides the Lands alligred to

¢« Particulars, there is a confiderable Extent of
“ Ground, the beft, and moft fruitful that they

« can find, which the Indians call Tupambae, that

-~ is, the Pofleffion of God. 'The Management 15

« committed to fome underftanding  laborious

¢« Indians. This is cultivated under their Direc-

“ tion, by the Children of the Redudlion, who
“to the Age of fifteen arc employed in this
«“ Work, and who fupply by their Numbers,

¢ what they want in Sirength— All Grains, Fruit,

“ and Cotton gathered from the Tupanize, are
¢ depofited in the public Granaries and Store-
« Honfes, inorder to be diftributed in the Courle
« of the Yecar to the Sick, the Orphans. the
« Handicraft's Men, who havce no Profit from
« their Labour but being fcd and maintained ac
* the public Coft; ina Word to all fuch asare
“ any Ways difpenfed from Tillage by their Im-
« ployment and Bufinefs, and even to thofe, who
¢ thro” their cwn Niglgence. or fome Calualty
« reach the End of theic Provifions before that of
% the Year.”

¢ Krrrine the Indians in Clothes does not

« require lcfs Atiention.  Were this left to them
« [the converted IndiansT they would foon go naked
“ kke the Savages.” Pages 143, 144, 145. Thus
far Muratort: Towhom we might add Abun-
dance
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dance of other Authorities, were we not appre-
henfive of having been too tedious already. Suf-
fice it therefore, briefly to obferve, from Dr.
Rosrrrsoxn, and other Hiflorians, that this in-
bred I.azinefs, and unaccountable Indolence, fo
vifible threughoutall the original Natives of Ame-
rica, do not arife from the Want of Mementoesof
every Kind, were this Clafs of Men but wife
enough to take the proper Warning. Thus for
Example, the /ndians dwelling in the higher La-
titudes both in North and South America, feel
the Colds, and Frofts, and Snows of Winter, as
lenfible as any People whatever: Indeed per-
haps more fo, as their fmooth Skins are evident
Symptoms of a cold Conftitution : Yet all this is
not enough to teach them to get a Stock of warm
Cloathing in Readinefs, againft the Approach of
cold Weather.  The fame Obfervations may be
made with refpeét to Dwelling. For the return of
every Autumn might put them in Mind, that that¢
1s the Seafon for them to repair their Cabins, and
to make them ftrong, warm, and comfortable,
before the Rains, and Snows fall, and Froft fets
in ;—yet the lazy Indian puts off thefe neceflary
Repairs from Day to Day, ‘till it becomes too
late, or at leaft fo late in the Seafon, that he
cannot do it effe€tually, if he would. In fhort,
he feemsto be incapable of ufing any Forecaft :
For even the Example of the provident, and in-
duftrious Beaver, in a like Situation, tho’ conti-

nually
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nudlly before his Eyes, is loft upon him. Latftly,
if any Teaching could fuffice, refpefing Food,
one would think that the voracious Stomach of an
Indian, and his frequent Difappointments, might
tell him, that it would be much better to culti-
vate fome Spots of Ground near his Cabin, and to
tame fome Animals for domeftic Ufe (which he
mightdo by Way of Amufement and Recreation)
than to depend on the uncertain Events of Fifh-
ing and Hunting, which he knows muft ceafe at
fome Seafons of the Year, and which {o often fail,
that hundreds of Indians are annually obliged to
live on the bad Food of wild Roots, Plants, and
Berries, and even of the moft naufeous Reptiles,
for a confiderable Time, till Death itfclf puts an
End to their Mifery.— Yet alas! plain, and in-
firuftive as this Voice of Nature is, it is incffe€tual
to work a praffical Conviftion on the Minds
of this ftupid, and unthinking People. Nay
more; the Miflionaries themf{elves, who according
to the Faith of the converted Indians, are inveft-
ed with the Keys both of Heaven and Hell, and
can difpenfe either Happinefs or Mifery both in
this Life and the next ;—thefe Miffionaries, I
fay, who have civilized the Savages, and have
wrought great, and happy Changes in them in fe-
veral Refpefts; who are therefore beloved al-
moft to Adoration—yet even they are not able to
woark any tolerable Reformation relpeéling the
capital Points of Lazinefs and Improvidcnc;,

o
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fo deeply rooted in the Contftitution of anIndian:
So that the utmoft they can do, is to palliate an
unhappy, hereditary Diforder, inftead of per-
forming a radical Cure.

Hexce therefore it comes to pafs, that when
the Savages in their natural State, are deftitute of
the Benefit of fuch faithful Monitors, fuch wife
and able Governors, as the Miffionaries have
proved themfelves to be, they frequently kill
their infant Children, becaufe they are not pro-
vided with the Means of rearing them up. Thus
for Inftance, if a Mother fhould die before her
Child is weaned, the Child muft be deftroyed,
there being no Nurfe for it: And then it is bu-
ried in the fame Grave with its Mother. A like
Circumftance happens, when a Woman is deli-
vered of Twins; for one, or other of thefe In-
nocents muft be put to Death, becaufe fhe can-
not rear them both. And as the receivesno Af
{iftance from her Confort, or next to none, to-
wards the Support of their common Offspring
[he on the contrary always ufing her as his
Drudge, and expefling, when he kiils the Game,
even at the Diftance of feveral Miles fronr their
Cabin, that his Squaw fhould go to fetch it
Home.] She herfelf frequently procures Abog-
tion, in order to be freed from the exceflive
Fatigue of rearing up Children, and of providing
for their Suftenance by her own Toil, Nay, we

are
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are informed, that there have been Inftances of
Mothers having murdered their female Infants,
through mere Tendernefs, forefecing the perpe -
tual Mifery to which they would be expoled,
after they were grown up. FYor this, and for
other Reafons it is obfervable, that favage Nations
&% never increale, and multiply like other Men.
Nay more, MurAaTORT, and all the Hiftorians
agree, that when the Savages have been unfuccefl-
ful in their bunting Expeditions, and are ex-
tremely pinched with Hunger, they hunt, kill,
and eat one another. See particularly the Lord
Bifhop of Oxford [Secker’s] Sermon preached
before the Society for propagating the Gofpel.
A. D. 1740-1. Pagc8.

Now, as one Evil follows another, all thefe
horrid Confequences, and perhaps many more,
derive their Origin from that almoft unconquera-
ble Averfion to Labour, which prevails founiver-
fally in this defeétive Race. For were they but
frugal, and induftrious, even in a moderate De-
gree, they might not only prevent thofe Cala-
mities, with which they are often fo grievoully
afflicted, but alfo abound in all the Neceflaries,
and in many of the Conveniencies, and Elegan-
cies of Life. But alas ! induftrious, and provi-
dent they will not be : Indeed their very Natures
feem to be repugnant to it: For we find, that
the Miflionaries themfelves would have failed of

Succefs
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Succefs, had they urged no other than rational
Motives to induce the Indians to Labour; and
then had they left it to their own Choice, whe-
ther they would work, or not, without ufing
any Sort of Compulfion.

Turs being the Cale, can we want a Rcafon,
why Civil Government is not introduced among
the Tribes of Savage Indians®—Yea rather,
might it not be very properly afked, How can
it be introduced among fuch a Sort of People ?
—that is, How can the Expences of Govern-
ment be fupported by a Race of Men, who will
not work enough to fupport themfelves? Be-
fides; Of what Ufe, would it be to them ? For
as to * Property, that great Source of Litiga-

* The Savage Indians occupy no Lands in feweralty: There-
fore there is neither Tillage, nor Planting among them; except
perhaps what their Wives may do in little Spots near their Ca-
bins. In fact, as the whole Country lies open before them, in
the Nature of a great ComMmoN, they hunt and fith where-
ever they pleafe. But tho’ thefe Lands, Woods, and Waters
are confidered as common to all the Individuals of the fame
Tribe ;—yet, in their public Capacity, or as a collettive Body,
they claim an exclufive Right to vaft Tra&s of Country againft
other Tribes. In this refpect they are fo greedy, that perhaps
un Extent of Wafles, Forefls, and Deferts as large as England, is
hardly judged fufficient for a few Hundreds of thefe Vagabonds
to roam about. And it is the Invafion of this [fuppofed}
public Property, which furnithes them with Pretences for their
frequent, bloody, and fcalping Wars: For the better Manage-
ment of which, they ele&t a Chief, or Governor. Hence

tion
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tion among other Men. They have nothing to
contend about ; becaufe they have no Labour,
which is the Foundation of Riches: So that
they are all equal, becaufe equally poor. Hav-
ing thercfore no fpecial Right to Lands, Woods,
or Waters, one more than another, there can
be no Difputes concerning them. And as to
their Wives and Children, the mere Savages
feem to be quite carelefs and indifferent about
fuch Sorts of Chattels. In fhort, their general
Mode of Life is this: They fifh, and bunt
wherever they think it moft likely for them to
get Plenty of Fifh, or Game: Then they
greedily devour what they have caught: After
this they fleep; and when they are hungry, they
fith, or hunt again; giving themfelves little, or
no Concern, what is to bccome of them, or
how they are to fubfift, when thele Refources
fhall fail. Now, whilft they remain in this

therefore we fee, even from this imperfe&t State of Things,
that wherever the Idea of Property prevails, Government muit

follow, as a neceffary Confequence for the Prefervation of it.

N. B. Since their Commerce with the Europeans, the Indians
have begun to ufe Horfes, not for the Purpofes of Hufbandry,
but for their Journies. They treat thefe Creatures with
fhocking Inhumanity; and indeed they feem to exhibit
very little Fondnefs or Affetion for any Sort of Beings what-
ever; but for seLF. In this they are quite the Reverfe of the
wild Arabs, who are as remarkable for their Kindnefs and At-
tachment to all their domeftic Animals, and particularly to
their Horles, as the Indians are for the contrary.

Situation,
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Situation, and follow fuch a Courfe of Life,
Civil Government muft be almoft, if not al-
together an wfelefs Thing :—In fadt, it never can
be of any real Service, unlefs it caufes them to
forfake their favage Manner of living, and to
become civilized. Then, indeed, notwithftand-
ing the Ravings of Rousseau, it muft be owned
that it would be of fignal Advantage to them,
and a great Blefling. But in order to accomplifh
thefe good Ends, there are very great Difficul-
ties to be encountered. For firlt, you muft
cither change and alter the whole Frame of their
Contftitutions, if I may fo fpeak, in order to
render them fitter for receiving a good and
liberal Plan of Civil Government: Or, 2dly.
You muft oblige them to fubmit to thofe Terms
which you fhall prefcribe, by the mere Dint of
abfolute Power, according to the fundamental
Maxims of the great Empires of Mexico, and
Peru: - Or gdly. You muft win them to co-
operat¢ with your Meafures, by fuch Com-
binations of Force and Perfuafion, happily
blended together, asthe Jefuit Miffionaries have
devifed and praflticed in the Countries of Parg-
guay. The firft of thefe is, I think, beyond
the Reach of any human Power to effe@.—The
fecond is certainly no aftual Compa&, volun-
tarily entered into between equal and indepen-
dent Beings ;—the Lockians themfelves being
Judges: And as to the third,~—If thefe en-

lightened,
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lightened, and benevolent Philofophers will un-
dertake the Province of Miflionaries to Para-
guay, or to any other American Country, now
the Feffuits are expelled, may good Succefs at-
tend them! And may no one detraét from the
Merits of their Labours!

Ix the mean Time, and 'till they fhall have re-
turned from this Expedition, let them learn a
little Modefty here at Home; and not boaft of
Viftories, which they never won. Let them in
fhort, be filent for the future, on this Topic:
And let them not din our Ears with the Examples
of the Savages of America, as being any Proofs
and IMuftrations of their Hypothefis ;—which,
when thoroughly difcufled, and accurately ex-
amined, prove and illuftrate juft the contrary.

REespectine the third Clafs of dad Qualitics,
their native Sullennefs and Taciturnity ;—It
has been frequently obferved by Travellers, that
the Savages of North-America are, in general, a
jovlefs Race, feldom difcovering any Symptoms
of Gladnefs, unlefs when exulting over a van-
quithed Foe, and contriving to infli&t fome new
Torture. Moreover, it has been noted, that
they are fuch Strangers to the Pleafantries of Con-
verfation, and fo fparing of Speech, [except,
when haranguing in Public, in order to prepare
for, or to give an Account of, fome hoftile Ex-

pedition’}
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pedition] that they will fpend whole Days with-
out uttering a Word, contenting themf{elves with
dumb Signs and Nods.

Surery, furely Mr. Locke and his Fol-
lowers either did not know what they were about,
when they ventured to produce thefe unhappy,
defettive Beings, asthe Prototypes of Mankind
in all other Countries ;—or they muft have afted
a very difingenuous Part, if they knew better,
and yetwifhedto ferve their Caufe at the Expence
of Truth.

CHAP.
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C H A P III.

A Comparifon of the different Forms of Govern-
ment with each other,— A Preference given fo
the Mixt, and the Reafons why,—The Republics
of Sparta, Athens, and Rome, proved to b¢
improper Models for a Commercial State,—The

Juppofed unalienable Right of each Individual to,

be felf-governed in the Affairs of Legiflation, ex-
amined, and refuted.

CCORDING to the Lockian Syftem there
A ought to be no other Legiflators but the
People themfelves,— or thofe at leaft whom the
People had exprefsly commiflioned for that
Purpofe ;—nor ought there to be any Magi-
ftrates, Judges, Juftices of the Peace, civil or
military Officers, or any executive Powers
whatever, but fuch only, as either mediately
or immediately receive their Commiffions from
the People. Every other Species of Legifla-
tion or of Government is, it feems, a manifeft
Ufurpation of the unahenable Rights of Mankind,
let the Antiquity of it be ever fo remote, or the
Syftem and Adminiftration of it ever fo pro-
duftive of public Peace and Happinefs. .

T
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It is to be hoped, that thefe idle Notions
have received a full and fatisfattory Confutation
in the former Part of this Work. However,
though we muft rejeét the abfurd Doétrine of
perfonal Contratts between Prince and People,
as a Thing which never exifted in any State,
and which never can (except perhaps in a very
fmall Village for a tew Days, or rather Hours)
yet as all Governments whatever are {o many
public Trufts for the Good of the Governed ;—
werefore there is a Contralt implied, though
not expreft, a quafi, tho' not an affual Contraét
always fubfifting between all Sovereigns, and
every one of their Subjefts. The Confequence
of which is, as hath been afore obferved, That
thefle Quafi-Contrattors ought to be made refpon-
fible to each other, for the due Performance of
their refpettive Engagements.

Tais being the Cafe, we are now to confider
which is the beft Method of obliging thefe reci-
procal Contrattors to perform their refpettive
Duties ; —the beft I mean, as being the fafeft
and eafieft, as well as the moft effeétual.

In refpett to one Side of the Obligation, viz.
The Duty and Obedience of the People,—the
Rulers themfelves are to enforce this Part of the
Covenant, and no others. For as they are to
enatt the Laws, and as they likewife, or their

Deputies,
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Deputies, are to put them in Execution, it is
their Duty, as well as their Intereft, to fee, that
none but good Laws are made, and when made,
that they are impartially and univerfally obeyed.
Therefore, if they fhould permit the People
wantonly to trample upon legal Authority, and
to tranfgrefs with Impunity, the Blame muft reft
upon themfelves. For Lenity in fuch a Cafe is
only another Name for Timidity; and Timi-
dity and Government, where the public Good
is concerned, are inconfiftent Things. Only lct
me add, that thofe Laws are the readieft obeyed,
and therefore the eafieft to be executed, which
are plain and fimple, and obvioufly calculated
for the general Good,—not to ferve a prefent
Turn, or gratify a Faftion. Therefore great Care
fhould be taken to enaét fuch only as will ftand
the Teft, and bear to be examined by this Rule.
For when any of the Laws in being are of fuch
a Nature, that it would be better to connive at
their Infraftion, than to enforce their Obfer-
vance, it is high Time that fuch Laws fhould be
repealed. Indeed every Plea or Pretence for
their Continuance, is only fo many Evidences,
that Mankind had much rather find out Excufes
to glofs over that Syftem, which they know they
cannot defend, than ingenuoufly to acknowledge
themfelves in the wrong, and alter their Con-
dult. Thus much as to the Governing Part in

all Societies, let the Form of the Government
be whatever it may. We
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YW e are now to turnto the oppofite Side, 1z
Cafe and Circumftance of the Governed —Here
therefore wemuft fet out with this Inquiry, low
thall the People receive a reafonable Security,
that the Powers, wherewith their Governors are
entrufted for their Good, both tn making Laws,
and in executing them, fhall not be mifapplied ?
—That there is 2 Danger of Mifapplication is,
alas! a Cale tco apparent to admit of any Doubt.
And therefore the Queftion comes to this;—
Firft, What is to be done, in order to prevem,
as far as human Forefight can reach, the Mifap-
plication of fuch a Truft? And odly. What
Methods thould be taken to cure thofe Exils, or
redrels thofe Abules, which either were not, or
could not be prevented at the firlt, fo that Ge-
vernment in general may be reftored to Its ori-
ginal Ends and Ules, the Good of the Governed?

To folve thefe Queftions in any Manner, that
<an bear fome Proportion to the Importance of
the Subje&, feveral Points ought to be previoufly
confidered :

As 1. Whatare thofe eflential Principles, on
which every Government muft be founded, and
by Virtue of which it doth atiually {ubfift ?

2dly. Wuar are thofe Forms, or exterior
Modes of Adminiftration, which give diftin&t

Denominations to different Governments ?
Anz
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Anp 3dly. Which Form affords the beft, and
motft reafonable Security to the People, that they
fhall be well and happily governed ?

WitH refpe to the firft Branch of the In-
quiry, there muft be Power, Wifdom, and Good-
nefs, {ubfifting in one Degree or other, in every
Government worthy to be fo called, let the ex-
terior Form of it be whatever it may.

For Example, without Power the very Idea
of Government is annihilated; and there are no
Traces of it left.

Witnout Wifdom to condut this Power to-
wards fome certain End, or Obje&t, the Thing
itfelf would not be Power, in a moral Senfe, but
blind Impulfe, or mechanic Force.

AnD without Goodnefs to influence and incline
the Operations both of Wifdom and Power to-
wards fome benevolent Ufes, conducive to public
Happinefs, the Efforts of Wifdom would in effet
be Knavery, Trick, and Cunning; and the
Difplay of Power mere Tyranny and Oppreffion.
There muft therefore be a Coalition, or Co-
operation of all three, in order to form a Go-
vernment fit to rule over fuch a Creature as

Man.,

StconpLy,
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SeconDLY, as to the feveral Forms, or ex-
ternal Modes of Government, they are almoft
as complicated and various, and their Origins as
different, as the Degrees of parental Authority
may be fuppofed to vary in different Cafes,—or
as the Skill and Forefight of difcerning and good
Men may be found to be greater or lefs in others,
—or as the Caprice and Humour of the giddy
Populace,—or laftly, as the Intrigues, Wiles,
and Addrefs of popular Leaders, or daring
Ufurpers, may happen to prevail. But notwith~
ftanding this great Variety, and thefe different
Origins, all Sorts of Governments may be re-
duced to four Clafles,—the Monarchical,~ the
Ariftocratical, the Democratical, and the Mixt.
Let us therefore endeavour to inveftigate the
Quafi-Contraéls contained or implied in each of
thefe Forms, inorder to difcover their refpettive
Excellencies or Imperfettions.

Now this very Attempt will uther in the third
grand Inquiry, namely, which of the feveral
Modes of Government affords to the People the
beft and moft reafonable Security againft the
Mifapplication of the Truft repofed in the Go-
vernors for the Sake of the Governed.

I. MONARCHY.

Or all the Forms of Government, Monarchy,
according to all Hiftory facred and profane, is
the



208 DIFFERENT FORMS COMPARED.

the moft antient: It is likewife the moft extenfive
and univerfal, for a very obvious Reafon. For
as it is neither clogged in its Motions, nour
counterafted in its Schemes by rival Fac-
tions, it can exert more Power both offenfively
and defenfively, and with greater Eafe and Fx-
pedition, than either of the other Forms.  Con-
fequently it would be the very deff, were there a
Certainty, that it would be endowed with Wif
dom and Goodnefs proportionably to the Advan-
tages it receives from united Strength and com-
bined Power.  But herc, alas! liesthe great and
incurable Imperfeftion of all human Monar-
chies. An earthly Monarch cannot fec every
Thing with his own Eyes, nor hear with his own
Ears, even were he ever fo well difpofed to do
what is right, and to make his People happy.
Moreover he is continually fubjeét to ftrong
Temptations to abufe his Power through various
Motives, fome of them of a pitiable Nature,
and others highly blameable.  Add to this, That
the very Perfons, who ought to inform him bet-
ter, and diffuade him from purfuing wrong
Courfes, are, generally fpeaking, the moft in-
tent in keeping him ignorant of what is right,
and to divert his Thoughts from the real Welfare
of his People. Hence it is, that they ftudy his
‘Weaknefles with a View to flatter his Vanity,
gratify his Vices, inflame his Paffions, and to

inftigate
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inftigate him to divert that very Power towards
accomplifhing fome By-ends of their own, which
ought to have been confecrated tothe Promotion
of public Happinefs. For thefe Reafons an ab-
folnte Monarchy in the Hands of {uch a frail, im-
perfett, and pcccable Creature as Man, is by
no Means a defirable Species of Government,

1I. On ARISTOCRACY.

Nor is an hereditary Ariftocracy much more
preferable than an abfolute Monarchy.  For it
is fubjefl to feveral of the fame Inconveniences,
without that Glare of Glory, which furrounds a
Throne, and which, by amufing the Bulk of
Mankind, captivates their Imaginations, and
attaches them ftrongly to that Form of Govern-
ment. However, it muft be allowed, that there
are Advantages attending an Ariftocracy, pro-
vided it be a numerous one, which ferve to miti-
gate fome of its greateft Evils, andto providean
Antidote againft others.  For its very Numbers,
which occafion fo much Fattion and Contention,
ferve as a preventive Remedy againft their con-
niving at each other’s Tyranny and Oppreffion:
So that out of mere Spite to each other, they be-
come a mutual Check on the Condu&t of Indivi-
duals. Likewife they often enflame cach other
witir an Emulation of doing Good : Hence there-
fore it is, that in Matters of mere civil Concern,

where
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where the Difputes are only between Man and
Man in private Life, there we find, that Juftice
is adminiftered under an Ariftocratical Govern-
ment impartially enough, and that Life, Li-
berty, and Property, areaswell fecured under
that Form, as under any other. Indeed it muft
be confcfled, that wherever the Ariftocratical
Power is fuppofed to interfere with fome partieu-
lar Branch of the Pcople’s Rights, there the
whole Body of the Nobles will immediately op-
pole the Demands or Expettations of the Com-
mons, and att as one Man in keeping them ftill
in Subjeétion. [Moreover, whereverthe Lords
have fuch a perfonal Jurifdiftion over their
Vaffals, as is diftintt and feparate from the general
Jurifdi€tion of the State (which is flill the un-
happy Cafe in Poland) there Defpotilm and Ty-
ranny prevail to a thocking Degree, without the
Hopes of any Thing to counter-balance, miti-
gate, or corrett them. And I will add, that there
cannot be a worfe Conftitution upon Earth than
an Ariftocracy of Barons tyrannifing over their
Vaffals ;j—or, what comes to nearly the fame
Thing, of Planters amufing themfelves with the
infernal Pleafure of whipping and flathing their
Slaves. ]

THEREFORE, were it to be afked in general,
what Degree of Power, Wifdom, and Goodnefs,
natuially
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naturally belong to an Ariftocratic Government,
—1I think it would not be difficult to give an
Anfwer clear and fatisfattory enough.

For as to Power, it Is externally very weak,
even on the defenfive Side, where it ought to have
been the ftrongeft, being hardly able to protett
itfelf againft Invaders. This Weaknefs is owing
to its numerous Faétions and Divifions caballing
againft, and thwarting each other :—The fecret
Springs of which are more frequently to be
afcribed to foreign Gold fuccefsfully applied to
the pretended patriotic Leaders of each Party,
than to any other Caufe. But internally all thofe
Fa&tions and Divifions ceafe; inafmuch as the
poor Subjefts are deftitute of the Means of
making the like Application. Moreover, as
they have no Perfons particularly appointed to
reprefent them in this Form of Government,
they have none to ftand forth as their Guardians
and Proteftors, being left in a Manner without
Defence.  Here therefore an Ariftocracy is the
ftrongeft : Becaufe the Nobles will of Courfe
unite againft the Plebeians, in maintaining, and
perhaps extending, the Dignity and Power of
of their own Order.

As to the Wifdom, which may be fuppofed to
be contained in this Inftitution, it has certainly
fome Advantages over a Government merely

monarchical,
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monarchical. or merely popular. For all the
Members, of which it is compoled, are by their
Education, their Rank in Life, and other Cir-
cumftances, better qualificd than moft others,
to enatt Laws with Judgment, with Prudence,
and a Knowledge of the Subjett. The Inde-
pendence ot their Station, and Diftance from
mercantile Connetlions, pievent them from
making Lawsrefpeéting Trade and Commerce with
a View to fome prefent dirty monopolizing Job:
And being Sovereigns themfelves, they are not
compellable to {fubmit to the arbitrary Will of an
ignorant or abfurd Tyrant, nor yet to obey the im-
perious Di&tates of a foolifh, headftrong, conceited
Populace,* who are almoft univerfally bent on
gratifying fome prefent deftruftive Whim, at the
Expence of their futurec Happinefs. Morcover
as to the exccutive Part of an Ariftocratical State,

that

* During an attentive Obfervation, and the Experience of
so Years, forry I am to fay, but Truth obliges me to do 1t,
that I hardly ever knew an unpopular Meafure to be in itfelf
a bad one, or a popular one to be truly falutary. Iuternally
the People violently oppofed the beft of all Schemes for a com-
mercial Nation,—That of warehoufing Goods on Importation,
and paying the Duties by Degrees. They were alfo as bittely
averfe to the making of Twnpike Roads, to the Ufe of Broad-
wheel Waggons, to the enclofing and improving of Lands, to
the Freedom of Trade in Cities and Towns corporate, to the
Introduction of Machines for abridging Labour, and alfo te
the Admiffion of induftrious Foreigners to fettle among them.
Nay, they very lately were fo abfurd as to raife loud Clamours

againft
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that, as I obferved before, is tolerably free from
very grofs Abufes ;—becaule it is under little
Temptation to att amifs, except in thofe unfor-
tunate Cales, where the peculiar Interefls,
Honour, or Dignity of the Patrician Order
happen to interfere with the general Welfare
of the People.—There indeed, it is muchto be
fearcd, that the Quafi-Contradl, on the Part of
the Nobles, would be made a Sacrifice to their
Luft of Power, their Pride, and Ambition.

Havixec faid thus much as to the Power and@
Wifdom of an Ariftocracy, the Reader will of his
own Accord {uggeft to himfelf every Idea that is
neceflary, concerning the Goodnefs or Benevolenze
of fuch an Inftitution.

againft the Execution of the A& for preferving the public
Coin, and their own Property from Debafement and Adnlte-
ration.  Externally, they are perpetually calling out for new
Wars (though againft their beft Cuftomers) on the moft fri-
volous or unjuftifiable Pretences. Moreover, if there was
any Convention or Treaty to be breken through or difre-
garded, (the Obfervance of which would have reftored Feace
or prevented Bloodfhed) or if there was any new Colony to be
planted in a defart Country, or Conqueft to be undertaken in
a populous one, even in the moft diftant Part of the Globe.---
All thefe Meafures, though totally oppofite to a Spirit of In-
duftry at Home, and though the Bane of a commercial Na-
tion, were fure to receive the Applaufes and Huzzas of the
unthinking Multitude. Such was the Zox Populi for so Yeas
12t patt, which fome Perfons blafphemoufly ftile Vox Dx1.

111.
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111. 4 MERE DEMOCRACY.

Tue third Clafs of Civil Government is the
Democratical.—1 mean, a Democracy literally
fuch, unmixt with any other Form: Where
therefore all the adult Males [and why the adult
Females thould be excluded, isimpofible to fay}
are fuppofed to affemble together, whenever
they will, in order to deliberate and vote on all
public Affairs, to change and alter, to pull down,
and build up, without Controul, and as often as
they pleafe.—Confequently, where every adult
Individual is to confider himfelf as his own Le-
giflator, his own Governor, and Direttor in every
Thing.—Happily for Mankind, this wild and
vifionary Planof a free and equal Republic is
abfolutely impra&ticable in any Diftri€t of larger
Extent than a common Country Parifh! And
happily again, even there it could not fubfift for
any Length of Time, but muft be transformed
either into a petty Sovereignty or Ariftocracy,
or at leaft into an Oligarchy, much after the
fame Manner, and for the fame Reafons, that
the Bufinefs of populous and extenfive Parifhes
here in England, devolves at laft into the Hands
of a few, and is managed by a felell Veftry.

But waving all Confiderations refpeéting the
feveral Changes it may probably undergo ;- let
us, fince fo much Strefs is laid upon it by our mo-

dern

DIFFERENT FORMS COMPARED. 215

dern Republicans,—let us, I fay, confider it in
its own Nature, as either abounding, or deficient
in the three Qualities afore mentioned, of Power,
1Wfdom, and Goodnefs ; — Qualities, {o eflential
for the Formation and Eftablithment of all Civil
Governments, that none can fubfift without them
in one Degree or other.

Axp 1ft as to Power ;—Scanty indeed muft
the Pittance of Power be, which is to refult from
the Union of 40, 50, or even 100 Savages,
iffuing forth from their Dens and Caverns, and
affembled together for the firft Time, in order
conftitute a Body Poltic. We will not now en-
quire, Wio among this Herd of equal and inde-
pendent Sovereigns had the Right of appointing
the Time and Place of Rendezvous for the reft
of his brother Sovercigns to mect at and confult
together: Nor will we prefume fo much as to
alk, How or Why fuch a Superiority came to be
vefted in him alone, or how long this extraordi-
nary exclufive Privilege was to laft :— Or what
corporal Punifhment [it being to be prefumed
that they could not be fined in their Goods and
Chattels, before meum and tuum was eftablifhed. ]
Therefore, I fay, what corporal Punifhment
was to be infli€ted on thofe independent Sove-
reigns, who either would not, or did not obey
the Summons. But not to boggle at little Mat-
ters, let us fuppofe all thefe Difficulties happily

got
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got over : —And then the firk Queflion at this
firt Mceting is, What are they to do? And
wherefore were they called together >—Perhaps
the very Appearance of fuch a Body of Savages
might be fufficient to fray away a fcw Eagles, or
Vultures, Wolves, or Tygers, 1If they were too
near them: But moft certainly it would not be
adequate to the Purpofes cven of a defenfive, not
to-fay an offenfive War, if this gemrine Republic
thould happen to exift in the Neighbourhood ef
any State, whofe Union was more perfe€, and
eonfequently whofc Skill and Dexterity were fu-
perior to their own.  Therefore this Infe&t Com-
mon-wealth, this Grub ofa free, equal, and So-
vereign Republie would be fwallowed up, as foon
ashatched, by fome devouring political Animal
of a firmer Texture, and ftronger Stamina ;—
unlefs thefe Jately mdependent Sovereigns would
condefcend etther to fly away to remote Woods
and Defcrts, or to {ubmit to the Terms which
their Conquerors fhould think fit to impofe upen
them.

Ar1ER this Specimen of the Power, it will be
unuceeffary to fay a Word about the Wifdom or
Goodnefs of fuch areptile, democratical Inftitu-
tion. But here, methinks, fome of the enthufs-
aftic Admirers of Antiquity will be apt to fay,
* What? Do you compare the famous Repub-
® lics of Greece and Rome to Infeéls, Grubs, and

* Reptiles?
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* Reptiles? Do you dare to fay, That either of
“ thefe were of fhort Continuance ? Or that
“ they were at all remarkable for the Want of
“ Power, Wildom, or Goodnels ?”

To this fmart Objelion I have the follow-
ing Reply to make:

1ft. Tuat neither of the Common Wealths
above mentioned, were pure Demoeracies in the
Senfe here fet forth :—For they had other Ma-
giftrates, and other Inftitutions befides thofe which
were merely popular ;—and even in refpeét to
the moft popular Part of their Government, they
excluded much greater Numbers from enjoying
a Share in the Privileges and governing Part of
the Conftitution than they admitted: So that
this whole Objeétion falls to the Ground.

2dly. Tue Subjefts of thefe Republican
Governments were fo far from enjoying greater
Liberty than the Subjefls of other States, that
they were known to be more oppreffed, and
more enflaved, than any others: So that no
Proofs can be drawn from hence concerning the
Wifdom and Goodnefs, that is, the Juftice and
Benevolence, of fuch Republics, whatever may

be faid of their great Power, and defpotic
Sway.

Byr
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Bur adly, Granting more than can be re
quired. even granting [what is abfolutely falfe
in Fad] that each of thefe Republics were mo-
delled and adminiftered, according to the Heart’s
Defire of a true Difciple of Mr. LockE, had he
been then in being.—Still even on  this Suppofi-
tion, there was nothing fo inviting in the funda-
mental Maxims, and diftinguifhing Praltices of
either of thefe Inftitutions, to make us fo much
in love withit, as to with to copy it into our own.

The SPARTAN REPUBLIC.

Tue fundamental and diftinguifhing Maxin
of SparTA was, to lead a military Life in the
City, as wellas inthe Camp, and neverto enjoy
any of thofe Comforts and Conveniences which
Peace and Plenty naturally beftow. Confe-
quently, the Police of their * Legiflator was,

to

* Quere,---Whether this famous Legiflator was not guilty of
a grofs Equivocation in the very A& of making his focial
Contract with the People of Lacedemon® Tt is fad, that he
bound them by an Oath to obferve his Laws and Regulations,
till he fhould return from a Voyage to Crets, where he then
purpofed to go. He went, but never returned: And left they
fhould bring back his Bones after his Death, and thereby fup-
pofe themfelves-releafed from the Obligation he had laid them
under, he ordered his Body to be thrown into the Sea. Few
Moralifts, I believe, would judge fuch a fraudulent Contract
as this, to be good and valid, And no Court of Equity upon

Earth
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to forbid Improvements of every Kind (ex-
cepting in the Science of War) to banifh all
Trades and Manufattures whatfoever, which re-
lated to the' Arts of Peace, to prefcribe every
Part of a learned and ingenuous Education, and
more particularly, and above all the reft, to ex-
pel the Ufe of Gold and Silver from the State of
Lacedemon. But as thefe military Heroes muft
cat, aswell as fight, it was contrived that they
thould have Slaves [the Helotes] for the Pur-
pofes of Agriculture, and other menial Offices,
whom they ufed much worfe, and with more
wanton Cruelty, than the Planters do the Ne-
groes in the Weft-Indies :—And that is faying a
greatdeal. Now I afk, are thefe Meafures pro-
per to be adopted in Great-Britain ? And is this
the Plan of a Republic, which fome future patri-
otic Congrefs is to fet up, inorder to correét the
Evils of our prefent unhappy Conftitution ?

!Eart}.x wolild pronounce fuch a palpable Deception to be bind-
ing in any other Cafe. The learned Reader is requefted to
Conful‘tXENoPHON’s Account of the Policy of the Lacedemos
mans in the Original. He will there find, that many of the
In(htufions of LYCURGUs were very whimfical and abfurd,
(notwithttanding XENOPHON'S Endeavours to glofs then:
over) that fome of them were very criminal, others obfcene

that few were worthy to be adopted into that benevolept am’l

liberal P i
- t;e Bl:‘rils :)f Government, where truenational Liberty was to

The
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The ATHENIAN REPUBLIC.

Tue diftinguithing Praftice of Athens, or at
lealt, that which made the Condu&t of the A¢/he-
nians to appear different from that of moft other
States, was the Ule of the Oftracifm. Nothing
could have been better calculated for gratifying
the Caprice and Licentioufnefs of a Mob, or for
indulging the Spleen and Jealoufy of a Rival, or
for concealing the Wiles and Intrigues of a pre-
tended Patriot, than this very Projett. For by
Virtue thereof, any Man, even the beft and moft
deferving in the State, was liable to be banithed
for ten Years, whencver the Citizens thould have
a public Affembly (which they often had) con-
filting of 600q Suffrages and upwards ;—and
when any one of this Number fhould write, or
caufe to be written on a Shell, or a Leaf, the
Name of the Perfon he chofe to doom to deftruc-
tion, then this upright, fagacious, and impar-
tial Sentente immediately took Place : And the
accufed [if that Perfon can be called accufed, a-
gainft whom no Crime was alledged] was not
permitted to fay a Word in his Defence, or to
expoftulate on the Hardfhips of his Calfe, but
muft go inftantly into Banithment, there to re-
main ‘till the ten Years were expired.

By Means of a Condemnation of this Sort,

Aristipes, who had born fome of the higheft
Ofhces
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Offices in the Common-wealth, and who had ob-
tained the Surname of the 7uf, from his grea
Integrity and inflexible Honour,—even this
ArisTi1pes was banifhed from his native
Country, and deareft Conncétions, and was re-
duced to fuch abje&t Poverty, that his only
* Daughter was maintained by public Charity
after his Death. The Story of this unhappy Vic-
tim to democratical Infolence well deferves to be
repeated as a Memento to the prefent Times.—
On a Day of public Aflembly he was accofted by
a Citizen, whom he did not know, defiring him
to write the Namc of AristipEs on his Shell.
Aristipes, furprized at fuch a Requeft, afked
him whether he knew Aristipnes, and whether
he had ever offended him ? No, fays the other,
I fhould not know him, were I to meet him.
But I hear fuch an univerfal good Charafter of
him, that I am refolved to banith him, if I can,
from the AtHENIAN State. ARISTIDES wrote
his Name on the Shell as the Patriot had defired:
And as there happened to be no other Names
than his then propofed to be profcribed, he was
banifhed of Courfe, according to the fundamen-
tal Law of this celebrated Republic. The Truth

* PLUTARCH doth not mention this Circumftance of the

Daughter of Ar1sTIDES, exaltly after this Manner, but
sther Authors do.

15,
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is, [and this explains the Matter] ArisTipEes
was a remarkably juft Man, by much too honeft
to cajole the Populace, and to gratify their Fol-
lies at the Expence of their own Intereft; there-
fore he was not popular; as indeed few honeft
Men really are : * Whereas PericrEs, who laid
the Foundation of their Ruin, and delerved
Banifhment an hundred Times, was the Idol of
the Athenians.

AvoTHER Inftance of the great Sagacity of
this Pcopic as Politicians, and Benevolence as
Men, is obferveable in the Methods they took
for narrowing and contrafling the Foundations
of their Republic, infteadof making them broader
and firmer. For in the Times of their Profperity,
they fhut up cvery Avenue againft the rich, or
ingenious, the induftrious. deferving, or oppref-
fed of other Countries, from partaking in the
common Rights of Citizens of Athens. No In-

* The moft unpopular Man in all France in his Day, was the
Duke de SuLLY ; themoft popular the Dukede Gurse : The
moft unpopular Minifters in England, were the Earl of Cra-
RENDON, and Sir RoperT WaLPOLE, during their refpective
Adminiftrations ; the former a true, a fteady, and equal Friend
to a limitted Monarchy, and the juft civil Rights of the Peo-
ple; and the latter the beft commercial Minifter this Country
ever had, and the greateft Promoter of its real Interefts : —The
moft popular in their Turns, were Mr. PuLTENLY, and Mr.
Pyrr. Sed Opinionum Commenta delet Dies.

vitations
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vitations, or general Naturalizations were fo much
as thought of : But on the contrary, the whole
Penor of their Laws ran in a different Strain.
[See particularly Porrer’s Greek Antiquities,
and Tavior on Civil Law] Nay, they con-
trived to exclude as many as they could, even of
their own natural-born Subjetts, from enjoying
the common Rights and Privileges of Citizens.
And as to their Slaves, tho’ almoft twenty in num-
ber to one free Man, they were excluded of
Courfe. So that in Fa&t, had this People been
always fuccefsful in their Wars, and had they
made great and extended Conquefts, or had
their State been of very long Duration, their
Republic would have become an hereditary Arif-
tocracy, fimilar to that of Venice; for it was
ftrongly verging that Way.

InpeeDp in Times of univerfal Calamity, when
their Lofles by Sea and Land were fo great, that
they were in Danger of being annihilated, as a
People, then they naturalized Foreigners, and
manumitted Slaves. But it was their Neceflity
that compelled them, and not their Benevolence,
Penetration, or Wifdom, which prompted them
to adopt fuch patriotic Meafures.

BuTabove all, the Probity and Relitude of
this celebrated People will be difplayed in the
firongeft Light, by fetting before the Reader

their
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their Mode of difpenfing Juftice.  In order to
do this, let us fuppofe a parallel Cale exifting in
our own Times. The prefent Livery-Men of
London anfwer very nearly, if not altogether, to
the Idea of the antient [ANpres ATnrNator]
the Mex oF Aruens. Let us therefore imagine,
that thefe fele&t Citizens, were the only Legifla-
tors in the State ;—not only making Laws for
themfelves and for Great-Britain, but allo for
Ireland, and for all our Colonies and Settlements
abroad. Thisis fomething ; but what is to come,
is ftitl more extraordinary : For we are to fup-
pofe farther, That thele Law-giting Liverymen,
are alfo the fupreme Fudges both of Law and
Equity, conftituting the only fovereign Court of
Judicature for all the Provinces of the Britifh
Statc. Hence it becomes neceffary for every
Suitor to this High Court of Juftice,—euvery
Suitor, 1 fay, whether Engli/h, Scotch, or Irifh,
whether Armenian, Weft, or Eafl-Irdian, to flat-
ter and cajole all thc Members thereof, as much
as he can, — bowing and fcraping to the higheft,
and takirg the meaneft by the Hand, asheis en-
tering Guildhall to hear the Caufe, and to pro-
nounce the final Sentence. The Court being
now affembled, let us attend alfo to fome of the
Pleadings of the Council on fuchan Occafion.

Gentlemen of the Livery,
“ My Clientis a rich and generous Man. If
“ you will decrece for him, he fhall treat his
Judges
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« Judges with fplendid Entertainments at Rane-
“ lagh, Vauxhall, and Sadler’s Wells, and at other
- Places of Diverfion. Moreover he will give
« yon Tickets to go for {feveral Nights to both
s the Theatres, &c. &e. &c.

Now what fhall we fay to fach an Oration?
The Parallel here fuppofed, is cither juft or un-
jult in the g incepal Features, tor there canbeno
Medium. 1 am thercfore content, that the
jearncd Reader fhould fit in Judgment on me re-
lative to thisPoint. Onlyletmeadd, that I would
have produced the very Paffages from the origi-
nal Auathors, as Vouchers for the general Truth
and Juftnefs of the Paraliel, {mututes smutand’s. ] if
1 had had the Convenicnee of Greck Types at the
Place where I am printing.  One Thing more, 1
mrfl beg Leave to fuggefl, namely, that every
Man of Learmng muft be fenfible, that, fo far
from cxaggerating Matters, — 1 have taken the
Words of Xenvruon concerning the Aihenian
Polity, in the moft advantageous Senfe, of which
they are capable. For I have allowed him to
fay, that the fupreme Court of Athens was a
Court of Appeal from inferior Jurifdi€tions;
whercas his Words, and the Context ftrongly
imply, that the Athenians would not fuffer any
Court whatever, to exift inany Part of their Em-
pire but their own.  Nay, Xencruon exprefsly
declares, that the Allics of the Athenians, or their

Auxiliarics,
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Auxiliaries, or Fellow Soldiers, or Colonies, or
by whatever Name you will pleafe to call them
[Syymacnor is the Term in the original | were
enflaved by the Athenians by thefe Means. Many
other curious Obfervations might yet be made ;
and fome of them of Importance to Great- Britain,
by Way of Caution.— But furely enough has been
faid already, to give every true Friend to Li-
berty an Abhorrence of the Idea of an Athenian
Common-Wealth.

The ROMAN REPUBLIC.

ComEe we now to the Roman State, whole Ci-
tizens were the great Mafters of the World. But
here an unlucky Obfervation arifes at firft fetting
out, viz. That the Roman Citizens, for the moft
Part, were not Tradefmen: For Trades of all
Kinds were held at Rome,in fovereign Contempt.
Therefore its Tradefinen and Mechanics, its
Shop-kecpers and Retailers of all Sorts, were al-
moft all cither atual Slaves, or Slaves, latcly
made free, or the very Scum of ihe People.
This was the original State of Things. But in
the Time of Cictro, the Condition of Tradel-
men, and the Idea affixed to Trade werce a good
Deal advanced in Reputation. Yet even he re-
prefents the Matter in fuch a Light, as would
make, I fhould think, thofe confummate Poli-
ticians, the learned Liverymen of Lorden, not

very
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very defirous of feeing a Return of fuch Times.
* Cicero exprefleshimfelf to this Effeét : < That
« according to antient Tradition, and as far as he
¢ canlearn, Trades andthe Gains thereof may be
« diftinguifhed into the reputable and difreputa-
¢ ble, after the following Manner. In the firft
¢ Place, thefe Profeflions muft be reckoned infa-
< mous, which are odious to Mankind, fuch as

Ggae the

* Jam de artificiis & quaftibus, qui /berales habendi, qui
Jordidi fint, hac fere accepimus. Primum improbantur ei
queftus, quiin odia hominum incurrunt ; ut portitorum, ut
feeneratorum.  Illiberales autem, & fordidi quaftus mercena-
riorum, omniumque, quorum operz, non quorum artes e-
muntur. Eft enim illis ipfa merces auftoramentum Servitu-
tis. Sordidi etiam putandi, qui mercantur a Mercatoribus,
quod ftatim vendant ; nihil enim proficiunt, nifi admodum
mentiantur. Nec vero quidquam turpius eft Vanitate. Opi-
ficesq; omnes in fordida arte verfantur. Nec enim quidquam
ingenuum poteft habere officina. Minimzque artes hz pro-
band®, quz miniftre funt voluptatum, cetarii, lanii, coqui,
fartores, pifcatores. Adde huc, fi placet, unguentarios, falta~
tores, totumque ludum talarium. Quibus autem artibus aut
prudentia major ineft, aut non mediocris utilitas queritur, ut
medicina, ut architeftura, ut doftrina rerum honeftarum, hz
funt iis, quorum ordini conveniunt, honeftz. Mercatura au~
tem, fitenuis eft, fordida putanda eft: Sin magna, et copiofa,
multa undique apportans, multifque fine Vanitate impartiens,
non eft admodum wvituperanda. Atque etiam fi fatiata quaftu,
vel contenta potius, ut fzpe ex altoin portum, fic ex ipfo
portu fe in agros, pofleflionefque contulerit, videtur jure opti~
mo pofle laudari. Omnium autem rerum, ex quibus aliquid
acquiritur, nihil eft agricultura melius, nihil uberius, nihil
dulcius, nihil homine, nihil libero dignius, =~=Vide CicERO-
NEM de Officiis, Liber 1. § 42. jIn
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« the Bufinefs of Toll Gatherers, at the Ports
« and Gates of Cities, alfo of Ufurers,or Pawn-
« Brokers. In the next Place, all thofe Perfons
« fhould be confidered as a bale and fervile Peo-
“ ple who work for Hire, or Wages, becaufe
« they are paid for their Labour, and not for
« their Skill or Ingenuity. For the very receiv-

In the above Quotation there fome Things very difficult to
be explained, at leat I know not how to explain them. I
think I fee the Reafon, why Crcero clatfed Fith-mongers and
Fifhermen among the Number of thofe, who adminiitred te
Luxury ; for in his Time, Fith was not ufed as a common
Food, but only as an expenfive Dainty for the Tables of the
Great: And as foon as the Romans underftood that Oyfters
were to be procuréd in Britain, they fentas far as Col fefler to
fetch them. At prefent Fith, or Bacalao, that is Neafound-
land Cod Fifh, is the cheapeft Provifion which the Poor of Itay
can purchafein the Spring of the Year. And while that con-
tinues to be the Cafle, the Romax Catlolics will eat Fifhia
Lent, but no longer. As to Butchers and Cooks, why they
fhould be profcribed, as peculiarly fubfervient to Luxwy at
that Time, f{urpaffes my Comprehenfion. {De NoogpT has a
Paflage relative to the Subjeét, but it is not f{atisfattory.]
In refpeét to Ufurers and Pawn-brokers, a good popular Rea-
fon may be given, why they were fo odious to the Populace.
After the Romans had fubdued the World, and robbed it of
its Treafures, the Mafs of the People of Rome were fome of
the pooreft and moft wretched Mortals it the State, hardly
ever being able to procure Money at lower Intereft than L1z
per Cent. per Annum; and at the fame Time fo very in-
digent, and perhaps dithoneft, that their Creditors (who had
{evere Laws on their Side) would not truft them but from
Month to Month. Suchwere the Fruits of 1 Seriesof Victories,
and fuch the Difference between Conquefts and Commerce ¢

‘T'his ought to be a Leflon to Great-Britain.

.

ing
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“ ing of Wages is a Badge of Servitude. Thofe
< alfo who buy of the Merchants to fell again di-
“ veltly, muft be ranked in a difhononrable
“ Clafs; for they can get nothing thereby unlefs
¢ they cheat and lye abominably ; and nothing
“ can be baler than cheating, Moreover all Ar?
* tificers whatever are a bafz Order of Men: In-
“deed it is hardly poflible, that a Shop and
“ ‘W'ork-Houfe thould have any Thing of an
“ ingenuous Nature belonging to them: And
““leaft of all, are thofe Profeflions to be ap-
“ proved of, which are fublervient to Luxury.

“ fuch as the Trades of Fifh-mongers, Bmchers:
“ Cooks, Pafiry-Cocks, and Fifhermen: Ta
“ whom you may add, if you pleafe, Perfumers

“ Dancers, and Tumblers, and the whole Trib;
“ of luch, who adminifter 10 gaming.

* Bur thofe Arts, which require much Study
““ and Knowledge, or are of grear Ufe 1o Man-
“kind, fuch as Mecdicine, Architefture, and
£ z?achﬁng the liberal Sciences, thefe, if exer-.
“ cifed by Men of a certain Rant, [shat is under
ihc i?cgrce of Patricians] do not dithonour
- ;T.mzr Profeflion. ‘As to Merchandize, if in 2
) litle Sow ‘Way, it is mean; but if great and
: extenfive, importing Goods from various Coun-
“tr!es, and dealing them out again 1o various
- ?crfom, without Fraud, it 75 not altogethes to be

difeommended.  Nay, if the Perfons who fol-

low
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¢ Jow it, could be {fatiated, or rather be con-
“ tent with their Profits, not making long Voyages,
“ but returning fpeedily to therr Farms, and landed
« Eftates, they would deferve to be rather
« commended. But after all, in Things of this
« Nature, nothing is better, more profitable,
* more pleafant, or more honourable than the
* Cultivation of Land.”

Whuart a firange Jumble of Things is here !
And how little did this great Man underftand the
Nature of the Subjeét, about which he was writ-
ing ! But leaving our City Patriots to cenfure
€1icero, and to fettle the Points of Precedency,
and the Pun@lilios of Honour between the differ-
ent Companies of Trades, as they fhall think pro-
per, 1haften to obferve

2dly. That there is another eflential Differ-
ence between the Freemen of Rome, and the
Freemen of London. For the Freemen of Rome
voted very often by Clafles, Tribes, or Compa-
nies ; which I am well perfuaded the Freemen or
Livery-men of London would confider as a .mani-
feft Infringement of their Rights and Privileges.
And indeed very little can be faid in Defence of
fuch a Praftice. For if one Tribe, or Compa-
ny fhould have 1000 Voices, and the other not
a tenth Part of the Number, it {eems very unrea-

fonable, that the larger Tribe fhould be deprivec:‘
0

DIFFERENT FORMS COMPARED. 213t

of nine-tenths of its Suffrages, [which it is in
Effett by this Mode of voting] merely becaufe
the fmaller Tribe had not an equal Number.—
However f{uch was the Pradtice of thofe Lords of
the World, the Citizens of Rome.

A 3d capital Difference between their Cafe and
ours, confifted in their Method of enating or
repealing Laws. For when a Law was pro-
pounded to the whole Body of the People in their
public Affemblies, to be cither confirmed, or
repealed, they had not the Choice of mending,
or altering any Part, by correting this, or re-
Jjetting that, by adding any thing to it, or fub-
ftratting from it, but were obliged either to ap-
prove all, or refufe all. This was a very great
Defeét in the Conftitution of the Roman Com-
mon-wealth, but it was unavoidable in their Situ-~
ation.  For as the People did not fend Deputies
from certain Diftrifts, or particular Claffes, to
reprefent them in the Senate, fimilar to our Mem-
bers of Parliament, they could no otherwife tran-
fatt the Bufinefs of the State, in their numerous
and tumultaous Aflemblies [convened together
for a few Hours] than by a fimple Affirmation,
or Negation.  Therefore the only Part, which
this Mob of Voters had to att, or could a&, in
the grand Affair of Legiflation, wherein the
Majeftas Populi Romani was fo immediately con-
cerned, was to pronouce a fingle Yzs or No.

The
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[ The fovereign Council, that is the Body of Citi-
zens, at Geneva, dothe fame at this Day.}] A
mighty Matter troly, and greaily to be envied
by us Britons !

Bur 4thly, and above all, the Propenfity of
the Romans for War, and their Averfion to any
lafting Peacc, conftituted, or ought to confli-
tute the moft dire&t Oppofition between their
Conduét, and ours. A Nation, whofe only Trade
was to conquer and fubdue, might with fome
Propriety, or at leaft with no Inconiifiency,
fcek cvery Occafion of following their defiruc-
iive, bloedy Occupation.  Dut how a com-
mercial Natien, fuch as ours, whofe continual
Aims 1t {iould be to increufe the Number of i
Friends, and to attra&t Cullomiers frem every
Part of the Globe, by promoting the mutuzl In-
tereflls of Mankind, and by gihving no juft Alarm.,
to their Fears and Jealoufies :—1 fay, how fuch
a Nation thould entertain that Fondnels for War,
and fhounld efpoufe fo many Quarreis as the
Englifh bave eagerly done for alinoft half a Cen-
tury laft paft, is, I own, beyond my Compre-
henfion. Nor can I find, even if we had come
off Conquerors in cvery Engagement, which we
bad, or * wifhed to have, whether by Sea or

Land,

* One Time the People were very clamorous for affiting the
Queen of Hungary; and nothing elfe counld conteat them.—
Then
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Land, and had triumphed over all the People
upon Earth, that thele fhining Vittories would
have reduced the Price of our Manufa&lures, or
have rendered them one Jot the better, or
cheaper, or fitter to be exported to foreign
Matkets. In fatt, there is fomething {o pre-
pofterous, and inaced fo ridiculous in the Farce,
were any Shop-heeper to try to bully all his
Cuftomers in order to compcl them to deal with
him againft their own Intereft and Inclination,
that one can hardly treat it in a {erious Manncr.
Yet alas! mutoto nomne de te Fabula narratur.
[See the Cafe of going to War for the Sake of
Trade among my American Trafls, printed for
Caper.] Morcover our affelting the Domi-
nion of the Qcean, in the Manner we do, greatly
prejudices all Mankind againft us. For the
Ocean, and all open Seas, are the bountiful
Gifts of Providence, like the Winds and At-
mofphere, wherein all the World have a com-
moN RicHT 5 and ought to enjoy it unmolefted.

Then the Tide turned, and they were equally clamorous to
affiit the King of Pruffa. At one Time that miferable
Ifland Corfica was the favourite Obje&, at another a Set of
Rocks, abfolutely barren, in the midft of a moft inhofpitable
Sea, and in a moft wretched Climate, called Falkland Ifland,
engrofled their Attention. In fhort, any Thing, and every
Thing, excepting that one Thing the moft needful for a Com.
mercial State, To futy 1o be quict, and do cur own Bufinefs,

I
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I uave now, I think, cleared off a great
deal of thofe vaft Heaps of Rubbifh, which lay
in my Way; and therefore might proceed to
ere&t a Super-Strufture on the Foundation al-
readylaid. But there is one Objeétion ftill re-
maining, which though a very falfe one, and
fupported by no Proof, is yet of fo popular, and
plaufible a Nature, that it muft not be pafled over
unnoticed.

The OBJECTION is this:

« The People, that is, every individual mo-
ral Agent among the People,” [for it muft mean
this, if it means any Thing, it being impoffible
to admit fome, and refufe others the Right of
Voting, with any Face of Juftice, where all
have an equal, indefeafible Right: Therefore
the Objeflion means, that] * every individual
“ Moral Agent among the People has an un-
« glienable Right to be felf-governed, that is to
«¢ chufe his own Legiflator, Governor, and Di-
« refor. Confequently to take from, or to
« deny any of them the free Exercife of this
« natural and fundamental Right, is to a&t the
“ Tyrant, and to be guilty of the worft Kind of
« Robbery that can be committed. Itisf{uchan
« atrocious Violation of the juft Rights of Man-
¢« kind, as will authorife every Man to ufe the
« moft fpecdy and efficacious Methods in his

* Power,
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“ Power, to aflert and recover his native Free-
“ dom, by redreffing his Wrongs, and puni/hing
¢ the Tyrantsand Ufurpers.™

Now, if the Cafe be really fuch, asis here
fuppofed, all that we have hitherto faid, muft pafs
for nothing. And therefore we muft firft ex-
amine into thefe ftrange Pretenfions of our
modern patriotic Objettors, which tend to un-
hinge all Society, before we can propofe any
Scheme for regulating the Mode of elefling
Deputies or Reprefentatives.

Trere are two Kinds of Rights, and only
two belonging to human Nature which are ftritly
and properly unalienable. Thefe are the Func-
tions of Nature, and the Duties of Religion.
And they are in no other Senfe unalienable, but
becaufe they are infeparable from the Subjett to

which they belong, and cannot be transferred to
another,

A Man, for Inftance, muft perform his ani-
mal Funttions for himfelf alone; there being
no fuch Thing as Eating and Drinking by Means
of a Proxy, or Deputation. Neither can one
Man difcharge the Duties of Religion in another’s
Stead: For thefe are perfonal Afls, which be-
come null and void the Moment that one Man
fhall pretend to give, or another undertake to

execute
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execute a Commiflion to aé for him. In fhort,
no Man can believe for another: Every Man
do this for himielf. And no Man can fubftitute
another to repent, or obey in his Stead : For
the Repentance and Obedience muft be his own,
otherwife it will rot be valid.  So far the Cales
are clear: Indecd they are felf evident.

Burwill any Mandare toaffirm, that the Affairs
of Government and Legiflation, and all the Con-
cerns of Civil Society relative both to Peace and
‘War.areunderthe fame Predicament, and incapa-
ble ofbeing performed by Proxiesor Deputations?
Surely no: Nothing lefs than Infanity could ex-
cufe the uttering of fuch a Paradox. Indeed
the Lockians them[elves, to give them their Dues,
are confcious that the Cafes are not parallel:
They are obliged to make this Confeffion, not-
withftanding all their Parade about their unali-
cnable Rights to be felf-governed (as Dr. Price
phrafes it) thatis, to clett their own Legiflators,
Governors, and Diretors. For all of them
[except honelt Rousseau, who is generally
confiflent, whether in Truth. or Error, and per-
haps alfo except Dr. Priestry;- 1 fay. all of
them ] feruple not to maintain, that the Minority
ought, for the moft Part, to be concluded by
the Majority ; and that it is their Duty to ac-
quiefce under fuch Determinations, tho' thofe
Decrces may happen to be very centiary to their

own
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swh private Judgments. Now this is a Thing
impoflible to be complied with in the Fun&ions
of Animal Life: I'or no Man can, even if he
would confign over hisown Privilege of eating and
drinking ; or depute another to act in his Stead :
In this RelpeQ the Minority cannot compliment
the Majority with their unalienable Rights.
Mereover as to the Affaies of Religion, and the
Performance of moral Duties,—in thele Cales
alfo the Rights of Conlfcience cannot be trans-
fecred either from the few to the many, or from
the many to the few, by any Covenant or Com-
paft whatfoever : Becaufe they are truly and
liverally unalienable.  Therefore no Majority
of Votes can bind in thefe Cales.—

Wit ther becomes of this boafted Demon-
ftration, this unanfwerable Argument, whereby
the Lockians have undertaken to prove, That
all the Governments and Legiflatures upon Earth
are {o many Robberies and Ulurpations, (yea
too, and all their Subjetts Sigves) {uch only ex-
cepted, if any fuch there be, as are adminiftered
according to the Lockian Syftem ?—Why truly,
this fame Confidence of boafting, when fifted to
the Bottom, dwindles into nothing: And the
Mountain in Labour is brought forth of a Moufe.
However, one Thing maft be acknowledged on
their Part, That this very Argument of unalienable
Rights, weak and trifling as it is, may neverthe-

lefs
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lefs become a formidable Weapon, inthe Hands
of defperate Catalinarian Men, for eftablifhing a
real and cruel Tyranny of their own (according
to the Example which the American Rebels have
already fet) inftead of that harmlefs, imaginary
Tyranny, of which they fo bitterly complain at
prefent.

CHAP.

[ 239 ]

C H A P 1v.

Of a limited Monarchy, and mixt Government.  Its
component Parts, Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and
Democracy.  Of the comparative Influence of
each :—On which Side the greateft Danger is
now to be apprehended.——=The Remedy propofed,
and proper Regulations.

AVING at laft, it is to be hoped, got over
every material Difficulty, let us return to

the main Point, from which we have been de-
tained fo long.—Deputies from, or Reprefenta-
tives of the People, though not abfolutely necef-
fary to the very Being and Exiftence of every le-
gitimate Government, might neverthelefs be of
great Ufe and Benefit to them all. For though
we dare not join with that unhappy Principle
which denounces open War, or meditates Con-
fpiracies and Aflaffinations againft all who fhould
prefume to govern without an affual Ele&ion,
Nomination, or Confent of the People ;—yet
we would by no means derogate from the fin-
gular Advantage, which might arife from a pro-
per Choice of Reprefentatives, to a€t as their
Truftees and Guardians. But above all, be it
ever
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ever ackmowledged, and for ever gIOfied .
that the Elefion of Perfons to reprefent 'ahe
People of Great-Biutan i Parhiament, s 2
fundamental Part of the Brilyfi Coniliution.
Here in Britain, the important Diftintiions, {o
oftenmentioned, of aftuat Contralls andof Quati-
Contrafls, enter into the very Effence of ous
Government. For every Voter oF Elc&tor, by
giving his Vote, makes himfelf an aifual (?on-.
tra@or: And every Non-Votcr, whether Maie or
Female, young or old, by living p'eaceahly ;ﬁ‘:rzd {o-
eurely anongft us. and enjoying the Pmtcc”t@n of
the State, is a Quafi- Contrattor. Bymcansof that
26tual Contraét, which is made between the Re-
prefentatives Parliament, and a cerﬁaif} 'Num-
ber of Elcfors or Voters in cvery Duftriit; the
Abufe of delcgated Power may be in a grear
Meafure guarded againft ;—perhaps as cflcttually
as can be expefted in the prefen: imperfeét State
of Things. And by means of that Quafi-Con-
trad, which clways fubfifts between the Govern-
ing Powers of a State, and the whole Body of
the People. and every Individual thereof; the
Evils of demociatical Anarchy and Confufion
are prevented, and Government itfelf is rendelied
an ufeful, practicable Thing, inftead of being
either a vifionary Scheme, or an Engine of the

blind Fury of a mad Populace.

TowARrDs
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Towarps the Beginning of the former Chap-
ter, we fet out with the following Enquiry,
*“ How fhall the People reccive a reafonable Se-
*“ curity, that the Powers wherewith their Go-
‘“ vernors are entrufted, both in making Laws,
“and in executing them, fhall not be mifap-
“plied?”  And in the Progrefs of the Work,
we examined into thofe conftitutional Principles
[szdom, Power, and Goodnefs] on the Ex-
exercile of which, in one Degree or other, all
moral and civil Governments muft depend. - In
the next Place, we took a View of thofe feveral
Forms, or exterior Modes of Adminiftration,
which give diftin& Denominations to different
Governments, the Monarchical, the Arifto-
cratical. and the Democratical. The chief De-
fe€ts and Imperfettions of each of which were then
cndeavoured to be pointed out. [And befides
this, particular Exceptions were made to the
Governments of Sparta, Athens, and Rome, as
being altogether improper for our Cafe and Cir-
cumftances, and indeed very repugnant to that
Provifion for general Safety, and focial Happi-
nefs, which ought to be the End and Aim of
every political Inftitution. ]

Frow this Survey of Things, it evidently fol-
lows, That as neither of the above Forms is de-
firable in itfelf, a Government compounded of all
three, and partaking of fo much of the Nature

of
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of each, as fhall make every Pari be a Check
and Counter-balance to the others, [without im-
peding the Motion of the whole] fecms to be
the beft : It is indeed the fitteft to give a reafona-
ble Security to the People, that they fhall be
well governed. And fuch a Conftitution, Thanks
to kind Providence, is that under which we now
live ;—did we but attend properly to it. by cor-
re@ing thofe few Errors, which Time hasintro-
duced; and did we but improve every Circum-
ftance belonging to it to the moft Advantage.

Now, as the Britifi Government is com-
pounded of three diftin€t Parts, the Regal, A-
riftocratical, and Popular; the firft Inquiry
fhould be, which of thefe wants retifying the
moft ? Or, in other Words, Which of them
feems to preponderate fo much at prefent, as to
threaten Deftruftion to the other two ?

It hath been a Prattice of many Years ftand-
ing with thofe Gentlemen who chufe the Road
of Oppofition, (inftead of puifuing other Me-
thods) for obtaining Honours, Places, and Pre-
ferments, to alarm and terrify well-meaning
People with inceffant Cries, that the Conflitution
is in Danger, through the corrupt Influcnce of
the Crown : —And that they are the only Per-
fons who can fave a finking State.—This was
the Watch-Word always made ufe of during a

very
s
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very long Conteft againft Sir Rosrrt War-
porE. But no fooner were thefe uncorrupt Pa-
triots got into Power, and had gratified their
Ambition and Revenge, than they changed their
Note. They then happily difcovered, what
was hid from their Eyes before, that cach of the
component Parts of a mixt Government, ought
to have a certain Influence on the others ;—and
that the Influence of the Regal on the Arifto-
cratical and Democratical Branches, was neither
more, nor greater than it ought to be. Nay,
thefe new-enlighted quondam Demagogues then
deigned to inftruét us in their celebrated Treatife

Fatlion detetied by the Evidence of Fadls, in hov;
many feveral Relpelts the ancient feudal Prero-
gative had been abridged and curtailed, and
how much greater Security we enjoy for the
Prefervation of our Liberties, than our Fore-
Fathers had before us. There is no Doubt to
be made, were our prefent Race of Patriots
ever to become vitorious, either by the Subver-
fion of the Miniftry, or the Subverfion of the
State, and the Ere@tion of a Common-Wealth

but that they too would with to mimic theix:
Predeceflors in difplaying the vaft Advantace
which thefr Country have reaped from their L:-
bours for the public Good.— The plain Zngly/f
of which is, That they ought to be well paid. In
the mean Time, as this Event is perhaps not fo
near its Accomplifhment as they could wifh ;—

and
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and as neither the Inns nor the Outs are to be
relied upon for giving a fair and impartial State
of the prefent Influence of the Crown [neither
Side being willing to difcover the real Truth ]
It is not impoflible but that a Perfon of in-
finitely lefs Abilities than thofe who have under-
taken to give an Account of this Matter, may
fucceed better ; becaufe he is enlifted under no
Man’s Banners, has no Party to ferve, lias no-
thing but the Truth in View, none to fear, and
none to {latter.

Wi ar is generally underftood by the Influ-
ence of the Crown, muft arife either from an
open and avowed Exertion of fome undoubted
Prerogative of the Crown ;—or from fome fecret
Artifice, not authorifed by Law, and therefore
not to be juftified, which the Crown is fuppofed
to make ufe of, in order to obtain fome certain
End.

Ir the former is here meant by the Affertion,
that the Influence of the Crown has rapidly en-
creafed of late Years;—it is faying in other
Words, that the legal or conftitutional Preroga-
tive of the Crown has been extended, inftead of
being curtailed,—has been enlarged inftead of
being abridged ;—and that the Power of the

Prince is more abfolute and unrefirained, and
lefs
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lefs confined by Law fince the Revolution, than
it was before. 'Will any Man in his fober Senfes
dare to maintain fuch a Paradox P—

Bur if the Term Influence is to be taken inthe
latter Senfe; thatis, if by itis meant fuch clan-
deftine Praftices as the Law condemns,and there-
fore would punifh, if legally detetted ;— this is
an Accufation, which muft firft be proved before
Sentence can be paft on the Offenders. For
tho’ it is very probable, that the beft of human
Governors have, m all Ages, fhewn themfelves
not much averfe to the Ufe of bad Means for the
attaining fuch Ends as they wifh to accomplifh,
and not otherways attainable ;—yet it is much to
be queftioned, whether the particular Vices of
Bribery and Corruption, [I mean in the grofs
Senfe of the Word] have been praéticed by the
Agents of the Crown, to a greater Extent of late
Years than they ufed to be.—— Far therefore
from fuggefting a Thought, that our prefent Mi-
nifters, any more than their Predeceflors, are
perfettly immaculate ;—1I only fay, that it has
not yet appeared, that they are worfe in this
Refpett than former Minifters ;—much lefs has it
been proved, that Bribery and Corruption have of
late Years made fuch a rapid and alarming Pro-
grefs, as to deferve a peculiar Stigma. My Rea-
fons are the following: Firft, in the greateft
Elettioneering Contefts, whichperhaps this Coun-

try
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try ever faw, when every Specics of undue In-
fluence was put in Praétice, with fhameful Noto-
ricty :—Yct it was not {o much as attempted to
be proved, that the public Treafury had been
opened to bribe the Elcltors in any of thofe Dif-
putes. - For the Truth of this, I appeal to thofe,
who remember all, or any of the moft violent
Contefts which have been raifed within the laft
30 Years ;—particularly the threc great ones at
Briftol within that Period,—the grcat Conteft in
Oxfordfhire, at Northampton,—inCumberland,—
and lately in Giocefler/lure.  In all which there
can hardly be a Sufpicion, much lefs a direét
Proof, that the Bribery and Corruption, (but too
much praéticed) whether in Money. or by other
Means, were owing to the Sums iffued from the
Treafury. My fecond Reafon is, That by means
of that quick Viciffitude of Things, to which per-
haps this Country is more fubjeét than any other,
it has often happenced, that many of the Quss have
come iz, and many of the Jus have gone out ;—
yet no Side, notwithftanding their mutual Ran-
cour, hath impeached the other, when they had
the Books of the Treafury in their own Hands,
of baving been guilty of thofe Mal-Pratices, and
of that Bribery and Corruption which are here
furmifed.—Now this they moft probably would
have done, had any fuch Proofs been upon Re-
cord;—or even could they have brought any
Thing fufpicious from the Minutes in the Trea-

fury-
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fury-Books, of fuch a Mifapplication of public
Money.—Thirdly, the Sums generally fpent at
fuch contefted Elettions, 1is another ftrong
Evidence, that Place-Men and Penfioners are
notthe principal Aétors inthefemodern Tragedies.
A Place-Man [or, if you pleafe, a Penfioner]
has perhaps 1000l. or 1500l. or even 2000l. a
Year: Thisisaccounted to be his Summum Bonum,
his Confcience, his Country, and his God. Now,
can it be imagined, that fucha Man, who is thus
charaéterized to have no Regard to any Thing
but his own Intereft, would fpend, if Ae could,
10,000].—perhaps 20,000l. nay, 30,000l.—
or even more, for obtaining a Seat in Parlia«
ment to fecure his Place, or his Penfion? No-=
The Suppofition is foolith and abfurd: It con-
futes itfelf.  Any Book of Calculations may
fuffice to inform us, that fuch precarious Things
as Places or Penfions, are not worth a tenth
Part of fuch Purchafe-Money.--Laftly, in al-
moft all vehement Eleétioneering Strugples,
where vaft Sums are expended, the Ground of the
Conteft is feldom or never about any national
Affair :---But about the important Queftion,---
Who fhall be uppermoft ?---Whether this great
Family, or that, infuch a County, or fuch a Bo-
rough?---What Party Connegtion, or Party Colour
fhalthavethe Afcendent? Andwhether this Leader,
orthat Leader, thisClub, orthat, in fuch a €ounty,
City, or Borough, fhall poll the moft Votes ?—

Points,
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Points, which concern the Public, or even the
Miniter for the Time being, juflt as much as
the Big-endians, or Little-éndians of the face-
tious Dean Swir1.

Wi then; if the great Influence of the
Crown, thatdangerous Influence, which is every
Day encreafing, and ousht to be diminifhed.
doth not arife from fuch Caufes as thefe. at lcaft
in any confiderable Degree ;—from what doth it
arife? and how 1s the Growth of it to be pre-
vented ?---The Caufes of this encrcafing Influ-
ence, are the vaft Territories abroad, and thofe
ruinous Wars, and immenfc Expences which the
occafion; and ever will occafion whilft we are
comnetted with them, under onc Pretence or
other. Can any Man make a Doubt of this ? -—
If he doth, let him try, even in Thouzht and
Imagination, to fubflitute a Syftem for the Go-
vernmcnt, or Reduction of fuch remote Coun-
tries, which would ftand clear of thofe Evils,
which we now feel, and continually deplore.
Suppofe, for Esample, a certain Event, which
moft probably 1s approaching with hafty Strides;
viz. That the Englifh fettled in Bengal. and in
the other Provinces of thie Indian Empire, thould
take it into their Heads, that they too have un-
alienable Rightsas well as the Americans ;---and
that, like them, now they are freed from the
Apprechenfions of a French Domination, they will

no
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no longer receive Laws from alittle, paultry Spot
in Europe, diftant by Sea almolt 10.000 Miles.
Fired therefore with the glorious Thought of
native Freedom, the Birth-right of every Engl/i_
man [ though not of other Men ; for by the by,
the moft zealous of our Engli/h Independents,
are the leafl inclined to make other Men inde-
pendent: And thercfore I fay] fired with the
glorious Thought of their own Independence,
and of Self-Government, they bravely defy not
only the Gentlemen and * Ladies of Léaden-Hall
Affembly, but alfo the King, Lords, and Com-
mons of Great-Britmn in Parliament affembled.
Now herc I afk, How is this Rebellion to be
{upprefled? And who is to have the Ap-
pointment, and the Payment of all the Troops,
and of all the Squadrons, Tran{ports, &c.; alfp
of the feveral Officers, Commanders, Con-
traftors, Purveyors, Surveyors, Examiners,
Store-keepers, Deputies, Clerks, and of num-
berlefs other Beings to be employed for the Sup-
preflion of it? The Crown undoubtedly,— for it
is the undoubted Prerogative of the Crown,—as
the fupreme executive Power: Otherwife there

* The Ladies have Votes at the Eafl-India Houfe.—Let the
Lockians give 4 Reafon confiftently with their Principles, if
they can,---Why Women aie debarred from voting for Di-
rectors m Parliament, and yet allowed to vote for Direftors at
the India Houfe.

will
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will be Two Supremes within the fame State ; —a
Solecifm this, which even our modern political
Refipers have not yet attempted to propofe.
This being the Cafe, how will you prevent the
Crown from gaining a prodigious Influence by
the Creation of fuch a Multitude of new Ap-
pointments, and by the annual Expenditure of
of the many Millions which will be wanted for
the Payment of them? How will you prevent
it, I fay, whillt it has fuch gainful Things to
give ;---even fuppofing (which no Man in his
Senfes can fuppofe) that not a finglé Place would
be created, nor a Farthing expended, beyond
what the Nature of the Cafe required? Yet,
even on this Suppofition, and without Jobs or
Embezzlements of any Kind, fo many lucrative
Places and Employments, [all neceffarily in the
Difpofal of the Crown] muft crcate a Depen-
dence, call it by what Name you pleafe, as long
as human Nature fhall continue to be what it
has ever been fince Government began. And
this is the very Influence which now too much
preponderates in our public Councils. Here
then the Secret is out at laft. The legal and con-
ftitutional Prerogative of the Crown is not to be
blamed: But our diftant, unwieldly Colonies,
and our ruinous Wars for their Sakes are
the real Caufes of all our Complaints.—It is
thefe which involve us in thoufands of Dif-
trefles, of which we fhould have been
happily ignorant, had it not been for fuch Con-

ne &lions.
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neftions. They therefore, and they only, are
the Authors of our prefent Misfortunes; and
will involve us in flill greater, if we fhall ob-
ftinately perfift in retaining thefc remote, un-
manageable Poffeflions :—6% For the Govern-
ing of which, I will be bold to fay, the Engli/h
Conflitution was not calculated, and s not fit.
This is fo plain a Cafe, that no Man of Rgafon
will pretend to deny it, or undertake to prove
the contrary. How then comes it to pafs, that
neither Minifters, nor Anti-Minifters have ever
affigned the true Caufe of thofe Evils, which we
daily feel, and of which we are perpetually
complaining ?>—The Reafon is this, Neither
Minifters, nor their Opponents ever mcant to
ferve the Public, at the Rifque of their own
Intereft.—The uttering of difagrecable, un-
popular Truths might be attended with certain
Confequences to themfelves which they wifh to
avold: And therefore they defire to be ex-
culed.

Suourp, for Example, the Minifter for the
Time being, have the Honefty and Sincerity
openly to declarc, that extended Commerce,
and extended Territorial Acquifitions are repug-
nant to cach other: That Induftry, Probity,
and Frugality are much more f{erviceable to the
Promotion of Agriculture and Manufatures
than all the Glare of War and military Glory ;—
and that the Boaft of conquering America in

Germany,
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Germany, or any w here elfe, was. an improper.
idle, Bravado, fitter to raife the Refentment of
other Nations, thanto ferve ouriclves.  Should,
I fay, a Minifter has ¢ the Honefly and Sincerity
openly to avow thefe unpopular Truths, and
venture to declare, thatthe proper Way of di-
minifhing ¢hat Influence of the Crown which i«
really dangerous, would be to diminifh our Ex-
pences,—by renouncing all forcign Pofleflions.
and cultivating the Arts of Pcace 1n the two fruit-
ful Ilands of Great-Britain and Ireland : Should
any oftenfible Minifter have the Courage to utter
thefe honeft, unwelcome Truths ;—Who would
{fupport him ?—Who would thank him ?—Who
would not perfecute him

Acaiy, Were any of our Demagogues to tell

their beft Friends, the Mob, that Gibraltar and
Portmahon are very cxpenfive, and very ufelefs
Things ;—that the Ocean is the grcat Common of
Nature, which belongs to no Nation, Languagc,
or People, in any exclufive Senfe; but ought
to be free, like the Air, for the Ufe of all; and
that the keeping up any Pretenfions to the con-
trary, is as impolitic, as it 1s unjuft; ferving no
other End, but to irritate all the World againft

us :—Al{o fhould he oblerve, that €olonies of

every Sort or Kind are, and ever were, a Drain
0, and an Jucumbrance on the Mother-Countr s,
requiring perpetual and expenfive Nurfing in

thejr
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their Infancy ;—and becoming headRrong and

ungovernable, in Proportion as they grow up,—
and never failing to revolt, as foon as they fhail
find that they do not want our Affiftance :—And
that even at the beft, thofe commercial Advan-
tages, which are vulgarly fuppofed to arife from
them, are more imaginary than real ;—becaufe
it is impoflible to compel diftant Settlements to
trade with the parent State, to any great De-
gree beyond what their own Intereft would
prompt them to : [And Self-Intereft needs no
Compulfion. - —Moreover, fhould any Orator of
this Stamp procecd to fhew, that fince the Laws
for governing the Colonies, have from the Be-
ginning proved nugatory and vain, attended with
vaft Expence, and no proportionable Profit;—
therefore fhould he propole atotal Separation, and
recommend the fhaking them entirely off;—in
Confequence of which Multitudes of Places
would be abolifhed, Jobbs and Contraéls effec-
tually prevented, Millions of Money faved, uni-
verfal Induftry encouraged, and the Influence of
the Crown reduced to that Mediocrity it ought
to have : —— Should, I fay, any of our
modern Demagogucs  dare to  recommend
thefe falutary Truths, what would his Brother-
Demagogucs fay to him ?—Would they affift
him in this good Work >—No; they would not,
—though conflcious to themfelves, that nothing

better
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better, or more feafonable, could be rccom-
mended.—On the contrary, they would open in
full Cry againft fuch an Apoflate from the com-
mon Caufe,—would perlecute him in every
Shape, and excite the Populace to pour forth the
bittereft Execrations againft him ;—if not to
procced to ftill greater Extremities.

Wuar Courle is he then to také? And how
is he to a&t, in order that hc may feem to aimata
national Reformation, and a Redrefs of Griev-
ances, without intending any Thing real? The
public Good requires one Condutt: But Po-
pularity and Party another. Prefled by this
Dilemma, it is but too obvious which his Choice
would be. Such a Man would warmly rccom-
mend a Reform in the K—g’s Kitchen, in his
Cellar, in his Houfhold Servants, and his
Houthold Furniture ;—nay, I had almolft faid,
in his Dog-Kennel.—In fhort, he would pro-
pofe to fave and to retrench in every Article,
except that grand one, a Separation from the
Colonies, which is worth a thoufand of the reft.
—So that in order to gratify the perverfe Hu-
mours of thefe unhappy Times, Majefty muft
be facrificed to a rcpublican Fagtion, and the
Power of the Princc in the Management of his
own private Concerns, be reduced to a Con-
dition much more abjctt than that of any of his
Subjeéts.

As
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As long as the Temper and Intellefts of
Mankind fhall remain in this wretched and dif-
ordered State, nothing truly good is likely to
be done. We muft therefore wait with Pa-
tience for better Times; hoping, that kind Pro-
vidence will infpire onc Part of the Community
with founder Underftandings, and the other with
better Hearts.

§. The Ariftocratical Part of the Conflitution.

Respectine this Branch very little need be
faid. For the prefent Ariftocracy is very far
from being formidable. Indeed it can hardly
be faid to have Weight enough in the political
Scale, fo as to maintain a proper Balance be-
tween the two other great Powers of the Con-
ftitution.—'Tis true, the Baronage in former
Times was a dreadful Engine of Tyranny and
Oppreflion. A few great Lords combining to-
gether, often fhook the Throne, often trampled
on Law and Juftice, and opprefled the com-
mon People at their Pleafure. But thefe Times
are no more: A Peer of the Realm has no
Jurifdi€tion annexed to his Barony; he is en-
titled to no Privilege or Prerogative authorjfing
him to treat his Tenants, as Slaves and Vaffals;
but is as amenable to the regular Courts of Law,
as any private Subjeét. Moreover as to the
landed Eftates of Pcers, they being as divifible

into
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into {mall Shares as the Eftates of Commoners ;
therefore the Power of the Peerage is fo far-
from encreafing, that it is greatly on the Dec-
chbne, if compared with what we find on Record
in former Times.

§. The Democratical Part of the Conflitution ;—-
wherein the Power of electing Dcputies to repre-
Jent the People is particularly confidered.

Tuat Government was ordained for the Good
of the People ; and that this is the great Objeét
which ought always to be attended to in every
political Inftitution, are Points, which I fhall
take for granted. The only Matter worthy our
prefent Inquiry is, How fhall this public Good
be moft cilfettually promoted ? And, if divers
Means fhould be propofed, which is the beft >—
Deputies from, and Reprefentatives of the Peo-
ple, not only bid the faireft of any others, for
this Purpofe ; but are likewife made an effential
Branch of the Britifh Conftitution. Therefore
the Benefits and  Advantages thence arifing, are

the Subjetts which come next to be confi-
rlered.

Tue beft of human Inftitutions cannot be fup-
poled to be fo abfolutely perfeét, as to wantno
Correttion or Amendment.  Nay, Time, and
an Alteration of Circumftances will introduce

fome
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fomie Diforders into the beft, and point out De-
fects, which could not be forefeerrat firft.  This
is the Cale with Refpe&t to the democratical Part
of our Government.  Diforders undoubtedly
there are, and Defefts not a few, which call
aloud for a Remedy; if any can be found, which
will not increafe the Difeafe, inftead of curingit,
or will not introduce new, and worfe Evils, by
attempting to remove the old ones.

Tue Remedies which have been of late
Years moft warmly propofed by thofe Gentle-
men, who glory in the Title of being the
Difciples of Mr. Locke, are the following :

1ft, Tuar there {hall be a more equal Repre-
{cntation of the People, refpefiing their Num-
bers :

endly, Tuar there fhall be a more equal Re-
prefentation of them, refpetting their Property,

Ax~p gdly, Tuar thefe Reprefentatives fhall
not continue longer than one Year, or at moft
than three Years, without a new Ele&ion.

Let us begin with the firft of the Remedies
here propofed for the Cure of our political Di-
forders. This Notion of the Neceflity of an
equal Reprefentation, is grounded on that

Lockian
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Lockian Idea of the unalienable Right of each
Individual to be Self-governed ; Notions, which I
hope, have been fufliciently confuted. However,
as Truth will bear to be feen in various Lights,
and what is wrong never can become right, I
will now purfue this Deception, through a new
Difguife, and endeavour to prefent the Reader
with a fecond Confutation of it.

Tuererore in Conformity to the Lockian
Plan of equal Reprefentation, I will ftate the
following Cafe: [A Cafe fufficiently exal for
our prefent Purpofe] Let us fuppofe that the
Ifland of Great-Britain contains feventy Millions
of Acres, and feven Millions of Inhabitants ; —
and that it is propofed by the Lockian Politi-
cians, [ fomething fimilar to which is done almoft
every Day] That thefe feven Millions of Inha-
bitants ought to fend nearly {even hundred De-
puties to reprefent them in Parliament : So that
each Million fhall ele&t an hundred Reprefenta-
tives. So far the Scheme looks plaufible ; but
mark the Confequences:—One Million out of
the feven are crowded together, inhabiting a
{mall Spot, perhaps not more than twenty thou-
fand Acres ; whilft the remaining fix Millions arc
fcattered over the Face of the Country ; alfo fe-
veral Millions of Acres lie wafte, without any In-
habitants at all. Now this central Million, as
it may be called, [alias London, Weftminfler,

Southwark,
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Southwark, and their Environs] with an hun-
dred Deputies, all of their own eleting, and
continually under their Influence, and always
ready at Hand, will be an over-match for the
Reft of the Kingdom in every Conteft, and be-
come every Day more and more predominant.—
Can any Man doubt of this >—He cannot, if he
cither knows, what human Nature is in general,
when armed with Power;—or can refle@ the
many Monopolies and Exclufions, which London
in particular hath already obtained both by Sea
and Land. Foreven at prefent, when London,
Weftminfler, and Southwark, bave but cight Re-
prefentatives, they have encroached on the Li-
berties and Trade of their Fellow-Subjefts 1n
Hundreds of Inftances, have had the Appropria-
tion of vaft Sums of the public Money, for
building of Bridges, &¢. &c. and have engroffed
feveral Advantages, which ought to have been
left common to all. Now, if the Metropolis has
the Balance of Power already fo much in its Fa-
vour, would you wifh to make it preponderate
upwards of twelve Times more than it doth ?

Acain : All over-grown Cities are formida-
ble in another View, and therefore ought not to
be encouraged by new Privileges, to grow ftill
more dangerous ; for they are, and ever were,
the Seats of Faétion and Sedition, and the Nur-
feries of Anarchy and Confufion. A daring, and

defperate
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defperate Leader, in anv great Metropolss, at
the Head of a numerous Mob, is terrible to the
Peace of Socicty, even in the moft delpotic Go-
vernments :—But in London, where the People
are the moft licentious upon Earth.—1In Lenden,
where the Populace are daily taught, that they
have an unalienable Right to be felf-governed ;—
and that their Rulers are no other than their Ser-
vants :—In London, where nothing is held facred,
but the Will of the People [blafphemoully called,
the Veice of God] what are you to expeét from
an Addition of Priviege and Power, but an
Encreafe of the moft daring Outrages, and the
Subverfion of Law and Government? The au-
dacious Villanies recently committed in  Fune,
1780, are {ufficient, one would think, to give
any Man a Surfeit of the very Idea of adding
ftill greater Influence and Power to a London

Mob.

Oxct more, If a Man has any Senfe of Rec-
titude and good Morals, or has a Spark of
Goodnefs and Humanity remaining, he cannot
wifh to entice men into grecat Cities by frefh
Allurements. Such Places are already become
the Bane of Mankind in every Scnfe. in their
Healths, their Fortunes, their Morals, Religi-
gion, &c. &c. &c. And it is obfervable of
London in particular, that were no fiefh Re-
cruits, Male and Female, to come out of the

Country.
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Country, to fupply thofe Devaftations whick
Vice, Intemperance, Brothels, and the Gal-
lows are continually making, the whole human
Species in that City would be foon exhaufted :
For the Number of Deaths exceed the Births by
at leaft 7000 every Year.—So much as to the
1ft Remedy propofed by the Lockians for the
Cure of our political Diforders.

Tur od is, That there fhall be a more equal

Reprefentation of the Inhabitants of this Ifland
refpeéting their Property.,

Mr. Locks himfelf ftrongly leans towards the
Dottrine of reprefenting Property ;—and many
of his Followers dire@ly maintain it.—Though
the Notion itfelf islittle lefs than a Contradi€tion
to their favourite grand Principle of unalienable
Rights belonging to cach Individual, whether
poor or rich.  For if fuch Rights do belong to
any Beings whatever, they muft belong to Per-

jm'z, not to Property.  Moreover, according to
this Doctrine, every Man, who has no Property,
ought to have no Ve, notwithftanding the fui)-
poled unalienable Rights of his Nature. And a
rich Man, with large and extenfive Property,
ought to have many Votes in Proportion to his
Riches.  Confequently the Grand Twré, and
every other Defpot, who is the only rich Man,
being the Proprietor and Lord of all, is Juftly

entitled
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entitled to every Vote within his Dominions :—
Or rather, he is the only rightful Voter, and
therefore reprefents all Property in his own Per-
fon. What a Revolution is this! For hence 1t
comes to pafs, that the Oftoman Empire, the
very Quinte{fencc of Tyranny, is all of a fudden
transformed into a mild, juft, and cquitable Go-
vernment ; exhibiting a moft perfeét Model of
fair Reprefentation.

Tue laft Remedy propofed for the Cure of
our political Diforders, is the Frequency of
general Eletions, which it fecms ought to be
triennial,— if ot annual: And then all would
be well. Never did Mountebank Dodlor puff
off his fophifticated Drugs with more rhetorical
Flourifhes, than our State Dottors hdve ccle-
brated the Virtues of their infallible Noflrum of
annual or tricnnial Parliaments. Nay, they
have affured the Populace in fome of their Ha-
rangucs, that they have an unalicnable Right to
require us to fwallow ihis Prefcription. But
let us enquire a little before we fwallow.—The
firlt Benefit, we are told. which is to accrue from
annual General Eleflions, is, < That we fhall
¢ be reflored to our antient Conftitution of an-
¢ nual Parliaments.”  What? Doth not the
Parliament now mcct annually ? And hath it
ever failed to meet annually fince the Revolu-
tion? * Oh, no: * Itmcets, 'tistruc: Dut
it
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*itis not a new Parliament, [a new Houfe of
‘ Commons] which meets; but only a Continu-
*¢ ation of the old one; whereas there ought to
“ have becn a new Houfe of Commons every
¢ Time that thereisanew Seflions of Parliament.
*“ And the People have an unalienable Right to
“ demand a Reftoration of their anticnt Privi-
“ leges.”—How doth it appear, that amnual Ge-
neral Eleftions ever were an antient Privilege
of the People ?—And what Authority do you
produce in fupport of this extraordinary Affer-
tion ?—* There was a Law made the 4th of Ep-
s WARD IIT. C. 14.—which enatts, that Par-
* liaments fhalll be held once a Year, or more
‘“ often, if ncedbe: This Law was confirmed in
¢ the 36th Year of the fame Prince, and fll re-
‘“ mains unrepealed.  Therefore”—Therefore
what ?—¢ Therefore, the holding of a Parlia-
“‘ ment once every Year, or more often if need
“ be,—fignifics the fame Thing, [in patriotic
“ Language] as that there fhall be a General
¢ Elettion of the Houfe of Commons once ever
““ Year, or oftener.”.—Surely the candid and im-
partial Reader doth not expeét a formal Confu-
tation of fo wild an Argument.—-Taking therc-
fore for granted, that the holding of a Parlia-
ment, and a General Eleflion of the Commons
are not fynonymous Terms, I will endeavour to’
employ the Reader’s Time and my own to better
Purpofes, by ftating the Fa&t, fiom which this
ftrange
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ftrange Notion of the conftitutional Right of an-
nual General Ele@lion feems to have taken its
Rife.—When the Commons of Englaid werc
exceflively poor, and when the Members of the
Houfe of Reprelentatives werc, almoft to a
Man, either the Tenants of the Crown, or the
Vaffals, Dependents, and Retainers of the great
Barons [there being hardly fuch a Perfon then
exifting, as what we now call an ndependent
Country Gentleman] two Thingswercdecmedgreat
Favours at that Junéture, which would be looked
uponin thefe Times ina very different Light.
The one was, The excufing of the poorer Bo-
roughs (efpecially the Tenants of the Crown)
from fending Mcmbers to Parliament:  And
this was fo frequent a Pralice, that even the
Sheriffs would fomctimes make Returns. that
this or that Borough was in fuch a pauper State,
as not to be able to bear the Expence of fending
Reprefentatives. The other was, That the
Elefted themfelves [for fmall Cities and Towns
Corporate} did not confider the Officc of a
Member of Parliament in that high and honour-
able Light in which it {tands at prefent.  Men,
who have not much to give, and no Favours to
beflow, and who ftand more in need of the Pro-
teCtion of others, than others do of them. are
not much courted and carcfled at any Time.

# Now
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* Now this was the very Cafe with the Reprefen-
tatives in Parliament, I mean for fmall Cites
and Borough-Towns, during all the Reigns of
the Plantagenets, and the Tupors; (as fhall be
more fully made to appear in the enfuing Chap-
ter] therefore many, if not moft of fuch Mem-
hers, thought it a greater Favour to be ex-
cufed from ferving a burthenfome Office, than
to be eletied to it.  As to the Wages they re-
ceived from their Conftituents, every one muft
know, that at any Time, and according to
the moft frugal Mode of Living, the Sums re-
ceived could not be fufficient for defraying the

Mm Expences

* An Obfervation of the very learned and Hon. Darnes
BarringTON, Efg; corroborates what is here advanced. In
his ufeful Annotations on ancient Statutes, Page 417, of 3d.
¥dition, he remarks, That ¢ HeNryY [the VII.] had the
< Merit either from Reafons of Policy, or perhaps more hu-
« mane Motives, to render the lower Clafs of People lefs de-
¢ pendent upon the rich and powerful.” And adds at Page
419, * This Protedlion of the inferior Clafles of his Subjeéts,
¢« produced, as a natural Confequence, a greater Freedom
¢« and Independency in the lower Houfe of Parliament. Sir
*“ Tuomas More oppofed a Subfidy with Succefs, in the
*¢ laft Year of this King's Reign ; which is, perhaps, t% the
« firft Intance of Oppofition to a Meature of the Crown by
« 4 Member of the Houfe of Commons.”

Bur though the Reprefentatives of the People began to ac-
jquire Confequence in Proportion as the People themfelves be -
came lefs dependent on the Prince, or on his Barons ;---yet
they hardly felt their full Strength till a much later Period

In
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Expences incurred.  Hence therefore it was na-
tural for them to confider the Diflolution of the
Houfe at the End of every Seflions as a Matter
of Grace and Favour; in order that they might
have a Chance of not being eletted a fecond
Time. So that from this Circumftance we may
trace the true Caufe, how it came to pafs, that
at the End of every Seffions of Parliament, the
Houfe of Commons was generally diffolved :—
11fay generally: For there were fome Exceptions:
And moft affuredly the Prince was not then un-
der the Obligation of any pofitive Statute L{aw

as

n the fucceeding Reign a moft remarkable Inftance occurs of
their Non-importance, even in their own Eyes. One
RicHARD STRODE [fee Statutes at large, 4. H. YIII. C.8.]
2 Tinner and Member for Plimton in Devonfhire, had very
properly, as it feems, joined with other Memb'em of the Houfe
of Commons in promoting Bills for preventing ‘Ius Brotl{er-
Tinners from monopolizing the Tin Trade. This was Crime
enough in their Eyes. They therefox:e called a Parliament of
the Stannaries to condemn the Culprit for v.vhat he had. done
in the Parliament at Wefminfler. And having fined him b s
Proceffes in their Law-Courts to the Amox‘mt of 160l. they
<« imprifoned him in a Dungeon, a defep P.xt under Ground
<« in the Caftle of Eidford, the which Prifon is one of" t}}e moft
<« heinous, contagious, and detcﬁable. Places within tl§i3
¢« Realm, and put Irons upon him to his more greater Palﬁ
<« and Jeopardy, and gave him b“t. Bread and Water only.

In which Situation he continued till he was r?}eafed by a
« Writ of Privilege out of the King’s Exc‘hequer [N.B. A.
Privilege, not as being a Member of Parliament; for that it

. ion; but] ¢ as being one of
feems, gave him then no protection; but] 8 O e
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{@s he now is] for diffolving it at any particular
given Time. It was wholely at his own Qption,
whento doit, The Jrift Houle of Commons,
copicd from the Engli/h Model, puts this Affair
beyond Difpute. Forin that Kingdom, when
an Houfe of Reprefentatives was eleted, at the
Acceffion of a new King, it was to remain ua-
diffolved (’till the late oftennial A¢t altered the
Cafe] during the Life of the reigning Prince, if
he thought proper :—If not, he might diffolve
* as often.as he pleafed, and command new Elec-
tions to be made.—So much as to the boafted
conflitutional Rights of annual Elefions.
Mm 2 How-

the King’s Colletors in the faid County for the firft of the
two Quindeims granted at, and in this Parliament:---
Wherefore the faid Ricuarp humbly prayeth, that it may
be ordained, eftablithed, and enaéted by the King our So-
vereign Lord, and by the Lords 6piritual and Temporal,
and the Commons in this prefent Parliament affernbled, and
by the Authority of the fame, that the faid Condemnations,

and Condemnation of the fid 160l. &c. &c. be utterly
¢ void, and of none Effe&.”

TheLegiflature having granted this moft reafonable Requeft,
added a farther Security to Members of Parliament, viz.
¢ That all Suits, Accufements, Condemnations, Executions,
¢ Fines, Amerciaments, Punithments, Collettions, Grants,
¢ Charges or Impofitions put, or had, or hereafter to be put,

or had unto, or upon the faid RicHarD, and to every
other of the Perfon or Perfons afore fpecificd, that now be
of this prefent Parliament, or that of any Parliament here-
¢ after fhall be, for any Bill, Speaking, Reafoning, or de-

¢ ¢laring

<6

<«

€«
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Howzver, though our Modern-Patriots hav.e
failed moft egregioufly i this Point; yet, if
they can make it appear, that anrl\ual or trien-
nial Ele&lions would be produttive of more
Good than Evil, every real Patriot will wifh
Succefs to their Endeavours, whatever may have
been their Motives.

Axp 12. Theyaffure us, * that annual Elec-
“ tions would put an End to all Bribery and Cor-
¢ ruption.” Good News indecd! But are you
really fure of that? « We are; for when Ge-

« pneral Ele&tions were annual, therc was no
¢ Bribery.

¢« claring of any Marter or Matters concerning the ‘Parha_
<« ment to be communed and treated of, be utterly void, and
« of none Effect.”

To which Protection the Legifiatare fxdded alfo a.Pchty
on fuch Offenders, for this farther Security of the leerr?r of
Members of Parliament: Namely, that the Members might
bring Aftipns on the Cafe, if molefted for the future, and rt-:i
cover tieble Damages and Colfts.---Such was the !)O.iﬁe.d Pii
vileges of the Reprefentatives of t.he Pe?ple at this Period of
Time!' Reader, compare thofe Times with thete.

Again, during the long Reign of %eeg EszABETH, the
Language of Parliament, I mean of the Houfe of gommqns., was,
‘That the Queen was abfolute, and her Pre.rognnve unlimitted ;
.--confequently, that no Att of the chxﬂ:ftnre could curtuil
or abridge it. See TOWNSHEND'S COUC&]O\I‘X?‘ o‘f the many
Debates for abolithing Monopoties ; apd D Ew’s Abridge-
ment. On which Occafion, the Speaker received a .fevcrc

Reprimand
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* Bribery.”—Probable enough ; and if you in-
tend to reduce the Power of the Houfe of Com-
mons to the like infignificant State it was in du-
ring the Reigns of the Plantagenets and the
Zudors, thatvery Infignificance would cftettually
remove all the Evils of which you now complair.
Asa Proof of this, take the following Example
m modern Fimes.—The Clergy are no longer
taxed by their Reprefentatives in Convocation,
but by Laymen in the Houfe of Commons,—
And what is the Confequence >—The Elefion
of Convocation-Men is now become one of the
moft peaccable Things in Nature. No Bribery,
no Corruption are even fufpeéted, nota Treat,
not an Intrigue is heard of, and Calumny herfelf

18

Reprimind from the Secretary of State, Sir RoBerT Crcrr,
for fuffering the Heads of a Bill even to be read in that Houfe,
which feemed to limit or confipe the regal Power, You, M.
Speaker, ought to have known your Duty better :---And ip
another of his Speeches he faid, Hear what BracToN fajth,
Prarogativam meam nem> audeat difputare.  Once more: The
fame Author, if my Memory doth not greatly fail me, men.-
tions another curious Fa&, namely, That ore Arcur R,
who ftood and carried the Ele&ion for the Borough of Read-
ing, in Oppofition to a Candidate recommended i y the
Queen’s Deputy Vice Chamberlan, was imprifoned for this
atrocious Deed : Nor could he gain his Liberty, till tle whole
Houfe of Commons had petitioned for his Releafe,  Sureiy,
furely, the Reader will nat difimifs thefe hiftorical Faéts, with-
out making his own RefleGtions upon them. The Infuenca
of the Crown ' The encreafing Influence of the Crown in the:s
degenerate Days! O Libaty! O my Country!
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is dumb. Now do you really wifh to have our
State-Difeafes cured, and our political Com-
plaints removed after the fame Manner ? and is
this one of thofe infallible Noftrums, of which fuch
Boaftings have been lately made ?—-However,
Jet us hear what you have further to propole.

2dly. Youfay «“ Were Ele&ions to become an-

« nual, Bribery would ceafe ; becaufe it would be
<« worth no Man’s while to bribe fo often, as
« eyery Year.” To this I anfwer, that there 18
an Ambiguity in the Phrafe worth mo Maw's
while, which muft be firlt explained: And then
the Merits of the Caufe will foon appear.
Among the many Motives which induce Men
to ftand Candidates for a Seat in Parliament,
fome good, and fome bad, two of the moft pre-
dominant are, Avarice,and AmsiTioN. Now,
as far as mere Avarice or the Thirft of Gain is
concerned, no Man in his fober Senfes would
think it worth his while to give 20,000l.—or
10,000l.—-or 5000}L.—-oOr 2000l.—-01 even
1000l. annually, in Bribes, in order to procure
aPlace, or a Penfion of 1000}.—2000l.—or at
the moft 3000l.—without any Security of hold-
ing it a Day:—I fay, no Man in his Senfes
would think it worth his while to rifque fuch a
certain Sum on fuch an Uncertainty. And fo
far I agree moft cordially with you. ~But re-
member that I have already proved | Page 247.]
that
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that no Man dath aét after this fenfelefls Manner,
even at prefent.  But as to AmpitioNn, and
Vain-Glory, and the Luft of Power, the Stings
of Envy, Hopes of Revenge, Religious Bi~
gotry, and Party-Rage, &c. &c. &c.—are
thefe Evils to be cured by having Recourfe to
annual Ele@ions? No, no: You cannot fuppofe
any Thing {o foolifh and abfurd.  As foon might
you undertake ta quench Fire with Qil, as to
cool and moderate the Paffions of Mankind, by
kceping them ina perpetual State of Strife, Jea-
loufy, and Rancour. It hasever been the Ad-
vice of medical People, to keep fore Places from
being fretted ;—but it feems, our modern State-
Doétors prefcribe the Ufe of continual fretting,
as an infallible Means of Cure.

Besipes, if Experience is to be our Guide,
let the Experience of former Times decide the
Queftion. During the long Conteft between
the Houles of Lancafter and York, annual Elec-
tions were, according to this Hypothefis, the
conftant Praftice. Whether that was the Cafe,
or not, is immaterial. Ifit was, what Good did
thefe annual Eleétions then produce? And how
much of the Fury and Madnefs of the Com-
batants did they reftrain >—If annual Eleftions
were then fet afide, what was their Efficacy, if
not ufed, when moft wanted >—That Parlia-
ment upon Parliaments were held during thofe

tyoublefome
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troublefome Times, is an undoubted Fatt:—
And thercfore if amual Elettions are fuch a
fovercign Remedy, as here {fuppofed, thxs. was
the Time for them to have produced their fa-
lutary Effcéts.  Yet alas' the only Effett which
we cén learn from Hiftory, was, That the vic-
torious Side always reverfed what the vanquifhed
had enafted, and added new Confifcations, and
Attaindess of their own.—Could any Thing
better have been expetled from the annual Re-
- ivals of civil Difcorde?

But above all. if you will view the Matter m
1 eommercial Ligat. vou muft acknowledge,
thar anvaal, ar even triennial Appeals to the
sbolr Alafs of the People, feach of whom, it
fLems, hih wn equal and an indefeafible Right
o e <cpref-nrod. and to be felf-geverned, &c.}
would bring fwiit Ruin and Deftrultion on all
wr Trade and Mannfaltures.  'The Clubs and
Combipations of ‘I'radefmen to raile the Price of
Goods, and of JTaurneymen to raife their Wages.
have a bad Fffet on national Commerce cven at
prefent - —judgethercfore what would be the Con
iequences. were every Tradefman, and every
Journeyman, to be annually avthorifed fas .he
wouldbe in cffe€t] to make his own Terms with
the Candidate, before he would promife him his
Vote! Molt undoubtedly Berminghasnand Man-
clefier, Leeds, and Hahfar, and many other po-

‘ ulous
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pulous Towns and manufaéturing Places would
foon be reduced to mere Villages, when bleffed
with equal Reprefentations, and frequent Elec-
tions: And the Trade and Manufiftures. the
Shipping and Navigation of England would foon
migrate into Scotland : — Into Scotland, 1 fay,
where the common People have no Concern in
County Ele&tions, and not much in moft of their
Cities and Boroughs ; and therefore they fuffer
but very little from the Drunkennefs and In-
temperance, the Idlenefs and Diffipation, and
other Vices, which generally prevail in Confe-
quence of contefted Eleétions.

Bur be thatas it may, enough hath furcly now
been faid to prove the Ineflicacy of the Reme-
dies hitherto propofed. And if what I have to
offer in their Room fhould be found on Exami-
nation to be equally defetive, I can only fay
that thefe Defetts muft be charged either on the
Nature of the Difeafe, which will not admit of
a Cure,—or on the Incapacity of the Author,
who cannot difcover one. [For as to Care and
Attention in confidering, and reconfidering the
Subje&, nothing has been wanting in that Re-
fpe&t] If therefore the Difeafe is really incura-
ble, Patience and Refignation is the only Pre-
feription.  But if a great Part of the Evils now
complained of, might be re&ified, and others fo
far redreffed as to be of [mall Importance,—it

13
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is to be hoped that fome happy Genius may yet
arife, who will propofe a Plan more efficacious
in itfelf, and free from thofe Difliculties, which
pettaps may be objefted to what I have now to
oficr.

Havine premifed thus much, I would now
beg Leave to obferve, that the following Points
appear to me of fuch Confequence, that every
Man, who would propofe any Remedy either
for removing, or palliating the prefent Evils,
ought fo have them conftantly in V iew, as the
Scope and End of ail his Endeavours.

1. Trut Policy requires, that every Part of
2 compaft [middle-fized] State, fuch as Great-
Britain, ought to be well cultivated, and fully
fettled ;—Therefore every Scheme, Plan, or
Syftem, which has a contrary Tendency, ought
to be difcouraged and oppofed, as much as
pofible.

odly. Trux Policy requires, thatin the well
peopling of a Country, Abundance of fingle
Farm-Houfes and Cottages, numerous Country
Seats, ViHtages, and Towns, and not a few Cities
of amoderate Size are much preferable to large,
unwieldy Capitals in, or near the Centre, with
Waftes and Deferts, or Diftricls thinly inhabited,
at or near the Extremities :—Confequently every

good
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vood and really patriotic Scheme fhould have an
Eye towards promoting the former, and checking
the Encreafe of the latter, asmuch asthe Naturg
of the Cafe will permit.

gdly. TroucH it would be highly abfurd, to
admit indifcriminately every individual Moral-
Agent to be a Voter, yet true Policy requires
that the Voters fhould be fo numerous, and their
Qualifications refpetting Property be fo circum-
ftanced, that the attual Voters could not combire
againft the Non-Voters. without combining a-
gainft themfelves, againft their neareft Friends,
Acquaintance, and Relations.

4thly. Goon Policy alfo requires, that in the
Matter of elefting Reprefentatives, or fending
Deputies to the great Council of the Nation, the
general and particular, the national and perfonal
Interefts both of the Ele&tors, and of the Elefted,
fhould be made to harmonize as much as poffi-
ble.

LastLy, it alfo requires, that the propofed
Alterations from the prefent Syftem, fhould de-
viate as little as may be, from the prefent Forms
of Government, and caufe no remarkable Changes
in the external Police, and long eftablifhed Cuf-
toms of the Engli/h Nation.

On
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Ox thefe Pofitions, which I hope the candid,
and judicious Reader will #eactly aliow, T will
venture to proceed in my intended Scheme of
Amendment or Improvement.

The QUALIFICATIONS of VOTERS.

Let me thercfore previoufly remark, that the
Qualification for voting both as Freemen, arnd as
Freeholders, ought to be raifed a little. The
public Good, as well as private Happinefs, calls
aloud for a Reformation in this Point; and nonc
can rcafonably obje&t to fuch a Meafure, but
thofe who maintain the abfurd. and often confuted
Nction of the unalienable Rights of cach Indivi-
dual to be hisown Legiflator, and his own Dircc-
tor. But, I would beg Leave to obferve, that
this Qualification ought to be placed in fuch a
Mediocrity of Condition, between the two Ex-
tremes of great Riches, and of wretched Poverty.
that no fober. diligent. and frugal Man could
well fail of raifing himfelf by his Induftry, in a
Courfe of Years to the hanourable Diftinétion of a
Voter ;—and that almoft every idle, vicious, and
abandoned Spendthrift would be in Danger of
finkin_ beneath, and of being degraded from
the Privilege of voting. How different from
this is the Cafe at prefent !

1/2. Turyn
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1. Tuex, the Qualification for voting as a
i'recholder for the County fhould ftill be no
more nominally than that of Forty Shillings a
Year above all Reprifals.  Butinorder that this
Qualification might not be fubjett to any Fraud
or Collufion, it would be neceflary to infift that
the Voter, or intended Voter thould be affeffed
to the Taxes both of King and Poor, for no lefs a
Valuation of the Premifes, than the whole Sum
of forty Shillings ;—and that he himfelf ougtt to
be in full Poffeflion of them, and to have paid the
Tax or Taxes arifing from fuch Aflfeflments,
[ Reference being had to the Books of the Collec-
tors] a full Year before he could be entitled to
give his Vote. This fingle Regulation would
cut off three-fourths of the bad Votes ufually ob-
truded on Sheriffs at contefted Eleétions ; —nay,
it would put an End to the whole Trade of fplit-
ting Freeholds on fuch Occafions.

2dly. Turoucn all Perfons ought to be free as
to the Excrcife of any handycraft Trade, or Cal-
ling, both in Town and Country [and all Laws,
and Bye-Laws to the contrary ought to be re-
pealed ] yet none but Refidents in Citics and Bo-
rough Towns ought to be allowed to vote at Elec-
tions as Freemen. And the legal Qualification of
a Refident, to entitle him to be confidered as a
voting Freeman, ought to be the having paid Scot
and Lot in fuch Town or City in his own Perfon,
and
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and for his own Property, [Reference being had
to the Colle&ors Book] for one clear Year, pre-
ceding the Time on which he tenders his Vote.
Nevertheiefs all Men, free or not free, refident,
or Abfentees, who have Frecholds within the
Precinéls, Libertics, or Boundaries of fuch Ci-
ties, or Borough Towns, ought likewife to be
entitled to the Privilege of voting for Reprefen-
satives in Parliament ;—provided that their Free-
holds come within the Defcription of the full
Sum of forty Shillings above-mentioned :—It be-
ing very evident that the Intereft of fuch Free-
holder, generally fpeaking, is more permanent,
and logal, than that of 3 mere Freeman paying
Scot and Lot. Now here again, the whole Syf-
tem of eleftioneering Bribes, and of Borough-
Brokage, would in a Manner be annihilated by
this fingle Regulation ;  and the remaining Evils
be fo very few in Comparifon, as hardly to de-
ferve our Notice.—So much as to the Qualifica-
tion of Voters,

The QUALIFICATION ofCANDIDATES.

Rrsrrcerine the Gentlemen to be clefted Re-
prefentatives. their Intereft, itis prefumed, would
beft be conne@ed with that of the Public in gene-
ral, and oftheir Conftituents in particular, by the
following Arrangement.

Ler
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1. Let the Perfon offering himfelf a Candi-
date {or a County, caule to be delivered to the
Sheriff, or returning Officer, ten Days at lcaft
before the Commencement of the Poll, a Lift,
or Schedule of his landed Qualitication,—Shew-
ing, that he has not /¢fs than 1,000 Acres of Land
in fuch a Parifh, or Parifhes, according as the
Lands may lie contiguous, er difperfed, within the
faid County ; onwhich are erctied ten Dwelling
Houles at leaft, which are, and which have been
for 12 Montbs laft paft inhabited by ten diftinft
Families; and that he himfelf hath enjoyed the
faid Eftate in his own full Right, and hath been
the Landlord of the faid Tenants for at leaft
twelve Months preceding, having paid, either by
himfelf, or by them, every Kind of Tax, which
hath been legally charged upon the fame. More-
over, he fhould be obliged to caufe a printed
Copy of the faid Lift or Schedule to be affixed
on the Market-Houle, Seflions-Houfe, Town-
Hall, Church Doors, and every other public
Building of, and in every Markct-Town within
the faid County :—And fhould alfo caufe Dupli-
cates of the fame to be inferted twice, or oftener,
in the Journals or News-Papers of the faid
County, if any fuch fhall be publithed ;—if not,
of fome neighbouring County or City. the moft
read by, and circulated among the Eleftors.

Tug



280 IMPROVEMENTS SUGGESTED.

2dly, The Candidates for Citics, or Boroughs,
fhould be obliged to deliver fimilar Lifts, or
Schedules, and to give equally long Notice to
their refpettive rcturning Officers, and indecd
to all the Inhabitants of fuch Cities, or Boroughs,
by caufing printed Copics to be affixed on the
Market-Houfes, and on every public Building
whatfoever, ten Daysat leaft before the Poll be-
gins: Nor fhould the Infertion of fuch Lilt or
Schedules in the public Papers (as related in the
former Article) ever be omitted ; in order that
Frecholders at a Diftance, as well as Freemen on
the Spot, may be made perfe€ily well acquainted
with the Pretenfions, and landed Qualifications
of cach intended Candidate :—Only refpetting
the Quantum of the Qualification, it may be ne-
ceflary, [in orderto approach nearer to the pre-
fent Law ] that no more Acres fhould be required
than goo,—and five Dwelling Houfes, occupied
or inhabited by five diftinét Families. But never-
thelefs, that this Qualification may be a real one.
and not pretended, ora borrowed, [which alas!
is too oftcn the Cafe at prefent] it may be necef
fary to infi, that 70 Part of this landed Eftate
fhould be thirty Miles diftant from the City, or
Borough, for which he offers himfelf a Candidate,
fo that many of the Inhabitants might be able to
deteft the Cheats if any fhould be attempted :—
The Miles to be meafured along the King's
Highway, and publie Roads, and not as the
Crow
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Crow flies. But it is immaterial in what County
or Counties the Eftate itfclf fhould happen to be

{ituated, the Vicinity being the main Pointto be
regarded.

3dly. Tnx Penalties or Forfeitures for contra-
vening, or not duly performing any of the

above Rules and Conditions, fhould be the fol-
lowing.

[1/2.7] TuoucH it would not be right to debar
the accufed, before his Guilt is legally proved,
the Liberty of ftanding a Candidate ;—yet as
foon as the Eleftion was ended, and for nine
Months afterwards, it might be lawful for any
Perfon whatever to profecute him in the King’s-
Bench for the [fuppofed] Breach of this intended
Law ;—provided, that the Plaintiff previoufly
gave Security for paying 10ool. Damages in the
Cafe of a County Elettion, and 500l. in that of
a City or Borough, to the Defendant, if he did
rot, according to the Verdi&t of a Jury, make
good his Charge :—But in Cafe he did, thenthe
Defendant fhould forfeit the Sum of 1000l. for
a County, and gool. for a City or Borough, with
treble Cofts to the Plaintiff; and the Onus pro-
bandi, that he was attually and bona Fide poffef-
{ed of fuch an Eftate, and that he had performed all
the Conditions required by this intended Law,

thould
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thould reft on the Defendant, becaufe it would
always be in his Power to prove his Innocence,
if he was falfely accufed.

[2dly.] In Cafe the Defendant fhould be caft.
then, ifhe was returned Member, his Seat {hould
be declaredvacant, ipfo fatto, anda Writ be made
out for a new Ele&ion :—But he himfelf fhould
be rendered incapable of ftanding a Candidate
for that, or for any other County, or Place, for
at. leaft three Years to come.

[3dly.] Ir any Thing elfe can be fuppofed yct
to be wanting towards putting a total End to the
numerous Frauds and Forgeries of unqualified
Candidates, [ now, alas! fo very common] and of
their Adherents, Co-adjutors, or Abettors,—It
may be thus fupplied :—Let every Perfon who
can be proved to have been an Accomplice, or
Affiftant in making up falfe Accounts, or pub-
lifhing the fame, (knowing them to be falfe) re-
fpefting the Property of, or Title to the Lands,
—the Quantity of Acres which they contain,—
the Number of Dwelling Houfes eretted on them,
—the Families a€tually inhabiting them,—the
Length of Time, in which the Candidatc may
Bave been in the Pofleflion of them in his own
Right ;—I fay, let every fuch conviéicd Accom-
plice, Agent, or Affiftant, be judged by this in-
tended Law to have incurred the fame Guilt asa

Principal,

IMPROVEMENTS SUGGESTED. 283

Principal, and be fubjet to the like Penalties, and
Difqualifications in every Refpeft whatever.

Havine laid down thefe feveral Regulations
for alcertaining the Qualifications both of thofe,
who are to elefl, and of the Candidates to be
eletted; it is humbly conceived, that, were they
duly executed, they would prove fuch a fufficient
Guard to the Freedom of Eleftions, and fuch a
preventive Remedy againft almoft every Kind of
Fraud and Impofition, that more, or greater
need not be required. Indeed, it may be quef-
tioned, whether in the prefent State of Things,
more or greater would not embarrafs the main
Defign, inftead of promoting it. Let us there-
fore take a View of the whole Plan, as it lies be-
fore us.—Suppofing, that it was fairly fet in Mo-

tion, and when all the Parts are co-operating with
each other.

Burt in order to do this, I muft premife, that
fuch an important Bill ought not to be attempted
to be introduced into Parliament, at or near the
Diffolution of an old one, but about the begin-
ning of a new one. Thofe, who know any Thing
of the Spirit of Ele&tioneering, which is ready to
burft forth, as a Flood, when a Parliament is
drawing near the Time of its Diffolution, and of
the vile Arts and Stratagems ufually pratifed on

fuch
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fuch Occafions, to mflame the Populace with
Names, and Noile, and Nonfenfe, can eafily
comprehend my Mcaning.

This being premifed, I am therefore to obferve,

First of all, That when fuch a regulating Bill
fhall have paffed into a Law,—even the loweft of
the People, and thofe, who perhaps might be
deprived thereby of their prefent Privilege of
voting [a Privilege alas! which is now therr
greateft Misfortune | would foon find, that they
would be Gainers by it in Reality, inftead of
Lofers ;—Gaers, 1 {ay, unlels the Removal of
the Power of doing Milchief to others, and ol
ruining themfelves, can be called a Lofi. In
fa&. all the great Bleflings of Society, Life. Li-
berty, and Property, would be as much enfuied
to them under this Circumftance, as to any Sct
of Men whatever.

Nay 2dly, They would alfo foon find, that the
Honor or Privilege of becoming a Britin Vo-
rrr [it would then indeed be a real Honour,
and a great Privilege] lay within their own
Reach to obtain ;—provided they were fo much
their own Friends, as to live a Life of Induftry,
Sobriety, and Frugality for a few Years ;—I fay,
for a few Years; it being almoft demonfirable
that any common Day-Labourer, orcommon Me-

chanic
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chanic, atinguniformly on a Planof Induftry, and
(Economy, might raife himfelf [unlefs paiticu-
larly unfortunate] to the Degree of a Voter, be-
fore he arrived at the middle Stage of Life ;—
Yes, he might raife himfelf to it by his own good
Condué&t, without applying to any one for Inte-
1cft, or ufing any Sort of Solicitations.—Now,
when the Road to public Profperity, and to pri-
vate Happinels, to external Honours, and to in-
ternal Virtue, is thus made ftraight and eafy,
without any Turnings or Labyrinths whatfoever,

—What can any Pcople upon Earth reafonably
defire more ?

3dly. Tuose, who fhould feel themfelves ei-
ther clevated to, or confirmed in the Rank of
Vorrrs, by Means of thefe new Regulations,
would prize this Privilege fo much the more,
and contend for it with the greater Zeal, in Pro-
portion, as they found that it would be an /o-
nowrable Difinélion, not conferred indifcrimi-
nately, as at prefent, on the very Dregs of the
People, or the moft worthlefs of Mankind; but
beftowed on the more deferving, both asa Re-
ward for their ownexemplary Conduft, andalioas
an Incitement held forth to others to copy after.
Men in fuch a Situation will value that Conftitu-
tion, which diftinguifhes them from others, {o
much to their Credit and Reputation, for the
fame Rcafon that they lov ¢ gnd valuc themfelves.
And
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And the Lockian Doétrine of unalienable Rights
will neceffarily fall to the Ground.

4thly. Wuey the Time of elefting Reprefen-
tatives thall draw ncar, the Ele&tors for Cities
and Towns, as well as for Counties, will be tole~
rably well fecured by thefe new Regulations from
the Solicitations of thofe bribing Mufhroom
Candidates, who always mean to fell, having no
Chance to fucceed, unlefs they fuy. Therefore,
generally fpeaking, neither the Plunderers of the
Eqft, nor the Slave-Drivers of the Wefl, nor the
Privateering, trading Buccancers of the Ame-
rican Continent, nor our Englifh Newmarkd!
Jockeys, nor London Gamblers, nor Clange-
Alley Bulls and Bears, &c. &c. will be able to
fhew their Heads, when {uch terra firma Quali-
fications fhall be required, before they offer
themfelves as Candidates. Yet thefe landed
Qualifications are fo low and moderate in them-
felves, and the Time required to be in Poffeflion
of them {o very rcafonable, that no Man in the
Neighbourhood, who has any Title to the Cha-
rafter of a Gentleman, would be excluded from
being a Candidate, if he pleafed.

Hexce thercfore g5thly, it is very apparent
that all Candidates for Boroughs, anfwering to
this Defcription, would have a real Intereft in
the Welfare of the Neighbourhood of the Place

they
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they intended to reprefent. A Circumftance
this, in which our prefent Syftem is too often
very defeftive: For when an Adventurer of the
former Stamp, (as mentioned in the 3d.‘Article)
whofe Wealth lies in far diftant Countries, or in
the Funds (if indeed it is any where) happensto
be eletted, he has no perfonal Motive to con-
cern himfelf at all in the Profperity of the Bo-
rough, or in the Improvement of the Eftates,
{ituated in its Neighbourhood. Nay, indecd it
may {o happen, that his own private Intereft s
a Planter, a Monopolizer, a Jobber, or Con-
traftor, &c. &c. may be direétly oppofite to the
true Intereft of that Place, or Diftri&, whichhe
reprefents in Parliament: And therefore, if he
can attach to his ele€tioneering Views two, or
three leading Men of the Borough, either by
pecuniary Bribes, or by the Promife of Places to
them, their Relations, or Dependents,—his End
1s anfwered, and he looks no farther ;—unlefs it
be to affift thefe dirty Tools to opprefs and har-
rafs thofe, their fellow Burgefles, who fhould
dare to oppofe them,

5thly. When the general and particular Inte-
reft both of the EleGors, and Ele&ed, of the
Conftituents, and of their Reprefentatives, are
thus made to con-center, Parliament-Men be-
come in fa€t, what they are always fuppofed to be
in Theory, and Speculation, both Guardians,
and
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and Guarantees: Guardians of the Rights of the
People, and of their own Property againft the
Encroachments or Innovationseither ofthe Crown,
or of the Ariftocracy—if any fhould be at-
tempted ;—and Guarantees to both the Crown
and the Nobility, that the Pcople fhall not abufe
the Liberty they enjoy, by aiming at toomuch. fo
as to overturn the Conftitutional Balance ; which
indecd would fooner or later prove their ‘own
Ruin:—For a turbulent, factious Democracy
is quickly, and eafily converted into the Tyran-
ny of a fingle Defpot.

It has been cften faid by certain Writers on
Politics, that Wealth and Power naturally, and
even neceffarily infer each other.  In a qualified
Senfe this may prove true, but not univerfally.
It would be true, were none but Perfons of fome
Property in Counties, Citics, and in Borough-
Towns, [that is, were fubflantial Frecholders,
and all Perfons paying Scot and Lot, and not the
foweft of Mankind, though frequently a Majo-
rity as to Numbers] were thofe, I fay, and none
but thofe to elctt their own Reprefentatives, and
to empower them to adl in their Stead.  In fuch
a Cafe the Wealth of Individuals thus confedera-
ted together under proper Heads to dirett and go-
vern the whole, would become its Strength ;—
And Strength fo circumftanced would be only
another Name for Wealth.—Suppofe, there-
fore, that in the Viciffitudes of human Affairs,

our
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our Body Politic thould be threatened with fuch
aviolent Shock as would greatly diforder it :—
As foon as the Danger was perceived, every
Voter or Eleftor, every Freeman, and Free-
holder. would immecdiately unite with their re-
{pettive Reprefentatives to guard againft the ap-
proaching Evils, and repel the Blow. All little
Divifions and Animofities would then be forgot :
T'he gencral Solicitude would fwallow up everyin-
ferior Confideration, and unite all Partics in the
common Caufe. Suppofe again, that thro” Want
of Attention in fome, and from a much worfe
Caufe in others, the Blow was aftually given,
and that the Wound was almoft mortal ;—yet
cven then, as long as Life remained, and any
Hopes were left, the whole Mafs of the [voting]
People, as well as their Reprefentatives, would
ftruggle hard to get the better of this dangerous
Convu]ﬁon, and to reftore the Body-Politic to
its antient Vigour. Thefe Efforts they would
certainly make. becaufe they would then dire&ly
feel, that the Lofs of fuch a Conftitution as ours,
would be their own Lofs, and that they them-
felves could never be of fo much Importance,
either in their private, or their public Capacity,
under any other Form of Government, as they
are under the prefent. )

Hrrr therefore, it may be highly neceffary
to obferve, that the democratical Branch of our
Conflitution,
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Conftitution has more to fear from ity own in-
ternal Tendency, than from any cxternal Caufe
whatever.—1 have, I hope, already proved,
that neither the Crown nor the Peerage. accord-
ing to the prefent State of Things, could either
attack or undermine the Liberties of the Peo-
ple, with any Profpe@ of Succefs. We may
therefore confider ourfclves as fafe on that Side.
But I own, I am not without Apprehenfions,
that the People themfclves are frongly inclined
to do thofe Things, which would in the Event
provea Felode fe. Too many among them are
always difpofed to think, that becaufe Liberty is
a good Thing, therefore they can never have too
wuch of that good Thing.—This fatal Miftake has
been the Ruin of every free Government, both
in antient, and modern Times; and will, if
perfifted in, prove the Ruin of ours. The new
Regulations here propofed, bid the faireft of any
that I know of [confiftently I mean, with the
Spirit of our Conftitution, and a due Regard to
real Liberty] to check that firange Propenfity
fo obfervable in our common Pcople towards
Levelling, and Licentioufucfs, and to give their
Minds a better and more reafonable Turn,  Itis
indeed a melancholy Refleftion, that in moft
Cities, and Borough-Towns, and perhaps in
Counties, the far greater Number of Voters are
fuch, whofe Circumftances lead them to wifh for
anew Divifion of Property, becaufe they have

little,
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little, or nothing to lofe, but may have much to
et in Times of Confufion, and by a general
Scramble.  Therefore every Rule of found Po-
licy, not to fay Religion and Morality, fuggefts
the Neceflity of raifing the Qualification of voting
to fuch a Mediocrity of Condition, as would
make it the Intereft of the Majority of Eleftors,
to affift in the Support and Prefervation of Order
and good Government, and not to wifh their
Overthrow,

gihly and laftly. Tur hew Regulations here
propofed, if carried into Execution, would caufe
every Part of the Kingdom, the Extremities,
and intcrmediate Places, [as well as the Centre,
or Scat of Government] to be better reprefented
than they are at prefent.  The Complaint ufually
brought againft Cornwall and Wiltfhire, is, that
they return too many Members in Proportion to
therelt of the Kingdom :  'Whereas thefe Coun-
ties might juftly retort the Accufation, by fay-
ing, that though they have nominally more Mem-
bers than London, Weftminfler, and Southwark,
yet in Reality they have fewer.  For moft of the
Members for the Cornifh and Walt/hire Boroughs
have their chief Refidence in the Metropolis, with
Country-Seats perhaps in its Environs :—None
of which Villas, generatly fpeaking, areatagreater
Diftance than 20 or 3o Miles from it:—And
what is ftill worfe, moft of fuch Members have
not
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not a Foot of Land iz, or any where nrar the
Places for which they were clefted : So that
having no perfonal Intercft in the Premifes, they
might with much greater Propriety, be ftiled the
Reprcfcmativcs of Lcndon, IfV(/lwzinﬂm', and
Soulhzvark, and of the feveral Diftiicts in that
Neighbourhood {where their Eftates and For-
tunes are fuppofed to be]] than the Revrefenta-
tives of the Boroughs in Wiltfhire and Corn-
wall, where they have no Property at all.

Wuex Men are determined to fupport a fa-
vourite Hypothcﬁs, it is curious to obferve,
what Pains they take, to make every Thing. how-
ever difcordant in its Nawre, to bend and ply
towards their beloved Syftem. The Boroughs
of the two Counties juft mentioned return more
Members to Parliament than any others : This is
a Faft which cannot be denied. But how is 1t to
be accounted for ?— The Difciples of Mr.
Locke, who maintain, that all Perfons have an
unalicnable Right to choofe theirown Legiflators,
Governors, and Diretlors, gravc]y tell us, that
thefe Boroughs, now fallen into Decay, were
once very large, and extremely populous, and
the Seats of various extenfive Manufattures :—
And then the fhort Inference is, that as the Tradc
is gone, and the Inhabitants become very few,
the Right of fending Members to Parliament
ought to be transferred to more populous and

flourithing
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Bourifhing Towns. [ Birmingham, Manchefier,
Leeds, Halifax, Stroud, Bradford, Trowbn’a’tv,
and many fuch like Places, would not th{:]i{’
themfelves at ail obliged to the Author of fuch a
Propofal, and would certainly remonftrate
ﬁror?gly againft it] But waving the Matter, let
us, if we can, trace the real Origin of this’Dif‘-
fercnce between the State of Reprefentation of
the Boroughs in the two Countics of Wij

aﬂnd Cq7~7zzuall, if compared with thofe of othcxf
Counties. * Wilt/hire was long the Refidence of
th'e Kings of the Wefl-Saxons, who in Procefs of
Time conquered all the reft. Now where the
Royal Refidence was, there of Courfe woulci
be the chief Domain: For the ftated Revenue
of our antient Princes, both Saxon and Norman

confifted chiefly in Landed Eftates, that is, ir:

Caltlcs,

- . ..
o ;Sorfe{rﬁ't[htre was o_ngmally much under the fame Predica
n 31 w;;n Wiltfhire, being a Wettern County, where the Kin .
uerz JI Saxons had great Demefnes. WiLLram the (,‘oﬁs
eou .tr gave l(;;.rge Pofleflions in this County to fome of his I‘a‘
rites, and Followers, and parti .
and partigularly to WL
won ‘ L1aM Ma-
» to whom he granted feveral Towns, which were cllled

aft
er the Name of MavrkT, fuch as Shipton-Malet,

Malet, &, Curry-

nemely, Axbr;f{?: og;er Towns and Villages in Demefne,
- 3 a f ,, harde, Dunfler, Langport, Monterate,
e ve_ly, ﬂ:l c:;\t., and I/F’:re,. fent their Deputies to Parlia-

et aliene’g f;ony‘ thxmés.: But in Proportion, as thefe Effates

hemfetaes o trom fe: rown, or as the Inhabitants could get

it ed from that heavy Burden and Expence, thev
nger. ‘The fame Obfervation will exrend to feveral

Tawn-
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Caftles, with their Territories, Manors and
Honours, and Towns and Villages, held by va«
rious Services, fome of them military or noble,
and others bale and fervile. Cornwall was in
like Manner, and for the fame Ends and Pur-
poles the Domains of the Earls and Dukes of
€ornwall. Henee therefore it paturally fol-
lowed, that as the great Tenants of the Crown
were obliged taattend in Perfon at the Courts of
their Sovereign (thereby conftituting an Houle
of Peers] fo the {maller Tenants, and inferior
Vaflals, were to do the fame by Decputation;
which Circumflance gave the fisft Idea of an
Houfe of Commons. Indeed there was a ftronger
Reafon for the Attendance of the Deputics from
thofe Towns and Villages, which belonged to the
Crown, iof thesr Poverty did mot prevent them ;—

Towns and Villages in Dsaxafbire [and to fome Dlaces inather
Counties] fuch as Lidford, Bradnick, Crediton, Fremington,
Modbury, South- Moulton, and Torrington;-- all which returned
Members during the Reigns of one or more of the three firft
EBWARDS ;---but not afterwards. Dr. BrRapy’s Rule fo
diftinguithing Towns of antient Demefne from thofe which
were not, is here worth inferting, ¢¢ That wherever the Mayor,
« Bailiffs, or Burgefles are chofen by a Jury ina Court-Baron,
*¢ or 1t the Leet; or what the Return of Parliament Members
¢ have been, or are now made, by the Lord or Lady of the
é¢ Manor, or their Steward, fuch Townsare Towns in an-
+ tient Demefne.”——For a further Confirmation of thefe
Points, fee SQUIRE'S Enquiry into the Foundation of the En-
glith Confiitation, &c. Dedicated to the Duke of NEwCASTLE-

&ondon, 1753,
¥
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I fay, therewas a ftronger Reafon for their At-
tendance in fome Refpefts, than for that of
vthers;—bcecaufe the Quantum of thofe Acknowy.
ments, Services, and Quit-Rents, which the

were to pay to their great Landlord, the Crowny
as well as their Free-Gifts and Benevolences i;'
they are difpofed to make any, were to be F;;(ed
and apportioned at fuch Meceting. Moreover

wl}cn the Duchy of Cornwall efcheated to th(;
K?ng, the Tenants, and Borough-Towns, and
Villages of the Duke became a Part <;f' the
Royal Patrimony ; in confequence of which

tbey were obliged to do the fame Suits and Ser:
vices at the King’s Courts, which they had done
before to their ducal Matfters, or great feudal
Lord's. I own indeed, that feveral of the
Cornif. Boroughs were not chartered to fend
Members to the General Parliament of the
Realm ‘dll the Reign of King James I.—Bug
neverthelefs they were fuch Places as were fup-
Qofed to have fent Deputies to the Courts of d?c
Xarls, or Dukes of Cornwall, and therefore were
confidered as having a Kind of equitable Right tq
fc:nd Members to the General Council of the N a-
Lion, now that their own particular Courts were

Tuppreffed, or rather fallowed up. Therefore
to return ; —— ,

. SU.RE Ly there is nothing forced, or unnatural
in this Account of the Matter ;—nothing, but

wha
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what 11 perfe@ly analagous to the Cuftoms and
\anners of antient Times, and coriefpondent
10 the Genius of the Gothic Syftem.  Why
therefore fhould we have Recourfe to an ima-
ginary Hypothefis of the great Commerce. great
Population, and extenfive Manufa&tures of thefe
two fingle Counties of Walts and Cornwall, to
the Prejudice of all the reft of England, without
any Foundation in Hiftory for fuch a Suppofi-
tion . —Why indecd, when it 1s farther confi-
dered, that fuch an Hypothefis can anfwer no
other End, than to confirm, by forged Accounts,
that falfe Notion of cvery Man having an un-
alienable Right to be felf-governed ;—a Notion
which was not fo much as dreamed of in thofe
Times?

Trere is but one Objeftion, as far as I can
perceive, which can be made to the Account
here givenof the Reafon, why a greater N umber
of Membersare fent by the Walt/hire and Corniffe
Boroughs, than by the Towns and Villages of
nther Countics :—And that is this; * Were the
i Cafe as here ftated, it would be natural ta ex-
“ pett from the Analogy of the Thing, that the
“ Dutchy of Lancafter, now united to the Crown,
*» would have furnifhed Examplcs fimilar to thofe
- of the Dutchy of Cornwal : -- But it doth not.”
~—— This Obje&tion, it muft be owned, looks

plaufible at fuft Sight :-—But the wholc Force of
it
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it is built on a Miftake.—The Dutchy of Lan-
cafler 35, and ever was a fcattered Thing, com-
pofed out of the forfeited Eftates of fou; great
Barons, befides other Accefions, which lay dif-
perfed in almoft every County both of England
and of Wales. It was therefore impoffible, that
the fame Pheenomenon could have occurr’ed in
the one Cafe, as inthe other. Had indeed
t.hofc forfeited Eftates been fituated altogether
in Lancaflure, or in any one fingle Cgum

t‘here is hardly a Doubt to be made,bbut that tg’e’
fame, or nearly the fame Circumftance would
he}‘ve taken Place, on the Union of that Dutch

with the Crown.—And if it had, what il Confe}:
quences would have enﬁ}ed,——-fuppoﬁng I
mean, that the Regulations here propofed ’had
b‘een adopted, as a Part of the Syftem ?,——
For my Part, I can fee none —Nay, I will
not feruple to declare, that it would be,a much
n}mc rational Plan, that the Deputies from
C(mea!l, or  Weftmoreland, Cumber land o

Norttumber land,— --or, if you pleafe ’fr .
Suthertand and Carthnefs, (now thefe Ki’n doom

are united) fhould out-number thofe ofg LomS
don, Weftminfler, Southwark, and the adjac o

Parts, than that thefe latter thould belm:;::

humerous than the former se—

Centre Becaufe  the

and the Refidence of the Legifla-

tive,
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tive, and executive Powers;—--or in one
Word, the Metropolis will never fail to take

Case of itlelf:—Not o, vice verfa.

PART



PART IIL

Divers Collateral Circumfitances
CORROBORATING

THE FOREGOING SYSTEM,

AND

€ONFUTING THE LOCKIAN

[ 301 ]

C H A P. 1.

The general Nature of the Gothic Conflitution defors-
bed, which the barbarous Nations introduced and
Jeitled in every Part of Europe, and particularly
en England.—Various antiquated Cuftoms and
Laws explained relative thereto.~Thefe Laws
ather not underflood, or wilfully mifreprefented
by our modern Lockians.

THOUGH I have in the preceding Work
endeavoured to illufirate feveral antient
Laws and Cuftoms, the Knowledge of which are
totally unknown to the Generality of News-Paper
Politicians ;—yet I find myfelf under a Kind of
Neceflity of giving a fill morc general Sketch
of the Out-lines, of our former Gothic Conftitu-
tion, in order to guard againft the Mifreprefen-
tations of certain late Publications, circulated and
difperfed with incredible Induftry ;—whofe Au-
thors muft have had an uncommon Share either of
Ignorance or of Difingenuity, intending only to
give the OQut-lines of the Gothic Syltem, which

once
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once univerfally prevailed. 1 will endeavour to
be as bricf, as the Nature of the Subjeét will
permit.

SerTinG afide the Clergy, whofe Office and
Charafer created them a diftin& Confideration,
there were but three general Claffes of Men in
this, and in every other Kingdom in Europe ;—
The Villains,~the Tradefmen,—and the Gen«

tlemen.
1. The vILLAINS.

Ta: Villains were the loweft Clafs, but they
were by far the moft numerous: For there was
hardly any Kind of laborious, or fervile Work
in all Branches of Hufbandry performed by any
other Clafs of Men. Neverthelels, they too
had their Gradation of Servitude. For fome of
them were Villains in grofs, other Villains re-
gardant Manors [not to mention the Bordarii,
Cottarii, &c. &c.]and the Reft were Copy-hold-
ers ;—of which latter alfo there were various
Kinds, and different Degrees.

Txx Villains in grofs feem to have been on
the fame Footing with the Negro Slaves at pre-
fent in the Weft-Indies. And as one of the chief

Articles of Export from Englapd to other Coun-
tries,
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tries, [even to Ireland.] during the Times of the
Anglo-Saxons, was this horrid Trade of felling
their Fellow-Creatures,—it is probable that fuch
Slaves were Villains in grofs,

The next Species were Villains regardant, or
ap;?endant to Manors. Being attached to the
Soil [Glebae afcriptitiz.] They could not regular}
be feparated from it, without their own Confem{
Confequently they paflfed with the Manor from
Lord to Lord, as often as the Land changed its
Maﬂ‘er or Proprietor by Purchafe, Donation
Devxf?, or Defcent. However, Slaves the .
were in every Senfe : For their Lords and Maf-
ters might ufe their own Difcretion in impofin
upon t%lem, what Burdens or Tafks they pleafedg-
and might punith them alfo very feverely with:
out be.ing accountable to any one ;—prc;vided
they did not maim or kill them. Moreover thefe
poor Wretches were not capable of acquiring any

Propert ; i i
Magz;sfr for themfelves ; for all theirs were theig

. Tue Severity of this Bondage became milder
in Procefs of Time, by the Inftitution of Copy-
hold Tenures. The Villains of this Denomi}r)rz
tion were comparatively happy; becaufe they hac.l
.certam Portions of Land affigned them, which
in fome Refpetts they might call their own, pro-
vided they performed the Conditions an’nexed
thereto. Thefe Services were at firft fo much

manual
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manual Labour, or {o many I?ays’ Work, accord-
ing as their Lord fhould appoint : A]fc.) :he‘ Cop‘v -
holders were generally obl.rged to fur'm(hhlm \jmh
certain Quantitics of Provifions of dlﬂ"sre.m Kind,
of Corn, Cattle, Poultry, Meal for his Dogs,
&c. &e. &c. Morcover fhcre werc 'oﬁen
added to thefe Services, various other Stlptlla:
tions, fome of them not amifs, and others wr}i
ridiculous and abfurd, to fay no wc.)rl’e. - Bu; att,
or molt of them, as they took their Rife ro}m
the mere Will and Pleafure, or Cafnf:cc of the
firft Granter, became afterwards a Kind of La\'v
1o both Partics, that is, both to the Lord, and hia
Vaffal ; and were therefore called the C uﬁon{}'s of
the Manor, and held to be facred for a qug‘ Sea~
fors. However as the feudal Syftem was evidently
morcthe Work of prefent Necciﬁf)', than of cool
and py‘ovidem Dcliberanor?,thefe'l cml’rcswerc i";)él
tened by hittle. and little, ?I]IO more hberal Hold-
ings, according as the Tancs bcicame more pfea-
ccable and fettled, The Services ;\ cre o te"n
changed into annual th-Rems,' an¢ zbhe };Jieg\ i-
ots, Eichcats, Fosfeitures, Admmn.n(es, an g é_
liefs, were turned hnto Fines cenam, ana ,l?\c{fi
Sums of Money. Moreover, fcvmal) of ’mcl ¢
Holdings were madc perpetual, according o the
Cuftom of the Manor : And the Naturce or Con-
dition of moft of the Reft was fo chunged, as tc;
differ little from Lands held in Sf)cca‘g( . In&}c;c(
Soccage il If was a bale, or fervile Tenure: ) ?X
vhatever
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whatever was not military, was bafe, according
to the Ideas which then prevailed.  The worft
Part of this Inftitution, and what drew afier it
real Tyranny on the one Side, and Slavery on
the other, was, that the Copy-holder feemed to
be without a Remedy. in Cafe he was opprefled
by his Lord : For he had no other Juriidiction,
at leaft in the firft Inftance, and in Civil Caulfes,
to appeal to, but the Court Leet, or Court Ba-
ron of that very Man, his Steward, Bailiff, &c.
who was his Oppreflor.  Happily at prefent all
thefe Evils are effe€tually removed : And indeed
the Inftitution itfelf, as far as it carries an Idea
of Slavery, is vanifhing away. For, as no new
Copy-holds can pow be erefted, and as there
are fo many Ways of turning the old ones
into different Holdings [which are putting in
Praftice every Day] it is probable, that this
Kind of Tenure will be extinét. [The whole
Manor of Taunion-Dean in Somerfetflure, con-
taining fo many Thoufands of Inhabirants, is
Copy-hold of Inheritance under the Bithop of
Wanchefler,and might be turned into diftin& Free-
holds for a trifling Confideration.] The feveral
Tenures of bafe Condition [including Border-
ers, and Cotters, alfo Copy-hold and Soccage]]
were once {o numerous, as to fuftain a far greater
Number of Inhabitants, than the noble, or
military ;—and the Peafantry and Yeomanry of
this Kingdom, and perhaps feveral other Orders

of
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of Men, who now figure away in high Life, can
trace their Pedigree from no other Origin, than
that of Villainage, in one or other of its Bran-
ches.—De it alfo remembered, that Villains of
any Sort, were never confidered as CiTIzZENs
at large, or as Members of the State,—but ra-
ther as Goods and Chattels of a fuperior Kind.
belonging to their refpelive Owners or Propri-
etors. Nay, Magna Charta itlelf confidered thefe
human Beings in no better Light than as fo many
Head of Catile, or other live Stock, upon an
Eftate; ordaining [fee Article the gtks) That,
whilft the Eftate of a Minor was in Wardthip, the
Guardian fhould make no Deftrution or Wafle of
the Men, or Things belonging to it. Such were
the Ideas of Humanity, and its Rights, whichthen
prevailed. In fhort, Slaves of any Sort were
never allowed to vote. They were not repre-
fented in Parliament, and they had no Share in
the Legiflature.  Therefore,—Whether Par-
liaments were to be held annually, or not,—
and what was to be the Qualification either of
a Freeholder, or of a Freeman, in order toen-
title him to vote ; was a Queftion in which they
were not concerned ; nor was it of any Confe-
quetice to them how thefe Matters were to be de-
termined.—In one Word, the Majority of the
Nation, as to Numbers, were not Eletlors ab
Inztio. ThisisFact.

UNDER
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Uxper the prefent Head the following Ob-
fervations may be ranged, as they tend to
throw a general Light on the Subjett ;—namely,
That formerly almo{t every Lord of a Manor
had three Sorts of Lands within the Boundarics
of his Lordfhip. The firft Sort was for his own
peculiar Ule, thatis, for the Support of himfelf
and Family, and for the kecping of what was
then called great Hofpitality.  This Lot of Land
was generally large and extenfive, lying compatt,
and convenient round his Caflle, or Court-
Houfe, and not interfeéted by, or intermixed
with the Property of others. 'The fecond Sort
was for hismilitary Tenants, or Freeholders, who
were to pay him annually fome fmall Acknow-
Jedgment in Mgney, or perhaps none at all, the
Eftatc being only fubjeét to Reliefs. Wardfhips,
Heriots, the furnifhing of fo many Pieces of Ar-
mour, warlike Stores, and the like. But all thefe
Tenants were to do Suit and Service at the Court
(?f his Manor-Houfe, according to their refpec-
tive Holdings ; which Attendance was then equis
valent, or nearly equivalent to what the calling
over the Mufter-Roll of Soldiers is at prefcnt.:
But it is remarkable, that the Eftates granted to

thefe Warriors, or fecond rate Geutlemen, were
pot only of lefs Extent than the former (which is
Tlatural enough to fuppofe) but alfo orcatl y
Interfperfed and intermixed with the Eﬂ:tcs of
other Tenants; fo that (excepting the mere

Homcfteads,
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Homefteads, or Lands furrounding the Manfion-
Houfes) the chief Part lay confufedly difperfed
in Common Ficlds, and Common Mecadows.
—However thefc were not {cattered inany De-
gree fo much as the laft Clafs to be mentioned and
the moft nume-ous, viz: The Eftates of Copy-
holders; for thefe Men had hardiy five Acres
lying together; on the contrary an Holding of
40, or 5o Acresmight be found to be divided
into Bits and Scraps, called Langlets, Head-
Jands, Gores, Rudges, Lands, &c. &c. perhaps
to the Number of Fourfcore, or an Hundred
Picces.—It 1s difficult to difcover what could
have been the Policy of fuch a Contrivance :
—For that a Contrivance it was, [and not what
happcned by mere Chance or Accident] s evi-
dent beyond Difpute : The very Univerfality of
it, were there no other Proof, being fufficient to
fhew, that fome End or other was intendedto be
anfwered by it.—1 acknowledge myfcll at
a Lofs to gucls what that End could be;
—unlefs it was to keep both Sorts of Tenants the
more dependant on their original Lords, by
Means of thofe frequent Appeals, which muft
be made to his Courts, in order to fettle the Dif-
putes, which fuch an Intermixture of Property,
and mutual Encroachments, (fome perhaps vo-
luntary, and others involuntary) would neceffa-
rily create.—Such a Motive as this for the Infti-

tution was certainly a very bad one ;—and yet
bad
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badas it was, it is hard to affign a better.—[1f it
was to increafe the Fees and Profits of the Court
{for the Benchit of the Steward, or Court-Keeper,
that was ceitainly a worfe.] Be that as it may,
Fatt it is, that it has coft (his Nation alrcady 1na-
ny Scores of A&s of Pailiament, and almoft as
many Thoufands of Pounds to undo thofe Mif-
chiefs which have fprung from this Intermixture
of Property, the Confufion of Interefts, and

the Dilcord of Inclinations of different Land-
holders.

ARTIFICERS and TRADESMEN,

The Srconp Crass.

] As no Trade was honourable among barbarous
Nmons but the Trade of War. it is therefore
highly improbable, that a Gentleman-Soldier
thould fo far degrade himfelf, as to take to any
other Employment, than that of the Sword. Ne-
verthelefs there was a Neceflity that other Trades
befides tbat of deftroying Mankind, fhould fub:
ﬁﬁ even in Times of the greateft Simplicity. Vil-
L?ms gf different Kinds were to furnifh ti.c War-
rior with Viétuals :—But how was lic to be fup-

plied with Raiment, and Duwelling 2 andwho was
to ferve him with ali the Articles whatever of
Profit, or of Pleafure, of Ufe, or of Often:ation

belonging
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belonging to Cloathing and Habitation ? Things
thefe, which require many Hands, and infinitely
more Skill and Judgment, and much larger Ca-
pitals, than are neceflary for the bare Prepara-
tion of coarfe Food.—To get over thefe Diffi-
culties, both the Prince and his great Lords con-
defcended to invitc as many Tradefmen and Ar-
tizans as they could colle®, or as they thought
neceflary, to fettle in Tome commodious Spot on
their principal Domains, near their Caltles and
Places of Refidence, under their own immediatc
Patronage and Prote&ion.—Andfortheir greater
Security and Encouragement, they granted them
Charters, which were originally defigned to an-
{wer much the fame Ends to Artificers in Towns
as Copies of Court Rolls were to thofe poor De-
pendants, who were called Villains in ¢he Coun-
try.—For as the leffer-Lords of Manors did not
chufe that any fhould tyrannize over their own
Vaffals but themfelves; fo likewife the Mag-
nates, the Proceres Regni, and the Soverecign,
took efpecial Care to guardtheir Tradersand Me-
chanics from any Infults but their own. At firft
thefe Charters of Prote@ion werevery {paringly
granted, and contained little more than general
Promifes of Favor and Good Will.—During this
Period, thefe Colleétions, or little Nefts of Ped-
lars and Anrtificers, were not confidercd as Mem-
bers of the State; for they had no Reprefenta-

tives in the natiohal Councils;; and of courfe had
ne
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no Share in the Legiflature.  On the contrary
they were regarded as the private Property o;’
their refpettive Patrons and Proteétors, the King
and the great Barons, who were to anfwer to thc;
Public for their good Condutt and Behaviour.,
But a Circumftance arofe, which gave them much
greater Weight and Importance in the Commu-
nity, than otherwife they would have acquired,
perhaps for Ages.—This remarkable Revolution
in their Favour came to pafs in the following
Manner : When there were no more Countries
in Europe for the Northern Barbarians and Free-
booters to fubdue, thefe Heroes by Profeffion
would have been greatly at a Lofs, how to have
employed their Time, had not a certain enthufi-
a.ﬁic Monk, whofe Name 1 think, was PetEr
hit on an Expedient to employ valt Numbers o;"
them, in the military Line, and affuring them at
the fame Time, that the more Throats they cut
the greater would be their Reward in Heaven:
The Scheme propofed was to undertake Pilgrim-
ages to ferufalem, and to fight for the Recovery of
the Holy Land, out of the Hands of the Infidels.
jﬂoyful News indeed! For no fooner had this
Fanatic announced his Commiffion, and got the
Pope and fome Councils to ratify the Promifes
of ete}‘nal Happinefs, than the whole Hoft of idle
Warrzors throughout moft Parts of Eurepe were
feized with an epidemical Madnefs to engage

in



312 ENGLAND’ FORMER

in this Holy War[ Tuz Causs or Gop, asit was
called]; and to purchafe Heavenon fuch foldier-
like Terms. So great was .thexr Phrenfy.
that they never refle€ted that in paffing fr?m
Europe to Palefline they would bf.: .under a Ne:-
ceflity of laying in great Quantitics of Provi-
vifions, Hay, Straw, &c. in or(‘le’r to form
Magazines, and of ftoring up Medicines for the
Ufe of Hofpitals, to accommodate not only the
Troops of *God, but alfo the prodigious Num-
bers of other Pilgrims [among vxfhom were
Swarms of Females of Quality] during fo l'ong
a March, or {o long a Voyage. But furious
and frantic, they rufhed headlong on the Ex-
pedition, expelling to be fed and .cured by
Miracles. The firft Hoft of thefe pious Mad-
Men and Women miferably peri{hcd, fome few
excepted, who brought home with them Fhat
loathfome Difeafe called the Leprofy, and like-
wife the Knowledge and Experience, that long
Marches and long Voyages require many other
Things befides enthufiaftic Zeal, and brutal

Courage.

TuererorE whilft the blood-thirﬁ.y Zealots,
the Monks, were preaching up a Revival of the
Crufade, with Croffes in their Hands, the

* Gestar Der apud Francos was the Title of a famous
“Treatife recording the Exploits of thofe holy Murderers, the

st fecond
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fecond, and third, and fourth Swarms were col-
le€ting together, various Ways and Means were
fuggefted towards raifing Money for defraying
the ecnormous Expence of thefe frantic Expedi-
tons. Among other Expedients, it was con-
ccived, that the cmancipating thofe little Soci-
eties of Tradefmen, who were fettled in different
Parts of the Kingdom. and empowecring them to
eleét their own Magiftrates, and to make Bye-
Laws for their own internal Government ; alfo
exempting them from  all arbitrary Impofitions,
Tolls, or Taxes, would bring good Sums of
Money to the King, and to the grecat Lords,
on whofe Eftates they were fettled,—at the fame
Time, that the Mealure itfelf would be highly
acceptable to the Purchafers of fuch Charters.
Therefore it is not improbable, but that Wip-
Liam II. Henrvy I. Streuen, and Hexry 11
availed themfelves, as did Likewife fome of the
greater Barons, of this Mode, this very pepular
Mode of raifing Money.  But above all, our
glorious Ricuarp I. [that Lion-hearted Man,
Ceur de Lion, who went in Perfon to the Holy
War, and who had great Need of this Kind of
Merit, to atone for the Want of almoft every
moral Virtue.] 1 fay, it is not to be doubted,
but that Ricuarp I. fold as many Charters as
he could find Purchafers. Which Example was
moft probably followed by Jorw, by Henry II1.
and the three firft Ebwarps. [Indeed Charters

of
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of Excmpiion were to be had in fuch Plenty on
all Occafions. in thofe Times. that even private
Perfons ufed to purchafe them to be freed from
being impannciled 1n Affizes Furies, and Inquefts :
[Sce 52d of Hixry IIL Chap. 14.] Nay, I
belicve, it would be found on Examination, that
almoft all the old Charters to Cities, or Towns-
Corporate, were granted during the Phrenfy of
the feveral Crufades, which lafted from the Time
of Wirriam II. to Epwarbp III. or therea-
bouts. that is, during the Space of upwards of
200 Years! Aftonithing Infatuation! and utter-
ly incredible—had we not Inftances of as great,
or even greater national Infanity in our own
Times, in fighting for Countries ftill farther off.
and of much lefs intrinfic Value than Palefline or
Syria,—yct who knows, but that Providence may
in this, as in the former Cafe, bring much Good
out of Evil?—DBut to return. Certain it is,
thatin the Reign of EpwarD I. not afew of
thefe trading Places were grown up into {fo much
Confequence, asto be thought worthy to be fum-
moned to fend Reprefentatives to Parliament :
Which Summons, as far as appears, was the firft

they ever had; for there are no * Records ex-
tant

+ The Authorty I make Ufe of, on this Occafion, is the
Appendix, No. 2, t0 the Enquiry into the Foundation of the
Conflitution 2bove mentioned. The Title of the Appendix 1s,

An Accounts of all the Cities, Towas, and Boroughs in
Englan?
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want of their fending Reprefentatives before the
zgfl of Epwarp I.—oreven of their being re-
quired to fend them.

However thele newly-ercéted Corporations
were {o far from efteeming the being obliged to
fend Deputies to Parliament as an Honou: con-
ferred upon them, that the Generality confidered
it as a fore Burden, from which they withed
moft heartily to be releafed. So little had the
Idea of wunahenable Rights prevailed in thofe
Days! Nay, feveral Boroughs, after having
once obeyed the Sheriff’s Precept, defifted from
rpakmg Returns for a long Time afterwards
till they were compelled to do it by the s5th o;'
Rricuarp II. Stat. od. C. 4. [The Claufe
refpeéting the Returns made, or to be made b
the Sheriffs, is fo much in Point to the Caf}ef
here before us, that it would be almoft unpar
§011able to omit it, viz. “ And if any Sheri§ o;'
) the Realm be from henceforth negligent in
‘ making his Returns of Writs of the Parlia.
ment ; or that he leave out of the faid Retyrns
" any Cities or Boroughs, which be bound, :'md

. .

fqngzzgi :xzi) l:'a‘/l{;, which l1fave been ever fummoned to fend
gy Chiegx lfame-xt, with the Date of their firft Returns
Vot poich Y irom the three Vols. of Dr. BRown WiLLis s
N | .? ” m!t.zrza.---l‘viany Vouchers from Brapy and
X are hkewife produced in the Notes annexed.

['R3

of
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« of old Time were wont to come to the_ ?ar-
¢ liament, he fhall he amerced, &c.” Be it like-
wife* remembered, that there are Inftances of
fome Boroughs being fummoned, and of ap-
pearing at firt, which neverth.elefs got them-
felves releafed afterwards; wbxch Releafes or
Exemptions remain valid to this D'efy; by what
Authority, or on what GIO}lnd this was 'done
after pafling the above A&t of Compulfion, is not
my Bufinefs to enquire. Nax more, “*hfzn the
two famous Afts were made in the Rf:lgn of
Epwarp III. for requiring that Parllamem.s
fhould be held once a Year, or more ofteq, if
necd be, they [the Boroughs] {hewed ;?lamly
by their A&ions, what were their Sem.lments
concerning this Privilege; for, zi.ccqrdlng to
the Account given in the Appendix Juft men-
tioned, not one of thofe, which had omitted or
neglefted to make Returns during tl?e two for-
mer Reigns, embraced the Qpportumty of re-
covering their unalienable Rights, by comp]y;pg
with the Laws lately made for annual ?arhfx-
ments ;—On the contrary, and —(what 1s {}EIH
more extraordinary) fome other Boroughs, which
had not omitted to make Returns before, cho.fe
to be refrattory or negligent on the_O?caﬁo_n, till
they were compelled.—So that, it is evident,
that the Laws, which required even annual
Meetings of Parliaments [witbqut faying a Word
about annual Eleftions of Citizens or Burgeff:as

¢
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to be prefent at fuch parliamentary Meetings]
were unpopular at the Time to onc Part of the
Community, tho’ perhaps very popular to
another. They were generally unpopular to
Tradefmen, Shopkeepers, and Artificers, be-
caufe fuch frequent Meetings put their Corpo-
rations to an Expence which many of them
could ill bear, and becaule alfo they detained
fome of the principal Inhabitants, chofen to re-
prefent the relt, from their proper Trades and
Bulinefs,—by obliging them to attend on Affem-
blies, where they had but fmall Influence, and
lefs Refpe€t.  For not only the great Barons be-
held them with Difdain, and treated them with
Contempt, but alfo the *Reprefentatives of the

lefler

* The Stile of Parliament as low down as the Reign of Ep-
warp IL plainly proves, that there was a Diftinétion then
exifting in Point of Dignity and Honour, between the Knighte
of Shires and the mere Citizens and Burg,
fent their refpective trading Societies. Statutes made at Wept-
minfler Anno 1o. Eowarp L. Stat. 1. Anno Dom. 1336.
Becaule our Lord the King, Epwarp III. after the Conqueft
(which fovereignly defireth the Maintcnance of his Peace, and
Safeguard of his People) hath perceived as the Compluint of the
Prelates, Earls, Lords, Barons,~and alfo as the JShewing of
the Knightsof the Shires,—and Lis Commons, &c.—hathor-
dained and eftablithed by the Aff-nt of the faid Prelates, Earls,
Barons, and other Nobles of his Realm,---and at the Requeft
of the faid Knights and Commons, &c. &c ----By the Words
of this Preamble, it is evident to a Demonttration, that the
Repreféntatives of the leffer Barons [the Freeholders of Coun-
ties] were of a fuperior Rank, andnot to be confounded, as

they

effes chofen to repre-
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leffer Barons, (the Knights of Shires) looked on
them as an Order of Men much infciior to them-
felves. Hence it came to palfs, that the Depu-
ties from Towns and Boroughs were very olten
in great Hafte to depart, and to retire to their
refpettive Homes, whilft the Barons and Knizhts
of Shires withed to ftay longer, and complete
the Schemes they had in Contemplation. The
Fa& was, to {peak the Truth at once, the landed
Intereft, as it was then errencoufly underftood,
was fuppofed to be diredtly oppofite to the trad-
ing Intercft of the Kingdom. Ior the perfonal
and immediate Intereflt of the Barons, great and
fmall, was to preferve their own Importance in
the State, and their Authority and Jurifditlion
over their Vaffals and Dependents, in Contra-
diftin@ion to the regal Power. Whercas Shop-
keepers, Traders, and Mechanics, could have
had no fuch Views. Thercfore the former
were always defirous of having frequent Mecet-
ings of Parliament, in order to cosfult and af-
fociate together againft the Crown, whom they

chey are now, in the fame Clafs with the Kep enturives of
€ities and Boroughs.  Before *»~ Admiflion of Crt.c1s and
Buargefles, the greater Barons, and the Deputics irom the
fetier, fat in the fame Room.----But the Deputies from the
srading Places never did.  In fhort, the one were Knights
\ilites, Soldiers, or Gentlemen,---the others more Com-
moners, that is, common,People, Tradefmen, or Mechanics ;
who were only one Step above the Villains or Slave..

regarded
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regarded as their common Enemy: [Magna
Charta itfelf was owing to this very Principle.}
., Whereas the latter, the Corporate-Towns and
Boroughs, which had Reafon to cfteem the
€rown more their Proteftor than their Op-
preffor, had no fuch Motives, either offenfive or
defenfive, for aflociating together. In one
Word, the Crown, and the Law-Courts of the
Crown, werc then the only Security and Defence
which trading Corporations could have had a-
gainft the Power and Infults of the feudal
Baronage.— The great Barons having attempted
feveral Times to bring almoft all Caufes into
their own Courts, to be judged by themfelves,
or by Deputies, Stewards, Bailiffs, &c. &c.

To confirm what I have here advanced, I will
relate two very curious Faéls. The firft is, that
though the Towns and Boroughs had gained their
Liberty, and were no longer in a State of Slavery
either to King or Barons,—yet they ftill retained
{uch a Jealoufy of the encroaching Nature of the
feudal Syftem, and fuch a Dread of being
brought again into Bondage, that many of them
caufed every new Member of their Body, wher
he took up his Frecedom, to promife upon Oath,
that he would not take one who was bound i
Blood, to be is Apprentice. This Claufe 1s con-
tinued in the Oath of a Freeman of Brifol to
this Day, and I think was formerly in that of
London,
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London. and of feveral other Places: Though
moft undoubtedly not one in a Thoufand know
its anticnt Mcaning, or to what it referred.
The Cale, of which they are at prefent fo hap-
pily ignorant, I will endeavour to explain, be-
caufe it throws great Light on the Subje now
before us. When the trading Towns, and
efpccially the Metropolis, were gréwn into fuch
Importance as to afford fome Sort of Shelter to
thofe miferable and diftrefled Objetts, who were
in a State of Slavery, many of them (Male
and Female, Villains and Neifs] fled to thefe
Places, as to an Afylum, to be protetted from
the Tyranny of their cruel Mafters. When
there, they entered into the Service of fuch
Perfons as would employ them, in order to get
a Livelihood. And it is very probable that
they offered to work or ferve on lower Terms
than others. In fhort, the Towns found their
Account in this Affair; and thercfore efpoufed
the Caufe of fuch Refugces, as far as they
dared,—by granting them the Privileges of de-
fending themfelves in the Law Courts of thefe
local Jurifdi@tions.—In thefe Courts they al-
ledged, when claimed by their Lords, that they
were the Servants or Apprentices of fuch, or
{fuch Citizens, or Burgefles, and therefore
owed no Submiffion or Subjeftion to any o-
thers. This Plea, it mult be owned, was not
itri€lly juftifiable, being little better than a pre-

varicatory
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varicatory Subterfuge. However, as the Tradef-
men were willing that thefe Fugitives thould urge
it againft their former Mafters, - the Barons and
great Men got two rewarkable Laws to pafs,
which enabled them to purfue their Slaves, and
to feize and take them, as well within the Liber-
ties of Cities and Towns, as without. 'The firft
was made the 25th of Epwarp III. Stat. 4.
Chap. 18. and the other, which is fill morc ex-
prefs, the gth of Ricuarp II. Chap. 2. The
Words of this latter Aét are the following,

¢ Whereas divers Villains and Neiffs, as

“ well of great Lords, as of other People, as
“ well fpiritual as temporal, do fly within Cities,
 Towns, and Places enfranchifed, asthe City of
“ London, and other like, and feign divers Suits
** againft their Lords, to the Intent to make them
“free by the Anfwer of their Lords: Itis ac-
¢ corded and alfented, that the Lords, nor other,
** fhall not be forebarred of their Villains, be-
“ caule of their Anfwer in the Law.” Had the
Cities and Towns perfifted in their Defigns of
protetting the Fugitives, it is eafy to conceive,
that this Affair would have embroiled them with
every great Lord, and with the whole landed
Intereft of the Kingdom: For which Conflict
they were, by no Means, a Match at that Time
of Day. Therefore they gave up the Caufe with
a good Grace; far they pafled a Byc-Law,
obliging all the Mcmbers of their refpettive Fra-
ternities,
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ternities, not to harbour or employ any of thefe
poor Runaways for the futurc,—at lealt not to
employ them in fuch a Manner, as would give
them any Colour or Pretence to demand the
Franchile of the Place: For every Man wt the
Admifli 'nto his Freedom, was to fwear, that he
would t.ke no Perfon as an Apprentice. who was
bound in Blood. By this Regulation. thecy not
only avoided numberlefs Quarrels with the Lords
of Manors, but alfo preferved the Credit of
their own Body, by refufing to mix orincorporate
with Perfons of a bale Condition, or Slaves by
Rirth.

2dly. Tue other Anecdote is, that the cor-
porate Towns required every Member at his Ad-
miffion, to bind himfelf by an Oath, that he
would wear no Man’s Livery, except Mr. May-
or’s, or the Mafter of his Craft. This is another
Regulation, which, if underftoad according to
the modern Praflice of wearing Liveries, muft
appear a moft ridiculous Thing, and a very im-
proper Covenant. Neverthelefs, at the Time it
was made, [ will be bold to fay, it was a wife, and
even aneceflary Caution.—But as the right Ex-
planation of this Prohibition will fall more pro-
perly under the next Head, I fhall defer it for
the prefent, ’till we fhall come to an Opportu-
nity of afcertaining its true and original Signifi-
cation.

BErFoRrRE
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Berore I couclude this Article, perhaps it
may not be amifs to mention a Circumftance or
two, which, though not immediately conneéted
with the Subjeét now before us, yet will give us
fuch a Picture of the Manners and Modes of
thinking and afting in antient Times, as may
ferve to corret many Miftakes, which modern
Politicians are too apt to commit, either through
Inattention, or through Ignorance,—if not from
Motives of a much worfe Nature.

It has been obferved already, That the
Baronage, or Landed Intereft, during the feudal
Syftem looked down on the Trading with fo-
vereign Contempt, hardly allowing them the
Rank of Fellow Subjeéts,—and very unwilling
to fuppofe, that they were entitled to equal Law
and Liberty with themfelves. Now, would not
any one have inferred from this Treatment that
the feveral Cities and Boroughs of the King-
dom would on their Parts endeavour to form
themfelves into fome Kind of League or Union,
like the Hanfeatic Cities of Germany, in order
to repel the Infults, and defend themfelves a-
gainft the Oppreflions of fo formidable a Body ?
Certainly this is a natural Suppofition :— Yet
the Fa&l was far otherwife. For the Londoners
were continually attempting to engrofs all the
little Trade of the Kingdom to themfelves;
treating the other trading Corporations with as

little
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little Cercmony as if they had b@n their Slaf'es
and Vaflals: And thefe latter, inftead of .bemg.
the more firmly united, carried on a Kind of
Hoftility againft each other. It was thought
Jawful at that Time for the llllxapltants of one
Town to make Reprifalsl on thofe of another,
like the Subjetts of different States, when at
open War. Thus, for Example, if a Tradel-
man of Glocefler was a Dcbhtor to, or had. con‘x-
mitted an Offence againft a "I‘ra}defman of Brif-
tol, the Briftolian thought himfelf wairanted to
feize on any other Burgels of Glocrﬁer by Way
of Reprifal, and to oblige, him to .make Re-
aration for the Oftence or D?bt of his Brother-
Burgefs. [See Coxx’s Inftitute, Page 204,
and Statutes at large, 27th ED\YARD 111, Stat.
2, C.17.] Now, canany Thing be more re-
pugnant to Order and Government, not to men-
tio?} Honefty, Induftry, and commcrc'tal Inter-
courfe than fuch Proccedings? Yet this was the
Cale: For, as the Parons were c.ontmua]ly
plaguing one another with their Robberles and In-
roads, their Quarrels, and private Wars; [as
I fhall fully fhew under the. n'ext Head] fo
thefe tiny Heroes chofe to mimic their Betters,
by being as mifchievous as they could.— In ({ihor.t,
the Spirit of Envy and ]eal'oufy was fo pre omx(;
pant in thefe trading Bodies, that they. coul.
hardly agree about any Thing, except in their

mortal Averfion to Foreigners: Inthat they were
unanimous;
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unanimous; as moft of their Succeflors continue
to be to this Day.  Indeed they alfo confidered
their Fellow-Subjetts in the Light of Strangers,
{tiling themn fuch m all their public Aé&s;—be-
caufe forfooth they were not of the fame Guild,
Fraternity, or Corporation with themfelves:
And the above Quotation fhews in what Manner
they trcated them. But though they uled their
Fellow-Subjetts ill, yet their Conduét was mild
and gracious, in Comparifon to the Fury with
which they perfecuted outlandy/it Strangers: For
in refpett to them, their Antipathy knew no
Bounds. Epwarp III. wasa fagacious Prince,
as well as a great Warrior. His Laws for the Ex-
tention of Commerce, and Increafe of Manu-
falures, indicate a liberal Mind, much more en-
lightened than could be expetted in thofe Times
of general Darknefs. In the 11th Year of his
Reign [Anno. 1337 ] he caufed four Statutes to
be made for the Encouragement of the Woollen
Manufaéture, then in its Infancy amony the
Engli/l. Inone of which Laws, Foreigners are
invited to come in by the Offer of large Privi-
leges. It is accorded, that all the Cloth-
* Workers of ftrange Lands, of whatfoever
“ Country they be, which will come into Eng-
“ land, Ireland, Wales, and Scotland, within the
= King’s Power, fhall come fafely and furely, and
¢ flrall be in the King’s Protettion and fafe Con-
“duft, to dwell in the fame Lands, chuling

where
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« where they will. And to the Intent the faid
« Cloth-Workers fhall have the greater Will to
« come, and dwell here, our Sovereign Lord
« the King will grant them Franchifes as many,
¢ and fuch as may {uthce them.” Yet, notwith-
ftanding this Protetuion of an exprels Law. Com-
plaint was made againit the Mayor and Bailiffs of
Braflol, that they greatly obfhuéled the Exccution
of it, by extorting Money from the Undertakers
under various Pretences, and by molefting them
in different Ways ;—the King therefore required
them by a fpecial Manpamus, under heavy Pe-
nalties, to defift from fuch Prattices for the fu-
ture. This was about iwo Years after pafling the
above excelient Law [See Rymer’s Fap.
Vol. v. Page 137.] And this, one would bave
thought, would have bcen Warning fufficient to
the reft of the trading Corporations to defift from
fuch fcandalous Praftices; but it was not.—
For about five Years afterwards, and feven
Years from the firft paffing of the Law, the Free-
men of London were {o far from being intimiz
dated by the Reprimand fent to Briftol, that
they became fo much the more outrageous,
threatning, that they would knock thefe Foreigners
on the Head, and break their Bones, [ de vita, &
membris minitantur | if they fhould dare to exer-
cife their Trades of Cloth-making within the Li-
berties of the City of London. On which Ac-

count
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count the royal Authority was obliged to inter-
pole, by ifluing another MaxDaMUs more firift,
and penal than the former. [Rymer’s Fap,
Vol. v. Page 429.]

Now from the Bchaviour of Tradefmen on
this. and fimilar Occafions and particularly from
the Conduét of the City of London, whichalways
takes the Lead, and which generally obftruéts
the moft public national Good, through narrow
monopolizing Views,—let the Reader judge,
whether the modern Dottrines of unalienable
Rights,—of Sclf Government, Self Legilla-
tion, &c. &c. &c. are fit Doélrines to be
inculcated into large Mobs, and the Mafs
of Mankind P—-And whether the Bulk of
ignorant, fhort-fighted People, Men, Women,
and Children, would not do, both them-
fclves and otbers, much greater Harm than
Good, were they to he left at Liberty to put fuch
Plans into Execution according to their Withes
and Caprices >—But alas ! thofe who know bet-
ter, and yet inculcate thefe pernicious Doétrines,
have the more to anfwer for.

GENTLEMEN. The Third, or higheft Clafs.

It has been obferved already, that amongft all
barbarous Nations, and before Civilization has
been fufficiently introduced. there are never
found more than three Clafles of Men in Civil

Life,
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Life, the Slaves,—Mechanics,—and Warriors.
Thefe latter are of Courle the Men of Confe-
quence, or the Gentlemen of that Country. For
they hold the others under great Subjettion, and
therefore efteem themfelves, and are cfteemed,
as Perfons of a fuperior Rank.

Now, whether our Saxon Anceftors were utter
Strangers to the feudal Syftem, or whether they
were in Pofleffion of the Subflance. without the
Terms of Art belonging to it (which is the more
probable Opinion) is a Matter of no Confe-
quence in the prefent Cafe. For itis an un-
doubted Fa&, that the Chieftains of the feveral
Tribes of Angles, Futes, Saxons, &c. &c. {cized
on vaft Tral@s of Country, according as they
drove the antient Inhabitants before them ; and
that they afterwards divided thefe Diftrifts into
finaller Shares among their numerous Relations,
Followers, and Dependents. It is alfo equally
certain, that Lands, and Furifditlion originally
went together. So that the fame Perfon, who
was the Landlord, or the Lord of the Land,—was
alfo the Fudge over the Inhabitants of that Land
in Times of Peace,~—and their Leader in Times
of War. For thefe three Offices, now fo fepa-
rate, were in Times of great Simplicity, and be-
fore the Refinement of Government, hardly fup-
pofed to be capable of a Separation. The only
Diftinftion neceflary to be obferved in thofe

Times,
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Times, wasthe different Nature of the Tenure,
whether it was bafe, or noble,—fervile or mili~
rary,—by the Soc, or by the Sword. If the Lands
in Queftion were held by antient Soccage, that is,
by a fervile or ignoble Tenure, the Occupiers
were Slaves, and bound to work for their
Maflers :—But, if by the Service of the Sword,
thatis, by a miliary, afrank, or noble Tenure,
the Occupiers were the Frankmen of the Realm.
Libers Homines Regni, were Frecholders, War-
tiors, GenTLEMEN ; whofe Duty it was to fight
for their Chief. And thefe Diftin@tions were
thought to be fo important, as not only to in-
fluence all the Rules of Conduét and Decorum,
and to fettle the Claims of Rank and Prece-
dency in the Departments of Civil Life ;—but
alfo to deferve a Place in the fundamental Con-
flitutions of the Realm. For even in Magna
Charta it is enafted, in the 7th Claufe, that
Heirs fhall be married without Difparagement ;
which Words were undetftood then to mean,
that all Minors, Male or Female, who were the
Wards of the Crown, or the Wards of any great
Baron, fhould not be married to Perfons below
their Rank. Money was not then the greateft Ob-
je&t: For the greateft Wealth or Fortune with
ignoble Burth, was a Degradation ; and therefore a
Breach of Magna-Charta.—Whereas, to have
married the Ward to a Beggar of high Blood,
was no legal Objettion.  In a fubfequent Statute,

made



130 ENGLAND’s FORMLR
made the 2oth of Hexry ITL. C. 6. the Word
Difparagement 1s more particwlarly explained -
It is there made to fignify. the canfing of a Ward
to be married either toa Villain, or to a Burgefs :
Foreitheroftholewouldbea Difparagement. The
fame Rules prevail throughout almoft cvery Part
of Europe to this Day.  In Geraany in particu-
lar (from whence our Anceftors originally came;
if a poor Count of the Empre, not worth a
Shilling, fhould marry a rich Burgher's Daugh-
ter of Amfierdam, worth Half a Million fterling,
the Children cannot inherie the Family-Tites,
but muft be reputed as no other than the Beflards
of the Empire, though born in lawful Wedlock.
And if a Lady of this high German Quality, tho
without a Pcnny of Fortune, fhould condefcend
to give her Hand in Marriage to a rich Mer-
chant or Mechanic, the Friends and Relations of
this ilfuftrious Spoufe, may profecate the lows
Born, prefumptuous Hufband, even to Death, if
they pleafe, for a Rape,—not indeed of Violence,
but of Seduition.—[ And this latter Law likewife
takes Placein France, with very little Alteration.]
However, we find that here in England, the
Cafe was fomewhat different even in the moft an-
rient Tinmes.  For long before the Inftitution of
a Lord Mayor, the principal Citizens of  Loudon
were fliled Barons, by Way of Eminence and
biftinfion ; o that they were plainly diflin-
guithed from:common Burgeffes ; and therefore
we
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we may naturally conclude, that an Inter-
warriage with any of thele London Barons was no
legal Difparagement.  But, be that as it may,
one Thing is certain, that the Exception here
mentioned  is {o far from invalidating the Obfer-
vation refpetting Mechanics and Tradelmen, that
«& ftrongly confirms it.

WL have now {cen what it was to be a
Gr~xrtrrsay, and what was his original Occu-
pation, let him be rich, or poor, a Prince, or
a Beggar, in regard to outward Circumftances.
Fis Trade was Fighitng: And it would have
been a Blot in his Efchutcheon to have taken to
any other Employment. But the Misfortune
was, That Fighting was ot a conftant Trade :
For there are fo many Intervals in it, thata
Man who has nothing elfe to do, and is fit for
nothing elfe, is at a Lofs how to employ his
Time. Befides, the Number of thefe Heroes
greatly encieafed during the Continuance of a
long Peace, at the fame Time that the Means
of {ubfiftling them on their own frank Efates were
as much Icflened by their Multiplication.—Not
to mention, that the younger Brothers of pro-
lific Families, and the Decay of others, through
private bad Management, public Mistortunes,
and various other Caufcs, added to the Diltreflcs
of this Order of Men, without poin ing out any
effettual Means for their Relief, In iho.t, ll

the
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the Pride of Family, and the Notions of Birth
and Blood can be, in fome Degree, got over,
perhaps a more miferable Being cannot exit,
than a poor GENTLEMAN,—without any vifible
honeft Means of mending his Condition.

I mentioned under a former Article, [Page
gt1 ] that PETER the Hermit found cut Em-
ployment for great Numbers of thofe idle free
People, by fending them to the Holy Land, ta
be knocked on the Head. But ftill, thofe who
ftayed at home, on various Accounts,—and
thofe who were born between one Crufade and
the other, alfo the rifing Generation, after the
Crufades were out of Fafhion :—All thefe had
nothing to do, unlefs they would employ them-
felves in doing Mifchief. And a very litde In-
fight into human Nature may enable us to judge,
that Mifchief of fome Sort or other would be-
come their principal Imployment.—The only
Queftion therefore is, What Sort or Kind it
would probably be ?—

Avv the fuperior Barons, and many of the
fmaller, had great Royaltics. and extenfive Ju-
rifdiGions. befides Pofleflions intermixed with
each other, and rival Claims. Thefe Things
naturally occafioned inteftine Quarrels and Dif-
putes; fo that when the Grandees of the Realm
were not leagued together againft their Sove-

reigns,
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reigns, they were hardly ever fiee from Broils
and Contentions with each other, which were
fure to end in Blood. Here then was created a
Sort of Neceflity of imploying many of thefe
Gentlemen Bravos ;—and that too in their own
Way., For if any one of the great Barons
fhould entertain a Band of fuch Defperadoes in
his Caftles, or about his Perfon,—his Neigh-
bours, or his Rivals were obliged to do the like,
merely from a Principle of Self-Defence or Self-
Prefervation.  So that every Caftle, of which
there were then fuch Multitudes, and every
great Houlfe, efpecially if trenched or moated
round, became of Courfe little better than a
Den of Thieves and Robbers. A modern Eng-
Ii/h Reader may poffibly be furprifed to hear,
that in Times of profound public Peace, fuch
ftrange Proceedings fhould be permitied; but
ftrange as they were, they were not only
permitted, but countenanced in every Part of
Europe, in {pite of the fovereign Power, accord-
ing to the Ideas of thofe Times. Nay, they
were dignified by the Name of Private Wars.

Thofe who wifh to fee a true and faithful, and
at the fame Time an elegant, Account of thefe
barbarous Tranfaftions, may confult the preli-
minary Difcourfes of Dr. RoserTson’s inftruc-
tive Hiftory of CuarrLes V.—But as my Bufi-
nefs is confined to England, 1 fhall chufe to
borrow my Account from the very Words of

Enghfh
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Englhfh Ats of Parhament, rather than 1n-
dulge myfelf in the Pleafure of tranfcribing
Paflages from an Author, whom I will darc to
pronounce excellent, though a Scolchman.

In the Reigns of Hexry III. Epwarp L.
II. II1. and IV. Ricuarp 1I. and Hrary
1V. V. VI. and VII. many Laws were cx-
prefsly made cither to prevent or fupprefs fuch
Outrages,—thc Opprobrium of Common Senfe,
as well as the Deftrution of all Order and good
Goverpment. [And befides thefc, many othes
Statutes were enafled, which occafionally re-
ferred to the fame Affair,] One of the moft
antient, tho™ not the oldeft of all, exhibits fuch
a curious Piture of thofe bleffed Times of Ol¢
England, which fome of our modcrn Patriots with
us to prefer to our own, that I fhall produce it at
full length, and then quote fome Paflages ou
of other Statutcs, as Comments upon it.

“ A Dcfimtion of Confpirators made Anno 23.
“ Epwarp 1. Stat. 2. Anno Dom. 1304-
“ [Pichering’s Edstion.]

Who be ConsPirRATORS, and who be Cuaxi-
PERTORS.

< Confpirators be they that do confeder or bind
“ themfclves by Oath, Covenant, or other Alli-
‘¢ ance,
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* ance, that every of them fhall aid and bear the
= other fallly and malicioufly to indite, or falfly
- to move, or maintain Pleas: And alfo fuch as
*- caufe Children within Age to appeal [accufe]
** Men of Felony, whereby they are imprifoned
- and {ore grieved; and fuch as retain Men in
¢ the Country [in the Country is not in the ori-
« ginal Norman-French) with Liveries or Fees
¢ for to maintain their malicious Enterprifes; and
+ this extendeth as well to the Takers, as the
¢ Givers. And Stewards and Bailiffs of great
** Lords, who, by their Seignory, Office, or
“ Power, undcrtake to bear or maintain
¢~ Quarrels, Pleas, or Debates that concern other
“ Parties, than fuch as touch the Eftate of their
“ Lords, or themfelves. This Grdinance and
* final Definition of Confpirators was made and
¢ accorded by the King and his Council in his
“ Parliament, the 33d Year of his Reign. And
“ it was further ordained, that Juftices afligned
“ to the hearing and determining of Felonies

*+ and Trefpaffes, fhould have the Tranfcript
* hereof.

* Champertors be they that move Pleas and
* Suits, or caufe to be moved either by theirown
* Procurement, or by others, and fue them at
* their own proper Cofts, for to have Part of the
** Land in Variance, or Part of the Gains.”
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It is a Pity, that the very learned and inge-
nious Commentator onthe more ancient Statutes,
had not made his Oblerv.uons upon this, which
fo much wanted the Affiltance of his able Hand ;
being wrote, ( fhortas it is ) in three different
Languages, the Beginning in old Norman
French, the middle Parts in Law-Latin, and the
Conclufion in Engli/l; and not without fome
Difficultiesin each.  To fupply this Defe& to the
beft of my Power, and to make Ufe of his Au-
thority asfaras I can, 1 would obferve in the firlt
Place, that though the poor Gentleman of every
Country looked upon Trade with Horror and
Difdain ; — yet it was no Difparagement to him to
ferve a rich Brother-Gentleman in the meanelt
Capacity, efpecially if he was a great Baron.
In that Cafe it was no Difgrace to wear a Livery,
and to ferve at Table,—and cven to make Beds
in the Caftles, or grcat Men’s Houfgs, and to
{weep the Rooms, if they were to be Swept at all.
The fame Cuftoms ftill prevail in Poland ; which
is a Country that exhibits a true Pi€ture of what
Old England was.—N.B. The Croilade never
got much Footing in Poland ; therefore the Po<
&/h Nobles ftill remain in Statu quo.

RrsrecTinG the giving, taking, and wearing
of Liveries and Hats [Chaperons, Kind of Caps
or Bonnets; Hats being not then in Ufe} alfo
Badges, and of ufing Watch-Words, Signs, or

Signals;
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Signals ;—thefe Pratices were grown to fuch an
enormous Height, that Multitudes of Statutes
were made to prevent, or punith them. For
there was hardly a Seffion of Parliament from
the Time of Henry III. to Henry VIIL but
Laws were enatted for reftraining the Feuds,
Robberies, and Oppreflions, of the Barons and
their Dependants, on the one Side,—and to
moderate and check the Exceffes and Extortions
of the royal Purveyors on the other : — Thefe be-
ing the two capital Evils then felt. Refpeting
the Tyranny of the antient Baronage (the only
Evil I am now confidering) even Squires as well
as others were not athamed to wear the Liveries
of fuch Leaders, and to glory in every Badge of
Diftinétion, whereby they might be known to be
retained asthe Bullies of fuch or fuch great Men,
and to engage in their Quarrels, juft or unjuft,
right or wrong. In faft, the Old Engli/ Hof-
pitality {fo much boafted of, and fo little under-
ftood, was for the moft Part dedicated to the
very Purpofes of retaining and feeding, in the
great Halls, Numbers of thefe unhappy People,
to be the general Pefts of Society, and a Tor-
ment to each other. The Hiftories of thofe
Times, together with the Statutes of the Realm
inform us, That they affociated, (or, as they
called it, confederated together) in great Bodies,
parading on Horfe-back in Fairs and Markets,
and clad in Armour, with Lances or Javelins in
their Hands, to the great Terror of all peaceable

Subjeéls;
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Subjefts ;—Nay, that they attended their Fords
to Parliament, cquipped in the fame Military
Drefs ;—and cven dared fomctimes to prefent
the: felves before the Judges of Affize, and to en-
ter tne Courts of Juftice in a hoftile Manner, whilft
their Principals fat with the Judges on the .Bench,
intimidating the Witnefles, and inﬂuenmpg the
Juries by Looks and Nods, Signs and Signals.
And as one Species of Iniquity generally begets
another, it was no unufual Thing with the weaker
Party [weaker I mean, in thefe Kinds (f Argu-
ments] to apply to the King in Council for a
Commiffion of Inquiry, Whether the Profecutor
commenced the Suit out of a fincere Defire of
obtaining Juftice ? or from Motivesof Revenge,
Avarice, or Oppreflion?* And as the Ap-
pellant was allowed to name his own Com-
miflioners, it is no difficule Matter to guels, on
which Side thefe impartial Commiffioners would
determine. This Method of proceeding was
therefore confidered as a Kind of previous Quct
tion; fo that the Logic of the Times was,

Nec lex cft juftior ulla,
Quam necis artifices aite perire fua.

Bur amongft the ftrangeft of thefe Doings.
perhaps nothing would more furprife a modern

* Many Lxmples of this Nature cccur in RYMER’S F&Dp.

Recader,
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Reader, than to be told, That Gentlemen of
the long Robe made a Part of the Retinue of
the great Men of thofe Days 5 that they lived in
their Houfes or Caftles. and wore their Li-
veries.  Yect this was the Faét.  Their Employ-
went, befides that of being Stewards of the
Courts, and keeping the Records, and Title
Deceds of the Baron, [who, generally {peaking,
could himfelf ncither write, nor rcad | was to
find out Flaws in the Titles and Conveyances of
fome rival Baron,—or (what anfivercd the fame
End) in the Titles or Claims of fome of his Ad-
herents, Partizans, or Dependents.  The next
Step was to fuborn Witnefles, of which. it {fecms,
there was a very great Plenty to be had on
all Occafions, and then to undertake the Caufe
by fharing in the legal Plunder. if they fucceed-
ed ;—or elfe by making an abfolute Purchafe

thereof, and taking the Chance of the Suit to
themfelves.

Turs accounts for the many fevere Prohibi-
tions in the old Statutes againft fuch horrid Abu-
fes of the Law, efpecially by the * Profeffors of
it. One of the moft remarkable of thefe Pro-

* Perhaps there never exifted a greater Contraft between the
Proceedings in the Courts of Law in antient Times, and in
thofe of the prefent. Itis really a Matter of Affonifhment (and
{urely ought to be of Thankf{giving) tnat fuch pure Streams
fhould flow from fo wery impure 1 Fountain,

hibitions
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hibitions has never been tranflated from the Aur-
man-French. It is the 13th of Ricwarp Il
Stat. 3. I will endeavour to give the general
Senfe of one Paflage in it, without attempting to
explain all the Law-Terms, or making myfclf
anfwerable for the Juftnefs of the Tranflation in
every technical Part.

« Tue King to the Sheriff of Kens. Health.”
[The like Writ was direted to all the Sheriffs in
England.)

“ Wrereas by the Laws and Cuftoms of our
Realm, which we are bound to obferve, by our
Coronation Oath, all our Licge Subjefts within
the faid Realm, as well poor asrich, ought freely
to fue. defend, receive, and obtain Juftice and
Right, and the Accomplifhment and Execution
of the fame, in all our Courts, and elfewhere,
without being difturbed, or opprefled by Main-
tenance; [fee Jacos’s Law-Dittionary for the
Explanation of all thefe Terms] Menace, or by
any other Manner ;—and whercas alfo in many
of our Parliaments held in Times paft, and par-
ticularly in the Parhaments lately held at Canter-
bury and Weftminjter. grievous Complaints, and
great Lamentations have been made, as well by
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal. as alfo by our
Commons of our faid Realm, of the great and
outrageous Oppreflions and Maintenance com-

mitted,
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mitted, to the Damage of us, and our People,
in different Parts of the faid Realm, by divers
Maintainers, Menors, Baratters, Procurers, and
Embracers of Quarrels and Enquefts, in the
perpetrating of which, many arc the more em-
boldened and hardened ;-—0% becaule they are
of the Retinue of Lords, and others of our faid
Realm, by [Meansof] Fees, Robes, andother
Liveries, fliled the Liveries of Company [Affo-
ciation.] Tuerrrore We ordain and enjoin
by the Advice of our great Council (the Parlia-
ment) that no Prelate, nor any other of Holy
Church, nor Batchelor, nor Squire, nor any
other of inferior Rank fhall give the Livery,
called the Livery of Affociation: And that no
Duke, Earl, Baron, or Banneret fhall give fuch
Livery of Affociation to a Knight or *Squire,—
unlefs he be retained for Life, as well in Peage as
War, by Indenture, without Fraud, or evil
Engine :—Or that he be an Officer in his Fa-
mily, and that he refides in his Houfe : - Neither
thall any Duke, Earl, Baron, &c. grant any
Livery (whatever) to a Valet, or Yeoman, an
Axcher, or to any Perfon of a Degree lower
than a Squire, unlefs he be his menial Servant,
or Domeftic, making a Part of his * Houfhold.

THuyus

* As this Tranflation is not wairanted to be technically, but
only fubflantially juft, I would here obferve once for all, after
the
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Tuus flood the Cafe with the higher Ranks
in Society : And as Vice and Wickednefs ore
generally contagious, in Procels of Time, the
very Citics and Boroughs began to ape their
Betters in doing Milchief. They too had their
Affociations, their Liveries, and Rctainers.
Therefore a Law was made to reftrain them.—
at leaft fo far as to prevent them from hiring
themfelves out to be the Bullies and Retainers
of the Great Barons.  They might indecd af-
fociate, and parade in Armour and Military
Array among themfelves, as the proper Garri-
fons of their own Franchifes. but were to pro-
ceed no farther (fce particularly 7th of Hixry
1Vv.

the judicious Mr. BarriNGTON, that the common Tranfla-
tion, printed in a Column oppefite to the Original in the Sta-
tute-Books, is miferably defective and incorrect. Ina very thort
Paragiaph fiom a Statute, which I am going to quote, there
arc two very cipital Miftakes in almoft as many Lines. The
Words of the firft are thefe, Notables Chevilers, et Notables Ef-
guters, which are rendered notable Knights, and notable Ef-
quircs . Whereas the Senfe itfelf, as well as the original Lan-
guage, requires, that they fhould be tranflated, refpedable
Knights, and refpectable Elquires, that is, Men of Eminence
and Property in their Country. In this Senfe, the Duke de
Sully fays in his Memoirs, that when he was the Baron e
Rhoni he affifted at an Affembly of the Notables of Biritanny.
The other Senfe is perfettly ludicrous. FALSTAFF was a
wery notable Kmght in that Senfe : But furely he was not a re-
_/pf;?tlb’f one. Apropos ; the Humours of FALSTAFF, extra-
wagant as they may now appear, were the Humours of thofe
Times. He was not the firft Knight by a great many, whote

Profeflion
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IV. C. 14.] Moreover Care was taken by the
Magiftrates of feveral of thefe incorporated
Places, and particularly by thofe of Brifls,
that every Perfon, when he came to take up his
Freedom, fhould engage by an Oath, that he
would wear no Man's Livery (the Livery of
Affociation, Maintenance, or Retaining) except
Mr. Mayor’s, or the Mafter’s of his Company-.

But perhaps fome may fay,  During all
“ this while, there is not a Word about the
© Complaint and Grievance of the prefent Day,
“ Brisery aND Corrurtion.” To this I an-
fwer, that rcfpeéting the Prevalence of Corrup-
tion, there furely has been a great deal faid,—
and alfo proved: Refpeting Bribery there has
not. And the Reafon is obvious. The moft
corrupt could not bribe, unlefs they had the

Means ;

Profeffion it was, to enroll a Band of poor ragged Gentlemen
Adventurers, and to rob on the Highways. ‘The other Mitake
is a capital Omiflion, Gentl-hommes del Natrvitée, that is, Gen-
tlemen by Birth, or Gentlemen born; whereas the Words del Na.-
tivitée is totally left outin the Tranflation, as if of no Confe-
quence, though the Senfe of the Paffage, and the Contrait of.
what {ollows, lay a particular Strefs upon it. Here I will alio
note a remarkable Change in the Signification of fome Words
in our Language. We now fay, I figned my Name, meaning
thereby, Iavrote my Name: Whereas it otigmally fign.fied,
when very few People, even of the Grandees, cowd wrte a
Letter, Imadea Mark or Sign [generally the Sign of the Ciofs ]
for my Name. Thofe that were {uch Scholars, as to be able to
write, frequently added, £,0 A. B. propria many Subfaripg.
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Means ;—and even then, they would not, un-
lefs there was fome End to anfwer. But, gene-
rally fpeaking, neither of thele was the Cafle in
thofe Times. Indeed, if any Bribery was at
all introduced, it is moft natural to fuppofe, that
it was among the Cities and Boroughs :—Among
them, 1 fay, not to obtain the Eleftion, as at
prefent,—but to avoid being eletted. For when
none but re¢fident Citizens and Burgefles were
eligible by Law,—allo when almoft every one
of thefe Tradefmen or Mechanies deemed the
Office of a Deputy to Parliament a fore Bur-
den, not attended with a proportionable Degree
of Honour or Profit to counterbalance 1t, the
likelieft Thing to have happened in fuch a Cafe,
was for the Perfons in Danger of being clefted,
to make private Applications to the Eletors, to
be fet afide; or if elefled, to the Sheriffs, or
Returning Officers to be excufed, or omitted,
and others to be fent in their Room. More-
over Application was made fometimes to the
Crown, for Letters Patent to be exempted
[See 2gth Henry VI. C. 3.] Abulfes of this
Nature, we hnd, did frequently happen: For
there are many fevere Penalties in the old Sta-
tutes againft the Partiality of Sheriffs, and Re-
turning Officers for excufing, as well as againt
the Patents of Exemption granted by the Crown.

Tue Knights of Shires, the Reprelentatives of
Frecholders, or of the leiler Barons, wereon a

much
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much more honourable Footing. Their ve

Inftitution required them to be of the Order of
Knighthood, and confequently to be girt with
Swords as Milites, or military Men ;—by which
Circumftance, as well as by their Rank, they
were greatly elevated above the Reprefentatives
of Tradefmen and Mechanics. Not to mention
that their Pay or Wages in fome Counties was
a confiderable Objeél. Moreover, as they were to
be of the honourable Order of Knighthood,—this
required a certain Qualification in Land, to be
held, not by a bafe, but by a noble Tenure
[ See particularly the Statute for Knights, made
it Epwarp II. Stat. 1.] which muft have a-
mounted, as far as I perceive by comparing diffe-
rent Accounts together, to an Income of about
4gool. a Year of modern Rent.—Whereas no fuch
Qualification was ever required from the Repre-
fentatives of Citizens, and Burgefles. They
were eligible, though not worth a Groat. Nay,
i Procefls of Time, when the Requifition of
aflual Knighthood was a good deal difpenfed
with, as appears by the 23d of Henry VI.
C. 15.—yet flill it was thought neceffary, that
Candidates for Counties fhould be, if not re-
{peltable Knights, at lealt refpetable Squires,
and Gentlemen by their Nativity, who were
able to take upon them the Order of Knighthood,
whenever required fo to do: And it was added,

that
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that no *Perfon of the Degree of a Vadlét, [a
Varlet, or Serving-Man] much lefs a Ple-
beian, or Mechanic, fhould be permitted to be
the Knight of a Shire, orto reprefent the leffer

Barons.

Now taking all thefe Circumftances together,
the Ele&ions of the Reprefentatives of the leffer
Barons muft have become a moft turbulent and
bloody Affair, in which, Might would be fure to
overcome Right; and the firongeft Sword, as in
Poland, be the Returning Officer ;—or clfe fuch a
Number of the pooreft, and moft dependent of
thele Gentleman-born Ele€tors muft be excluded,

as

» The Vadlet, Varlet, Valet, or Servins-Mun mel?tiom.zd.
in this Statute of HENRY VI, feems to explain the whole Drift
and Intention of the Law. Eviden?ly thg‘e was fome-: fhame-
ful Abufe about that Time committed in the Choice ofca
Knight of a Shire, which this Sta'tute was mt‘ended to COI‘I:CLI’.
And the moft probable Accounts the fo]lowmg: ‘When {ome
great Baron, fueh as an Eanl of WarwICK, of LANCASTER,
GLOCESTLR, NORTHUMEERLAND, I'\TORFOLK, &e. &c.
had perhaps more than Half a County his own PJ'oPe1'ty, and
when the Freeholders of moft Part of the reft were in Depen-
dance on hiny, wearing his Livery on all pl‘lbllc Occafions ;
he might nominate whom he pleafed to reprefent the Com:nry.
For none dared to oppofe him openly, or conteft the Eletion.
If therefore the Great Baron had a favour‘ite*Va_let to recom-
mend, he muft be obeyed, and the Favourite be ele&e'd.
Tut moft undoubtedly the Knights of the other Countics
could not be pleafed with being claffed in fuch Coxnp.a{\y.

-Therefore, they caufed a gensrat Law to Le made, requnrtxl:)lrgi
%
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as would render Eleétions a reafonable and praéti-
cable Syftem. Therefore, as the Evils of Affo-
ciations, Liveries, and Maintenance werc rifen
to fuch an alarming Height, as to becomé& more
and more intolerable, the Legiflature chofe the
latter ; that is, they wifely refolved to firike at
the Rootatonce, by excluding all thofe diminutive
Gentlemen-Barons from voting, who had little or
nothing to lofe in any Conteft, but might have
{omething to get by ftirring up Riots and Bat-
teries in every public Meeting, and breaking the
Peace of Seciety. Sce the 8th of H.VI. C.7.

Bur let the Preamble of the Statute fpcak for
itfelf.

ITem ¢ Whereas the Eleflions of Knights of
¢t Shires to come to the Parliament of our Lord
Yy 2 “ the

that for the future the Candidate fhould be not only a Gen-
tleman born, which it was no uncommon Thing for a Valet
to be at that time of Day, but alfo a refpeffable Gentleman, a
Man of Charadter and Fortune, even fuch an one as was able
to fupport the Expence of Knighthood, if required. This
cfteClually difqualified all Vadlets, Varlets, or Valets from
being Candidates for Knights of Shires. Some Anecdotes
concerning the infolent Behaviour of the great Nobility to-
wards the inferior Gentry in former Times render this Con-
jeCture-very probable. And hence alfo a much better Reafpn
may be afligned for the Anxiety which the Houfe of Commons,
have exprefled of old, as well as in modern Times againft any
Peer of the Realm interfering in the Election of their Mem-

bers, I fay a inuch better Reafon than that which is ufually
given,
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¢ the King in many Counties [moft Countries]
« of the Realm of England. have now of late
¢ heen made by a very great and exceffive Num-
« ber of People dwelling within the faid Coun-
« ties, of the which moft Part was of People of
« {mall Subftance, and of no Value, [no Pro-
« perty) whereof every of them pretended to
« have a Voice equivalent, asto fuch Ele&tions
« to be made, with the moft worthy Knights and
« Squires (that is, Knights and Squires of the
« greateft Property, les plus Valants) dwelling
« within the fame Counties, whercby Man-
¢ {laughters, (Murders) Riots, Batteries, and
« Divifions among the Gentlemen, and other Peo-
< ple of the fame Counties, fhall very probably
« yife, and be, unlefs convenient and due Re-
-< medy be provided in this Behalf : — Our Lord
<¢ the King, confidering the Premifes, hath pro-
« yided and ordained by the Authority of this
<« Pailiament, that the Knights of Shires to be
« chofen within the Realm of England to come
« to the Parliaments hereafter to be holden, fhall
« be clefted in each County by People abiding
« and refiding therein, of whom each {hail
« have a Frank Tenement of the Value of 40s. a
« Year at leat, (or over and above) Reprifals,

« or Out-goings.”

Tuese are the Words of the Statute, rendered

as literally, as perhaps they well can be, from
-one
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one Language to another. The Things which
deferve our more attentive Regard, are princi-
pally thefe :

1ff. Tue Nature of the Tenure itfelf: It was
o be a frank Tenrment; thatis, {uch as was fit
for a Frank, a Liber Homo, a Freeman of the
Realm, aGentleman, or alefler Baron to hold,
without Difparagement.—So that the Sui¢ and Ser-
wee belonging to it (Words which imply, to
follow, and to ferve) were to be of the noble
Kind, andnot dafe or fervile; therefore would
not have degraded him into the State and Con-
dition of a Villain, or a Slave, by performing
them.

2dly. Tue Value of fuch a Frank Tenement,

is another Confideration. —It was to be 4os. at
leaft, above all Out-goings. Here therefore be
it remembered, that originally, eleven Ounces
of Silver of Troy-Weight (with a Frattion) to-
gether with a certain Quantity of Copper fuffici-
ent to harden it, were cut into 20s. now into 6¢s.
—So that a Pound Sterling, and a Pound Troy
were then of equal Weight. But in Procefs of
Time, fuch very difhoneft Arts were prattifed at
the Mints, that the juft Proportion between Weight
and Currency, could not eafily be alcertained.
When this Law was made (Anno 1429) I
think
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think the Weight of One $hilling was equal, or
nearly equal to the Weight of 2s. 6d. of mo-
dern Coin: Sothat 40. sat that Juntture muft have
been nearly as heavy as gl. in Silverisnow: And
if to this you take into Confideration the Diffe-
rence between paft and prefent Times, refpett-
ing both the Rents of Lands, and the Prices of
Provifions, furely, it muft be allowed, That a
Mafs of Silver of that Weight was equal to at
at leaft 4ol. Value of prefent Income.—Be-
fides, the Framers of this Law feem to have had
in their Eye a certain Proportion proper to be
obferved between the Gentlemen Eleftors, and
the Knights to be eletfed. The Qualifications
for a Candidate to he eleted, (thatis, for a re~
fpettable Knight girt with a fword, to reprefent
the leffer Barons) was, that he was ¢o be in
Pofleflion of a Freehold Eftate of at leaft 20l. a
Year in Tale (See the Statute for Knights, 1ft
of Epwarp II. Stat. 1.) And probably about
sol. in Weight of prefent Silver ; which we may
well fuppofe was then equal to 4ool. a Year of
modern Rent. So that the Proportion between
the refpefive Qualifications of the Eledlors and
the Eletled, was intended to be as one to ten, or

nearly thereabouts: That is, as 40l. to 400l. a
Year.

3dly. Tue Evils propofed to be prevented by
thefe Regulations, are a farther Proof of the

Ufle
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Ulfe and Advantage of this Law. The Preamble
affures us, that it was made to prevent Murders,
Riots, Batteries, and Divifions among Gentle-
men, &c. aflembled to ele& the Knights of
Countics, or the Reprefentatives of the leffer
Barons refiding in fuch Counties. Motives good,
and very commendable! But how could thefe
Evils have been reftrained at that Funéture by
any other Method, than by that which this A&
preferibes ? - Liveries and Affociations every
where prevailed; Maintainers and Retainers
were the Appellations, by whichall the Barons
might have been known. and defcribed from the
higheft to the loweft, either as Givers, or Takers.
And the whole Clafs of them had a Right to
affemble themfelves together, and to give their
Votes for Knights of Shires, *till this Law thinned
their Numbers: For nonc were excluded but
Villains, Copy-holders, Burgefles, and Me-
chanics.  In fhort, the Number of Pauper-Gen-
tlemen-Barons was become fo public a Nuj-
fance, continually encreafing, that it ealled a-
loud for fpeedy Reformation. Nay, the very
Laws, which both preceded, and followed the
prefent Att in the fame Statute [for it isa capi-
tular Statute, compofed of various Articles] I
fay the very Laws both preceding, and fubfequent
thereto, plainly point out thofc Evils then in-
tended to be redrefled.

ITx
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1n the 4th Chapter we read, That notwithftand-
ing the many Laws which had been made (I
might fay Muliztudes of Laws, during the Space
of upwards of 30c Years) to prevent the giving
of Liveries, forming Confpiracies, or Affocia-
tions, maintaining of Quarrels, riding in Ar-
mour, and the like;—the Evils ftill remained
uncorrefted, and were likely to encreafe;—
therefore it is ordained, * that if any Perfon
< after the Feaft of Chriftmas (1429) fhall buy
¢ or wear for his Clothing any Cloths, or Hats
< called Liveries, of the Sort, or Suit of any
¢ Lord, Lady, Knight, Efq; or other Perfon,
“ for to have Supportation, Succours, or Main-
“ temance, in any Quarrel, or in any other Man-
“ ner, if he be thereof duly convitt by Exami-
< pation, or otherwile, before by the Statutes
¢ declared, he fhall incur the Pain before li-
* mitted of them that take Liveries of Lords,
< or other Perfons aforefaid, and moreover fhall
« have a whole Years’ Imprifonment without be-
“ ing let to Bail or Mainprife, for their Talfity,
* and {ubtil Imagination in this Part.”

Turs was a preceding Law;—a fublequent
one (Chap. 9.) in the fame Statute was to this
Effe&, That whereas the « Statdtes and Or-
¢ dinances made, and not repealed, of them
‘¢ that make Entries with frong Hand into
“ Lands. Tenements, or other Pofleflions what-

‘Cever,
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© {oever, and them hold with Force; - likewife
¢ of them that make Infurreftions, Riots, Routs,
“ Ridings [Chivaches] or Aflemblies in Dif-
¢ turbance of the Peace of the Common-Law,
“ orin Affray of the People, fhould be holden
¢ and fully executed ;"—And, after having re-
cited divers others grievous Complaints, it adds
alfo, Whereas it was a common Pratice with
thofe who had forced themfelves into the Poflef-
fion of other Men’s Eftates, without juft Title of
Law, tomake over fuch ufurped Poffefions by
Dceds, or Feoffments, 65 to Lords, and other
pafJant Perfons ;—or even to Perfons utterly un-
known, whereby the legal Recovery of fuch
Eftates or Pofleflions was rendered the more diffi-
cult, tedious, and expenfive :—Therefore it
enalls, Thatall the former Laws fhould be re-
inforced with new Penalties, and new Provifions.
One of the new Provifionswas, that for the Re-
covery of the ufurped Pofleflions, the Juftices of
Affize, or Juitices of the Peace, might direét the
Sheriff to impannel a Jury of the Vicinage to en-
quirc into the Truth of the Premifes: And every
Juror thus to be impannelled was to have Lands
or Tenements of the clear yearly Valuc of at leaft
40s. orabout 40l. of modern Rents, the better
to fupport the Charalter of a creditable Man.
But, N.B. the Att is filent asto the Nature of
this Tenure, whether it was to be military, or
fervile: So that a Villain, a Copy-holder, ora

Yeoman,
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Yeoman, if poffefled of an Income of 4os.
might have been impannelled on fuch a Jury. yet
he could not have voted as one of the lefler Ba-
rons at a County Election, becaufe he held by a
bafe, or fruile Tenure. But what Need of mul-
tiplying Proofs >—Every Inftance ferves to fhew
that the Legiflature meant at this Junéture to co-
operate with, and render effetual, thofc good
Laws, which had beenmade from Time to Time
atainft Liveries, Badges. Signs, Signals, Con-
{piracies, Riots, Ridings, Maintenance. &c.
&ec. &c. ;—Evils, which it was impoilible to
have prevented by any other Means, than by
difcarding the numerous beggarly Gentlemen-
Barons from having any Thing to do with elec-
tionecring Contcfts, and by vefting the Right of
voting in Men of Weight and Property. N. B.
he modern Do€trine of unalienable and indefeafi-
ble Rights had not then been difcovered.—This
was referved for the Honour of the prefent Age !
And great Bleflingsare likely to attend it! fome
of which we very lately felt.—One Thing morc
is neceffary to be oblerved, namely, That during
all the Times under our prefent Confideration,
that is, about the Space of 400 Years, and up-
wards, no Mention is madc of any Diftur-
bances at Ele€tions in Cities and Boroughs,—the
very Places where the greateit Diforders are now
committed :—And the Reafon is plain : A Can-
didate even in our Days fora burdenfome, difa-
grecable
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greeable Office, attended with no Honour, and
lefs Profit, would be fure to have a peace-
abic Elettion.

Turs was beyond Difpute the Cafe with
aimoft all Cities and Boroughs in antient Times.
Nay, what 1s {till more extraordinary, we learn
fiom PrynNE, as quoted by Mr. CartwricHT
[Page 71 of the Pecple’s Barrier, Note at the
Bottom] * That the eletted Perfon was com-
*“ pellable to find Manucaptors, or Sureties,
¢ fometimes four, five, or fix, for his executing
“the Officc of Reprefentative; and. if he
¢ failed, his Goods were diftrained.” Can a
better Proof be cver given of the Truth of the
Facts here infifted on, than what may be drawn

from this Quotation ? Would any Man with or
defire a {tronger?

Irom a View and Retrofpe&t of all thele
Things, it is natural for every honeft Man to
think, that had he lived in thofe corrupt Days
he would have atted a better. a more C()Hﬁﬂ(’/nt,
an('l a morc honourable Part, A Thom»h;
which ought to be cherifhed in cvery \'iriugus
Jreaft.  But at the famc Time, lét the 7¢ql
Patriot refle€t, that we have Abufis in our
Days, which approach too nearly to thofe of
our Fore-fathers; and therefore cannot be
viewed by an honeft Man, but with Horror and

Indignaticn,—
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Ind gnation,.— Tis truc, oar modern Chzj\mpions
do not wear Liveries, or ftalk about 1n Caps
of Maintenance : Tis true, we have none at
prefent, who parade in Armour, apd rideA in
Harnels at Fairs and Markets, ulting againft
cach other, Badge againft Badge, and Colour
againft Colour. But alas! What we have ](Eft
off in the Field, we have too much adopted 1n
the Senate. For there we have fomething,
which is too much a Kin to the former Badges,
Signs, and Signals :—There we find too much-of'
an Eqgft-India Livery :—too much of a We/l-
Indwa, of an American,—of an Oppofition,—
of a Minifterial Livery :—And alas! a great
deal too little of that, which ought to be the only
Badge of a Brity/h Senator, Tue ConstiTU-
{ Tronar Liviry oF HIS COUNTRY.

CHAP.

C H A P, II1.

Certain  Objellions and  Cauils anfwered and,
confuled.

HE Man whoembarksin the Caufeof Truth,

without any Party Views, muft be an en-
tire Stranger to the Ways of the World, if he
expetls to be better treated on that Account.—
It is well, if his Treatment will not be worle -
For, as his Conduét is a Reproach to both Sides,
he will not find any Favour from either: So
that his very Impartiality will be confidered as
his moft unpardonable Crime. I was not igno-
norant of thefe Things when I undertook the
prefent Work; neverthelefs I wifhed to per-
fevere in the Purluit of Truth, in Spite of all
Difcouragements. Two Antagonifts have ap-
peared already ; and others have threatened to
commence Hoftilities, as foon as the Publica-
tion of my Work fhall enable them to ercét their
Batteirtes. I therefore here dedicate one Chap-
ter for the Purpofe of replying to the Objettions
which have been already made, in order that
the Reader may have fome Sample of what he

is to expett from the Produlions of fuch Kind
of Adverfaries.

Tre
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The 1ft of thefe is Joun CarTwRICHT, Efy.

Ax Author, whofe indefatigable Zcal and
Induftry would deferve great Commendation,
were t};cy employed to morc rational Purpotcs,
and were he lefs attached to a Syftem which can-
not be defended.  To do him Juftice, his *In-
tegrity and Tair-dealing are more confpicuous
than what is difcoverable in many of his Brother-
Patriots. For in general he mifreprefents but lit-
tle through Wilfulnefs and Defign: What he
doth through Ignorance or Inattention, ought
to be afcribed to the Errors of the Head, and
not to the Corruptions of the Heart. Refpetl-
ing Lockianifim, he is a very juft and confiltent
Writer, advancing nothing but what is fairly
deducible from his Mafter’s Principles.  If in
doing this he falls into palpable Contradictions,

* Mr. CarTwricuT's Quotations {rom the Dean of Giu-
cefter, are fiom Works aliexdy printed, and publifhed.  This
was fair and honourable. IIe did not have Recourfe to a Ma-
nufeript, or, what was the fame Thing, toa Copy printed for
the Ufe of a few feleét Friends, and their Acquaintance, in
order to obtain the Benefit of fuch Correétion ;—to which an
Advertifement was prefixt, that the Prefs was no other than
an expeditious Amanuenfis.---Mr. CarTwricHT, I dare
believe, would have afted a Part very different, on fuch an
Qccalion, from what Mr. Profeflor DUNBAR, of dberdeen, hias
thought proper to do in his late Pullication: The Hiflory of
Mankind.

he

MR. CARTWRIGHT.
- 9

he dotﬁh no more, than what his Mafter djqd b
fore him. Thus, for Example, heis fo incoC-
ﬁﬂcnt with himfelf, that he will not alloy thn-
Right to Females of the Human Kind whi a}:
he. exprefsly declares in many Places ’to beC
}lllght infeparable from Human Nau’lre “»211
‘have prMONSTRATED [fays he :
“ of the People’s Barrier ] t%atyRepr;fe}r:fagt?onlz
I: he means the Right of chufing Reprefen.ta-
tves, j—* depends on Perfonality alone : And
“ that all Regulations for making it depend o
"' Property, muft be capricious, arbitrary ang
" unconftitutional.” In other Places h;: al
lows, that Women are Perfons, an:i Morai
Agents, as well as Men; and that they have

Souls to be faved. Yet in Ipite of all thefe

d. Con-
cellions, he maintains,

that it is abfurd to fup.-
pofe, that Women have thofe Rights of v ‘

’ : ' otin
at dparllamemary Eleftions, which be]ong tog
an . . .

are, according to him, unalienable fron;

| )
ulman Perfonahty. But why, good Mr. Carr-
;/gxcﬂr, 1s this abfurd,—I mean on your
. . - . ! ’ .
1;1nc1ple '—He is fure it is abfurd : And he
v
efers the Dean of Glocefler (fee Page 46 of
Legiflative Rights) « i o
. E ig ts) ¢ to the Seriptures,—to the
. ans of Nature, and the common Law of
‘ ngland,—and to the fair Sex themfel
" order to fettle this Point.”
gjﬂic;cnt, I allow, were they as decifive in this
c11tlen1?n s Favour as he imagines them to bel
Bat that is the Queftion, ‘

VCs, il]
Authorities fully

"
1,
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1ft. My kind Inftru&or refers'me to the Scrip-
tures :— So far T am obligedto hlm,. — I'n thexfz
he fays [Page 27. of the People’s Barrier] it
will be found, ¢ that God, as an Exar’nple to
« 411 other Kings, infifts upon the Pe.ople s exer-
¢ cifing their RicuT of _c/zor_vﬁng their firlt Ma-
« giftrate (Gop) and of (J[fﬂﬂ:@ to tl‘ic Laws,
¢ ynder which they were tolive.” [F01~1t.fc.ems,]
« God would not take upon him the Civil Go-
« vernment of their State, until the People had
« prrerep him, and by their voluntary Aflent
¢ had joineD in cnafling the Laws of the .Conu-
¢ munity, &c. &c.” This he aﬂhrc§ us s the
Doétrine of Scripture.—I do moft w1l.1mg}y ac-
knowledge it to be the Lockian Do&r?ne,——‘and
a neceffary Confequence of that rath, inconfide-
ate, Pofition, ¢ That all Governments whatever,
< antient or modern, good as well as bad, arc
¢ {o many Ufurpations, "till the Pcople {}?all have
¢ given their a&tual, explicit, and pofitive Con-
< {ent, both to the Formation and to the Conti-
¢ nuance of them.”  But even to hintat Ufurpa-
tions of any Sort, when we are {pcaking of the
Formation or Continuance of the Government
of the greateft and beft of Beings, WIHO FIL-
teETu ALl 1N aLL:—I] fay, evento {furmife that
his Authority over us dcpcnds, in any Senfe, on
our own good Will and Pleafure, or that his
Laws are not &inding, till we {hall have ratified
and confirmed them, is a Liberty which I dare
not

MR. CARTWRIGHT. 4

not take. Mr. CarTwriGHT muft therefore

cxcufe me, if I decline the Difcuffiion of fuch
a Topic.

2dly. He direfts me alfo to learn from the
Scriptures, that the Rights of voting, chufing,
or ele€ting Delegates to Parliament, though un-
alienable in themfelves, are all alienated from
married Women, and transferred to their Hufl-
bands by a pofitive and exprefs Law. The Wife
is commanded to fubmit herfelf to her Hufband
in every Thing ; Ergo ;—Hufband and Wife are
in Scripture called one Flefh; Ergo,-—(that is,
from thence we muft infer, elfe what would be-
come of Mr. CARTWRIGHT'S Argument ?) that
the Hufband is appointed in Scripture to vote
for his Wife in all public Relations whatever, and
to be her Lord and Mafter in Politics, as well as

in domeftic Concerns. [See Page 46, of Le-
giflative Rights.]

WrerE it necefary to fhew, that the Gentle-
man grofsly mifapplies thefe Texts of Holy Writ,
and that he afcribes to them a Meaning, they
were not intended to convey ;—it would be a
very caly Matter fo todo. But I chufe rather to
let him confute himfelf, as the beft Way of an-
fwering fuch an Adverfary. In this very Page,
in which he condefcends to corrett the Dean of
Glocefter. for his Ignorance of the Scriptures, he

fays,
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fays, that the * Sexesare equal. in Pignity ;«v}tl}:}
« Regard to God, and his Salvation.” By whic 1
he plainly means, that Women have an 'equ?
Right with the Men to judge for 1h§mfel\ cs in
theoConcerns of Religion. For- the Rights of be-
lieving, of thinking and praying, and olf pebr[-
forming all religious Duties, are una ze'na1 4
Rights, which cannot be transferred from ?)e
Wife to the Hufband, or exea.lted by any Kind
of Deputation.—Confequently in regar‘d to thefe
Points, the Hulband cannot be authorifed to re-
prefent the Wife,—nor is he her Lor(.i and
Mafter in this Senfe.—About what thenlls my
threwd Antagonift now difputing ?'-—-Ifhe mte.nds
to fay, that civil, and religious Rights are Things
of a very different Nature, becaufe the former
are transferrable, whereas the latter are not :—
He would indeed affert a very capital Truth;
but it is fuch a Truth, as deftroys the whole
Lockian Syftem at once. On the other Hand,
were he to maintain, [which he, and Dr. Price
really do] that thefe two Rights are fuch exalt
Parallels to each other, ¢ that the Perfons who
“ are to judge for themfclves with refpeét to 7e-
« ligious Salvation, rFouarLy o‘ught to !)e the
““ Fudges of their politzcal Salvation” (which are
his own Words, at Page 134, of The People’s
Barrier, in order to prove, that the very loweft
of Mankind, fuch as Footmen, Draymen, and
Scavengers, whom he there particularifes, as hav-

ing
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Ing an waalicnable Right of voting) he then muft
allow, whether he will or not, thatthe Wives of
thefe Footmen, Draymen, and Scavengers have
in civil, as well as religious Concerns, the fame
unalienable Right with their Hufbands.—Either

therefore the Cafes are parallel, or they are not:
—Let him take his Chaice.

3dly. In refpet to Law, and more particu-
larly the Law of the Realm ;—if he means to
fay, that Women (whether married or fingle)

have no legal Right to vote for Members,
o too:

I fay
And will add thisasa plain Proof, that,

in the Eye of the Legiflature, the civil, and re-

ligious Rights of Mankind are ver

y different
Things;

and therefore ought not to be con-
founded together : Which is the capital Error of
Mr. Locke, andhis Followers.

But g4thly. My greaeft Misfortune is
come. For the fair Sex aie to be appealed to in
this Difpute.  And they will—my gencrous Ad.
verfary doth not fay, What they will do, Butat
Page 46 above-mentioned, he fays, “ Were the

yet to

“ Rev. Dean to receive no greater Thanks from

*¢ the Miniﬁry than be is like]y to obtain from
¢ the fair Sex for fuch Attempts,

*“ would be his Reward! Women k
“ what God and Nature require of
¢ in fo abfurd a Claim for a Share in

poor indeed
new too well
them, to put
the Rights of
“ Elettion.”
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s Eleftion.”—What Reward the Miniftry intend
the Dean of Glocefter 1s to me a Secret. But how
great foever they may be, [as I hope they will
not be of an unalienable Naturel 1 do hereby
frecly and voluntarily make a Transfer of them
all to Mi. CARTWRIGHT, with my grateful Ac-
knowledgments for his kind Inftruétions:—I
have not the Honour of his perfonal Acquain-
tance ; but if he fhould be like the Majority of
his Brother Patriots, he may ftand in greater
Need of minifterial Favours than the Dean of
Glocefler «—_The Dean is a Man, who, with a
very moderate Income, (which many People
would think rather fcanty) can truly fay, that he
has all he wifhes to have, and more than fuf-
ficient to fupply his Wants. Would to God,
that the Majority both of the Jnns, and of the
Outs could lay their Hands on their Hearts, and
fay the fame Things.

As to the Judgment which the fair Sex is to
pafs upon us, when the Caufe 1s to be brought
before their Tribunal,—I own I am rather anx-
sous for the Safety of us both, at fuch a Junc-
wure. Becaufe, if Mr. CarTwricHT, after the
Example of his Brother-Pattiot, Lord G. Gozr-
pox, fhould fummon the Wives of Footmen,
Draymen and Scavengers, and all the Ladues of
therr Acquaintance O meet in St. George's Frelds,

then and there to debate the folemn Queftion,
‘Whether

MR, CARTWRIGHT. 6
Whether they fhould {urrender up their un’xli3 ;
able indefeafible Rights, or infilt on the ‘F:n‘
Exircise of them, I will not be anfwerable Foh
the Confequences of fuch an Affembly of 20,0 .
patfiotic Ladies, warmed with — Zeal ’ f(') .
their Rights and Liberties. >
. Onxe Thing more I have to add on this Sub
je€t, and I bawe done.—During an Experienc;:
of quards of Fifty Years, I have obferved
that in every contefted Eletion, the Females o;'
all Ranks, Ages, and Conditions, both in high
and in low Life, married or unmarried thofegf
rigid, arfd thofe of eafy Virtue,—fo far ’from n((:t
concerning themfelves at all in fuch Matters,—
ha}ve entered into the Spirit of Ele&ionee: ;n
with much greater Zeal, and keener A etitg
th.an the Males.—And let Mr. CAR’I‘V\FEIGHeS
hl.mfelf be the Judge, if he pleafes, whether hT
thinks they would chufe LOVELACE,S or Hic N
MaNs to be their favourite Reprefem,atives hKc;
they the Privilege of voting. [See Rxcn’/mg

soN’s Clariffa for the Explanati
pofite Charatters. ] planation of thef o

The
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The Cauils of Mr. Profefor Du N B AR, of
Aberdeen.

HEN I firft undertook the Tafk of an-

fwering Mr. Lockk, I thought it ne-
ceflary to proceed with the greater Caution, as
I had fo many popular Prejudices to encounter
with.  Mr. Locks’s Writings on Government
had obtained a Reputation and Charaer little
fhort of political Infallibility ; thercfore any
Man who dared to depart from this Standard of
Orthodoxy, was deémed a State-Heretic, and
condemned of Courfe, as an Enemy to the juft and
unalienable Rights of Mankind. Finding my-
felf opprefled by this Weight of undeferved
Cenfure, I caufed the Prefls to firike off about
50 or 6o Copics of the principal Parts of the
preflent Treatife. My View therein was to con-
fult the Learned and Judicious both far and near,
concerning the Plan of the Work, and the Na-
ture of the Undertaking ;—likewife to entreat
the Benefit of their Correftions and Amend-
ments, in Cafe they fhould judge fo favourably

of this Specimen, as to encourage me to pro-
ceed.

Amonc other refpeftable Perfonages to whom
I applicd on that Occafion, T mention with fin-
gular
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gular Pleafure and Efteem, the Reverend Dr.
CamppeLy, Principal of Marifchal College at
Aberdeen ; a Gentleman to whom the whole Re-
public of Letters is greatly indcbted; and from
whom the Dean of Glocefler has 1eceived more
Affiftance, than from all athers. I glory in the
Declaration ; and am much afraid, that the criti-
cal Reader will too foon difcern thofe Portions
of the Work which received the Bencfit of his
judicious Correfions and Amendments, from
thofe, which were never fent, becaufe 1 ceafed
to take off Copies of the remaining Parts.

Waexn thele Papers were at Aberdeen, it s
probable, that a Mr. Profeffor Dunxpar got a
Sight of them. A Gentleman, who appears from
his late Publication, The Hiflory of Mankind,
to be capable of making an ufeful Writer, could
he add a little morc found Senfe. and logical
Confiftency to his florid Periods. and ligh dreffed
Stile.  Be that as it may, the Impatience of this
Gentleman, and his patriotic Zcal. were fo un-
governable, that he could not ftay ’till the Book
was publi[hcd, but hurried his Confutation of the
poor Dean of Gloccfler into P.int, before the
Dean's confuted Book was itfelf publifhed. This
is ratl or a new Cafe. But. that the Reader may
nst be deprived of the Benefit fo kindly in-
tended by Mr. Profeffor, I will here beg Leave
to quate, tirt my own Words, and then his
Cenfures
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Qenfures upon them, inthe Order in which h
himf{elf was pleafed to place them, that the Re f
der may make his own Refletions ; and if Mi
l]:mfjor. fhould be diffztisfied with this Mode o;'

roceeding,—I muft fubmit to his Difpleafure.

The Dean of Glocefter [ fee Page 171 of the
prefent Treatife.]

I

Arr that we know of Americe, relative to th
prefent Subje@, feems to be this, That the /e s
i}réater Part of the Native Indians [Indiansa;
jeaig;, a—s- (t)l;eilh:)vfre tformefrly, before their Sub-

on,- ¢ at prefent, who i
‘S"l:jbje&‘lon to any Europeun Power] ;r:y 7;:: dl:
ql .ed into three different Ranks, or Claffes

Z: ; chges,w—Hay Savages, and almoft cz'm':
0; C.laﬁes aIS do not mentior} thefe Diftin&ions,
o IR, accurate Definitions, according to
gical Rules, but as Defcriptions of Men and

Manners fuffici
>l ciently exa€t for our prefent Pur-

My, Profeffor Dungar’s Cenfure on the Pre

ceding [ fee his Not s Hi
kind, Page 204.] o to b iy o Men-

“ A v ..
e \I« ;ll known Weriter in Politics affefts to
' eas of the State of Mankind fo mathe

matically
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« matically precife. that he divides the Indians
« of Amerwa 1nto three Clafles, mere“Saunges,—-—
“ Half Savag.s,—and almoft auvihized.

1L

The Dean of Glocefter [ fec Page 190 of the
prefent Treatife.]

With refpeét to the firt Clafs of thefe bad
Qualitics (theor Want of Tendernefs, Sym];allgv,
and Affetlion) all Hi{’corians.agrce, without one
Exception, that the Savages in geneml are very
cruel and vindi@live, full of Spite and Mahc.c;
and that they have little or no Fellow-feeling
for the Diftreffes even of a Brother of the fame
Tribe,—and none at all, no not a Spark of
Benevolence towards the diftreffed Mcmbcrs o{t
an hoftile Tribe. But the Mimonan‘es (of
Paraguay) ta their cternal Prai'fe be it {pok.en.
have converted thefe blood-thirlty, unfc§1111g
Animals into a very different Sort of Beings:
So that if the Accounts given of them (by Mu-
ratonr1, and others) arc érue, or even near the
Tyruth, there can hardly be a more humane a.nd
benevolent People upon Earth, than the Indian
Converts of Paragguay.

' e
Ay, Profeflor Duspars Cenfure on the Preced.ng.

¢ The Savages he (the Dean of G‘Zoaﬁer) de-
feribes, in all refpedls, as a blood-thirfty, unfecl-

mne,

MR. PROFESSOR DUNBAR. sy

“ing Race, deftitute of every human Virtue.
“ But Miracles have not yet ceafed. The Mif-
“ fionaries of Paraguay, we are told, can tranf-
““ form thefe infernal Savages into the moft bene-
“ volent Race under Heaven. A Metamorphofis
* which, though celcbrated by a Dignitary of the
* Church, will hardly command Belief in this
“{ceptical Age: Yet it ferves to fupport a new
“Theory of Government, which is founded on
- a total Debafement of Human Nature, and is
“now oppofed to a Theory that afferts its
** Honour, and derives from an happier Origin
- the Image of a free People.”

IIL.

The Dean cof Glocelter [ fee the Preface to the
2d Part of the prefent Work.]

True Author imagines, that he has confuted
the Lockian Syftem in the foregoing Part of this
Work.  And he is fupported in this Opinion by
the Judgment of many Perfons, not only diftin-
guiflied for their Learning and good Senfe, but
alfo for their zcalous Attachment to the civil and
religious Libertics of this Country. IF this be
the Cafe, that is, if he has rcally confuted Mr.
Locxr, he may now. he hopes, with fome Pro-
pricty, venture to fubmit to public Confideration,
a Syftem of hisown ; which he is inchned to think,

mav
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may ferve as a Bafis for every Species of Govern-
ment to ftand upon.—At the fame Time he is
well aware, that it doth not follow, that his
muft be true. becaufe Mr. Locks’s may have
been proved to be falfe: He is alfo very fenfi-
Ble. that it is much eafier to pull down than itis
to build up ; and that many a Man can demolith
the Syftem of another, who cannot dcfend his
own. For thefe Reafons he is the more defirous
of proceeding with due Referve and Caution ;—
ot expeting that his Plan thould be adopted, as
foon as propofed, - nor yet fuppofing. that it
will be totally rejelted, 6+ before it fhall have
undergone fome Kind of Examination.

Mr. Profeffor's Cenfurc on the preceding, s as
Sfollows :—

« Sgra Work by Dean Tucker, Part IL
« containing, asthe Writer modeflly declarcs, the
« tyue Bafis of Civil Government, |True Bafis
was the running Title at the Top of the Leaf,
which gave Offence] in Oppolition to the Syftem
« of Mr. Locke and his Followers.”

Turs third Blow of Mr. Profeffor is fo well
aimed, and fent with fo much Good-Will, that
it may be confidered as the Executioner’s Coup de
Grace, to put the condemned Anti-Lockian out
of his Mifery. However, as the Malefaflor,

though
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though executed in his Manufcript-State, mioht
¢ome to Life again under the Shape of an Aut}?or
in public Print, and by that Means do the more
Mifchief to the Lockian Caufe; Mr. Profeflor
feems to have been defirous of preparing fome
further Punithment for fuch a Criminal, as foo
as be thould revive, and appear in his’ former:
Charaéter. With this View it is probable, that
he added the following Claufe. ’

“ Waen the Benevolence of this Writer [the
‘“ Dean of Glocefler] is exalted into Charit
“ when the Spirit of his Religion correéis thyc’
“ Rancour of his Philofophy, he will learn a
“ little more Reverence for the Syftem to which
“ he belongs, and acknowledge jn the moft un-
“ tutored Tribesfome Glimmeringsof Humanity,

. . .

and fome decifive Indications of a moral Na-
(‘ 3

ture.

Tue Words Benevolence, Charity, Religion
are und9ubtedly very good Words. And (as I’
do not fet up for a Judge of fine Writing) per-
haps I might likewife allow, that the Period
which contains them, is well turned. Neverth
lefs, what Reference all thiscan have to the CoC—
du&t of. the Dean of Glicefler in the prefent D?f-
pute, 1sa Thing which furpaffes 1y Comprehm-
fion.  And I do freely acknowled'ge, that Ia‘*r;
myfelf fo far one of the untutored Tribes. n()‘t~

withftanding
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withftanding the Profeflor’s great Pains to tutor
me, that 1 have not the leaft ldea of haV}ng.
tranfgrefled the Bounds of Bengvolence, Qharlty,
or Religion, in what I have faid concerning the
Savages of America. The Relation, it feems,
has incurred the high Difpleafure ?f the Profeff(?r
of Philofophy at Aberdeen.—Be 1t fO.—-Bl‘lt did
the Dean forge this Relation':f No. Did he
falfify the Accounts he had received from others?
No. Did he mifquote, or mifreprefent any of
his Authors ? No. What then was his Oﬁcnce‘?
And what Provocation has he given to this
Lockian Champion ?>—HE 1As DARED TO COX-
ruTe TiE Lockian SysTEm.—A molt unpar-
donable Crime indeed! For the Punifhrpent of
which, the Rules of Decorum arc to be v1olz'ned,
and the Modes of dark Attack to be praalccd.
Surely, if the Lockian Caufc 1s no otherwile to
be defended, it is high Time that fucha Syftem
{hould be baniflicd from the Socicty of Men.

Hap this Gentleman cited butone Author of
Note, who had given an Account different from
thofcof Dr.RoserTson, MurATORI, andozhers,.
to whom I referred, fomething like the Shadow of
an Excufe might have been framed for the Rap-
cour of his Inve&ive. Butas he has not, I will
help him to a Writer as full of Ror.n:mcc, and as
paradoxical as himfelf. The Fefust Larrrav in
his Mazurs des Sauveges, has faid more to apo-
lorize for the Conduét of the Savages, than any

i} Writer
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Writer that T have feen. Neverthelefs, the
general Charatter which he gives of them,
tallies fo exattly with the Relation of other Hif-
torians, that plain Men of common Senfe, like
myfelf, cannot fee the Difference. The Fe-
Juit's Words are thefe, ¢ Leur bonnes Qualitds
(which he had been enumerating in the preced-
ing Paragraph) ¢ fontmélées fansdoute de plufieurs
¢ defautes; Car ils font legers et volages, faineans
¢ au dela de toute expreffion, ingrats avec excefs,
¢ foupgonneux, traitres, vindicatifs, et d’autant
¢ plus dangereux qu ’ils fcavent mieux couvrir, et
“ils couvrent plus long temps leur refentiments »
“ 1ls font cruel a leur ennemis, brutaux dans leur
¢ plaifirs, vitieux par ignorance, et par malice.’
(Tom 1, P. 106.)

Such is the Portrait, which their own Apo-
fogift has drawn of this unhappy People. But
neverthelefs, though it is much to be feared,
that this is too truly their general Chara@er, yet
we will charitably fuppofe, and do moft will-
ingly hope, that many Exceptions are to be
found among them. St. Paur in his firft Chap-
ter to the Romans, prefents us with a Pi€ture of
the degenerate Heathens not much unlike this
of the benighted Indians. But no Man ever
underftood the Apoltle in that rigid Senfe, as if
he intended to fay, that there was not one fingle
Exception to the Defcription he had given of
Men and Morals, to be found in all Rone.

For
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For my Part, I think it reafonable and right,
that Exceptions fhould be made to all general
Charalters. Sometimes indeed I am obliged to
make them with Regret: This is my pfefem.
Cafe.—I have admired and refpetted the Literati
of Scotland for upwards of go Years: The pre-
fent is certainly their fhining Period, their Auguf-
tan Age. They are now become not only a
Credit to themfelves, but an Honour to en-
lightened Europe. And were fome of them to
attend more to Fafls than to Theories, and to pay
a greater Regard to the Strength of an Argu-
ment, than to the Arrangement of Periods, or
the Choice of Words, their Excellence and Ufe-
fulnefs would ftill be greater.—Unconnetted as
1 am with them, and unbiafled in my._]lildgn.xent,
1 pay this free-will Offering to their dxﬁlngulﬁled
Merit.—Nor fhall the unpfovoked, and unjuf-
tifiable Behaviour of one of their Mecmbers
leffen my Efteem for fo illuftriousa Body.

CHAP.

[ 377 1

C H A P II1.

An Enquiry how far the Authorities of Great
Names, and particularly how far the Opinions of
AristoriE, Cicero, GroT1Us, and HookEr
can be ferviceable to the Lock1an Caufe.

AVING proceeded mottly in the argumen-
H tative, or controverfial Way inthe prece-
ding Parts of this Treatife, it may not be amifs
here to alledge the Authority of refpe&table Wri-
ters in Confirmation of what has been already
advanced. I know, indeed, that the Gentlemen,
with whom I have the Misfortune to differ, dif-
dain the very Thought of paying a Deference
to any human Opinion whatever, But I know
likewife, that there are not a Set of Men under
Heaven, who make more Parade with the
Honour of a great Name, than they do, if they
are able to quote any Paffage from his Writings,
only feeming to be favourable to their Caufe: —
A ftriking Proof of which will be given in the
Courfe of this Chapter, refpefting the great and
Judicious Mr, Hooxkr.

Mczeer
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Meer Authority, it muit be confefled, is not
fufficient in many Cafes to determinc our A{Ten{ :
But Authority, added to other Arguments, 1n
thole pecubar Curcumfiances, where Fhe Mind 1§
equipoifed between oppofite Reaijonmgs,. ough:
certainly to turn the Scale. And indeed 1t gene:-
rally will; for many of the moft capital Affairs in
human Life, areoften conduéted on nqot}xer Prin
ciple. |Thofe, who with to fee this importan:
Subje€t handled more at large, and properly ex
emplified, may confult my two Letters to the
Rev. Dr. Kieers, printed for RivincToN. ]

Taue Dilciples of Mr. Locks differ frqm the
relt of Mankind, antient and modern, in two
eflential Points.

1.

Tuey ofterr maintain in exprefs Terms, amd
the Tenor of their Argument always doth, that
Mankind have no natural Biafs, no 'innate In-
{tin&t or Propenfity towards Civil Society, as an
End, or Objett. Nay, many of them have net
fcrupled to declare, That were jMe:.x left to
follow their own fpontaneous Inciination, they
would never have incorporated at all; bur
would have led a Life of abfolute Frecdom and
Independance. Mr. Locke’s own Expreflion

i5, That Men are DRIVEXN into Socxety.——B‘?{
Wit

AGAINST MR. LOCKE ;5

why driven? And who drives them? Their own
ants and Fears, he tells us. For, it {eems,
that after having deliberated on the Matter, pro
and con, Men at laft refolved to abandon the
Charms of native Liberty, in order to guard
againft thofe Dangers and Inconveniencies,
which they found to be unavoidable in their na-
wral and folitary State. Hence therefore it
neceflarily follows, according to the Lockian
Idea, that Government itfelf, even in its belt
Eftate, and when beft adminiftered, is no other
than a neceffary Ewl, which muft be endured,

for the Sake of efcaping from fuch other Ewils
as are {till mare intolerable.

IT.

Ix Conformity to this leading Principle, they
infer very logically, and indeed very juftly, [rea-
foningright from wrong Principles] that no Man,
tho’ born within the Confines of fome certain
State, andall along protetted by it, ought to be
deemed a Member thereof, ’till he himfelf hath
made an aflual Choice; that is, *till he has volun-
tarily enteredinto a Sfolemn Contraét with that, or
with fome other State, by an exprefs, pofitive,
and perfonal Engagement.—For *till that is done,
he is in faét an independent, unconneted Being,
the Subjeft of no State whatever.

Now,
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Now, to combat thefe two erroneous Opini-
ons. which would in Praftice be attended with
the moft fatal Confequences, I might obferve,
firft of all, that all the Notices, which we have
from profane Hiftory relative to Government,
are about the Improvements, or Alterations of thofe
Societies, which were already formed, and nos
about the original, or impulfive Caufe, which firft
gave them an Exiftence, and brought them into
Being.  Minos, Solon, Lycurgus, Numa, and
many others, who were juftly honoured with the
Title of Legiflators, were only fo in this fecon-
dary Senfe of the Word: Thatis, they either
improved, or reformed, or new modelled fome
of thofe Societies, which already exifted in a
rude, and imperfe€t State. But they did not
ereft new ones among a Set of human Crea-
tures, who were before totally independent of
each other ;—that is, who were utter Strangers
to any Kind of Subordination whatfoever. This
isa weighty Matter, and deferves to be well con-
fidered. But as it would carry us too far from
the Points now immediately before us, if purfued
to its full Extent, I fhall wave it for theprefent ;}—
and content myfelf with producing only four Au-
thorities in Oppofition to the Lockian Syftem :—
But thefe four are fuch, as are worth Thoufands
of others, the Lockians themfelves being Judges,
were their Teftimonies to be weighed, and not
numbered. The four I mean are no lefs than
ARISTOTLF,
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Aristorre, Cicero, GroTivus, and Hook g -
—the three firft of whom were born, and eduj
cated under Republican Governments ; and the
fourth is the very Perfonto whom Mr. Lockg

and his Followers always appeal in difputed
Cales.

ARISTOTLE.

Tuis firft of Men in the Pagan World deli-
vers himfelf in the fecond Chapter of his firlt
Book of Politics to the following Effe&,—That
Man 1s by Nature a political Animal, much mora
{o than Bees, or any other Animals of the gre-
gariwous Tribes ;—becaufe he is endowed with the
Ufe both of Speech and Reafon :—Of Speech, 10
mak.e known his Wants, his Feelings, and ,In—
tentions ;—and of Reafon to judge, what is
right, and what is wrong, and to difcern Good
f.'rom Evil. Therefore as Nature makes nothin
an varn, any Man, who, through Choice, and not
frole Neceflity. is not a Member of fome Civil
Society, muft be fuppofed to be either much
better, or much worfe than the common Lot of
Human Nature.  Confequently, if any Being in
a human Shape either has no Propentity for the
politico-focial Life, or has fuch a Sufficiency of all
Th.ings within himfelf, as not to want it, that
Being is either a God, or a Beaft of Prey. For
Nature hath implanted in all Men a ftrong In-
Rin& [Ormé] for this Kind of focial Life.

Sucu
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h]
Sucu is the Subflancé of Aristorrr’s Ar-

gument, in a free Tranflation, when the diffe-
rent Parts of it are brought together, and cleared
from fome metaphyfical Niceties, foreignto the
prefent Subje&t. On which I muft beg the
Reader’s Indulgence to make a few Remarks.

Ix the firlt Place, it is evident, that this firft
of Philofophers [as Mr. Hooxrr, by ufing a
Greek Term (Arch Philofopher) juftly calls him]
was not here delivering an Opinion, which he
thought would ever have been called in Queftion,
or fo much as doubted of. He took it for
granted, that no Man would be fo very abfurd
as to fuppofe, that Mankind had not a natural
Inftin&®, Impulfe, or Inclination towards form-
ing political Unions or Conneftions of fome Sort
or other. Had he fufpefled that this Point
would ever have been controverted, he would
certainly have done more ample Juftice to his

Subjett.

For 2dly. Whereas he barely aflirms, that
Men are Animals muck more political in their
Nature than Bees, or any of the gregarious
Tribes, he might have corroborated his Afler-
tions with fuch Reafons, as would have been
unanfwerable. Meer gregarious Animals are
not political fimply on that Account;—as I

have fhewn before in the Inftances of Sheep,
Horfes
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Horfes, Cattle, &c. {Sce Pages 131 and 132. |
But gregarious Animals then become political,
when they divide their comn.on Labour into fe-
parate Shares or Portions, each Individual hav-
g a diftinét Occupation, and afting within his
own Sphere.  For {uch a Police evidently infers
a certain Subordination and Government, where-
in {ome are to att in Obedience or Subfervieucy
to others :—Or, to fpeak ftill plainer, fome are
to direft, and others to be dire@ed. Hence it
follows, that not only Swarms of Bees, whom
ArisTtorLE mentions, but alfo Ants and Bea-
vers, and every other Tribe of Animals in like
Circumftances [if any fuch there are] muft have
a Plan or Regulation, or a fixt Mode for the
Diftribution of Labour ;—that is, they muft have
a general Law, and Conftitution of Government
fettled amongft them.

Now, if this be the Calec among the inferior
Animals, AristoTLE might have obferved with
great Juftice, that the Reafons or Motives for im-
planting fuch Inftints in human Animals, as
would caufe them, not only occafionally to Aerd
together, but to form lafling Conneélions, are fo
much the ftronger in Proportion to the greater
Exigencies of their Condition: For even the
natural Wants of Men, Food, Raiment, and
Duwelling, are athoufand Times more numerous,
and diverfified than the natural Wants of either

of
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of the Tribes of Animals above-mentioned :—
And if to thefe we thould add the artificial, which
comprehend all the Elegancies, Comforts, a.nd
Conveniences of Life,—(not to mention the in-
finite Number of fantaftic, and imaginary
Wants) it muft appear next to a Demontftration,
that Mankind were formed with much fironger
Propenfities for Society, thanany Tribe of Ani-
mals whatever. And Aristorie’s favourite
Maxim, that Nature doth mothing in vain, thus
returns with more than redoubled Force.

Nay, gdly. Whereas AristorLe obferves,
that Mankind are endowed with Language, and
Reafon,—(Gilts, which he apprehends are appro-
priated to the human Species, in order to enable
them to form political Affociations) he might
have added another Circumftance, which is fhill
more peculiar to the Human Race :—The Cir-
cumftance I mean isthe Power of captivating the
Paffions by Means of public Declamations, or
folemn Harangues; for this is a Thing quite
diftin&t from the mere Ufe of Speech, or of
Reafon. And it is obfervable, That when thofe
Geniufles, whom Nature has formed to be great
Orators, haranguc the liffening. Crowds, they
are frequently able to enchant their Audience in
fuch a Manner, as to caufe them to move and
aft, to reflolve, or to refcind former Refolutions,
jultas they would have them, Marvellous Tas

lents
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lents thefe! And happily for Mankind, they are
not common: Ior, as in a free State, fuch as
ours, they are more {requently employed in
doing Mifchief, than in doing Good, we do not
{o often experience their falutary Effefts, as
we do their fatal Confequences.—But however
that may be, thefe Talents are fo much the Pre-
rogative of Man, that we are not able to difs
cover the leaft Traces of them either in Herds

of Cattle, or Flocks of Sheep, or in any other
Animals whatever.

Urox the whole, though AristoTLE gave
his Opinion after a tranfient or curfory Manner,
and without any previous Study to inveftigate
the Nature of the Subjef ;—yet it is fuch an
Opinion, as leaves not the leaft Doubt in any
Man’s Mind, how fully he was perfuaded, that
Mankind were formed by Nature to be political
Animals, and that civil Government, of fome
Form or other, was the State or Condition

which was moft natural to Man. The next
great Man is

C I CE R O

Turs eminent Statefman and Philofopher was
much in the fame Situation with his Predeceffor.
Tor he too was a total Stranger to the Paradoxes
of modern Days refpe@ting Government, There-

fore
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fore his Obfervations can be but fhort, being, as
it were, occafionally uttered. In his Firft Book
of Offices, §. 44, he had been comparing dif-
ferent Duties or Offices together; and he gave
the Preference, very juftly, to that Duty, or to
that Imployment of a Man’s Time, which was
dedicated to the Service of his Country,—and
not to mere fcientific Speculations. or abftraét
Theories. He placed the Contraft between
Communitas, or the Duty owing to the Commu-
nity, and Cogmitio, or the Manner of enter-
taining one’s felf in private with literary Amufc-
ments Which perhaps was intended as a gentle
Reproof to his Friend Arricus.] And then
obferves, « * That as Bees do not form them-
< felves into Communities for the Sake of
“ making their Honey-Combs; but being na-
“ turally united into Communities, called
*¢ Swarms, they therefore fet about this Work :
¢« So Men, who are formed with much fironger
“ Inftin&ts [than Bees] for a political Life, ufe,
¢ that is, ought to ufe, their Powers both of
« Aftion, and of Thought [for the public
“ Good.”}

* Ut apum examina non fingendorum favorum causi con-
gregantur, fed, cum congregabilia natura fint, fingunt fa-
vos; fic homines, ac multo etiam magis naturd congregati,
adhibent agendi, cogitandique folertiam.

Tu=e
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Tue Conltruttion of the latter Part of this
Sentence feems to be a good deal embarraffed ;
probably becaufe a Word or two are miffing.
But be that as it may, there is no Manner of Ob-
fcurity in the Words, fic homines, ac multo etiam
mages Naturd congregati.  For they are as clear

as the Day: And it was for their Sakes alone,
that the Paffage was quoted.

Aca1n, inhis Treatife concerning the Boun-
daries between Good and Evil, towards the Clofe
of the third Book, where he is fumming up the
principal Dogmata of the Stoics concernin
Morals, Politics, Religion, &c. &c. which
he highly (and in general very juftly) extolls,
he expreffes himfelf after this Manner, *« Ag
¢ we alfo ufe our Limbs [in Childhood] before
“ we have been able to learn for what Ufe, or
¢ with what Intent they were given us; fo we
“ are mutually connetted, or joined together

“ by Nature herfelf into a Civil Community, or
¢ Body Politic.”

O~ce more, In his Firff Book concerning

l:a'ws, § 9, where he is enumerating the fupe-
rior Gifts and Advantages, which Nature or

« . . .
%.emadmodum etiam membris utimur, priufquam didi-

mus cujus ea utilitatis causd habeamus ; fic inter nos naturi

ad civilem communitatem conjunéti, et confociati fumus.

Providence
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Providence has beftowed on Man, he mentions,
among others, the Power of Speech, as particu-
larly ferviccable in the Formation, and Confer-
vation of human Society. [Orationis vis, qua
conciliatrix eft humanz maxime focictatis. |

InpEeED in his Oration for P. Sextius he has
a Paffage, whichfeems (and perhaps only feems)
to contradi€t thefe two Quotations. The Paflage
is to the following Purport :—

* Wuick of you, my Lords Judges, needs
be told, that, according to the natural Pro-
greflion of Things, there was a Period, not
charaterifed by an Obedience either to the Law
of Nature, or to Civil Juri{di€tion, when Men
ran wild in the Woods, {ubfifting by Rapine and
Plunder, and having nothing which they could
call their own, but what the ftrongeft could
cither fhatch from, or keep from the weakeft ?
Therefore thofe who excelled in Wifdom and

Virtue,

* Quis veftrim, judices, ignorat, ita naturam rerum tuliffe,
ut quodam tempore homines nondum neque naturali, neque
cwili jure deferipto, fufi per agros, ac difperfi vagarentur,
tantumque haberent, quantum manu, ac viribus per ca:der'n
ac vulnera aut eripere, aut retinere potuiffent ? quiigitur pri-
mi virtute et confilio pracftanti extiterunt, ii perfpeto genere,
bumano docilitatis, atque ingenii diffipatos unum in locum
congregarunt, eofque ex feritate illa ad juftitiam, atque man-
fuetudinem tranfduxerunt. Tum res ad communem utilita-

tem,
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Virtue, having obferved a certain Docility, and
innate Dilpofition in human Nature, gathered
thefe wandering Savages together, and brought
them out of their former Ferocity, to have a
Regard for Juftice, and the Duties of a focial
Life. Hence a Concern for the public Good
may date its Origin; hence thofe little Con-
gregations, which afterwards grew up into civil
Communities, or Bodies politic ; and hence alfo
Men were not afraid to build their Huts nearer
to cach other, which afterwards became Towns
and Cities, and were furrounded with Walls,

under the Sanétion both of divine, and human
Law.

Now, though it muft be acknowledged, that
this Paffage fcems to clafh with the three pre-
ceding, yet the following Confiderations may
perhaps reconcile the feeming Contradiétion.

tem, quas publicas appellamus, tum conventicula hominum,
qux poftea civitates nominatw funt, tum domicilia conjunc-
ta, quas urbes dicimus, invento diviao et humano jure mee-
nibus fepferunt.

In the above Paffage, whether the AdjeCtive defiripto
fhould be joined with the Subftantive tempore, or with the
Subftantive jure, is perhaps a doubtful Point. But the Senfe,
in the fubfequent paflage, feems to require, that perfpecdo
genere humano docilitatis, atque ingeats, thould be altered into
perfpect generis humaniy docilitate, atque ingenio. However,

either of thefe Senfes or Conftructions will ferve in the prefent
Cale.

FirsT
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First then, it may be obferved. that no
great Strefs ought to be laid on what 1s here ad-
vanced; becaufe it is the Orator, and not the
Philofopher, the meer Pleader at the Bfll*, 'fmd
not the moral Inltrufor, or faithful Hiftorian,
who is here fpeaking. And Cicero’s avowed
Principles. as an Academic, (indeed perha?s
they are the Principles of all Pleaders, and in
all Courts whatever) led him to ftudy }?lazyibz!n
ties. [Verifimiha] more than Truths, in order
to make the beft of his Client’s Caufe.

2dly. Tne latter Part of this Paragrapb
veakens the Authority of the former. For if
there ever was fuch a Time as above deferibed,
when every Savage was independent of. or un-
conneéted with. the reft, fubfifting like a Beaft
of Prey on Rapine and Plunder: it is incon-
ceivable, how {o much Doality and good Dif-
pofition as CicFro mentions fhould be difcover-
able in an Animal {o very unfocial. fierce, and
cruel ;—efpecially, if the pretended Dilcoverer
was himfelf (according to the Hypothefis) no
other than a Brother-Savage of the very fame
Sort.—The Truth therefore {feems to have been
this: On the Difperfion of Maunkind. which, ac-
cording to the Scripture-Account, came to pafs
after the Attempt to build the Tower of Babel,
it is very probable, that the Multitude were
fcattered abroad far and wide, by breaking
themfelves
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themfelves into very fmall Societies, if not
fingle Families. For not only the facred Hif-
torian, who 1s likewife the moft antient of
Writers. favours this Conjeflure, but alfo the
local Traditions of almoft every Country feem
to corroborate it. Thele little Nefts of Men,
or {ingle Families, afterwards fo encreafed and
multiplied, as to become large Clans, Tribes,
or Hordes ; each of whom had an internal Form
of Government of fome Sort or other, probably
of the patriarchal Kind. diftinet from the reft,
and peculiar to itfelf:—A Government, which
anfwered all the general Euds of being a Terror
to evil Doers, and for the Praife of them that
did well.  And if ever there was fuch a Time,
as the Golden Age, this was the Period for it,—
I mean, as far as t' eir own interna] Modes of

Living were concerned. Howrack is alfo of
the fame Opinion ;

Beatus il'e, qui procul negotiis,
Ut prisca crNs mortalium,

But neverthelefs, as the People of thefe feveral
Clans, Tribes, or Hordes raifed alfo the Ne-
ceffaries of Life within the'r own Diftrifts. and
had no Intercourfe or Communication with
other Countries, unlefs by Accident, or in
order to carry on fome bad Defign,—they very
foon mutually conceived both a Contempt for,
a Jealoufy of, and an Averfion to each other

(The
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(The fame is but too prevalent among the com-
mon People of moft Countries to this very Hqur)
So that Stranger and Enemy became convertible
Terms. It was therefore deemed lawful, and
not only lawful but horourable for one People to
make Incurfions into the Territor‘xes of their
Neighbours, and to commit thofe lelences and
Depredations, which Cicero mentions ;—ox.]ly
with this Difference, that the Plllages,. xf/hxch
he complains of, as the Outrages of Individuals

ainft Individuals, were (at leaft i:or the moft
I;art) the Hoftilities of one Tri.be. againft anoth'er.
For, like the Pirates or Banditti, or tbe roving
Arabs both of antient and of modem.Txmes, they
obferved the Rulcs of Juftice, Equity, z?nd Hu-
manity among themfelves at the fame Time that
they robbed, and plundered, and perhaps maf-
facred thofe unhappy Strangers, who became the
Viftims of their Power.

Now this State of the Cafe reconciles Cicrro
with himfelf; and, what is ftill better, with the
Truth of Hiftory, and with Matter of Fatt.
Therefore the Orator’s Oblervation feems to l?e
a very juft one, that fuch Men as e>‘<celled in
Wifdom and Sagacity, and were eminent alfo
for Goodnefs of Heart, endeavoured to recon-
cile thefe jarring Tribes, by cxPlaining to them
the Folly and Abfurdity of their Cor}dua,. and
by expofing the horrid Nature of their Crimes,

in
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in thus violating that natural Senfe of Juftice,
and thofe very Inftinéts of Humanity, which they
themfelves mutually recognized, and revered in
each other.  And one would hope, for the
Honour of our common Humanity, that fuch
good Men, and real Patriots, did frequently fo
far fucceed, as to perfuade many of the Heads
and Leaders of thefe hoftile Bands to lay afide
their ill-grounded Antipathies, to look on each
other as Friends and Brothers, and to acknow-
ledge the Ties of Nature in a wider Extent.
Hence therefore it was poffible, indeed it was
very probable, that the original narrow Circles
of Civil Polity became fo widened and extended,
as to comprehend many lefler ones within their
Bounds.  For by thefe Means, every Tribe,
Clan, or Hord, might fo far join, or coalefce
with others, as to have one common Intereft,
one common Head, or Government, in the
greater Concerns of Stat¢, and yet retain its
own Peculiarities, its own Cuftoms, and Tradi-
tions in other lefler Matters. Now this will ac-
count (which perhaps no other Syftem can do)
for the valt Variety of different Lawsand Cuftoms
that prevail in different Parts of the fame Com-

mon-wealth, the fame Kingdom, or Empire
throughout the World.

Uron the whole, take Crckro in what Light
you pleafe, and it muft follow from his Princi-

ples,



04 GREAT AUTHORITIES
ples, than an Inclination for Government 1s na

tural to Men. Forin the three Inftances, where
he is inftruling us in the true Principles' of Mo-
rality and Philofophy, he direélly afferts it: And
in the fourth, where, i the.Exuberancc of his
Eloquence, he deviates a little from. the right
Path, he affords us fuch a Clue, as might eafily

ferve to bring him back, and to Wake the latter
Part of his Aflertion harmonifc with t‘h.e. former.
So much as to the firft Head, in Oppofition to the
Lockians.—We come now to the fecond grand
Point, Whether Children are the nqtuml-bom
Subjetts of that State, to which‘ thel.r Parents
were fubjett at the Time of d}elr Blli[ll? Or
whether they are fuch perfeétly indcpendent, un-
conne€ted Beings, as to belong to no State what-
ever, ‘till their own free and unconﬁ;‘ame.d
Choice hath-fixt their political Relation ?  This
is a Point, which cannot admit of a long Dif-
cuffion.—For not only Arrstorce and Cicero,
but the Antients to a Man, Greeks and R-omfms,
were fo far from favouring the Locl'iian Notion,
that they carried the contrary Dofirine (')f an im-
plicit Veneration for the Inftitut®s, Rites, and
Cuftoms of their Anceftors to very great E)\:—
cefles.  They bred up their Children fr(?m their
Infancy, with fuch enthuﬁa{’tic. C.OHCCItS con-
cerning the Goodnefs, the Superiority, and cven
Sacrednefs of what their Fore-fathers had or-
dained, and eftablithed, both i civil and reli-

gious
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yious Concerns, that it was deemed a Kind of
Impiety or Sacrilege, to fet up any Thing elfe
in Oppofition to them. Happy therefore was
that Youth, who fhould expofe his Life in their
Defence: And Dulce ¢t decorum eft pro patrid
mori, or Exprcflions of the fame Import,
whether in Greek or Latin, were Maxims to be
inculcated on all Occafions. Hence that con-
tratted Love for their own Country, its Cuftoms,
and Conftitutions, which caufed them not only
<0 defpile, but even to deteft almoft all others ;
and confequently to perfecute them when in their
Power.—And hence allo, that falfe and fpurious
Patriotifm, whichin many Inftances, blotted out
the very Ideas of Juftice and Humanity, to-
wards the reft of the Human Species. But as this
is a Subjett of a moft important Nature, open-
ing the Way to many others, both in religious,
as well as civil Concerns, and highly defervinga
more thorough Difcuffion, than can here be given
it, I muft refer it to fome others, who haye more
Leifure, and greater Abilities, than I can pretend
to, to do Juftice to it.

Pass we on therefore at prefent to another
great Authority, namely

G R OTTIUS.

Trus learned Writer, and experienced Statef-
man is my third Republican Voucher, In the

Pro.
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Prolegomena, to his celebrated Work, De Fure
Bell; ac Pacis [A Work which cannot be too
much admired, notwithftanding a few Slips and
Imperfcttions.] He tells us, that he was enter-
ing upon an important Tafk, wherein he was to
explain and vindicate the Rights of War and
Peace ;—Rights, which derive their Obligation
[not from atual Compatt, but] partly from the
Voice of Nature,—partly from the Commands
of God,—partly from the Nature of moral Du-
ties,—and partly from the tacit or implied Con-
fent of Mankind: - He then delivers himfelf
after the following Manner :— Not a few there
are who doubt, whether any fuch Law of Na-
ture [prior to fome Compatt, Regulation, or
Agreement| can poflibly exift, efpecially in
Time of War; and others, who pofitively deny
the Exiftence of it:” Some of thefc he particu-
Iarly mentions, and then refers us to many othe.rs,
as afling according to the fame miftaken Prin-
ciples.

* « Seeing therefore, fays he, it would be in
« vaintocompofe a Treatife about Natural Right,
¢ or the Law of Nature, if no fuch Right, or Law

“ exifts,

* Cum vero fruftra de Jure fufcipiatur difputatio; fi ipfum
jus nullum, et ad commendardum, et ad prwmunier?dum opus
noftrum pertinebit, bunc graviffimum errorem breviter refelli-
Caterum ne cum turba nobis res fit, demus ei advocatum. Et

quem
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* exifts, it will be incambent on us in the firft
¢ Place, and in order to protett and defend the
“ cnfuing Work, briefly to confute this moft
** pernicious Error.  And that we may not con-
“ tend with a Multitude of anonymous Adverfa-
* ries, let us affign fome Perfon, or other, as
“ the Advocate for, or the Patron of fuch an
“ Opinion. And who {o proper, as CARNEA-
“ pEs, the Academic, or rather the Sceptic ?
¢ for he carried the Maxims of his difputatious
¢ Seét fo far, as to maintain that the Powers of
““ Eloquence ought to be employed as much in

quem potius quam CARNEADEM, qui ad id pervenerat,
quod academiz fuz fummum erat, ut pro falfo, non minus
quam pro vero vires eloquentiz poffit intendere ? Is ergo cum
fufcipifiet juftitizz, hujus precipuz de qua nunc agimus
oppugnationem, nullum invenit argumentum validius ifto ;
Jura fibi homines utilitate fanxiffe varia pro moribus, et apud
eofdem pro temporibus fepe mutata : Jus autem naturale effe
nullum : Omnes enim et homines, et alios animantes ad uti-
litates fuas natura ducente ferri: Proinde aut nullam effe jufti-
tiam, autfialiqua, fummam effe ftultitiam, quoniam fibi no-
ceat alienis commodis confulens.

Verum quod hig dicit Philofophus, [CARNEADESs] admitti
non debet. Nam homo animans quidam eft, fed ExiMIUM
ANIMaNs multoq; longius dittans a czteris omnibus, quam
caterorum genera inter fe diftant : Cui rei teftimonium perhi-
bent multz ationes humani generis propriz. Inter hzc au-
tem, qua homini funt propria eft APPETITUS SOCIETATIS,
id eft cOMMUNITATIS non qualifcumq fed tranquille, €t pro
fui intellectus modo ordinate, cum his qui fui funt generis,

&c. &c.
the
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- the Defence of Falthood, as of Truth. There-
« fore when he undertook to oppofe the gencral
¢ Idca of Juftice, efpecially of that Branch of
< of it now before us, he found no Argument
« more plaufible than the following : That Men
« had from Time to Time made various Laws
¢ relating to Morals, meerly from a Principle of
« Self-Interelt, or Convenience; —and had
« changed fuch Laws as often as thefe Circum-
¢ flances had varied. Confequently there was
“ no fuch Thing as an invariable Rule, or Stan-
¢ dard for Morals, becaufe Men, like all other
¢« Animals, are guided by Nature to gratify their
¢ own Appetites :—1If fo, there can be no Jufl-
“ tice in oppofing Nature ;—or if there be, it
« muft be the Height of Folly, to promote the
« Happinefs of another, at the Expence of our
“ own,

¢ But this philofophic Delufion is by no Means

“ to be admitted. For though Man is indeed
« an Animal as well as others:—Yet he is an
¢« Animal of a fuperior Clafs in the Scale of Be-
“ ing ;—and placed at a much greater Diftance
¢ from other Tribes of Animals, than they are
¢« from each other. In Proof of this, many
¢ Ations or Qualities might be mentioned, as
¢ the diftinguithing Prerogatives of the Human
¢ Race : Among others, that ArperiTE fOr So-
¢ ciety, or for a political State, which is fo peculi-
arly
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“ atly human. For this Inclination is of a par-
* ticular Sort [not like the Inftinfls of other
¢ Animals, barely to herd or flock together, but]}
“ to live in a regular and peaccable Community with
¢ thofe of his own Species, according to the Na-
¢ ture of a rational Creature, &c. &c.”

Tue firt Head of this Enquiry being thus
eftablifhed beyond the Poflibility of Doubt,
namely, that, according to the Teftimony of
Grorius, Mankind are naturally inclined [not
to live unconnetted with, or independent of each
other, but] to joinin a focial State, and to par-
take of the Bleflings of a Body Politic :—Let us
now proceed to the fecond Point of Inquiry,
Whether it was his Opinion, that Men are under
any Obligation to obey thole czv:/ Laws, to which
they never gave, and in moft Calfes never could
have given, their perfonal Confent, or pofitive
Approbation ?—Now this is in faét to afk the
Queltion, Whether GroTius wrote fuch a Book,
or not ?—For every Page, and every Line of
his Treatife, concerning the Rights of War and
Peace, tend either mediately, or immediately to
eftablith this momentous Truth. And he de-
monftrates in various Parts of his Book, that
private Subjeéls, youngas well as old, are bound
i Duty to pay a prompt and willing Obedience
to all the Laws of that State, under which they
live, and by which they are protetted, ex-

cept
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cept in thofe unhappy Cafes (if any fuch fhou{d
happen) where the Laws of the Stafe are mani-
feltly and dire€tly repugnant to the Laws of Na-
ture, and of God.

Trus therefore it appears, that the Authority
of the three moft eminent erters', that perh.aps
ever lived, all born and bred in Republics,
AristoTrLE, OCicero, and GroTius ;—[of
whom the Poet who wrote the Epifaph upon
upon MiLTON, might likewife have jultly faid,

“Three Writers in three diftant Ages born,
Greecty Italy, and Holland did adorn. ]

Thus, I fay, it appears, that their Authority 1s
as oppofite to the Lockian Syftem of Govern-
ment, as the Sentiments of any Writer what-
foever.

H O O K E R.

It remains now, that we attend to what Mr
Hooxker has faid on the fame Subjeas.. Thls.
excellent Man has cbtained the Epithet of
jupicrous by a Kind of univerfal Confent ;—
a Confent, by the by, tacitly given, never voted,
or ballotted for in any Refpett whatever. Blis
waving that Point, he certainly.' deferved thofe

Tonours in every Senfe, which the grateful

Public have beftowed upon him. For his fu-
perxor
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perior Judgment appeared not only in what he
profefledly treated of and largely expatiated
upon, but alfo in what he more briefly hinted
at, and did not fo amply exprefs: Would to
God, that one of his Cautions contained in his
fecond Book, had been better attended to!—
That Caution, I mean, which was levelled at a
very weak Notion entertained by too many Pro-
teftantsat the Beginning of the R eformation, con-
cerning the Ufe of the Bible. For they con-
ceived it to be a Book, which was intended to
furnith them with every Plan, every Syftem,
every Mode, and Species of Reformation, which
their diftempered Fancies withed to introduce
both into Church and State,  Full of this abfurd
and dangerous Perfuafion, they found, or
thought they found, all their own crude and vi-
fionary Reveries authorized by the Word of
God.  Confequently having Divine Right on
their Side, what could they do lefs than contend
for it even unto Death, by appealing to the God
of Battle for the Juftice of their Caufe? They
did appeal; and in the Conteft they deluged
their Country with Seas of Blood, by fighting
and fighting fo long, “till at laft they reared up a
bloody Tyrant, toferve them in the fame Man-
ner as they had ferved others.—1It is well, if the
modern Doftrine of unalenable Rights, which
feems to be a Kind of a Succeffor to the former,

be not attended with the like fatal Confequences.
But to return,—

THE
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Tur firft Lockian Error mentioned at the
Beginning of this Clapter, is, that Mankind are
driven into Socicty, as having no natural Incli-
nation of their own to become the Members of a
cvil State.  Now, what fays the judicious
Hooxrr concerning the natural Difpofition ol
Mankind in this Refpeét?  He fays, (Book 1.
Seét. 10, Page 17,] that they lave a natural
Dilvofition ; and a ftrong one too; fo very
ftrong, as to becomce onc of the great Founda-
tions on which Civil Society was originally built,
and is now {upported. ‘¢ Two Foundationsthere
< are which bear up public Societies ; the one a
“ NATURAL INCLINATION, WIERIBY ALl
« Mex pisirg sociasin Lirr anp Frwo
¢« powsnir ; the other an Order exprefsly, or
« fecretly agreed upon, touching the Manner ol
“ their Union in living together.”

Cax any Words exprefs my own Sentiment
more clearly and emphatically than thofe ? Ox
can any Tcftimony more firongly corroborate
the wholc Syftem of my Book ? I own, when
1 firlt entered upon this Work, rclying on the
Teftimony of Mr. Locke, and others, I took
for granted that Mr. Hooxrr was not favoura-
ble to my Opinion: This I fignificd in a {hort
Note at the Bottom of the Page of that priatea
Specimen, which I difperfcd among my Friends
— Aliquando  bonus dormatat Iomerus. — But.

having
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naving found Caule to diftruft the Truth of cer-
tain Affertions, though uttered with amazing
Confidence, I began to fufpett, that too much
Art and Colouring had been ufed in the prefent
Cafe; and I was confirmed in the Sufpicion, by
the Confideration, that as the whole Scope and
Tenor of Mr Hooxkrr's Writings were to con-
fure the Republican Rant, and to chaftife the
fattious Behaviour of Cartwricir and Tra-
VERS, 1t was not credible that fuch a Man as he,
one of the beft Reafoners in the World, fhould
be fo far overfeen as to favour the very Schemes
be was confuting and condemning. For thefe
Reafons I detcrmined for the future to fee with
my own Eyes, and to truft no longer to fuch
Quides; and mny carnelt Requeft to every Reader
1s to do the fame by me.
2dly. Axotuer grand Principle of the Loc-

kian Syftem. and a neceflary Confequence of
the former, is—That no Man ought to be re-

puted the Subje&t of anv State (tho’ born and
proteled Dby it) ’till he has acknowledged his

Subje@tion by fome particular, pofitive, and ex-
prefs Engagement.  Now this comes to the fame
Thing with that other Lockian Declaration,—
That Laws cannot bind us without our own
Confent, cither given in Perfon, or by fome
Reprefentative, or Proxy, chofen by us for that
Purpole.

In
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In Contradi@ion to thefe Pofitions, hear M.
Hooker. He has already faid in the former
Quotation, that one of the Foundations which
bear up public Societies, is an Order [or Rule,
a Plan, or Conftitution] either exprefsly, or
Secretly agreed upon. touching the Manner of
Man's Union in living together. Now here I
afk, What is this exprefs Agreement but the
fame with my afual Contratt 2 And what 1s Mr.
Hooxer's fecret Agreement but my Quafi-Con-
4raft in other Words ? Find out a Difference if
you can.—But further: In the fame 10th Sec-
tion (Page 19 of Fol. Edit. 1723)1s this remark-
able Paragraph;

« ApprosaTioN not only they give, wha
¢ perfonally declare their Affent, by Voice, Sign,
«“or A&, but alfo when others do it in their
<« Names by Right, originally at leaft, derived
« from them as in Parliaments, Councils, and
«¢ the like Affemblies, although we be not per-
« fonally ourfelves prefent, notwithftanding our
« Affent is [prefent] by Reafon of other Agents
“ there in our Behalf. And what we do by
« others no Reafon [can be affigned] but that
« it fhould ftand as our Deed no lefs effeGually
¢ to bind us than if ourfelves had done it in
« Perfon. 65 In many Things Affent is given,
“ they that give it not imagining they do fo, be-
<« caufe the Manner of their affenting is not ap-

¢ parent.
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e parent. As for Example, when an abfolute
¢ Monarch commandeth his Subjes that which
¢ feemeth good in his own Difcretion, hath not
« his Edi@t the Force of a Law, whether they
<« approve, or diflike it? Again, that which
¢« hath been reccived long fince, and is by
“ Cuftom now eftablifhed, we keep as a Law,
¢ which we may no¢ tranfgrefs ; yet what Confent
¢ was ever thereunto fought, or required at our
« Hands ? Of this Point therefore we are to note,
“ that fithence [feeing] Men naturally have no
“ full and perfe€t Power to command whole po-
« litical Multitudes of Men; therefore uiterly
« [altogether ] without our Confent, [expreffed
« or implied| we could in fuch Sort be at no
« Man’s Commandment living.  And to be com-
¢« manded we do confent [that is, we confent to
“ be commanded | when that Society whereof we
“are Part, hath at any Time before confented,
« without revoking the fame after by the like uni-
¢ verfal Agreement. Wherefore as any Man’s
¢« Deed paft is good as long as he himfelf con-
« tinueth it ; ¢ fo the Aét of a public Society
« of Men done 500 Years fince, ftandeth theirs
« who prefently are {who are at prefent] of the
« fame Society, becaufe Corporations are im-
“ mortal: We were then alive in our Prede-
¢¢ ceflors, and they their Succeflors do live ftill.
¢« Laws therefore human of what Kind foever are
¢ available by Confent, [either exprefled or im-
¢ plied.”]

1
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{ have ventured to add a few Words withi:
Crotchets [ ] by Way of Explanation. Let
the Reader judge whether the Senfe doth not
require fome of thefe Additions. in order to
acommodate the Author’s Stile to modern Ears ;
—and whetha the leaflt Injury has been done to
his truc Senfe and Meaning in any of the reft.
In fhort, this whole Paragraph is {o full an Il-
luftration of, and doth fo effe€tually corroborate,
all that I have faid concerning the Nature of an
afual Contra& and of a Quafi Contratt, and of
the peculiar Ufes and Advantages atiending eac!
of them,—That I ami in no Pain on that Ac-
count.—Nay, I repeat it again, let the keeneft
of my Adverfaries difcover. if he can, whercin
M:. Hooxrr’s Opinion, 2 thefe Refpells, dif-

fers from mine.

By further, I had faid throughout my Work,
That Civil Government was fo natural to Man,
that hardly an Inftance could be given of a Peo-
ple, Hord, Tribe. or Clan living together for
any Length of Time, without a Civil Inftitution
of fome Sort or other. Mr. Locxr and his Fol-
lowers do not controvert this Affertion, as far as
relates to all the Regions of Europe. Afie, and
Africar Aticalt, Inever found that they did. But
they fay. that thercare a few Excepticns to this
genera{ Rule among fome of the Savages in the
more interior Parts of America: Savages who
live, efpecially in Times of Peace, without any

Degree
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Degree of Civil Rule, or Power, or Subordina-
tion. Whether this be the Cafe or not, is very im-
material to determine ; becaufe 1 have affiened
Realons at large from Page 181, to Page 2(?0 of
the prefent Treatife, why fuch Exceptions (if
indeed any fuch there be) are no Prejudice to
th.c general Rule.  But as drowning Perfons
will catch at a Straw, fo it has happcned with
our Difputants in the prefent Cafe. Mr.
Hooxkwr, they tell us, befriends their Caufe :
fmd helps them in Time of Need. For he fay;
m the fame Seétion of the 1ft Book,— That
. ‘fhe.re 1s 1o Impoffibility in Nature, confidered
“1n itfelf, but that Man might have lived with-
f‘ out any public Regimen.”—Therefore they
infer, that what is not natwrally impoffible is
pcrhgps probable :—And what is perhaps proba;
ble, is very probable :— And what is very proba-
ble, muft be a Matter of Fa&. Moft curiou:
Realoning this! And worthy of fuch a Caufc! U

But the Misfortune is, that this very Maiter
of Taé, on which {o much is built, is not 0'1"'
controverted, but abfolutely denied. For I: .\}:
rirav, who fays he was five Years a Mifﬁona;
among the Savages of ANorth America, and hazi
had a perfonal Acquaintance with many, and cve
a Fricndlhip with fome of them, politively dcm\e:
thf: Charge, and is very angry with thofe, who fur.
mife any thing {o much to the Difadvantage of

{}}(;
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the native Indians. His Words are thefe:—
< On n’a pas fait une moindre Jnju/lice aux Sau-
vages de I'Amerique, en les faifant pafler pour des
Barbares fans Loix et fans Police, qu'en difant,
qu’ils n'avoient aucun Sentiment de Religion,
et qu’on n’en trouvoit chez eux aucun Veftige,”
&c.—See the whole Chapter Du Gouvernment
Politigue Tom 1. p. 456.

Now, whether Father Larirav is right, or
wrong in thefe Affertions, is of no Confequence
to the prefent Argument.  If he is right, then the
whole Lockian Objeétion to the Univerfality of
Civil Government falls at once to the Ground.
But if he is wrong, furely one fingle Exception
to the Praflice of all the Nations, and in all the
Ages of the World, (and for which very proba-
ble Reafons have been affigned) ought to be
confidered in no other Light, than as fome mon-
Strous Produttion ; which in every other Cafe is
never efteemed to be an Objeétion of Weight a-
gainft the regular, ftanding, permanent Courfe
of Nature. Either Way therefore the Conclu-
fion is much the fame :  And Mr. Profeflor Dun-
AR, Mr. Cartwricur, &c. &c. &c. may
take their Choice.

In the mean Time it is of much more Impor-
tance, to the Friends of Truth, to find that the ju-
dicious Hooxer has been refcued out of the

Hands
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Hands of our modern Republicans, and reftored
to his own proper Province, the Defence both
of Church and State. He certainly was no
Favourer of the debafing Dottrine of abfolute and
unlimitted paflive Obedience, and Non-refiftance.
And if that is fufficient to denominate a Man, a
Lockian, I too muft humbly requeft to be en-
rolled among their Number. For I maintain the
Right of refifting in certain Cafes of extreme Ne-
ceffity, as warmly as any modern Patriot whatever.
But be it ever remembered, that when Mr.
Hooxkr avoided one Extreme, he did not run
into the other.  On the contrary, he rightly
diftinguithed between Liberty and Licentiouf-
nels, keeping at an equal Diftance from the Ma-
chinations of fattious Demagogues, and the fer«
vile Submiffion of cringing Slaves. In fhort,
though the Terms Whigg and Tory were not
then in Ufe, yet his Principles and Writings were
of fuch a Nature, that he might have been cha-
rafterifed (as foon as the Meaning of thofe
Terms was known) asa true Friend to a limitted
Monarchy, and a Conftitutional, (though not a
Republican) Whigg.

CHAP.
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C H A P. 1v.

The Doétrine of Scripture relative to the Obedience
due from Subjetls to therr Soverergns ; together
with the Grounds of, and Reafons for the Duty.

IT is evident, that all thofe Circumftances, on
which relative Duties are founded, muft be
prior, in the Order of Things, to the Duties re=«
fulting from them. It is no lefs evident, that fuch
Relations or Connefions ought to be Matters of
public Notorzety, before their refpeétive Duties
can be enjoined, and enforced. The.Relations
between Parent and Ch.ld, between Hufband and
Wife, Mafter and Servant, Sovereign and Sub-
je&t, muft not only exift,—but the Exiftence of
them ought to be publickly known, before the
feveral Duties of Honour, Fidelity, and Obe-
dience on the one Hand,—and of Proteétion,
affeftionate Regard, and providential Care on
the other, can be prefled on the Confciences of
Mankind with due Force. For the Holy Scrip-
tures do not inform us, who are Parents, and
who are Children,—who are Hufbands, Mafters,

o5 Sovereigns,—nor yet, who are Wives, Ser-
vants,
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vants, or Subjefts :—No; this is not their Pro-
vince, and it would be abfurd to expeét fuch In-
formation from them :—But, after thefe {everal
Relations are become fufficiently known from
other Sources of Intelligence, then the Holy
Scriptures proceed to inculcate the Duties re-
fpcttively belonging to each Relation, with pro-
per Mouves.

Tuere is, indeed, one Exception, and but
one, as far as I can perceive, to this general
Obfervation. It became an excepted Cafe, be-
caule it was plainly a Deviation from the com-
mon Courfe of Things.—The Circumftance I
refer to, was that peculiar Relation, which fub-
fited between the Children of Ifrael and their
Prince, Jrmovam. For after the Lorp Gop
of Ifracl had brought his People out of Egype,
by a mighty Hand, and a ftretched out Arm, it
plcafed him to bind them to himfelf by a peculiar
Covenant, condefcending to be their temporal
King and Governor, and exalting them to the
Honour of being his immediate and political
Subjels. Now as this was a fupernatural Con-
ne&ion, 1t conld have been made known to them
enly by Means of a {upernatural Revelation.

However, thus it came to pafs, that the po-
litical Conflitution of the Sons of Jacos differed
from the Polity of all other States upon the
Face of the Earth. Confequently, as their

State,
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State, or Kingdom, under their King Jenovau,
was very literally of Divine Appontment, the
Ifraclites fixlk, and the Fewsafterwards could fay,
with ftri¢ Juftice, as well as with grcat Pro-
priety, that they had received a political Confti-
tution, and a temporal Kingdom, ordained of
God: Which no other Nation could fay, be-
fides themfelves, in the fame Senfe.

Buralas! whilft this Theocracy, or Divine
Government lafted, we do not find, that the Sub-
jefts of it were more loyal, dutiful, and fub-
miffive than thofe, who lived under other
Forms.—On the contrary, the Scriptures are
every where filled with Relations of the Per-
verfenefs, Ingratitude, Rebellions, and Apofta-
cies of this very People.—Yet, when this The-
ocracy had ceafed, and when they were reduced
to a Level with the reft of Mankind, refpeéling
the Nature of their Government, then they be-
came fenfible of their Error,—though indeed not
from the beft of Motives; and then they moft
earneftly withed (certainly not with the pureft
Intentions) for a Return or Reftoration of that
very Government, which they had fo fiequently
defpifed, and offended.—Hence therefore they
became fo very impatient in their Subjeétion to
any other Power, and were continually longing,
and attempting to free themfelves from every fo-
reign Yoke.

Tuis
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Tais appears, as from the general Expe@ta-
tion, which every where prevailed among them,
that their Messian was fhortly to appear (to
whofe triumphant Standard the whole Fewi/
Nation intended to refort) ;—as alfo from the
particular Emulations, and mutual Jealoufies of
the Apottles themfelves,~—ever contending, which
of them fhould be the greateft, that is, which thould
be the moft in Favour with their vitorious
Prince. Nay, it was this very Perfuafion of a
temporal Messtan, which induced the Pharifees
to join with the Herodians (whom they mortally
hated) to put certain enfnaring Queftions to our
Lord. Matt. Chap. xxii. 15, 22. < Then
“went the Pharifees, and took Counfel,
“ how they might entangle him in his Talk.
“ And they {ent out unto him their Difciples
¢ with the Herodians, faying, Mafter, We know
“ that thou art true, and teacheft the Way
« of God in Truth, neither careft thou
“ for any Man; for thou regardeft not the
¢ Perfon of Men. Tell us therefore, What
¢ thinkeft thou, Is it lawful to give Tribute
“ unto Ceefar, or not, [fhall we give or fhall we
“ not give? fays another Evangelilt] but Jefus
« perceived their Wickednefs and faid, Shew me
¢ the Tribute-Money, and they brought untohim
¢ a Penny” [A Piece of Money fomewhat larger
than our Sixpence] ¢ And he faith unto them,
“ whofe is this Image and Superfcription ? They

[ fay
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¢ fay unto him, Cefar’'s. Then faith he unte
“ them, render therefore unto Ceafar, the
“ Things which are Czfars; and unto God,
« the Things that arc God's. When they had
<t heard thefe Words, they marvelled, and left
¢ him and went their Way.” St. Luxe alfo far-
ther mforms us, ©* That they could not take hold
< of his Words before the Pcople, and that they
« marvelled at his Anfwer and held therr Peace.”

Indeed to hold theii Peace, in their Situation,
was the wifeft Thing the Pharifees could do:
For had they procecded to have raifed Objeétions
to the Sentence which our Lord had pronounced,
concerning the Payment of Taxes, they would
have fallen o the very Pit they had dug for
him. Had they acknowledged the Lawfulnefs
of paying T ribute unto Caelar, they would have
loft their Popularity and Credit with the Multi-
tude, who expefled the Appearance of atempo-
yal Prince to conquer Cefar; and bad they
maintained the Unlaw fulnels of fuch a Compli-
ance, the Herodians themfelves would have been
the firft to have impeached their Loyalty, and to
bave informed the Romae Governor of their
feditious Condu€l: Thercfore thev marvelled
and held their Peace.

Aca:., when our Loxp was brought 1o his
Trial before Pirave, the Romasz Governor. the
fame Queltion wa, revived, only under fome-
vhat of a different Form.  Sr. Joux informs us,

thar
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that PiraTe alked him, whether he was a King ?
and particularly whether he was Tur Kinc of
the Fews >—Meaning thereby, whether he was
that great Perfonage, whom the whole Nation of
the Fews had fo eagerly expeted, and for whofe
Caufe they were all ready to revolt. To which
Queftion our Lorp replied, ““ My Kingdom is
« not of this World: If my Kingdom were of
“ this World, then would my Servants fight, that
« T thould not be delivered to the Fews: But
¢« now is my Kingdom not from hence.” [See
Joun xviii. 36.] This Anfwer was fufficient to
convince the Governor, that he had nothing to
apprehend from Jrsus, as a dangerous Enemy
to the State : And moft certain he was, that the
Fews were not at all difpofed to make an Infur-
re@ion in his Favour. Thercfore he feemed to
be quite fatisfied as to the only Point, which he
wifhed to know, concerning the Me/ffiah of the

Fews.

Arter our Lorp’s Refurrettion, the droop-
ing Hopes, and continual Longings of the A-
poftles after a temporal Kingdom revived again.
For having found, that their Mafter was brought
to Life, contrary to all their Expe€tations, they
from hence concluded, that the Scene of Power
was at laft going to begin, and that an aftonifhing
Difplay of Prodigies and Wonders would foon
take Place. ¢ Therefore when they were come

¢ together,
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« together, they afked him faying, Lorp wilt
« thou at this Time rEsTorE the Kingdom to
¢ Ifrael 2” To which he returned an Anfwer, by
no Means fatisfaltory as to the Point of their In-
quiry, and yet fufficiently explicit to intimate to
them, that there were certain Secrets in the
Difpenfations of Providence relative to a future
Kingdom of the Meffiah, which it was their Duty
at prefent not to pry into; becaufe they werc
not proper for them to know. ¢ He faid unto
¢ them, itis not for you to know the Times and
« the Seafons, which the Father hath put in his
« own Power. But ye fhall receive Power,
¢ after that the Holy Ghoft is come upon you:
« And ye fhall be Witneffes unto me, both in
« Ferufalem, and in all Fudea, and Samaria,
« and to the uttermoft Part of the Earth.”—
Ais 1. B, 7, and 8 Verfes.

Now in all thefe Converfations, which our
Lord had both with the Zews, and with his own
Apoftles,—with thofe who confidered him as a
vile Impoftor, and thofe who believed him to
be the true Mess1an, and that very King of the
Fews fo long expetled [fo that they need not
look for another.]—I fay, in all thefe feveral
Converfations, fet on Foot not only from diffe-
rent, but from oppafite Motives,—not a Word
1s hinted about national Grievances, or national
Complaints of any Kind. For the Quefliont

about
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about the Payment of Tribute was not, Whe-
ther it was an unreafonable Tax, immoderate,
or oppreflive,—whether it was unequally laid,
or would be {quandered away, or improperly
applied [ the ufual Topics in our Days] but whe-
ther they ought to pay any Tax at all, muck or
Little, to a Government, againft whofe Title
they objetted, as founded on Violence and U-
furpation. In anfwer to which, the Words of
our Lord are as exprefs and determinate as
Words can be.—¢ If you allow, that C&asar is
“ now the Mafter of your Country (which you
“ plainly do, by fubmitting to the Circulation of
“ his Coin, an evident Proof of his fovereign
“ Power') you muft allow, that he has a Right
¢ to fome Tribute or other in that Coin, which
¢ bears his own Image and Superfcription. He
¢ is now 1n aftual Pofleflion; his Government is
¢ peaceably eftablithed; it is the Government
< under which you live, and under which you are
« protetted. Render therefore to Czsar the
¢ Things that are Cesar’s: For this is a fuf-
¢ ficient Warrant for, and Juftification of your
“ Conduét; by what Means foever he may have
“ acquired the fovereign Dominion over you.”

AvrLmost 3o Years after the Refurretion of
our Lorp, the fame Controverfy concerning the
Legality, or rather the Validity of C£sar’s Title,
broke out a frefh. The Fews could not bear the

Thought
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Thought of fubmitting with Patience to a Title,
whofe only Recommendation was atlual and
peaceable Pollcflion. The Fudaizing Chriftians
were of courfe of the fame Way of Thinking.
And there is no Doubt to be made, but that the
other Chriftian Converts, and indeed that the
whole Roman Empire, Fews, Chriftians, and
Pagans, were no Strangers to the Manncer, by
which the firt Czsars mounted the Throne,
and fubverted the antient Conftitution.

Uxber thefe Circumftances, it becamc of the
utmoft Confequence to the Chriflian Caufe. to
have it determined, what Part the Chriftian Con-
verts, and more efpecially its Teachers and Pro-
feflors, were to take. And I will add, that in
every Age of Chriftianity to the prefent Hour,
it 1s of the utmoft Importance to know, that the
Religion of the Gofpel is * firft pure, then peace-
“ able, gentle, and ealy to bc entreated, full of
¢ Mercy, and good Fruits, without Partiality,
¢ and without Hypocrify.” Confequently its Pro-
feffors and Teachers fhould ever reprefent it,
as a Religion peculiarly calculated, not to
difturb the Repole and Happinefs of Mankind,
but on the contrary, to cement them together,
and to promote Unity, Peace, and Love, where
ever it can.—And furely, as far as the mere
Titles of the reigning Powers are concerned,

this
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this it can, and therefore this it atually doth,
do. ¢ Render therefore to Cxsar the Things
- that are CEsAr’s.”

As to public Grievances, and weli founded
national Complaints, what would have been the
Gofpel Doétrine concerning the Extent of paf-
five Obedience, or that Degree of patient Sub-
miflion, which ought to be paid to the higher
Powers, in Cafe they were to be notorioufly
guilty in the Abufe of their Truft: This Quel-
tion was never ftarted: Therefore the Gofpel
of Curist is totally filent on that Head. And
perhaps it would always be the better, and the
fafer Courfe, to leave thefe Points, as the Gof-
pel has left them, totally undecided.—I fay, it
would be the better and the fafer Courfe; be-
caufe. as Obedience is a general Duty, and Dif-
obedience or Refiftance only an excepted Calfe,
on fome extraordinary Emergence, the natural
Scnfe and Feelings of Mankind are feldom or
cver wanting to apprize them in any Point where
a Duty is to be relaxed. Nay, itis well if they
arc not too quick-fighted, and more officious

than they ought to be in fuggefling Exceptions,
and Difpenfations.

It is true, the Precepts in Scripture, which
require Obedience to the higher Powers, urge
fuch Motives, as by a natural Conftrution may
imply, that where fuch Motives are wanting,

there
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there lies no Obligation to obey. And I freely
grant, that fuch an Inference may be fairly made:
But neverthelefs the Scriptures are filent about
it: They make no fuch Inference, but leave
the Relaxation of this Duty to thofe whom it
may concern. Thus, for Example, the Reafons
for obeying the civil Magiftrate, as alledged by
St. Pavr, are, ¢ Becaufe he is a Terror to
¢« Evil-Doers, and for the Praife of them that
¢ do well ; becaufe he is the Minifter of Gop
« for Good, attending continually on this very
¢« Thing : For which Purpofe he beareth not
¢ the Sword in vain, being a Revenger to exe-
¢ cute Wrath on them that do Evil.” Now this
being fuppofed as the Bafis of his Adminiftration,
the Duty of Obedience follows of Courfe : And
therefore the Apoftle adds, in the very next
Verfe : ¢ Wherefore we muft needs be fubjett,
¢ not only for Wrath, but alfo for Confcience
¢ Sake.”

On this Principle it 1s, that Kings and Magi?—
trates are reputed Gop’s Vicegerentsﬁ: On .thxs
Principle it is, that their Authority Is deqved
from him : And confequently that their Subjetts
cannot even fear Gop, in the Manner they ought
to do, without homouring his Minifters and Re-
prefentatives here on Earth.

But fuppofing that thefe Vicegerents fhould

alt contrary to their Commiffion : Suppoﬁlng
that
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that they thould no longer conduét themfelves,
as the Minilters of Gop for Good : In fuch a
Cafe, what is to be done ? I anfwer, it is very
apparent from the Terms of their Commiffion,
That they arc no longer entitled to the Obedi-
ence of the Subjef, as a Point of Duty and
Confcience. But nothing farther can be inferred
from the merc Words of Scripture ; all the reft
being left to Men’s natural Feelings, and Difcre-
tion to do the beft they can in fuch an unhappy
Citwation: Only we fhould always bear in
Mind this neceffary Caution, that tho’ we are
Jree, © we ought not to ufe our Liberty as a

¢ Cloak for Malicioufnefs, but to behave as the
“ Servants of Gon.”

Axp as the Holy Scriptures are thus averfe
to the giving any Countenance to popular Tu-
mults and InfurreCtions,—it is very obfervable,
that the Engh/h Conftitution afls with the like
Caution and Referve. For the boundary Line
between Refiftance and Obedience is no more
marked out by the Laws of England, than it is
in the Golfpel of Curist:—Cafes and Excep-
tions there undoubtedly are, in which it would
be right not to obey, and even to repel Force
by Force. But neverthelefs the Engli/h Con-
ftitution doth not point out thofe Cafes, for fear
Mankind fhould make a bad Ufe of fuch an
Interpretation ;—for fear crafty and defign-
ing Men fhould miflead the giddy Populace to

deem
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deem that to be legal Liberty, which in Truth
and Reality is no bettcr than a rampant Licen-
tioufnefs, and lawlefs Anarchy;—and which
therefore muft, in the Courfe of Things, end in
the Defpotifim and Tyranny of fome cunning,
bold Ufurper. [See my Vol. of Sermons, Pages
321, 324, printed for RivincTon.]

Turke is but one Difficulty of Confequence,
as far as I can fee, which attends this Scripture
Dottrine [or perhaps, as fome would fay, this
Interpretation of a Scripture Doftrine] concern-
the Obedience due to our civil Governors; a
Difficulty in my poor Judgement much more
plaufible than real.

The Objeétion may thus be urged : Accord-
ing to the prefent Hypothefis, a vile Ufurper,
if once eftablifhed in quiet and peaceable Pof-
{effion, and behaving well in his public Capacity,
hath as good a Title to the Loyalty, and Obe-
dience of the Subjeft, as the moft lawful Prince,
though invefted with the beft hereditary Right,
or even elefted by the gencral Voice of the
People.—It is admitted that this Confequence
muft follow from the Premifes; nor are we a-
fraid to meet it in its full Force. For Fulius
Cafar, Augufius. Tiberaus, Caligula, Claudius, and
Nero, were all Ufurpers, yet every one of them
was, in Effe, declared by the Scriptures to be

the
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the Ordinance of Gob; as far, I mean, as the

Duty of Allegiance and Subjeftion was copw
cerned.

This Matter wants fome Illuftration ; and tor
fetitin a clear and juft Light, the following Con-
fiderations ought to be attendedto: That civil
Government is natural to Man ;—and that poli-
?ical Subordinations of fome Kind, or under
fome Form or other, muft neceffarily take
P'lace :—Morcover, let the Contenders for Em-
pire be whofoever they will, and their Titles
(\fcal or pretended) whatloever they may (thar
15, whether founded on Confent. Ele8ion. Def.
cent or Conqueft) :—Still the aftaal Pofleffion
f)f Government is no other than an Office held
in Truft for the Good of the Governed. Con-
fequently fuch an Office, or Trufteethip, muft
be fubje& to all thofe Viciffitudes, Cafualtics
or Accidents, to which cvery other publi(;
Charge is ncceflarily expofled. Now, were a
(?Llardian, a Tutor, a Steward, or any other
hdu.iary Agent to be rendered incapable of cx-
ecuting his Truft, whether by the aftlitting IIand
of Gop, or thro’ the Wickednefs of Man, it is
obvious to common Senfe, that [fuppofing the
Office 5 neceflary to be continued] recourfe
muft be had to other Perfons, and to other A-
gents to fill up the Vacancy.—Apply now this
Recafoning, mutalis muiands, to the Cafe of

Soverelone
O,CICIgnp‘
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Sovereigns and their Subjetls.—Government
there muft be: This Point is affumed as a felf-
evident Principle. from which no Departure
can be made. And Power, Wifdom, and Good-
nofs are fuch neccflary Qualifications, for the
Exercife of Government. at leaft in fome De-
gree, thatno public Regimen, much lefs a gf)od
one, can {ubfift without a Mixture, or Combina-
tion of them. Suppofe therefore that Wifdom,
through fome unbappy Defe& fhould l?e want-
ing, and that inftead thereof grofs Idiotifm or
Infanity fhould fupervene’| this is fo total a Dif-
qualification, that al the Woild will unani-
moufly agree in declaring fuch unbappy Perfons
to be entirely unfit to govern; and %berefore
they muft be governed, have Guardians ap-
pointed for themfelves. Suppofe allo that
Goodnefs, the next eflential Article, beé wanting ;
—if notorioufly wanting, and to a very great
Degree, a like Sentence of Deprivation ought
to be pronounced againft fuch unworthy Go-
vernors, who forfeit all Pretenfions to be con-
tinued in an Office, the End and Defign of
which they manifeftly pervert. Laftly, fuppofe
that Power be wanting: This, we will allow,
may fometimes be a Misfortune; and not a
Fault. But neverthelefs the Want of Power in
the Sovereign to protett, muft cxtinguifh the re-
aprocal Duty of Allegiance in the Subjett, as
much as the Want of Wifdom, or of Goodne;'s.

Cales

AGAINST MR. LOCKE. 4
Cales indecd may be put, proper to excite Com-
paffion, and draw forth Pity; but they cannot
alter the Nawre of Things. For after all, the
Affair muft come to this,—That if the higher
Powers in any Country, whofe Adminiftration
anlwers to the apoftolic Defcription of being a
Terror to evil Doers, and for the Praife of them
thatdo well ; ~if] I fay, fuch Powers fhould be in
Danger of being removed, depofed, or fubdued,
either through the Machinations of fome internal
Fattion, or by the Armsof a Rival, or the In-
vafion of a foreign Enemy,—then, the firft and
rmmediate Duty of every good, and confcientious
Subjeét is, to fuccour and affift them to the ut-
moft of his Ability, and never to give the leaft
Encouragement to the Adverfary. This, moft
undoubtedly, is the firft and immediate Duty of
cvery Subjeét. But fuppofe that, after the moft
faithful Difcharge of his Duty in thefe Refpeéls,
the foreign, or domeftic Enemy fhould never~

thelefs fo far prevail, as to be eftablifhed in quiet

and peaceable Poffeffion, What is the next Duty ?

The next, one would think, is fo clearly fet

forth in the Writings of the New Teftament,

that it would be impoffible to miftake it:  Let

*“ every Soul be fubjeél to the higher Powers, the

“ Powers that be: For if Casar is become the

““ Mafter of your Country, and if he protefls

“ you in the Enjoyment of your Life and Pro-

* perty, render to Cxsar the Things that are

“ Cxsar’s; and learn from thefe Circumftances

to
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¢ to become his good and faithfal Subjeéts for

¢ the future, without Equivocation or Referve.

¢« The Guilt of fuch a Revolution doth not fall

“ upon you: For you did every Thing }n your
« Power to have prevented it. Therefore you
« are no mote refponfible for the Injuries or In-
“ juftice thercby occafioned, wlfatcver they may
« be, than you are for the Confequences <.>f any
« other fuccefsful Villainy, which Pr.ovl.dcnce
¢ hath pct‘mitted, and doth daily permit, 1n the
« Courle of human Affairs. The Claims youw
¢ make on this new Government, arc only the
« Prefervation of Life, Liberty, and Propf:r-
“ty. Thele are juit Claims, which you ha.v(‘
< 5 Right to make, let who will be the ruh.ng
¢ Powc‘rs: Becaulfe Government itfelf was in-
¢ ftituted on purpofe to prelerve them.” In
one Word, you have a Right to be Quafi
Contraélors, < if not aftual Contradtors, whatevel

< Government fhall prevail.’

-~

Howrver, 1f this Cafluiftry fhould not 'bc
decmed fatisfa&tory, or if any one l\'ath a Mind
to criticife upon it, let him try, if he can, to
fubftitute a better. ¢ Cafar is the atual f‘mfl
« peaceable Pofleffor of the Throne. This is
¢ the Point to be fuppofed, and allowed: B%xr
c it isalfo confefled, that his Title is founded in
« Bloodfhed and Ufurpation. What thcrcf’(')rc i3
¢ a private Perfon to do in fuch a Cafe?” 1lc

Lath but three Things to chufe : That is, he ¥nu{lz
cither
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either refule to vield to the Conqueror, and ob-
{hinately refolve to accept of no Prote@ion and
no Quarter from him ;—or he mult fubmit in
Appearance, with an Intention neverthelefs to
riic up and rebel as foon as an Opportunity fhall
oller :—Or laftly, he muft fubmit in Sincerity,
and confcientioully refoive to be faithful and obe-
dicnt to the Power which prefides over, and pro-
tects him.  Let us therefore now fee, which of
thefe deferves the BRreference.~—The firft, I be-
lieve, is what no Man, in his Senfes, would
elpoule, or dare to reconmend ither as humane,
Juit, or pratticable.—The Second is the Doftrine
of the Jacobites on the one Extreme, and of our
modern Republicans on the other: For thefe
two Extremes meet at laft in the fame Point,
The Jacobite maintains an unalienable and inde-
feafible Right in one fingle Family, and indeed
in one fingle Perfon of that Family :—The Re-
publican extends this wild Paradox, fo as to com-
prehend every Individual, and the whole human
Species : So that both thefe Faftions, if they are
confiftent with their own Principles, muft be the
natural and irreconcileable Fnemies to every
Government but their own. For according to
their Ideas of their refpeftive unalienable Rights,
all Ceflions, all Promifes, Oaths, Declarations,
Abjurations, &c. &c. are void, and null of
Courle, when either the right Heir or the one
Side, fhall appear; or when the People fhall have
an Opportunity on the other of affembling to af-
fert
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fert their unalienable Birth-rights, and to chufe
their own Governors and Legiflators.—What
Scenes, firft of Hypocrify, Perfidy, and Treach-
ery!--and afterwards of Bloodfhed, Maflacres,
and Horror, are thefe two Syftems, the Jacobiti-
cal, and the Republican, capable of producing,
were they left to operate unreftrained, and uncon-

trolled!

Thirdly, — There 1s but one Choice more to
make, namely, That every Individual, if in the
Sjtuation above defcribed, ought to be fubjett in
Ehriftian Sincerity, without Guile, or Fraud, to
the higher Powers, the Powers for the Time
being ; notwithftanding any Defett of Tite
imputed to them.—Of this third Choice there-
fore 1 fhall fay the lefs, as every Part of the fore-
going Treatife has a Reference thereto.—Only
let me be permitted to remind my Readers at the
Clofe of the whole, that notwithftanding any lit-
te Cavils and Objettions which may be made
againft this Doétrine,—It is the only Scheme that
ever was, or ever can be REDUCED TO PRAC-
t1ce ;—And it is alfo the Law or THE LAND.

THE END.
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